
Celebrating 
Greyhounds 
7~~ 

Fall1998 Vol 3, No.3 

Inside 
FeE - what is it 

Sight in sighthounds 

Training your greyhound, 

Nutrition and your greyhound 

and more ... 

ISSN 1093·0892 
A Magazine for Greyhound Adopters, 

Owners & Friends $5.50 



CONTENTS 
Fall 1998 VOLUME 3 NUMBER 3 

REGULAR COLUMNS 
2 Your Questions Answered 

by Marcia Herman with Stef Brandon 

3 CG Readers Speak Out 

7 Site Hounds 
A Smorgasbord of Links 
by Bruce Skinner 

50 Greyhound Marketplace 
Advertisements For Greyhound Products 

I nside Back Cover 
You're Invited 
Calendar of Greyhound Events 

REGULAR FEATURES 
6 Hero Hounds 

8 

10 

49 

42 

Heroic Greyhounds of the Past 
by Joan Dillon 

Book Talk 
Running With The Big Dogs 
reviewed by Terrill Schukraft 

House Calls 
Please see under Feeding in DigestiveFeature 

Greyhound Trivia 
Greyhounds in the Sky 
by Joan Dillon 

Corrigans' Crafts 
All Greyhounds Are Angels 
by Jack and Amy Corrigan 

43 Cartoon: Greyhound Humor 
by Bruce DeKing 

FROM THE GREYHOUND PROJECT 
45 In Memoriam 

46 

47 

48 

Morris Cancer Studies Update 

Photo Tips and Guidelines For The 
Celebrating Greyhounds Calendar 

The 1999 Celebrating Greyhounds Calendar 

ADOPTION 
40 Presidential Library Welcomes Greyhounds 

by Joan Dillon with Sue Williams 

BEHAVIOR AND OBEDIENCE TRAtNING 
16 

18 

22 

Canine Calling Cards 
by Maureen Nelms 

Food Training: Training Without the C licker 
by Patricia Gail Burnham 

Can Greyhounds Learn? You Bet! 
by Carolyn Clark 

CARE AND FEEDING 
37 Home Care vs. Veterinary Care For 

Your Greyhound 
Common Wounds and Intestinal Problems 
by Tina Kalkstein, DVM 

HISTORY AND GENEOlOGY 
9 Hall of Famers: 

Famous Greyhounds of the Past 
by Laurel Drew 

LIFE STAGES: THEIR WORLDS EXPAND 
28 Kira Part 5: New Homes 

by Patricia Gail Burnham 

MEDICAL: CANCER 
44 Power Mogul and the Experimental 

Cancer Treatment Samrium 153 
by Paul Embler 

MEDICAL: FCE 
24 

26 

FCE: Fibrocartilagenous Emboli 
The Increasingly Common Condition 
With The Uncommon Name 
By Laura Culbert , DVM 

Pretty Boy's Triumph Over FCE 
by Eileen McCaughern 

PHYSIOLOGY 
32 The Eyes Have It 

by Lori Lazetera 



FEATURE SECTION: 

FOOD AND DIGESTION 
FEEDING 
10 On Food Additives 

in Housecalls 
by Julia Carter, DVM 

11 Optimizing Nutrition 
Vitamins, Minerals, Amino Acids 
by Julia Carter, DVM 

INTESTINAL PROBLEMS 
12 The Big "D": Part 1 

Bacterial , Protozoal , and Viral Diarrhea 
by Patricia Gail Burnham 

15 Dealing With the Big "D" 
Handling Common Diarrhea and Clean-up Methods 
by Maureen Nelms 

37 see "Home Care vs. Veterinary Care" in Care and Feeding Topic 

FEATURE SECTION: 

SAFETY 
34 

35 

Fire! A Greyhound's Fight for Life 
Carlos Survives a House Fire 
by Kelly Graham 

Firefighter Shares Fire Safety Tips 
An Eye-opening Chat With Fire Captain Ginny Sloan 
by Kelly Graham 

Coming next issue: 
NGA Greyhounds in the AKC Show Ring; Will He Ever Like Us?; Early 
Obedience; More Great Greyhounds of the Past; a tale of "Maddog McMutt;" 
The Sense Of Smell ; Thyroid Problems and Finding A Good Vet; and an 
array of articles on care and feeding, medical articles, crafts, plus a review 
of the book Care of the Racing Greyhound, and more. 

On the Cover 

Greyhounds are lithe and elegant, but it is their eyes that are among their most memorable 
features. Tabba has those greyhound eyes. Before greyhound adoption groups were readi ly 
available to place greyhounds, Charlotte Masner, her owner, gave Tabba to Marcia and 
Doug Herman when she was finished racing. Photo by Marcia Herman. 

Cdrbrtlfing G"" hounds: Tht M(JgQ~ jnt' i$ primed of ,"t Oigi/of PrI'5sroom, BOSIQII, M a$sodmsrflsolllOO% rtcyc/tlf paper. 

Celebrating Greyhounds Fall / 998 

Ct!lebrating Greyhounds: The Magazine ( ISSN 
1093--(892) is a quarte rly publicatio n made possible 
through the coopera ti ve e ffo rts o f ind ividull ls a nd 
greyhound ado ption o rganiza tio ns and is published 
unde r the auspices o f the non-profit corporation, The 
Greyhound Project, inc.,261 Robbins St.. Milton, MA 
02186. Pho ne (617) 333-6655. 

PUBLICATION POLICY 
The purpose of the magazine is to provide informa
tion about greyhounds as a breed. Recognizing that 
the re are d iffering po ints o f view o n issues such as 
raci ng, breeding, and adoption policies, to mention a 
few, the magazine does no t advocate a positio n on 
these issues. It will publish art icles lind reader le tters 
regarding these issues if deemed appropriate. Such 
publication docs nol refl ect agree ment with or e n
dorsement of such articles or lettcrs by The G reyhound 
Project, Inc. or Celebrating Greyho unds: The Maga
zine. 

PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER 
Joan Belle Islc 

c-mail:joanb2@IX.nctcom.com 

EDITOR/EDITORIAL OFFICE 
Marcia Herman 

P.O. Box 18575 1 
Hamden, cr 065 18-075 1 

Internet: greythound@aol.com 

marcia@adopt-a-greyho und.org 

EDITORIAL INFORMATION 
Plcase scnd any scanable articlcs, photos, artwork or 
othcr materials to the editor at the above address. Ar
ticles on IBM..oompatible disk o r on-line are appreci
atcd. Writcr's Guidelines available on request. Please 
encloseSA5E if you want materials returned, although 
we prefer to keep submissions long-term for fut ure 
issues. While we will ta ke great ca re with your mate
rials, we take no responsibili ty fo r loss or damage. 

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
$lO CUS) pcryear (No rth Ame rica); 

$25 (US) per year (World) 

ADVERTISING ANO SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Mail 10: Joan Dillo n 

The Greyho und Projcct, Inc. 
P.O . Box 173 

Holbrook, MA 02343 
e-mail: Joandillon@usa .net 

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT 
No part of this magazine may be reproduced in any 
fo rm wit hout obtaini ng prior pe rmission from The 
Greyhound Project, Inc. 

ISSUES/DEADLINES 
Summer issue: March I 

Fall issue: Junc 1 
Winter issue: Septe mber I 
Spring issue: December I 

DISCLAIMER 
Thc Greyhound Project, Inc. does na t necessa rily 
agree with materials published. A rt icles and columns 
a re cducational and wri(len to guide, infornl, and en· 
te rtain. Please co nsult a professio nal if ya ur grey
hound has health o r behavior problcms. Although we 
take great carc tae nsure accuracy, we cannot be li 
able for o missions, misprints, o r (actual errors. 

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS 
Lynda Adamc, Lisa Biclecki, Kate Bresslcr, Patricia 
Gai l Burnham,J ulia Carter DVM, Jack a nd A my 
Corrigan,Joan Dillon, Laurel E. Drew,Jody Frederick, 
Helane G raustark, Tina Kalkste in DVM, Ann E. 
Ke nny, Lo ri Lazetera , Mauree n Ne lms, Te rrill 
Schukraft, Bruce Skinner 

Page I 



Your Questions Answered 

by Marcia Herman with Ste! Brandon 

Coprophagia 
I love my dog dea rly but she has 

o ne bad habit - coprophagia (poop 
eating)! Daphne has a fenced-in pen and 
a field where she goes. I am consiste nt 
about scooping the poop in her pen but 
I don 't always find it in the fie ld . We 
tried Forbid but it had no effect and we 
once even sprinkled hot sauce over the 
stools, leaving it for a few days befo re 
scooping. (But if you go to the trouble 
of sprinkling on hot sauce, you may as 
well just scoop.) 

D aphne is four a nd a half a nd 
healthy, a lthough she is on thyroid 
meds a nd her die t is Hill's Prescription 
G D. ljust dread it when she comes back 
inside smacking her lips! 

Beth and John Bonanno 
Hiram, Maine 

Marcia: This problem is a common one 
and many theories have evolved as pos
sible reasons for this activity. There are 
two trains o f thought on this. 

O ne train of thought is re lated to 
nutrition. Among the reasons given are: 
the dog is mi ssing some nut rient th at 
the body is craving; the dog detects that 
the stools have plenty of still-usable nu
trient material in it; the dog is still hun
gry; the d iet has a lo t o f de lectable fa t 
in it which the dog is crav ing; and, if 
it 's winter and the poop is frozen, it 
tastes like a poopside and is fun to eat. 

In Daphne's case, she is eat ing CD 
food. Prescri ption d iets tend to not be 
as tasty as regul ar, ove r- th e-counter 
food. Perhaps Daphne is missing some 
satisfying ingredient. Conversely, pe r
haps she likes the food so much she is 
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trying to sq ueeze every ounce of flavor 
out of it , as disgusting as it sounds. 

A nother aspect to consider is be
havioral-even genetically behavio ral. 
!t 's a throwback to an ancient day when 
poop was eaten to hide one's presence. 
Hounds kept in crates too long at some 
tracks oft en must defecate in th eir 
cra tes. They don't like lying in the ir 
excrement, so they clean their crates by 
eating the feces. Some greyhound own
ers have seen their once dean dogs kept 
in these circumstances become poop 
eaters oul of necessity which then be
came habit. 

Mother clogs (dams) dean up their 
pups' droppings. Pups who live in dirty 
whelping areas orwho have dams who 
can't or won't clean up their pups' ex
crement sometimes eat their own excre
ment. If one has a brood bitch (not likely 
in D aph ne 's situation), thi s may be a 
related behavior. 

No one ca n know for sure why 
dogs (no t just greyhounds) e ngage in 
coprop hagia. J ust know that you are 
right. Picking up the stool when you see 
it is the best course of action. 

HOllse Urillatioll Problem 
My husband and I adopted our sec

ond greyhound several months ago.she 
is a five year old spayed (had severa l 
litte rs) b lue fe male named Kat ie . She 
joined o ur e ight year o ld fe male that 
we have had for three years, Katie's per
sonality is somewhat submissive, as the 
older dog could be an A lpha. 

Since the begin ning we have had 
trouble with her urinating in the house; 
we have not been able to catch her in 
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the act, so we cannot discipline her. We 
take her out side, and twenty minutes 
la ter she is having an accident in the 
house. It is as if it does no t occur to her 
to go outside; that it is okay to go in the 
hOllse! 

We have had her tes ted fo r d iabe
tes and she is clear; she d rinks a lo t of 
wa ter, it seems (she came from an en
vironme nt where she always was last 
to ge t food and water, so I keep th ink
ing she thin ks it is going to be gone !) 
We are limiting her water during the day 
now; however we went one week with 
no accidents and had three yeste rday! 
My husband works out of o ur home so 
he is the re frequently; whe n we leave 
we always cage her. 

Do you have a ny thoughts o r ad
vise for us? Katie is such a dear sweet 
dog;we really want to he lp her anyway 
we can. 

Susie McQuade 
D allas, Texas 

Because Susie Ivrole 10 bOlh Slet Bran
non and to the edit01; lVe are hlc/uding 
bOlh responses. - Ed. 

Stcf: I canno t promise a ny quick fi xes, 
but I can give a few quick tips for Katie. 
First, I recom mend you check your old 
Celebrating Greyhound magazines for 
recommended training books. I'm think
ing that there was an issue which listed 
some. A lso, I'd ema il o r wri te the edi
tor, Marcia Herman, who is very wise 
about recommending such reading ma
te ria l. For now he re is a little of Stef's 

Your Questions Continued on page 7 
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CG Readers Speak Out 

I almost ki lled my greyhoul/d. 
He could have died and it was to

tally my fault! I have asthma and use 
an Albuterol Inhale r. Hershey Bar 
grabbed it (rom my lughttable and punc
tured the cannister. It was brand new, 
so he got the full dose in his mouth . He 
then proceeded to drink a lot of water 
to wash it down. 

Luckily there had been a piece in 
our National Greyhound Adoption Pro
gram newsletter about a greyhound who 
did the same thing one night and died 
by morning! I ca lled my vet immedi
ately and then the ASPCA Poison Con
trol Hotline . I was told to seck immedi
ate medical attention for Hershey be
cause he's a greyhound and they have a 
low tolerance for the drug. 

I rushed him to the vet's in the 
middle of the night but by the time we 
got there, he was hypokalemic, mean
ing he had lost all muscle tone due to a 
very low potassium level. He also had 
had severe tachycardia (a very rapid 
heart rate). 

As he lay on the floor, they imme
diately shaved his leg and put in an LV, 
line with potassium and propranolol (a 
beta-blocker) for the heart rate. 

He spent two nights in the hospital 
being cared for. I spent two nights blam
ing myself for my negligence. I've been 
a pharmacist for over thirty-five years 
and have spent my career counseling 
people about medication and children. 
I've now added pets to my counciling 
agenda! H ershey Bar is fine and as or
nery as ever. 

Merci Riccardi, RPh. 
Brigantine, New Jersey 

Celebrating Greyholl llds 

J mpel/dil/g Legislatiol/ 
[ am writing to inform people of 

some pending legislation that could 
have a significant positive effect on re
tired greyhounds and their care. Repre
sentative Joseph Sullivan from Massa
chusetts has presented a bill fIled at the 
request of Paul Basile to establish a fund 
from the proceeds of racing track fa
cilities for the care, custody and wel
fare of greyhound dogs. The bill is still 
sitting in the Conunittee on Government 
Regulations, though it was approved by 
both the House and Senate. This is a 
very important piece of legislation and 
if people are interested in expressing 
their support of this bill , they should 
wlite to Representative Joseph Sullivan, 
Room 443, State House, Boston , Ma. 
02133, 617-722-2460 or e mail at 
Joseph.Sullivan@state.ma.us. Thank 
you. 

Sam 

Liz Bertuch 
Easthampton, Mass. 

May 13, 1998 

It is always a good day when my 
copy of Celebrating Greyhounds ar
rives. 

Naturally, I devour it cover to cover 
and when I got to the back and turned it 
over ... there was a picture of my boys 
with the Easter Bunny! ! Oh my, [was 
thrilled to death and was so happy and 
proud, too. 11,ank you, thank you, thank 
you for making my day - can't wait to 
take this copy to my greyhound play 
group (however I think at least two 

Speak Out Continued on page 4 
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Speaking ofGreyhollluls newsletter (free to adop-
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send an international money order. 

Please check: 

_ Please start my subscription to Celebratillg 
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_ Please renew/extend Ill y subscription an-
other year. 

Name 

Street 

CitylState/Zip 

Please enter one-year gift subscriptions to: 

Firs,Cijl 
Name 

Street 

CitylStatelZip 

Second Gijl 
Name 

Street 

CitylState/Zip 

Tolltl Enclosed: 

Please make checks paynble to : 
'111e Greyhound Project. Inc. 

Pleltse ma il to : 
'1l1e Greyhound Project, Inc. 

POBox 173 
Holbrook, MA 02343 

Page J 



How To Contact CG and 
The Greyhound Project 

Correspondence and Questions 
Write to Celebmting G,.eyhollnds, clo Marci a 

Herman. PO. Box 18575 1. Harnden, CT 06518 or e· 
mail he r at greyl hou nd @AO L.COM or 
III arcia@ adopt-a·grcyhoulld.org 

Plense send correspondence for "Your Ques
tions Answered," " House Calls: ' and letters for "CO 
Readers Spea k Ou t" to the edi tor al Ihe address 
arove. The editor witl try to respond \0 correspon
dence but cannot answer or acknowledge every leI
ter. E-mail correspondence apprccialcd. Please en
close a self-addressed long stamped envelope if you 
require a mail ed response. 

Advertising and 
Subscription Departments 

Please se nd inquiries aboul e ither 10 Joan 
Dillon. PO Box 173, Holbrook. MA 02343 or 
E-ma il j oa ndil1 o n @usa. ncl. 

Subscriptions arc $20 a year (North America), 
$25 (World). 

Articles 
Writers Guidelines arc available from the edi 

tor via e-mail or regular mail (please enclosed an 
SASE) to all interested in submitting articles to CG. 
We also welcome art icle ideas and articles to reprint 
frOIil newsletters and o ther sources. 

Photographs 
We welcome all sharp. clear. photographs. 

Photographs become the properly of The Greyhound 
Project unless you wish them to be returned . If so, 
please supply a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Digi ta l photos and scans from the Intemet arc not 
useable . 

Permission to Reprint or Copy 
Please write us and we will forward your re

quest to the article 's author. They will respond andl 
or grant permission at thei r discret ion. 

Back Issues 
We have back issues for sale excepl/or Sum

mer and Winter 1996 and Fall 1997 for $4.50 each. 
Order from the Adverti sing and Subscription Man
ager Joan Dillon at the abovc Holbrook address 

Change of Address 
Please inform the Adverti sing and Subscrip

tion Manager of your new address as soon as you 
know i l. This saves The Greyhound Project the extm 
cost of forwarding another magazine to you . 

Greyhound Project: 
General inquiries 
Contact The Greyhound Project. Inc . at 295 Tremont 
S treet. Newton . MA 02458 o r c -ma i l 
joanb2@ ix. nctcorn.com. Phone: (6 17) 527-8843 

Corporate Office and 
Celebrating Greyhounds 
Calendars 
Thc Greyhound Project. 26 1 Robbin s SI.. Milton, 
MA 02186. Pho ne: (617) 333-6655 
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Speak Out Continued from page 3 

people subscribe to Celebrating Grey
hO/lllds besides myse lf). 

Now for the sad part. We had to 
have Sam put down last year because 
of cancer. This is the second one we ' ve 
lost to cancer; it is so devastating. 

Let 's have some morc articles and 
research on cancer in greyhounds and 
on whe re are the best places to take a 
greyhound or which vets know some
thing about the situati on or which 
schools are best and where to turn. 

Thanks agai n and love your maga
zine muc hly. 

10 Martin 
Roanoke, Virginia 

Th e Greyhound Project is co-sponsor
ing cancer studies at the Morris Ani
lila/ FOlilldatioll. Please see details ill 
CG Slimmer 1998 and;,/ tltis issue wilh 
articles starting Oil page 44. - Ed. 

ready for our first g reyhound (although 
I' ve fostered in the past). We're so ex
ci ted; we talk aboul the big event COIl

stant ly. Your informative magazine is 
jus t one morc way to prepare to be the 
best "parents" we can be ! Please note 

our address change to ensure gett ing ollr 
next issue Thank you ! 

Sabrina Brooks and David Keyser 
Columbus, Ohio 

Thanks for the /lote a/ld the early ad
dress cho/lge. This assures that y OI/ \Viti 
get your next copy aI/ time. Your doing 
this also saves Th e Greyhoulld Project 
replacemellf {lJ/d reJ1l{liling costs alld 
lets us keep the money for more "grey· 
hound projects. " Thank you! - Ed. 

S lIggestions for Improving CG 
I really enjoy and look forward to 

each issue of Celebrating Greyhounds. 
I won ' t cut anything out of it. 

My suggesti ons: put the "S ub-

Even a princess enjoys a good read. Princess didn't even take the time to 
before digging into CG. Photo by Ruth Moser. 

CG Appreciates Early 
Challges of Addresses 

I thought I died and went to Grey
hound Heaven (you know there is one!) 
when I got my first issue of your won
derful magazine! I've read it from cover 
to cover at least twice so far. 

My friend and I are busily gett ing 
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scribe/Order" form on the edge o f the 
page (easier to cut out) and on the re
verse s ide put advertis ing or the publi 
cation statement. I really wou ldn ' t mind 
CUlling that. The o nl y other way would 
be to insert a quarter sheet of pape r un-

Speak Out Continued on page 5 
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Speak Out Continued from page 4 

der the staple as a pull out. 
Please give thi s serious consider

ation. Keep up the good work. 
Enclosed is my subscription re

newal fOfm and check. I xeroxed the 
form . 

Elsie Walck 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 

What a wonde lf ul idea. Sometimes ill 
{lI/ effort to squeeze as II1l1ch as possible 
ill to every issue. \lie dOIl 't th iuk aboul 
the practical. Thanks for the excellelll 
suggestions. We are incol]JOrating your 
concept in this issue. - Ed. 

Sum mer a sad issu e 
I thought this issue was very good. 

In all honesty though, I must say I per
sonally (being an over emotional fe
male) found it somewhat of a "downer". 
After the first loose/missing grey story 
I had to put the magazine down before 
I could read the next, I know they all 
had happy endings, but whew! I used a 
lot of kleenex ! 

I do hope you take this as construc
ti ve advice. I absolutley love the maga
zine and look forward to each and ev
ery issue, but this one kind of left me 
drained instead of the usual " let 's read 
it again and again! " 

Keep up the terrific work! 

Seizures 

Li sa Tusing 
via e-mail 

I am seeking info about seizures 
and treatments, possibly holi stic fOf my 
greyhound. I am a fairly new parent of 
a greyhound . These seizures just hap
pened eight m onths after we adopted 
her. I have been a subscriber to CG since 
our adoption. I looked through past is
sues and could not find an article on 
epilepsy as we suspect our dog has. I 
would like so me info rmation from 
people morc experienced than myself. 
Will you run an art icle on this condi 
tion, or if you already have. is it pos
sible to obtain that issue? Thank you in 
advance. 

Celebm lillg Greyhollllds 

Ci ndy Burrowes 
Blue Point, N.Y. 

CG did till article 0 11 managing seiZ/l res 
in the Fall 97 issue. Un/ortllnatley. \\Ie 
have 110 more copies of that issue. CG 
lVilllikely be doing a/lother article ill a 
/utl/re issue. 

the wedding because everyone there saw 
how important it was that they were a 
part of a very important day. 

Keep up the great work ... it 's a 
super magazine! 

Christine Foster 
Smyrna, Georgia 

Now, this is a first! 
Thanks for the photo. 
- Ed. 

Cashel Sigh tings 
I ' m no t sure but 
think it 's time to re
new my subscription 
and do not recall get
ting a form. I enclose 
herewith my check in 
the amount of $ 15. 
When it arrives I stop 
eve rythi ng an d go 
thro ug h it cover to 
cover. All of us with 
Greyhounds depend 
of you so much. 

With wedding bells ringing for her best friend, lilly was a part of 
the celebration. Photo courtesy of Christine Foster. 

On a personal note, I 
have had word of sev
eral "sightings" of my 
sweet Cashel o n the 
airport signs (Boston, 
Ho us ton, Phoe ni x) 
and have now sent out 
several of the posters 
as well . Mom here is 
quite proud of her 
"boys" - and wi ll 
always thank you for 
making my Cashel a 
calendar boy! 

Wedding Bells 
I love getting Celebrating Grey

hOllnds in the mail. When it arrives, my 
girls (Caity - Welsh Corgi and Lilly 
- Greyhound) and I hop on to the couch 
to read it fro m cover to cover. Lilly 
wanted me to send you a photo of her 
and her sister in our wedding. The three 
of LI S got married to a very nice guy in 
March. The gi rls walked down the aisle 
escDlted by my brother and looked stun
ning. They wore gold and ivory collars 
and leashes which were lovingly made 
by my mother. The girls were the hit of 
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Mary Lapin 
Orono, Maine 

Cashel is a willillg model ill 'he photos 
demonstrating wound care ill the arlide 
"Home Care vs Veterinwy Care" ill this 
issue. - Ell. 

We appreciate your lellers and pllO
tographs. rhey //lay be edited for 
brevity or clarity. Please selld them 
by lIIaii to Ihe editorial office 01; even 
betlel; via e-mail 10: 

gl'eythoulld@aol.colII 
We regret 'hat we COllnot publish 

them all. 
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HERO HOUNDS 

Heroic 
Greyhounds 
Of The Past 

He roic greyhounds are no t just a re
cent phenomenon. In this issue we 
would like to pause and recognize three 
greyhound heroes of the E ighties: 
Liddy, Mars, and Sword. 

Liddy 
Liddy, a female greyhound known 

as Flip Your Lid when she raced for the 
C urrie r Ke nnel o n th e Hin sdal e! 
Be lmont, New Hampshire circuit , re
tired at five years of age and was adopted 
byLynnePerryofYarmouthport , Mas
sachusetts. The followin g letter from 
Ms. Pe rry appeared on the front page 
of the September, 1986 issue of Ne,v 
Ellg/alld Update, the newsletter of New 
England R EGAP which later became 
GPAlMass. 

"On a recent summer morning, at 
approximately 5:30, I was awakened by 
a loud crash in the basement of my con
dominium. Liddy, my REGAP adoptee, 
was on her blanket next to my bed. She 
woofed softly, as she does at any strange 
noise. I was quite sure that my cats were 
exploring the shelves and had knocked 
something over. I decided (foolishly), 
however, to investigate. 

"In the ce llarway is a she lf, from 
which I selected - just in case - a 
hamme r and Liddy's brush, which has 
metal bristles on one side. I went down~ 
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Mars, i 
courtesy of Arthur and Leona LaMotte. 

by Joan Dillon 

stairs, leaving Liddy at the top, still 
woofing and whimpering. She doesn 't 
like stairs a nd will go down only when 
urged. Through the open door to the 
basement guest room, J saw a pair of 
legs sprawled on the bed. The owner im
mediately sat up, and looking at m y 
hand, said 'Oh, my God - don't shoot" 
(With a hairbrush???) I invited him to 
leave immediately, without taking into 
consideration tha t he would pass di
rectly in front of me to the stairs, no 
doubt noticing - even in his drunke n 
state - tha t the item in my hand was 
NOT a gun! 1110t was when Liddy spied 
him, let out a most menacing growl, and 
with teeth bared, started slowly down 
the stairs. The intruder begged me to 
"call off my dog." Summoning the ut
most sternness, I said, 'Liddy, HOLD! ' 
She stopped, but continued to growl as 
he went up the stairs and out the door. 

" My heroine has never growled be
fore nor since, and doesn 't have the re
motest idea what 'HOLD' means. Nor 
did I! Needless to say, my usually timid 
pet may well have saved me from seri
ous injUly. The intruder was caught and 
faces a possible jail term." 

Mars 
Leona a nd Arthur LaMotte had 

never seen either a greyhound or a dog 
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track when they applied to adopt their 
first pet greyhound after reading an ar
ticle in the Worcester Telegram. Mars, 
who raced for the Cunier Ke nnel at the 
Raynham track as M 's Marsman, more 
than repaid them a few months later. 

During the night , while the family 
was asleep, the fringe from a blanket 
got caught in a heating eleme nt and be
gan to smolde r. Mars, sensing the da n
ger, never ceased nudging A rthur until 
he woke him up and alerted him to the 
danger - thus preventing a fire which 
could have had disastrous results. 

SlVord 
Sword, known as Swordbearer when 

he raced [or the Fulginiti Ke nnel at the 
Wonderland track, was adopted upon 
retireme nt by Joe Griffin of Fall River, 
M assachusetts. Sword became a hero 
when he grabbed Joe's young nephew 
by the sleeve and held him until an adult 
could reach them thereby preventing the 
toddler from running out into the st reet 
where he could have been hit by a pass
ingcar. 

Over the years, these and other grey
hounds have reacted instinctively when 
danger threatened their adopted family. 
Do you know of a g reyhound hero? 
Please give us the details. 
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Site Hounds 
by Bruce Skinner 

A Smorgasbord of Links 

I have a s morgasbord of links for 
you to explore this time. I'll do my best 
to relate these to each other in some way 
shape or form. Please bear with me ! 

Rillladyl 
Let'ssta rt with , if you pardon the 

pun, a pet peeve of mine. There has been 
a lot of hysteria on the Internet surround
ing the anti-inOammatory Rimadyl.ln 
this author's o pinion it's all a case of not 
seeing the forest for the trees. Dr. Roen, 
who runs Dt: R oen's Weekly Veterinary 
Colllllln at http://wwlV.roen.com/has a 
page on Rinladyl (http://lVwlV.roen.comi 
rimadyl.html) that everyone should read 
to he lp th e m m a ke a n info rme d 
decision. While you're there, check out 
the rest of his site for topics ranging from 
eating dirt to becoming a veterinarian. 

Nallle Your HO/md 
Have you just adopted your first 

greyhound? O r pe rhaps you're "chip
ping" and getting your second, third, 
fourth or mo re? Ei the r way, are you 
stuck trying to come up with a suitable 
name? Well then - check out Mr. 
Woofey 's Pet Emporillm Pet Names 
(htt p://wlVlV.do gb oo k. co m/ h tmll 
pecnames. html) fo r a la rge listing 
grouped alpha betica lly. More fun and 
much better designed are the "Pet Names 
Pages" at http://www.primenet.com/ 
- meggie/petname.htm. Here you'll find 
names organized by people namesakes, 
origin, traits, cUlTent events, and the like. 

Pet Photography Tips 
So now yo u've picked a name. I bet 

you want to ta ke a photo of your new 
family member? Have previous attempts 
succeeded o nly in de tailed shots of the 
inside of yo u r dog's mouth or Aunt 
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Sally's latest crocheted contribution to 
your couch? The folks over at Waltham, 
the self-proclaimed " leading authority 
o n pe t care and nutrition" (http: // 
wWIV.wa ltham.com) offe r some tips 
from one of their photographers on how 
to ca pture R o ve r on film: (http :// 
www. walth a m .com/ in si te/ ph o tol 
ipd.htm). 

Hotels and Play Places 
So now Ro ve r 's been named and 

suitably photo-documented. Thinking 
of hitting the road but don 't knowlVhere 
to stay? The folks at Tm elWeb (http:// 
ww w.trave lwe b .com/Tra ve l We bl 
init.html?p_page_type~SEARCH) pro
vide a searchable database of hotels. Just 
click on your dest ination and select "Pets 
Allowed" and/or other crite ria and 
they'll return a detailed list ing to you. 

Once you've picked a place to park 
pooch and family, you should check out 
the Dog RlIn/ Dog Park Reporter a t 
(http://lVww.mindspring.comi- patmar/ ) 
TIlese folks provide info on dog run/dog 
park locations, descriptions. issues, and 
news. TIley are currently limited to New 
York State, New York City, California, 
Florida, and Oregon. 

Hilarious Tails of Woe 
Let's just hope your travels don 't 

la nd your pooc h in th e Bad Dog 
Chronicles site! Hilarious "tails of woe" 
can be found he re fo r all breeds. Bad 
Dog Chronicles: Tails of Woe is at http:1 
Iwww.baddogs.com/ 

Bruce Skinner is a CG regular contribu
to r. Site HOllnds is copyright 1995-98 
Bruce Skinner. 
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Your Questions Continued from page 2 

homespun advice. 
1. Continue to monitor her water 

drinking. When you are going to be out, 
stop heavy consumption a few hours 
before you leave, so she can void most 
of it before you go out. When yo u re 
turn , let her tank up again . Of course, 
you do not want her to ever get dehy
drated; this is a very serious condition 
in dogs. We water our five greyhounds 
lavishly at night when we are home and 
can let them out any time they want (we 
have a fenced-in yard). In the a .m. be
fore work, we limit how much water they 
get to drink. 

2. If your husband is at work in the 
house, he should keep her with him 
in the same room , I mean. She will ei
ther urinate in his presence and he can 
scold her, or she may cry to be let out or 
walked. T hen he can take he r o ut and 
praise he r for urinating outside. An
othe r thing with greyho unds - the ir 
methods of signaling that they need to 
urinate are pretty subtle. T have one you 
must make eye contact with. T hen she 
rolls her eyes in the direction of the back 
door. Another just presses to be petted a 
little more than usual; still another just 
pants. So be ever alert for clues that she 
has to go out. 

3. When you do get the opportunity 
to see her urinate outside, give her treats, 
love, and in general make a BIG happy 
fuss over he r so she knows tha t's wha t 
you want he r to do. Also some grey
ho unds simply prefe r to not do the ir 
eliminations while on a leash. Yo u may 
have to wait even longer outside with 
her until she goes. And then, do the 
praise thing big time. 

D oes she soil he r crate? If not, use 
it more oft en. Whenever you do not 
think you can monitor her actions in the 
house, put her in the crate to keep her 
from having accidents. The more acci
dents, the more reinforced the behavior 
will become. 

4. The best way to teach her not to 
urinate in the house is, as you know, to 
catch her in the act. When you are home 
and can watch her, work on it. If she 's 
not in her crate, she must be in your pres-

Your Questions Continued on page 8 

Page 7 



BookTalk 
by Terrill Schukraft 

RU/I/I;/lg W;I" I"e B;g Dogs: 
T"e Ge/llte Arl o/Tra;/I;/lg Your R e
tired Raci/lg Grey"ou/ld ;/110 Your Besl 
Fr;end 

by Lee Livingood 
1997 

$21 .95 plus $4 shipping and handling 
per copy. Order from the author at 4807 
Lancer St., Harrisburg, PA 17109-3231 
E-mail atlcl@paonline.com. Quantity 
discounts available. 

Running lVith Ihe Big Dogs fills a 
gap that has existed in avai lable litera
ture about greyhound adoption. In it , 
Lee Livingood discusses greyhound be
havior and the reasons behind that be
havior. She gives good suggestions on 
how to make the transition from a work
ing racing dog to family life in the com
munity. The author accomplishes this 
without playing on the pity theme that 
results in adoptions that don 't work out 
once the adopter 's altruist ic feelings 
have subsided. 

Adjusting lIlld Training 
What the racing greyhound may 

not be familiar with is the need to share 
daily life, night and day, with humans, 
both adults and chi ldren. They may 
never have seen another breed of dog 
besides greyhounds. They have prob
ably never lived in a house with a fam
ily. They have never in their lives been 
totally alone - they've always been 
surrounded by ot her greyhounds and, 
in the daytime at least, many people 
who are experienced in handling dogs. 

They move into a life where they 
are expected to be alone for periods of 
time, where they have morc actual free
dom to move about all day, and where 
they are expected to know some words 
they've never had to understand before, 
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RlInning with the Big Dogs 

, .. _ ..... ,-,_._-... -----

like "Sit!" and "Slay!"Their new own
ers don 't usually have anything near the 
experience with dogs that racing train
ers and breeders have. Livingood shows 
us how to introduce OUf hounds to their 
new li fe, presenting many training sug
gestions that are all based on kindness, 
positive motivation and no punishment. 

Suppli." Agillg, alld More 
In addition to the training sugges

tions, she discusses supplies the new 
adopter may need, whal problems to 
look out for and what behaviors may 
be different from those of dogs bred and 
ra ised as pets. There is an excellent re
source list at the end of the book. 

She also touches on the special 
needs of the aging greyhound and how 
they can be managed. 

A ll in all, Running lVith Ihe Big 
Dogs is a must-have book for anyone 
new to greyhounds and is a very useful 
source for all of us who care for these 
wonderful hounds. It is illustrated with 
good photographs of greyhounds learn
ing and playing, and it is well written 
with humor and understanding. 

The book is currently published in 
a loose-lea f notebook form, but [ un
derstand a spiral-bound edition is in the 
works. 
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Your Questions Continued from page 7 

ence all the time when you are in the 
house. You may have to babygate her 
in the room with yo u or just shut the 
door. The minute she pees in your pres
ence, seize the opportunity to correct 
her. Just ye ll in a loud voice "NO" as 
she is in mid stream and rush her out
doors without letting he r fini sh even if 
this means a trail of pee through the 
house. When she finishes outside, do the 
praise thing big time. This usua ll y 
makes the point very quickly, by the 
way. They often need not get caught 
more than once, twice or three times 
before they get it. BUT you have to 
catch them midstream. 

Marcia: I 'd say there are a few possi
bilities. Pe rhaps she is still be ing sub
missive. Perhaps she may have a uri
nary tract infection , although I suspect 
she's been tested for that if she's been 
tested for diabetes. (Don't know if you 
ever had a UTI, but anyone who has had 
one knows that the need to urinate is 
sudden, urgent, and painful. ) 

If Katie simply does not understand 
the concept of where to urinate, do the 
fo llowing. It has to work. Keep her on 
a leash in the house. She must stay 
within your sight. This wi ll take a day 
or two or more in stubborn cases, but 
you will catch her in the act and can 
then take he r right out. This little tip 
came from an excellent book called The 
Art of Raising a Puppy by the Monks 
of New Skete, published by Howell 
House. But house training is house 
training, be it a puppy or an adu lt. It 's 
worth a try and certainly easy to do. 

'.' 

A remitlder about your 
subscription .... 

Some subscriptiolls are about 
to expire. To be sure IlOt to misl'lIIlY 
issues, renew "ow, using the cou
pOll 011 page 3. The Greyholilid 
ProjecllViII send olle re",buteraf
ter you receive the last issue of your 
subscriptioll. 
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Mixed Harmony, one of the famous greyhounds of the past. Photo 
Tim Horan and the Greyhound Hall of Fame. 

Fort y- nine dogs are listed in the 
Greyhound Hall of Fame. The fifti eth 
dog is being voted in as I am writ ing 
this. Nearly every racing greyhound liv
ing today will have several ofthese dogs 
in his background. Which ones? O nly 
a pedigree wo uld tell tha t, but in most 
cases, it will be some of the dogs listed 
in the fo llowing brief biographies. 

The best candidates for this are Tell 
You Why*, Westy Whizzer, Kinta 
Nebo, and Mn<ed Harmony. (* indicates 
am imported dog.) 

How Dogs Are Chosell 
Why were these dogs chosen over 

others tha t are seemingly equally de
serving? We ll , he re's how it works. 
First, the d ogs are nominated on the 
basis of the ir racing records or some
times because of the outstanding racers 
they have produoed. Dogs that have won 
several major stakes races or won liter
ally hund reds of tho usa nds of dollars 
racing a re like ly ca ndidates. Bitches 
who have produoed several major stakes 
racers are a lso good candida tes, espe
cially if they were stakes winners them
selves. T hey must be at least eight years 
old . They have three chances to be 
nominated for inclusion which is done 
by vote of the Hall of Fame board mem
bers. I f they a re not voted in on o ne of 
those atte mpts, they don't get anothe r 
chance. This means that an outstanding 
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dog might not make it into the Hall of 
Fame if there were even more popular 
dogs on the nomination list at that time. 
So who are some of these dogs? Let 's 
start with some of the better known ones 
both in today's pedigrees and the ones 
that were " household words" during 
their heyday. 

Tell You Why · 
An A ustralian brindle import who 

had great influence on the racing Grey
hounds in the United Sta tes. Born 
March 2, 1957, he was imported in1 961 
and within twenty years was showing 
up in at least half the pedigrees of U.S. 
racing stock. In 1978, he was inducted 
into the Greyhound Hall of Fame solely 
for his production record. He sired Cac
tus Lonesome, Hoefer and Westy 
Whizze r plus the grea t p roducing 
bitches Miss Gorgeous and Tikla. 

Westy Whizzer 
O ne of the G reyhoun ds whose 

name became a househo ld word in 
A merica. H e was a shy dog and pre
ferred to be by himself. Many consid
ered him to be a spook, but he sme could 
run! He finished his career with a record 
107 wins, more than any other male in 
greyhound racing history at that time. 
From the re he went on to produce a 
wide variety of successful pups, includ
ing the famous Whiz Kids out of Fly-
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HISTORY 

Hall of Famers 

Famous 
Greyhounds 
Of The Past 

By Laurel E. Drew 

ing Slipper. Eleven of twelve pups were 
males, and among themselves, they won 
399, a new litter-win record that may 
never be surpassed. 

Kinto Nebo 
A very well bred bitch who was 

plagued by a trick toe that kept her from 
ever doing well at racing or coursing. 
Kinta Nebo was also quite shy. She was 
retired to become a brood bitch, and in 
seven litters produced not less than six 
pups who were to become household 
words in greyhound racing and breed
ing. She produced more dogs that would 
breed on and who were top grade rac
ers than any other bitch in the past thirty 
years. A truly great brood matron, who 
is also honored in the H all of Fame. 

Mixed Harmony 
O h boy, Downing-style ea rs! H e 

was brindle and a top producer. He sired 
A mple Time, Jo hnny Leonard and 
Great Valor among others. Mixed Har
mony had a celebrated racing career, 
known for his versatility a t many dis
tances. Great Valor also made the Top 
Sire standi ngs. T hrough Mixed Har
mony, it is possible to trace your grey
hound back at least another eight gen
erations to the truly great coursing dogs 
and Waterloo Cup winners in England 
of the early 1900s. 
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Most people are aware that food 
additives are non~nuritional items added 
to food to prevent spoilage or aid in 
product appeal, but few people are ac
tua lly fa mili a r with the ingredie nt 
names on the food package a nd the ir 
individual functions. The following is 
a general guideline. 

Food additives gene rally include 
antioxidants, antimicrobial prese rva
tives, humectants, colorings, emulsifyers, 
and flavor enhancers. 

Antioxidllnts can be natural, such 
as Vitamin E (tocopherol) and ascorbic 
acid; or synthetic, such as BHA (buty
lated hydroxyanisole), BHT (butylated 
hydroxy tolue ne), propyl galla te, and 
ethoxyquin . These agents prevent spoil 
age. Synthetic antioxidants have been 
used in human and animal foods for 
several decades, with ethoxyquin gain
ing popularity lately in the manufacture 
of cat and dog feeds. 

H owever, there is some controversy 
regarding the safety of long-term expo
sure to ethoxyquin . E thoxyquin appar
entlycontinues to exert antioxidant ef
fects after absorption by the gastrointes
tinal tract. 

This means that normal ce ll activ
ity that relies on oxidation can be in
hibited by ethoxyquin . Some of these 
activitesmight include the manufacture 
of several different hormones and the 
ability of the body to detoxify and ex
c re te dru gs and was te pro du c ts. 
E thoxyquin has also been shown to 
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cross the placenta, where it would pre
sumably exert similar or even greater 
effects upon the fetus. At this time it is 
believed that th e o ther synthetic anti
oxidants may also exert similar effects 
of the activity of cells in the body. Natu
ral antioxidants are more expensive than 
synthe tics, gene ra lly, a nd don 't last 
quite as long, thereby shortening she lf 
life of the finished product. However, 
it may be wise to seek out products, in
cluding pet feeds, that use only natural 
antioxidants, at least until more infor
mation is avail able. Note th at fat s or 
tallows used in a product may be pre
served with synthetic antioxidants with
out any of these additives listed on the 
finshed product packaging. 

Alltimicrobial preservatives are 
usually found in foods containing a high 
moisture content. These can include cit
ric acid, hydrochloric acid, sorbic acid, 
propionic acid and other acids, sodium 
nitIite, potassium sorbate, calcium pro
pionate and others. These additives are 
generally recognized as safe or GRAS 
by the federa l Food and Drug Admin
istration. 

Humectants are used in any semi
moist food product to maintain softn ess 
and pliability and to help prevent spoil
age. Propylene glycol, once a popular 
humectant in pet foods, is no longer al
lowed due to its ability to decrease red 
cell life span and increase Heinz body 
formation (a red cell change ofte n as
sociated with anemias). Currently, hu-
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MEDICAL C OLUMN 

House Calls 

by Julia Carter, DVM 

On Food Additives 

mectants used include but are not lim
ited to cane molasses, corn syrups, su
crose and dextrose. 

Colorillgs can be either natural or 
synthetic and are added to make a prod
lIct more visually appea ling. Natural 
colorings include carotenoids (the pig
ment that makes carrots orange) and 
iron oxides. Synthetic colorings include 
such things as coal-tar derivatives. 

Emulsifying agents are additives 
that thicken or stabilize the mixture of 
a product.lllese include starches, gums 
such as seaweed, plant cellulose and 
tree gums and glycerin . In pe t food, 
look for these additives in products that 
have a gravy, or are sprayed onto dry 
pet food with flavor enhancers. 

Flavorelllulllcers are typically ani
mal digests (animal tissue such as lung 
degraded by enzymes) and/or phospho
ric acid that a re sprayed o nto dry, ce
real-based foods to make them more 
a ppealing to our pets. Onion, garlic, 
spices and he rbs may also be used . 

While several of th ese additives 
appear to be safe and all currently meet 
accepted Food and Dmg Administration 
guidelines for inclusion in pe t foods, it 
may be wise to give our pets and our
selves as few of these additives as pos
sible. While they may not be ove rtl y 
harmful , they are at least unneccessary 
to om long-term health . The trade-off 
is convenience and expense. 

References a ai/able upon request. 
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FOOD AND DIGESTION: VITAMINS AND MINERALS 

Optimizing Nutrition 
For Our Pets 

by Julia Carter, DVM 

Sherman, the desert tortoise, has lived more than twenly-five years on a diet of salad, but 
Prince, the greyhound, needs a different menu to maintain nutritional balance. Photo courtesy 
of Janice Gebur. 

Nutlitiona l therapy, or the practice 
of using vitamins, minerals, amino ac
ids and fally acids to maximize health , 
is gaining acceptance as a secondary 
and sometimes primary melhod of treat
ing disease in people and animals. Nu
Irilional therapy works slowly to help 
tissues heal a nd to maximize cellul ar 
metaboli sm . Because nutritional 
therapy is slow to produce nOliceable 
change, it is o fte n used with conven
lional drug therapy, surgery or radiation 
to combat disease. 

Vitam ills alld Minerals 
Vitamins a nd minerals overcome 

relalive deficie ncies that can result from 
sub-optima l nutrilion or poor absorp
tion andlor me tabolism of vitamins and 
minerals due to disease or drug therapy. 
For example, use of sle ro ids such as 
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prednisone can deplete calcium and po
tassium and some laxa tives and antac
ids can decrease absorption of calcium, 
polassium and phosphate. Cerlain vila
mins and minerals are beneficial in the 
control and treatment of specific dis
eases 

Vitamin C in high doses can help 
in the treatment of allergies, atheroscle
rosis, periodontal disease and osteoar
thritis to name a few conditions. Vita
min E can act as an anti-oxidant to help 
prevent heart disease, skin diseases and 
cataracts. Vitamin A stabilizes skin cell 
membranes and aids in several skin dis
eases. (Note that fat-soluble vitamins 
can be stored in Ihe body and can build 
up 10 exert toxic effects in high doses. 
Fat-soluble vitamins such as Vilamin A 
should be used al da ily recommended 
doses or under the supervision of a vet-
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erinaria n.) B vitamins have a broad 
range of effects and aid in the treatment 
of infections, a lle rgies and stress. They 
are very important to a heallhy immune 
system. Adequate essenlial and trace 
minerals are necessary at every meta
bolic level and aid in hea lthy skin and 
coat, appetite and activity. Due to the 
probable wide range of melabolic need 
and ability to ingest and metabolize vi
tamins andminerals that the various dog 
breeds experience, you may want to 
cOl1sider supplementing your pet with a 
high-quality vitamin/mine ra l supple
ment daily. 

Amillo Acids 
Amino acids are the basic building 

blocks of protein. Most of us got that in 

Optimum Continued on Page 17 
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FOOD AND DIGESTION: CAUSES OF SERIOUS DIARRHEA 

The Big 

"D" 
by Patricia Gail Burnham 

The function of a dog's lower in
testine is to remove water from the di
gestive contents and return it to Ihe body 
while the feces are on the way out. If 
the inlestinal conlents move through the 
intestine too quickly, there isn't lime for 
Ihe fluids to be removed and Ihe result 
is watery diarrhea. If Ihe lining of the 
intestine is inflamed, th en blood may 
be flowing from the body 10 the diges
live tracl and the result is diarrhea that 
contains blood. A dog's body is an en
ergy system in which he takes in food 
and waler, processes them through the 
digestive tract and then excretes what 
he doesn1 need. He does need the wa
ter. Dog and human bodies are two 
thirds water. In Star Trek an alien de
scribes human beings as "Ugly bags of 
mostly water. " This is true of us and of 
dogs. We bOlh die ralher quickly by de
hydra tion so we need to keep all that 
water inside our bodies. The lower in
testine does that by removing the water 
from the digested food so that the wa
ter isn1 10st along with the feces. 

Diarrhea is the resull of the feces 
passing through the intesline so quickly 
that it can't remove the excess water. 
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An inexhaustible supply of dog food may be the stuff that doggie dreams are made of, but it 
can also be the stuff Ihal doggie diarrhea is made of as well. Arizona dreams amidst 1000 
pounds of donated dog food. Photo courtesy 01 George Kozoriz. 

rhe Main Causes Are: 
A bacterial bloom due to a change 
of diet or eating soil bacteria. 
Foreign Bacteria like Salmonella 
Protozoa like Coccidia or Giardia 

• Viruses as in Parvovirus or Distem 
per or Coronavirus 
Cancer 
Autoimmune inflammation of the 
intestine 

• Stress 

The measures to prevent diarrhea 
depend on which kind you are trying to 
prevent. So let 's start wilh the first one. 

Abol/l Bacterial Bloom 
Bacteria are microscopic plants 

with single cell bodies. They are the 
oldest, the structurally simplest, and the 
most abundant form o f life o n earth . 
Fossil bacteria have been found in rocks 
3.5 billion years old. 4,800 kinds ofbac
teria have been identified and there are 
plenty that haven1 been identified yet. 
We live in a sea of bacteria. There are 
bacteria on our skin and in our intes
lines. There a re bacte ria in the soil. 
Some soil bacleria have the ability to 
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fix nitrogen and without them plants 
would not grow. In general bacteria are 
good but some of them we cou ld do 
wilhout. A key to bacteria is thai bacte
ria populations are able to reproduce 
quickly and adapt to cha nging living 
conditions. 

Heailhy intestines conlain fri endly 
bacteria thai help us and Ihe dogs di
gest Iheir food. These bacteria popula
tions adapt to the animal 's diet. A dog 
on a corn-based kibble is going to have 
a different mix of intestina l bacteria 
than a dog on a meat and rice diet. But 
when you change a dog's diet suddenly, 
the new food produces a bloom in in
testinal bacteria as they try to adapt to 
the new food. It is this bacterial bloom 
- the excess numbers of bacteria 
that produces diarrhea in response to a 
change in diet. The na rrower Ihe dog's 
diet is before the change, the more spe
cia lized his bacteria will be and the 
grealer Ihe likelihood is that a change 
will produce diarrhea. If you feed a dog 
a varied diet it will support a more var
ied populalion of gUI bacteria and il will 
be more adaptable to changes in diet. I 
don 't mean changing kibbles eve ry 

Big "O"Continued on page 13 

Celebrating Greyhounds 



Big "D"Contlnued from page 12 

week. I feed a basic lAMS kibble with 
added mea ts (lamb, beef, chicken, 
sa lmon) and vegetables and cooked 
eggs and some pasta. Jfyou feed a dog 
straight kibble and want to change his 
diet then do it slowly by adding small 
amounts orthe new food gradually to 
give his bacteria time to adapt. 

The same also applies to water. On 
our annual trip to Santa Barbara, I carry 
as much water from home as I can and 
buy bottled water if we run out. (I used 
to work for water districts in Santa Bar
bara and know what their water is like.) 

In addition to native intestinal bac
teria, the dog can also get a bloom of 
soil bacte ria. Puppies and adults often 
like to simply eat garden soil. T he av
erage gram o f soil conta ins 2.5 billion 
bacteria , 400,000 fungi , 50,000 algae, 
and 30,000 protozoa. The soil bacteria 
aren't adapted to living in the dog's in
testine and can have a population bloom 
in the intestine that produces diarrhea. 

In these cases the dogs are happy 
and playful. T hey don 't act sick. T hey 
just have diarrhea. These respond very 
well to the antibiotic metronidazole (the 
generic name for Flagyl). It will often 
clear up the dia rrhea within 12 hours 
but you need to keep giving it for the 
recommended number of days to avoid 

relapses. Kim's litte rmates loved to eat 
the grass and roots and dirt and went 
though a lot o f me tronidazole. And 
Pepto Bismol table ts. One vet recom
mended that I give liquid Pepto Bismol 
to an a iling adult greyhound and the 
result was pink stuff everywhere, on me 
and the dog and the protective towel but 
little in the dog. Now they have devel
oped Pepto tablets which are wonder
ful for dogs with mild cases of the Big 
D. I guess that a mild case of Big D is 
little d. 

Some antibiotics can kill the intes
tinal bacteria or unbalance their com
position with diarrhea reSUlting. This is 
particularly a problem in young pup
pies. A few tablespoons of live culture 
yogurt (preferably goat yogurt) added 
to the dog's food ca n he lp repopulate 
the good bacteria wi th live acidopholus. 
Pasturised yogurt is not helpful here be
cause the bacteria have been killed. You 
need a yogurt that says "Live cultures" 
on the package. I give live culture yo
gurt to any dogs that are on a course of 
metronidazole or other antibiotics. 

Foreigll Bacteria 
In addition to misplaced friendly 

bacteria there are some types of bacte
ria that are inherently diarrhea produc
ing. Sa lmone lla is the best known of 
these bacte,ia but not the only one. And 

A cool place for a dip appeals to lots of creatures who can leave potentially unpleasant 
bacteria behind. Dot in the fountain. Photo courtesy of Lou and Maria Harrison. 
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yes dogs can get food poisoning. I cook 
eve,ything including eggs and meat. Yes 
wild animals don 't cook their prey, but 
theiJ prey aren) factOlY farmed and me
cha nica lly processed. As scavengers 
dogs may have better carrion eating 
abilities than humans do but I wouldn) 
bet my dogs health on it. Feed fresh 
food or refrigerate le ft overs. 

Protozoal Diarrhea 
Protozoa are microscopic animals, 

often single celled. Coccidia or G iar
dia are a pair of protozoa ns that we 
would like to avoid. Coccidia is the rea
son that my bird feeders are in my front 
yard where the dogs can't reach them. 
Birds carry coccidiosis and a dog with 
Coccidia is not pretty. They don 't run a 
fever but they have severe diarrhea. 
Wildlife carry Giardia and even urban 
water supplies are sometimes infected. 
Giardia is hard to find in a fecal sample 
unless it is really fresh. An antibody test 
is more reliable. But even if you can't 
identify giardia you don 't really have 
to. The treatment is the same as for bac
teria blooms, metronidazole. So for any 
dian'hea where you haven) changed the 
dogs food recently and the diarrhea is 
the only symptom I would lobby my vet 
for a course of metronidazole. 

Idelltifyillg Alld Treatillg Bacterial 
Alld Protozoal Type Diarrheas 

In simple te rms bacterial and pro
tozoan diarrheas usually produce a dog 
that has diarrhea but is happy and eats. 
The treatment is metronidazole, and if 
the dog can be reinfected from the soil 
that treatment may need to be repeated. 
If the dog is just producing a bacterial 
bloom in response to a change in diet, 
then Pepto Bismolmay tide him over 
until his bacteria adapt; but it is better 
not to change die ts abruptly. The bac
terial diarrheas a re often self limiting 
and you can wait them o ut , but why 
would you wan t to? The protozoan 
parasites need metronidazole as soon as 
possible. 

Viral Diarrheas 
With Palvovirus, Coronavirus, and 

Distemper, the dog not only has diar-

Big "D"Continued on page 14 
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rhea but is very ill. Fever, vomiting, and 
lethargy and refusal to eat are accom
panying symptoms. These diseases are 
the reason that the onset of diarrhea in 
the dogs strikes fear into me. Big 0 
could be the first symptom of these life 
threatening iUnesses. My first dog was 
a Collie puppy claimed out of an ani
mal shelter. He died of distemper in 
spite of immediate vaccination. It was 
too late for the vaccination to protect 
him. H e had already bee n exposed. 
Twenty years later I had the misfortune 
of bringing home from some Arizona 
dog shows in the 1970s the first cases 
of Coronavirus seen in Santa Barbara. 

All you can do with a virus is treat 
the symptoms. I fed the dogs Pedialyte 
a nd baby food with a basting syringe 
for nearly ten days until they could re
cover. We went through bottles ofKao
pectilin to coat the digestive tract. But 
nobody died. Parvovirus has a shorter 
duration but requires more intensive 
means to avoid dehydration . Intrave
nous fluids, glucose and, if a lot of 
blood is being lost, IV bloods are given. 
Once the virus has run its course th e 
dog is put on a bland diet (baby food, 
or cooked rice and ground meat, or 
canned prescription diet 10). A gain , 
Kaolin and Pecfin to coat the inflamed 
intestine is a good idea. It 's available 
from most large animal suppliers a nd 

A few too many treats, especially overly rich and fatty ones, can precipitate an episode of 
The Big "D." Captain cleans up some leftovers. Photo courtesy of Chris and Claire Andres. 

th e Omaha Vacci ne mail order com
pany. (800-242-9447) 

Antibiotics don 't help against a vi
ral disease. The best protection against 
these diseases is adequate vaccination. 
Unfortunately vaccines are not always 
stored and give n properly to racing 
Greyhounds and outbreaks of distem
per do occur on farm s and in kennels.! 
would vaccinate any dog coming into 
adoption as ifit had never been vacci
nated. Also a few individual dogs can-

i can i own worse enemy. i 
likes bananas, among other things. Photo courtesy of Peggie O'Brien. 
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not produce antibodies in response to 
vaccines. This is rare, but there is a small 
number of dogs that don't develop im
munity. 1 had a veterinarian once who 
could not respond to rabies vaccine. So 
he had to be particularly careful not to 
be exposed. 

Parvovirlls, Distemper, 
And CorollavirllS 

These can aU live in the soil for 
years. 111is makes them particularly bad 
for breeders because an infected litter 
can contaminate the property and then 
litters born later can be infected. Or one 
sick dog can contaminate your back 
yard and then dogs that move in a year 
later could be infected. For the virus dis
eases, prevention is your best protec
tion. 

Viral Diarrheas Need Immediate 
Vet Care Alld Diagllosis. 

The dog's life is at stake with these. 
Antibiotics won't help but fluids, elec
trolytes, and supportive care may save 
the dog. And remember the Kao-pec
tin. 

And yes, the protozoan diarrheas 
can be passed from dog to owner and 
back again. Remember your mother's 
advice and wash those ha nds before 

Big "D"Continued on page 17 
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FOOD AND DIGESTION: DEALING WITH SIMPLE DIARRHRA 

Dealing with the Big "D" 

Diarrhea , also 
known as th e Big 
"D," is a fact of life 
when you own a dog. 
Diarrhea can be a 
pass in g incon ve 
nience or a sign of se
rious illness in your 
animal. Parasites , 
bacter ia, spoil ed 
food , changes in diet 
(the most common 
cause), changes in 
th e environment 
(moves to a ne w lo
cation, a new add i
tion to the famil y), 

by Maureen Nelms 

and anyone of a The cleaning arsena1. 
number of more seri-
ous diseases such as 
patvovirus can cause dialThea. How can 
you tell the difference? 

Diarrhea By ltself Is Not Terrible 
If diarrhea is the o nly symptom 

your dog displays, you likely needn't 
worry. However, if your dog appears 
listless, has a temperature (a dog's nor
mal temperature, taken rectally, should 
be 99.5-102 F or 37.5 to 39 C*), if there 
is blood in the stool, or if the dog is 
vomiting or coughing, take it to the vet
erinarian immediate ly. Do not give the 
dog any type of medication to stop the 
diarrhea as this may inte rfere with the 
vet's diagnosis. 

To prevent diarrhea when chang
ing your dog's diet, the most important 
thing to remember is to take it slow. 
Change the food over a period of a few 
weeks, initia lly adding 114 ofthe new 
food to 3/4 of the old, and working up 
to 112 of each, then 3/4 new and 1/4 old. 

Celebrating Greyhoullds 

This will allow your dog to get used to 
the food and should prevent gas and 
diarrhea. Adding a large tablespoon or 
two of natural yogurt with acidophilous 
or canned pumpkin may help. 

If the re is no apparent reason for 
your dog's diarrhea, and if there are no 
other medical signs, you can keep all 
food away from the dog for a period of 
24 hours. Ensure the dog has plenty of 
fresh water and make sure the dog is 
drinking as diarrhea can be very dehy
drating. Once the 24 hours are up, give 
your dog plain boiled rice for the next 
few mea ls and gradually add in one 
other food a t a time. A meal of com
posed of 3/4 rice and 114 cottage cheese 
is a good choice. Feeding regular food 
to a dog whose digestive system is un
der stress can cause food allergies. By 
now the diarrhea should be gone if there 
is no t a more serious problem. If it is 
still continu ing, take the dog into the 
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vet. Take a stool 
sample with you 
for a fecal analysis 
to check for para
s it es. Round-
worms , hook -
WOIms, tapcWOIm s, 
coccidia , g iardi a 
and othe rs are a ll 
parasites that your 
dog ca n pick up 
and that cause diar
rhea. Your vet will 
be able to give you 
medication to COf

rect this problem. 
Yo u may wish to 
give your dog anti-
diarrh ea medica
tion . Imodium 

eases gut contractions thereby eliminat
ing pain. However, if toxins or bacteria 
are causing the diarrhea, this medica
tion would only make the si tua tion 
worse. Pepla Bismal is an anti-inflam
matory tha t coats the stomach, and is 
generally safe for most dogs. However, 
dogs with a sensitivity to aspi rin should 
not be given this drug. A phone call to 
the veterinarian is always a wise pre
caution before medicating your pet. 

Cleallillg "I' 
[f you were lucky, you were home 

when your dog had its attack of diar
rhea and you got it outside in time. If 
you weren't lucky and weren't available 
to let your dog out , how can you clean 
up the mess? One of the simplest and 
easiest methods is to use o ne of the 
steam cleaning machines for ca rpe ts 
such as the Bissell Big o r Little Green 

Dealing With Continued on page 17 
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BEHAVIOR 

Canine Calling Cards 

Wh e n yo u ' re o ut 
walking your dog, do you 
spend your lim e walking 
- or waiting whi le your 
dog reads the "daily news" 
and then leaves his own 
damp calling card? Are 
youf walks more of a stroll 
from shrub to tree? Smarl 
strides out, slow, stop at 
stu mp, sn iff, sniff, snort, 
sidestep, squirl , stroll on? 
Swing ove r, s nuffl e, 
snume, squat, stride on? 

Tile Dallce 
[ could write a coun

try lin e dance he re. Step 
forward, stop. Step side, 
SlOp. Ste p be hind , ste p 
side, slop. Shuffle, shuffle, 
shuffle, s t op. Slide
step,slide -sle p, stop. See 
what I mean? Perhaps your 
dog prefers Ihe Conga. 
One and two and Conga, 
leg lifts righi , leg litis left , 
one and two and Conga. 

by Maureen Nelms 

ticular about how he 
leaves messages with 
his feel. He scra tch es 
with one front foot , Ihen 
the olher, then individu
a lly with each back 
fOOl, the n all four feet 
toge th e r, prope lling 
himself off the ground 
in his enthusiasm with 
littl e vocal hurumphs 
and woashes to add em
bellishment He propels 
dirt , sa nd and debris 
several feet in the air, 
showering the unwary 
and his own back legs. 
Sometimes he goes 
through his entire "ma
cho" dance two or three 
times for emphasis, all 
at the same tree. He 
does not look like a dog 
that is leaving a mes
sage sayi ng, "I'm se n
sit ive and easily fright
ened. " He looks as if 
he's saying, "rm the 
biggest and the best; 
I'm the fastest and th e 
smartest." 

Canine behaviourists 
tell us that a dog's sniffing 
and marking behaviour is 
really communication be
tween dogs. The sniffing 
dog " reads" the messages 
letl by other dogs that have 
passed by and then marks 
the area with urine, feces 

There seem to be a few new messages in the neighborhood. At least Lash 
thinks so. Photo courtesy of Jim and Terri McCann. 

Do dogs have a sense 
of ho nesty? Ca n they 
tell the difference be
tween reality and fan
tasy jusl using Iheir in-

or scratches on the ground 
to le t a ny dogs coming by late r know 
that they were there. Apparently they 
can tell the hea lth , sex, and status of 
other dogs just by Ihe signs Ihey leave 
be hind. I wonde r though, do Ihe dogs 
telilhe lruth? 

What Do Tiley Mea,,? 
Whe n my greyhound , Boone, a 

genlle, Ihunderphobic wimp, Ufls his leg 
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high on a tree, is he saying, "I'm a timid 
omega" or does he lie and leave mes
sages that he wishes were true? How 
do dogs learn this behavior? Is it in
stinct? Do Ihey allend Canine Journal
ism School? Do they learn from other 
dogs or are they self-ta ught? After all , 
they're both the reader and Ihe reporter. 
So, is Boone's message to the o lher dogs 
fact or a work o[ [iclion? He is very par-

Fall 1998 

credible sense of smell? 
And how exactly can 

Ihe anima l behavio urists dete rmine 
what dogs ca n te ll from all that sniff
ing? I wish I knew what kind of mes
sages Boone was leaving but I don'l. 
About the only thing I do know, is Ihat 
I obviously spend way too much time 
holding the e nd of a leash while he 
leaves his personal notations. 

Ce/ebmlil1g Greyholll1ds 
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high school biology. But many people 
are unaware that all the chemical mes· 
sengers in the body (hOlmones) are pro
teins as well. The obvious effects of 
essenti a l amino acid (protein) de fi 
ciency are weakness and muscle was t· 
ing. But some of the so-called non-es
sential amino acids can be impo rtant 
players in health and healing as well. 
Glutamine is a key so urce of energy 
for the cells that line the gastrointesti
nal tract. Any disease process or stress 
that injures the G I tract may benefit 
from glutamine supplementation. Such 
conditions might include pa rvo virus, 
inllammatory bowel disease, pancreati· 
tis and recove ry from GI surge ry. L
Carnitine helps cells throughout the 
body make ene rgy. Supplementation is 
recommended in cond itions of hea rt 
muscle disease. Taurine is an essential 
nutrient in the cat 's diet. Cats, both 
large and small, are unable to manufac· 
ture taurine within the ir bodies like the 
rest of us, and so must eat it in the ir 
diets. Taurine-deficient cats are suscep· 
tible to heart disease and degeneration 
of the ret ina of the eye, leading to blind
ness. Dimethylglycine (DMG) en
hances oxygen use by cells, improving 
muscle activity. It has been used for 
years as a supplement for racing horses 
and greyhounds. It enhances the activ
ity of the immune system and is con
sidered useful in the treatment of con
ditions such as asthma, allergy and in
flammation. 

Esselllial Fally Acids 
Esse ntial fatty acids, primarily 

omega-6 and omega·3, are used in the 
treatment of skin conditions in humans 
and animals. Omega-3 fatty acids are 
found in fish oils. Omega-6 fatty acids 
are in evening primrose oil , borage oil 
and some others.TIlese fatty acids slow 
or stop the creation and activation of in· 
flammation and so are useful in allergy, 
arthritis and perhaps many conditions 
where inflammation causes ce ll dam
age. PCA or proanthocyanidins, a re 
plant products that prevent or slow the 
degradation of fats by oxygen (lipid 
peroxidation). PCAs have been isolated 
from grape seeds and pine bark. 

.:. 
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handling your or your dog's food. Es
pecially wash your hands between han
dling pet birds and your or your dog's 
food . I once visited a Greyhound ken
nel that also raised livestock. I helped 
them bottle feed some cute baby lambs 
that they had just bought at an auction. 
The lambs had severe diarrhea. In the 
next week, both my aged parents, most 
of my dogs, and I came down with di
arrhea. Then I read a clipping about an 

Dealing With Continued from page 15 

Steam Machine. First, clean up as much 
mess as possible using paper towels and 
rubber gloves (okay, and a clothes peg 
for your nose) . Using your stea m 
vacuum machine, s lowly pour some 
very hot water from a kettle or pot over 
the carpel, then use the vacuum to suck 
it back out of the carpet. Repeat this un
til the stain disappears, then just use the 
steam cleaning part (shoots hot water 
into the carpet) and suck it back up. If 
you don 't ha ve access to a s tea m 
vacuum, the re are a lso commercia lly 
available products that break down the 
enzymes over a few weeks such as 
Nature's Miracle. TIleY are usually easy 
to apply. Just pour onto the stain and 
cover with tinfoil so it doesn't get 
stepped on. The commercia l enzyme 
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infect ious diarrhea that could be passed 
from livestock to humans. It was too 
late. Wash those hands, especially if ei
theryou or the dogs have "The Big D." 

Cancer, Aufo·hnmune, Stress 
TIle last three forms of diarrhea will 

have to wait until the next issue. These 
are cancer, stress and autoim mune in· 
fl ammation of the intestine. 

products usually get rid of the smell but 
do not always get rid of the mark. Some 
regular carpet shampoos such as Shout 
or Fantastic will often get rid of the re
mains of the stain. It may be necessary 
to go over it several times to remove it 
completely from your carpel. Club soda 
or diluted white vinegar is also good to 
remove stains if applied immediate ly. 
The quicker you get to work on the 
sta in , the easier it will be to get it to
tally out of the carpet. 

* Take your dog's temperature a few 
times when it is healthy, so you have a 
baseline to work from when the dog is 
ill. Forthesame reason it is a good idea 
to also take the dog's pulse and respira
lion rates. 
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TRAINING AND FOOD 

Food Training 

Training Without the Clicker 

by Patricia Gail Burnham 

When Plny/railling YOllr Dog was 
published, the readers' and reviewers' 
responses were overwhelmingly com
plimentary. This was nice because writ
ers, like obedience dogs, can use all the 
positive reinforcement that they can get. 
But one reader had a complaint to make 
about the book's training methods and 
it was a valid objection. She had been 
the victim of an automobile accident 
that had left her handicapped and she 
correctly observed that play training is 
a ve ry physically activ e training 
method. 

She was right. It is. It encourages 
the handlerto run,jump and play with 
the dog and it was developed because I 
like very active dogs (Dogs don 't come 
much more active than Greyhounds) 
and I enjoy playing with them. But what 
about the handicapped, or e lderly, o r 
just physically unfit handlers? There 
should be a way for them to train their 
dogs without a lot of physical effort. At 
the time that the lady wrote to me, I 
didn't have an answer for her but I kept 
looking for one. 

All Easier Way 1'0 Traill 
A s I got older and the dogs got 

younger, I wanted an easy way to teach 
them the basic stand, sit, down, and heel 
without having to push, pull and cor
rect the dogs into the desired position. 
I had shown in breed for years and was 
used to baiting dogs into show stands, 
stop on stands, and gaiting patterns. 
Many obedience folks think that show 
dogs are not trained, but the good show 
dogs are impeccab ly trained. Every 
move they make is choreographed and 
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under control, while at the same time 
they perfo rm with a speed and happi
ness that should make them the envy of 
obedience trainers. There is no place in 
a show ring for an unhappy or slow 
moving dog. 

Why Use Food? 
It was surprisingly easy to adapt 

ring baiting techniques to teaching obe
dience positions. The result was the 
food training methods shown in these 
photos. Then I attended one of Dr. Ian 
Dunbar's excellent seminars on puppy 
training and learned that he was using 
the food baiting technique for his puppy 
training classes in which the dogs are 
too young to stand much correction. He 
was a little apologetic about the method, 
using the youth of the puppies to jus
tify it. I was using food training for both 
puppies and adult dogs and my excuse 
was simply that it works. 

The late Glen Johnson used food 
training for both tracking and obedi
ence. He told about having a long time 
competitor ask how he got his dogs to 
work so well. Johnson replied that he 
used food training. When the competi
tor said that he would never stoop so 
low as to use food training. Glen an
swered, "Good, as long as you don 't use 
food you will be placing below my dogs 
for the rest of your life." 

One of the advantages of food 
training is that it can be used by ve ry 
inactive handle rs and people like the 
handicapped lady who had first asked 
me how to train. But it also works for 
able bodied folks. In food training you 
ra re ly touch the dogs' body. H e is 
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Learning to Heel 

guided with the leash and food and mo
tivated and rewarded with the food. 

Leallillg to Bait 
The first step in the training is to 

teach the dog to bait, that is, to teach 
him to hand feed. Dogs are not born 
knowing how to do this. I wish I had a 
nickel for evelY person who has told me 
they can't food train because their dog 
won't eat. Their dogs wont bait either 
because they are afraid or because they 
have never been taught to bait. First the 
dog has to learn that anything that you 
hand them to eat will tas te better than 
the food that turns up in their dinner pan 
each night. If you ha nd a carrot to a 
horse that has never been hand fed, the 
horse will spit it out and ignore it. The 
same applies to dogs that have not been 

Food Training Continued on page 19 
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taught to bait. In order to teach them to 
bait properly the food has to be some
thing that the dog rea lly likes. I have 
known desperate show owners to use 
flak ed smo ke d tro ut for a dog that 
would bait fo r nothing e lse. More com
mon baits are liver, roast beef, cheese, 
and chicken. The re is a variety of com
mercial dried liver products and jerky 
treats available that are more enticing 
than plain old dog biscuits. 

The second requirement for food 
tra ining dogs is for the dog to be re
laxed.1f a dog is tense or apprehensive 
it ruins his appetite and he is not going 
to eat. You cannot food train and force 
train a dog at the same time. This is one 
of the things Ilike about food training. 
The leash is used for guidance, not snap 
corrections. This would be a good place 
to train on the dead ringora buckle col
lar until you can resist snap correcting 
the dog. In food training sessions the 
dog will accept a light pop on the neck 
as long as it is not punishing. In this 
training me th od we are not trying to 
correct them for being wrong. We are 
trying to patte rn their behavior into the 
habits that we want to create. 

The Techniques 
All of the food training methods 

start with the food concealed in the 
handler's closed hand with the hand at 
the dog's nose. When the dog correctly 
performs the desired move you just 
open your ha nd and the dog gets his 
reward. If the d og tries to reach the re-

The Sit Start 
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ward without making the correct move 
you simply keep your hand closed . To 
get the dog into whatever position we 
want we basically lead him by the nose 
by moving our bait hand. The dog is 
neve r punished in food training and 
rarely corrected . All the incentives are 
positive. His "punishment" is not get
ting the food until he figures out what 
he has todo toget you to open your hand 
and reward him . If he does something 
other than wh at you want you just let 
him try again. Dogs quickly learn that 
when you repeat the exercise without a 
reward it mea ns he did it incorrectly. 
From the dog's point of view, the han
dier is simply a dog treat dispense r and 
the dog will work hard at figuring out 
how to operate you so th at you will let 
him have the treats. (If you add a clicker 
to this and click to indicate the correct 
behavior, it becomes the popular clicker 
tra ining. But while clicker traine rs al
ways use food, food trainers do not a l
ways use clicke rs. In fact most of them 
don't click.) 

The Sit 
For the sit the bait hand moves up 

and back at the same time, moving up 
over the dog's head at a 45 degree angle 
towards his rea r. What we are trying to 

The Sit Finished 
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do is raise his head and gel him to lean 
back. A standing dog can only raise his 
head so far. If he wa nts to reach some
thing higher than hi s standing head 
he ight, then he can ra ise his nose fur
ther by sitting. This changes the angle 
of his back and lets him ra ise his head 
highe r. The leash is snug in this exe r
cise to keep the dog from backing up 
as your hand moves towards his rear. 
As soon as he sits he gets his reward. If 
silting will not ra ise his head high 
enough to reach the bait then the dog's 
nex t way of raising his head even far
ther is to first sit up and then stand on 
his hind legs. Neither is difficult to 
teach, although I try not to teach them 
to extremely large dogs because of the 
length of back that they have to bal
ance. Christopher, the male dog in these 
photos, had never been taught to sit up; 
he just volunteered to do it while we 
were taking the pictures. His much 
smalle r siste r, Love, had been taught 
the sit up and stand up and apparently 
Chris had grown jealous of her show
ing off. If you want to teach the dog to 
sit up, use a cue other than "Sit up" 
which conflicts with the o bedience 
"sit" and "hup" cues. I use "balance" 
as the sit up cue. 

Food Training Continued on page 20 
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Tire Stalld 
For the sta nd your hand is moved 

forwa rd from the dog's nose on the 
same level wi th his nose. He will stand 
up to let his nose fo llow your bait hand 
and you can restrain him with the leash 
to get him to stop in the sta nding posi
tion where he is fed and pelted. All we 
are trying to teach here is the stand, not 
the stand-stay. I f he stands long enough 
to reach your bait hand, that is fine. For 
the stand-stay the dog is first taught the 
stand. The n after he stands I wi ll reach 
down and make small changes in his 
foot positions, then run my hands over 
his body a nd teach him how to stack 
and be to uched . The n [ walk around 
him , keeping my ha nds on him , doing 
a variation of a show examination, and 
always touching him to steady him in 
the sta nd . After circl ing him I end up 
back in the heel position. It takes a long 
time to teach a good stand. Most people 
rush itbecause it seems simple but it is 
the most time-consuming to perfect of 
the novice exercises. 

The Down 
The dog starts in a sitting position . 

For the down your hand drops straight 
down from his nose to his toes. This 
should pull his head down. TIlen the bait 
hand moves forward along the ground. 
And if his nose fo llows, he will walk 
his front feet out into a down position. 
Some dogs walk out part way but keep 

the ir bodies hum ped up to keep the ir 
belly off the ground . Just laying your 
left hand on their back wi ll cause them 
to settle down furth er. As soon as the 
dog is down you ope n your hand to re
ward him with the treat. 

Heelillg 
There arc two basic rules for heel

ing. (I) Food speeds th e dog up. (2) 
Leash corrections slow the dog down. 
Most dogs start out heeling ple nty fast 
and end up hee ling very slowly. Leash 
corrections can bring an untrained dog 
under control because you want to slow 
down the out of control dog. But leash 
correcti ons cannot make a dog work 
faster once it is trained and has gone 
ringsour and that is the reason we see 
so ma ny slow hee ling dogs. All dogs 
start out too fast, so we learn to slow 
them down, especially when judges call 
for a slow heel. When we overshoot into 
excessive slowness it is time to elimi
nate the leash correction and come up 
with a new method to gain speed. Food 
will increase the dog's speed. 

M ost of us are taught to carry the 
leash in both hands for maximum con
tro l of lunging dogs. I still use that 
met hod for rank begin ning dogs but 
why use it for either sensi tive or trained 
dogs? Do you still need to give a two 
handed correction? Since the only func
tion of the leash is to pull back on the 
dog to slow him down, or to tap him 
lightly on the neck ifhe misses a turn, 
couldn 't that be done with the leash held 

The Down Using Bait 
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only in the le ft hand ? It ca n, and I 
changed to one handed lead handling. 
Your left hand with the leash is behind 
the dog's line of vision so he cannot an
ticipate corrections. Your right hand is 
free to bait the dog wh ich e ncourages 
him to stay up with you a nd to keep an 
eye on you. 

I ba it dogs in heeling a t any point 
where I want them to hurry in the· fast 
heel: as they come out of a turn; as they 
comp le te the ha lf of th e figure eight 
where the dog is on the outside of the 
circle; when they first rise o ut of the sit 
to start heeling; anytime th at I want 
them to speed up to keep up wi th me; 
and when I start to run . They learn to 
connect these parts of the exercise with 
food and they deve lop the habit of ac
cele rating to move quickly through 
these maneuvers. 

Tir e Recall 
The reca ll is not illustrated but is 

taught by calling the dog whenever he 
is walking on leash and by stuffing food 
in his mouth when he reaches you. Once 
you have taught him the sit , separately, 
then you can also ask him to sit in front 
of you before he is rewa rded. Dogs 
catch on to the "Come for food" idea 
quick ly. I have taught e ntire litters of 
young puppies to race up to me and sit 

Food Training Continued on page 21 
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for treats whe n they hear "Come." Alii 
have taught them is that when they hear 
the word "Come" I al11 handing out 
food . It works like a charm. For adult 
dogs who have never learned to equate 
Come with food, it has to be taught on 
leash. 

Th e Fillish 
Once he knows how to sit in front 

of you for food. he can learn the fini sh. 
I use a cue other than "heel" for the fin 
ish, since, to the dog, fini shing and heel
ing are different. And don' t LI S the word 
"Fini sh" because that is what the j udge 
will say. luse " Go around" for a clock
wise circle and "S wing" for a counter
clockwise fini sh. For the fini sh the dog 
is led throug h the maneuver with hi s 
nose. F or the Swing fini sh you lead him 
in a counterc lockwi se circle past your 
left side and get him to turn around and 
sit beside you. For the fini sh around 
your body you lead him in a clockwise 
circ le past your right side. behind you 
and back up to your left side where he 
sits. The bait hand is on a level with his 
nose while you are guiding him around 
the circle. Once he is in heel position 
you raise yo ur bait hand to bring hi s 
head up and cue him to sit. 

Halld Sigllals 
While you have not been trying to 

teach the dog hand signals. the fac t that 
he is fo llowing your bait hand through 
all these exerc ises wi ll have taught him 
his first lessons in hand signals. The ris
ing hand means "sit. " The hand going 
down to the ground means "down". The 
hand moving away from hi s nose at 
nose level mans "stand." The circle to 
your left side means "S wi ng fini sh." 
The hand mov ing away from his nose 
at nose level rnans "stand." The circle 
to your left side means "Swing fini sh;" 
while the circle to your right side means 
"Fini sh cloc kwi se." When the time 
comes to teach him form al hand signals, 
yo u can build o n wh at he alread y 
knows. 

Celeb/'(l/illg Greyhollnds 

The Finish 

Using Hand Signals To Entice Your Hound 

Christopher Having Fun 

Author 's note: The illustrated {log, 
Christophel; IVas 1I 0 t a trailled dog. He 
was a sweet and slow/y maturing, sev
enteen-mollth old alld as much of a be
ginner as allY of yo ill'S. 
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This article was originally wrillen and 
published ill Off-Lead. 1982. alld up
dated by Patricia Gail Bumlllll1l espe
cially for CO Magazine. MallY thallks f 
- Ed. 
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T RAINING : WITH THE CLICKER 

Can Greyhounds Learn? 

You Bet! 

Carolyn Clark in the back row with Duffy, the first greyhound with which she had worked in her 
training class. Photo by Jody Frederick. 

Foreword by Jody Frederick: 

This article was written ill 1996 ill re
sponse to (III inquiry 01/ the CLICKER· 
L (all email discussion list about clicker 
frailling) about ex- racing greyhounds 
and their involvemellt ill obelliell ce 
classes usi llg positive reinforcement 
trai"illg. Since that lime, the school has 
had several ex-racers enrolled ill its 
classes, including Olle class specifically 
for greyho/lluls. 
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by Carolyn Clark 

I have limited experie nce with 
greyhounds in class. However, the first 
dog, Duffy, at the end of six weeks was 
sitt ing, lying down, following the tar
ge t Slick, beginning to mouth a dumb
bell , giving great eye contact and walk
ing nicely on a loose lead. Lures wi th 
hot dog bits were the way to go. The 
owner was really committed to the dog 
and was moti vated to get a strong asso
ciation to the clicker. 

I think I wrote some lime ago about 
my experience this summer giving a 
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clicker demo at the Greyhound Asso
ciation Summer Picnic. I hadn't seen 
Duffy for a lmost a year. When I arrived 
for the demonstration, Duffy was across 
the demo area. I said, " Hi , Duffy. Want 
to help?" He trotted over and immed i
ately sal in front of me, tail wagging. A 
collective "Oooooohhh" went up from 
the crowd. Part of the demonstrat ion 
was with the target stick (a two-foot 
long stick with one end that is taped to 

Can Greyhounds Continued on page 23 
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give it a distinct colour) and a five year
old dog that was a few months off the 
track. I did perhaps three short sessions 
with him and then at the last session, I 
put the plate of hot dogs on the table 
and dropped his leash. He cruised along 
the table, nose hesitating inches from 
the hotdogs, and turned away two steps 
to touch the targe t st ick ! That was im
pressive to me. The 1110St impressive 
thing to the crowd? Duffy sat. 

Duffy's owner is in class now wi th 
her second retired racer, a female named 
Amy. She is very calm , not as animated 
as Duffy. We have sugges ted for Amy 
that her owner, l ady, pract ise having 
her do her sits and downs on her bean 
bag bed at home and then bring the bed 
to class. That seems to be working! Si t 
is easier, it seems with Amy. Sit is not 
natural for Duffy, but he is more will
ing at this point. 

Although we are training "stand at 
heel" rather than sit/ stand/s tay, one of 
our instructors, Gerry, had had Duffy 
in a second level class some months ago 
had Duffy prancing over, tail -wagging, 
and silting. What a memory! It was so 
much fUll. 

As Gerry was showing how the 
clicker can catch the exact behaviour, 
Duffy lifted one front foot. Click/treat. 
Repeat.. .. While Gerry was talking to 
the c lass, Duffy began holding the foot 
lip. C li ck/treat. Two more short ses
sions, Gerry said, "Sore paw?" Duffy 
held up his paw. Voi la ! a new trick ! 

A week later, at another new clicker 
class, Gerry introduced lody and Duffy 
and call ed Duffy over and said, "Sore 
paw?" Duffy sat and raised his foot. 

How SOOIl Afte,. Adoptillg? 
So, can greyhounds learn ? YOU 

BET! Yo ur client may be expecting a 
lot in o nly three weeks. One persa ll 
brought thei r ex-racer to the class after 
having her only three weeks! 

Some dog s won't take food in 
class. At first new dogs will have more 
success at home. I suspect stress is con
tributing to the dog not taking food in 
class. 

We reall y try to modify our expec
tat ions for the indi vidual needs of c li -

Ct'fl.'iJralillg GreyJrO/lI/dJ 

Dine, a five year old retired greyhound, learns to touch the target stick. Photo by Jody Frederick. 

ent and dog. We teach them the prin
ciples and show the process and encour
age owners to use them in the best way 
for thei r dog. 

eWU/YIl Clark has beel/leaching people 
how to build beller relatiol/ships wilh 
their dogs for thirty years. She is the 
owner and director of rhe Cenlre for 
Applied Canille Behaviour ;11 KOIlOfa , 

011lario. E-ma if: carolark @;gs. llel 

Advanced obedience class. Training can be fun for both dog and owner with the right tech
niques and expectations. Photo courtesy of Jody Frederick. 
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MEDICAL 

FeE: Fibrocartilaginous Emboli 

The Increasingly Common Condition With The Uncommon Name 

By Laura Culbert, DVM 

Which one of these dogs has Fe E? From left to right: Pretty Boy, Cookie and Maggie. In rear, 
Cassanova. All belong to Eileen McCaughern,Bethany, Conn. Photo by Marcia Herman. 

Greyhounds have been bred for su
perior athleticism. Their endurance and 
heavy hind limb muscle mass make 
them the fastest of all canines. Because 
of this, it is in question whe ther they 
may be predisposed to a condition that 
greyhound owners or breeders should 
be aware of. The condition is termed 
Fibrocartilaginous emboli (FCE). This 
can affect ambulation by causing a 
blood clot in the vessels that supply the 
spinal cord. 

The source of FCE is presumed to 
be extruded intervel1ebral disk material. 
However, the pathway of entry of this 
material into the blood vessels is not 
clearly understood. Arteries and veins 
can contain blood clots. In theory, nu
merous vessels must be obstructed to 
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cause spinal cord injury. 
Direct entrance of Fibrocartilage 

into a spinal artery or vein during acute 
disk herniation has been the proposed 
mechanism for FCE. The extrusion of 
disk mate rial can some times tear the 
artery, creating bleeding in or around 
the spinal cord. This leads to the injury 
and varying degrees o f paralysis or 
types of gait abnormalities. 

Trauma and vigorous exercise 
seem to play an important role in the 
production ofFCE. The stress placed 
on the spine in such activity increases 
the chance of acute disk herniation. 

The incidence of FCE in dogs is 
unknown but is considered rare. 
Cheshire Veterinary Hospital sees an es
timated fifteen to twenty cases per year. 
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Large and giant breeds in additio n to 
the athletic breeds are most commonly 
affected . Most canine cases occur in 
dogs between three and seven yea rs of 
age. There is no apparent sex predispo
sition in dogs. 

The signs of FCE are typically very 
acute , developing over minutes to 
hours, with stabilization of signs in the 
first twenty-four hours. Rare ly, signs 
may progress over two to three days. 
The severity of neurological signs var
ies depending on where the lesion is in 
the spinal cord and on how extensive it 
is. Dogs can have signs ranging from 
mild gait abnormalities to complete pa-

FeE Continued on page 25 
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ra lysis and loss of fecal and urinary 
control. 

Although pain on spinal manipu
lation may be present briefly after the 
clot passes, affected dogs do not usu
ally display pain. Once the trauma to 
the cord occurs, w ith time, many dogs 
gel better or at leas t recover to the point 
of walking without assistance. In a few 
cases, signs continue to progress to the 
point where nothing can be done to re
store ambulation. 

Diagnosis ofFCE is based on care
ful attention to hi story and signs. Evalu
ation of the spinal cord should include 
x- rays, cerebrospinal fluid analysis and 
a special dye study ca lled a myelogram. 
In a few cases, CT scan or MRI studies 
can help delineate the problem. 

The treatment of FCE is large ly 
support ive. Attention must be paid to 
cleanliness, prevention of bedsores and 
urine scalding, the intake of food and 
water, and the an imal's general attitude 
and well being. FeE is not considered 
a surgica l disease unless a compressive 
mass cannot be eliminated. 

The prog nosis for recovery is gen
era lly hopeful but is dependent on the 
presence or absence of deep pain per
ception and quality of neurological re
flexes. T he absence of deep pain sensa
tion indicates a very poor prognosis re
gardless of therapy unless suffic ient 
time is g iven to see improvement. 

The patie nt should be eval uated 
several times during the first twenty
four to thirty-six hours of injury to de
termine if there are positive or negative 
changes in condition. Animals that dem
onstrate improvement in cl inica l signs 
with in the first seven to twenty-one days 
may make a functional recovery. If there 
is no improvement during thi s time 
frame , the prognosis for functional re
covery is poor. 

This leaves two options: eutha na
sia or a wa lking cart. 

Greyhounds are not usually a breed 
a!Tected by arthritis. Therefore, if you 
eve r not ice a n ac ut e fore limb or 
hindlimb lameness or gait abnorma li ty, 
consult a veterinarian to ru le out FeE 

Celebmfillg Gl'eyhollllti.\· 

Pretty Boy's post-recovery right side gait. Photo by Marcia Herman. 

Pretty Boy's post-recovery left side gait. Photo by Marcia Herman. 

Dr Laura Culbert is a velerinariall at Cheshire Veterinary Hospital ill Cheshire, 
COllnecticut. She dealt lIIilh Pretty Boy l\;fcCalighem s FCE which is fhe subject of 
the article/allowing this aile. 

(fyour dog callnot walk or needs a lValking carl, please read ill the summer 1998 
issue of CG about "The Unsinkable Darbie 0 'Gill," the remarkable greyhound 
wllo used slIcll a carl III/til she recoveredfrom her massive injuries .- Ed. 
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MEDICAL CASE: FCE 

Pretty 
Boy's 

Triumph 
Over 
FeE 

by Eileen McCaughern 

May 2 1, 1997 was a day I' ll never 
forget. What was supposed to be a rou
tine day turned into a nightmare. I had 
just gotten home from work and started 
turning out my Greyhounds. All seemed 
well. The hounds were happily funning 
and play ing. My eyes followed Pretty 
Boy, as I watched him race and leap. 
Suddenly, fo r no apparent reason, he 
took a spill a nd co uldn ' t ge t up . I 
thought the worst. I thought he had bro
ken his back. 

I ran to the phone a nd called the 
Veterinary Em e rge ncy Serv ice in 
C heshire, Connecticut and to ld them I 
was on my way with my injured Pretty 
Boy. I dealt with the o ther three hounds. 
Then I had to f igure out how to get my 
poor dog into my Jeep without doing 
morc damage to him . 

I drove my Jee p as close to him as 
I could and s licked in my breath as I 
li fted him oh, so care fully, into the back. 
The n I Oew. 

The Emergency Service vet came 
to my car as soon as I drove into the 
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Pretty Boy now. Photo by Marcia Herman. 

yard. The f irst thing she did was to see 
ifPretty Boy had any feeling in hi s legs 
and toes. It didn't look good. Then the 
veterinarian took x- rays to determine 
if there were any obvious fractures. 

Luckily there were no s igns o f a 
break, but Pretty Boy was no t out of 
th e wood s. The nex t ste p was a 
myelogram to see if there was nerve 
damage. They scheduled that for the 
fo llowing day and put Pretty Boy on 
stero id s imm ed iate ly to prevent 
swelling. T here was nothin g more I 
could do, so I went home and checked 
on my Pre tty Boy's progress every two 
hours by telephone. 

The nex t day, res ult s of the 
mye log ram showed no s ig n s of 
proble ms that might require surgery. 
Howeve r, The diagnos is was FeE: 
fibrocarti laginous emboli sm, meaning 
there mig ht be a blood c lo t in the 
vesse ls that supply his sp in a l co rd . 
There was nothing more they could do 
for him at the Emergency Service. T he 
rest was lip to me. 
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His back legs were paralyzed; he 
couldn 't stand lip. Friends and I got him 
into the house and I started his at-home 
treatment: a mixture ofTLC, innovat ive 
ways of handling him , and doggedness 
- mine and hi s. I drew heavi ly on my 
t we nt y-five years wi th rescued 
greyhollnds and my own greyhounds. 
We both were about to learn a lot. 

My veterinarian advised me to ge t 
a " handling device" to help me lift my 
Pretty Boy. I bo rrowed o ne from a 
fr iend. But I quickly found out that 
beach towels worked much better. 

The fi rst thing I taught Pre tty Boy 
was "liP at the cOllnt of three," lI sing 
the beach towel to balance his hindquar
ters. I came home every day at lunch
time and we did our routine. With Pretty 
Boy working his front end and me hold
ing the back, we went down the long, 
steep greyhound ramp to the ya rd. "The 
Boy's Room" was a m destination and 
necessity (along wi th a lot of encollr-

Pretty Boy Continued on page 27 
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agemcnt) was hi s incenti ve. The trip 
back up the ramp was the hard part , lift
ing his back legs high enough not to 
drag them along the ramp - but we 
managed. 

At first Pretty Boy soiled his bed if 
I wasn' t there but since I had to keep 
my day job to keep my dogs, I couldn't 
a lways be there at the ri ght time. I 
started the home care trea tment by get
ting an orthopedic mattress, covering 
the entire mattress with plastic and put
ting a large plastic sheet under his bed
d ing to protect the floor. I put a fluffy 
comfo rter over the plastic. I changed 
his bedding continually. Lucky for both 
of us, the weather was warm enough to 
hang the constant stream of laundry 
outside to air dry. The washer was 
working two or three times a day. I 
hosed the outer plastic at the same time. 

Sometimes we 'd make it outside. 
Many times we didn ' t. Nothing mat
tered more than seeing Pretty Boy back 
to being himself again - walking. The 
struggle and the mess didn 't matter. All 
that mattered was that the veterinarian 
said the majori ty of cases like Pretty 
Boy 's came out successfully. And I was 
determined that Pretty Boy was going 
to be one of the majority. I know he was 
just as detennined. 

After about six weeks of my being 
Pretty Boy's hind legs, it happened! I 
came home at lunchtime to find that he 
had actually gotten up and moved to the 
front door to meet me - a distance of 
about twelve feet, but it was the world 
to me! 

He made dai ly progress after that, 
trying desperately every step ofth e way. 
About twe lve wee ks la ter, ano the r 
accomplishment. He insisted on going 
on his first walk with the gang (my three 
other greyhounds.) He was very wobbly 
but full o f spirit and determi na tion . He 
vocalized with joy for the entire walk 
of about a count ty block. 

Now, over a year later, Pretty Boy 
is back to himself again. He has a mi
no r limp, and he th rows his rear leg out 
oddly, but otherwise he's as normal as 
any g reyhound except for being more 
spo iled than a greyhound ought to be. 

This July, Pretty Boy and his lit -
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First, the swimming lesson. Pretty Boy gets his lesson from Eileen McCaughern. 

Then the realization that this is fun . Pretty Boy smiles. Photos by Marcia Herman. 

termate Maggie and fellow greyhounds, 
Cassanova and Cookie, vacationed with 
me at a lake in Vermont. We tried swim
ming, massage, magnets, and homeo
pathic remedies to see if any of them 
would help him move even more li ke 
before. Pretty Boy rea lly enj oyed the 
water. 

Pretty Boy and I bonded so much 
during thi s experience that sometimes; 
he seems li ke th ree g reyhounds in one, 
a ll focused on me. He's the most active, 
fe isty, spo il ed g reyhound J've ever 
owned or rescued. But then, he's also 
my brave white knight in shining armor, 
and he knows it. 

Fall 1998 

Eileen McCa /ig /rern has placed 
approximately 3, 125 greyhounds since 
1973 ",IIell slIe adopted IIer jirst grey
hound, Terry Canary, f rom th e 
Seabrook Track. When she discovered 
hal\! wondeljit! Ten ), CanOlY was, she 
started makillg trips f rom COllnecticut 
to New Hampshire ill a borrowed van 
to pick lip other dogs to p lace from her 
/rome ill COllnecticut. Whell Plainfield 
Greyhound Park opened in 1976 she 
started placing Connecticut greyhounds 
and noll' also places /rounds fro m the 
S/roreline lrack ill Bridgeport. Origi
lIa lly part of ROil WalsekS REGAP, slIe 
formed REGAP o{CT, Illc. ill 1984. 

Page 27 



LIFE STAGES: THEIR W ORLDS E XPAND 

Kira 5: New Homes 
by Patricia Gail Burnham 

Mastering the fin e art of landscaping. The puppies explore the great outdoors. Photo by Patricia Gail Burnham. 

Pupp)' Antics 
Gradua lly the puppies bega n to 

pl ay in the bi g ya rd whe never th e 
weather was clear. They ate everyth ing . 
They ate the grass in the yard down to 
the roots and then they ale the dirt and 
the roots. They chewed the stems o rthe 
hydrangeas. They di scovered a rott ing 
stump at the far end of the yard and 
dragged pieces c fit back into their room 
to chew into shreds. Now that they were 
teething they loved rocks . I took more 
small pebbles out of their mouths than 
I could count. A puppy would go by and 
I would hear it crunching on something 
hard. \Vhen I reached into their mouth 
I would find yet another sl1100lh rock. 

Sheenll Closes Tile lHilk Bill' 

When they were eight weeks old 
Sheena closed up the mil k bar. Annie 
had never intent ionally weaned her pup-
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pies but Sheena had her own ideas. 
When the puppies tried to nurse she 
would growl at them. If Ihey actually 
took hold of a nipple she would whi,.1 
around, breaking their hold and growl
ing at them. It was only when she was 
intent on playing with Bravcheart that 
the other puppies could sneak up and 
get a quick drink . You could almost see 
them pu shin g him out to pl ay with 
Sheena so they could approach the milk 
bar while her tecth were busy nibbling 
Braveheart . 

The puppies also liked Braveheart 
to keep her front end occupied during 
play time. Then they could climb over 
her back and chase her tail without the 
risk of becoming Ihe object of her at
tention. 

Slu,./iug To Go To New flomes 
I Sp Cllt a lot of time at the airport 
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tllcking them into li ttle crates and ship
ping them off. The first to ship out were 
Sil ver Lady and the Red Boy who new 
to the Gordons in New Mexico. The 
Gordons had owned Beauty, the grand
mother of thc litter. They renamed Sil
ver Lady to Sil ver Beauty in honor of 
her grandmother. Then Midnight new 
to Linda in Connecticut where she got 
to meet her grandfather, Traveler. And 
that may be the last puppy that I ever 
ship out. She arrived on the east coast 
with an injured back and had to undergo 
a lot of vet care and acupuncture before 
she was healed. She was also terri
fi ed of crates. The only thing that could 
have done her that mllch damage would 
have been for the crate 10 be dropped 
during its change of planes. Of all the 
puppies I have shipped out she was the 
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only one to be hurl on the trip, and I 
had grown to trust the airlines - which 
was a mistake. 

A charming father and daughter 
came to visit the litter several times and 
Fonzi and Kira really put themselves out 
to impress them. Fonzi had ignored 
other visitors but he plainly thought that 
these should be his people. He played 
with them and sucked lip to them with 
formidable intensity. Kira also took to 
them and sat in their laps and let them 
pick her up. I believe in letting a puppy 
pick its people and urged them to take 
Fonzi. They asked about Kira but I told 
them she was staying with me. At eight 
weeks Fonzi went home with them , 
looking like a very small puppy tucked 
in the anns ofa good sized man. When 
I visited him later to give him the rest 
of his shots I found him living in luxu
riolls surroundings with a huge, beauti
fully landscaped, yard and an elderly 
Labrador who mothered him. He also 
had cats and show chickens to play with. 
Fonzi had made a good choice. 

Everybody Loves Rillgo 
Everybody wanted Ringo. The 

young couple who had been visiting the 
litter asked for him. But they were a pet 
home and he was one of the flashiest 
show puppies I had ever seen so I po
litely turned them down. A lady from 
Belgium wrote who had always had 
ShaIneet Greyhounds and Ringo looks 
very much like his Shalfleet ancestors. 
When I sent her a picture of him stand
ing alert in the yard, she wanted me to 
send him to Europe. But if he grew up 
as pretty as he looked as a puppy, I 
wanted him shown in this country and 
I might want to breed to him someday 
so I sa id that I couldn 't ship him over
seas. Fina lly a couple inquired about 
him who lived on the East Coast and 
who were now specialing a male Grey
hound. I agreed that they could be 
Ringo's home. But when I said that he 
might not grow up to be huge, they had 
second thoughts. The dog that they were 
showing was on the small side and they 
thought that if he were bigger that he 
might have done more winning. I 
thanked them for backing out. They had 
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Braveheart likes chairs. Photo by Patricia Gail Burnham. 

With a face like this is it any wonder that everybody loves 
Ringo? Photo courtesy of Marcia Herman. 
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virtua lly guaranteed that 
Ringo would be special. 
The last time an owner 
backed out at the last 
minute had been for eh. 
Suntiger Silverhawk who 
had promptly gone to his 
first specialty and won 
Winners Dog. I don't usu
ally keep white puppies, 
but Ringo was sucking up 
to me at a formidable rate 
and he cou ld stay around 
until the perfect home 
turned up. In the end the 
perfect home was mine 
and he never left. 

Braveheart Shops For 
A HOllie 

Fonzi's owners had 
asked to take Braveheart 
because he was the same 
co lor as their previous 
Greyhound. But I per
suaded them that Fonzi 
wanted to live with them 
and de layed sending 
Braveheart to a new 
home, keeping him to en
tertain Sheena. When he 
was twelve weeks old, 
Braveheart would drop 

Kira Continued on page 30 
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into a stalk and target Kira . Her head 
would come lip when she saw what he 
was doing, and she would fly at him in 
outrage and chase him around the yard. 
That was his idea of a good game and 
the reason he would stalk her in the first 
place. 

Ki ra was still the sma ll est but she 
was a lso the fastest and most deter
mined puppy. She would run rabbit for 
the rest of the puppies, running in the 
lead and daring them to chase her. She 
would fly around the yard as a little red 
streak with the other puppies strung out 
behind her. 

Pools, Patios, lIIId LlIps 
As spring moved into the hot Sac

rame nto SUl11m er she was the only 
puppy who learned to ge t into the wad
ing pool on the patio. Afte r leading the 
other puppies on laps of the yard she 
wou ld climb into the pool and stand in 
water up to her be lly. Then she would 
duck her head under the surface and 
rai se it suddenly, throwing water down 
her back. And having cooled herse lf off, 
she would then dare he r litter mates to 
chase her until thei r tongues were hang
ing out , while she remained br ight and 
bouncy and ready for anothe r lap of the 
yard. 

Each run would end at the wading 
pool where she would c limb in and cool 
off, while the rest of the puppies would 
line up around the outside to pant and 
drink . Then she would get out and dare 
th e res t of the puppi es to chase her 
again. They would be puffing and pant
ing and never did figure out that they 
could ge t into the pool to cool off. In
stead she regularly ran them to a stand
sti II. 

If a person dared sit in one of the 
lawn chairs on the pati o they would be 
mobbcd with puppies eager to be picked 
up. Some of the 111 0St enterprising pup
pies learned to c limb into laps unaided 
but Kira never did. She didn 't have to . 
She would present herself in the sure 
expectation that I would pick her up, and 
she was never disappointed. I would lift 
her and tuck her under my chin with a 
kiss. Meanwhile Braveheart would have 
climbed into my lap on hi s OWI1. 
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/Jr(llJelIea"t, Lllllcelot, 111111 Bilbies 
Betty Lou borrowed Braveheart to 

see how he wou ld ma na ge w ith 
Lance lo t a nd Spode. Lance lot was 
huge, black and Sheena 's brother, while 
Spode was sma ll , blue and his older sis
te r. One day while I was at work, Betty 
Lou picked up Braveheart and took him 
to her house for the afte rnoon. On the 
way home that night I stopped to take 
him home. When I arrived there were 
the three Greyhounds in the front yard. 
Spode was ignorin g the new puppy 
whi le Lan ce lo t and Braveheart both 
looked pl eased with them se lves as 
Brave heart danced around Lance lot. 
W he n I put Braveheart in th e c ar 
Lance lot looked concerned. In my rear 

Braveheart, the gentleman and Kira's nursing 
buddy, is still her specia l fri end. Photo by 
Patricia Gail Burnham. 

view mirror I could see him standing at 
the ga te watching intently as I drove 
away. Lance lot has a lways had a spe
c ial re lati onship with babies. Betty Lou 
takes her dogs to loca l malls to meet 
people and Lancelot 's favor ite form of 
people is babies. We have often talked 
about his amazing ability to get strang
ers to hold down their ten-pound infants 
so this hundred pound predator can gen
tly touch noses with the kid . The touch 
of his cold nose makes the babies giggle 
which is part of th ei r attractioll. The 
othe r part of their attraction is the way 
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they smell. La nce lot is a Greyhound 
with an amazingly sensitive nose and 
he sees the world through scent. When 
I would drive by Betty Lou 's with a car 
full of puppy laundry on the way to the 
laundromat Lancelot would beg to sme ll 
the inside of my car and we would take 
him out and watch him lovingly sniff 
every object of th e puppy laundry. 
Lancelot has an amazingly expressive 
fa ce. It is ve ry easy to te ll hi s thoughts 
from hi s expression. Once when the 
puppies were young I arrived with not 
only th e laundry but with Sheena. 
Lance lot bounded out to gree t her only 
to do a double take as he sme lled her 
milk bar. I-Ie sniffed her ca re fully en
tranced by the odors of milk and pup
pies and with hi s ex pressive face a mix
ture o f de light and amazement. It was 
a lways fun to let Lance lot sme ll some
thing new and watch his reactions . 

He watched me drive Braveheart 
away until we reached the freeway ramp 
and turn ed out of sight. Sheena was 
thrilled to have Braveheart back and 
checked him over carefully for damage. 
The next time that Betty Lou ca me to 
vis it the puppies Sheena met her at the 
front door. As Betty Lou headed for the 
puppy room Sheena did something I had 
never seen before. She blocked Betty 
Lou 's way by standing crosswise in front 
of her. Each time Betty Lou would step 
around he r and start to wa lk aga in , 
Sheena would c ircle he r, ge t in front of 
her aga in, and stop to block he r way. 
They repeated thi s dance a haifa dozen 
times thro ugh th e li vi ng room and 
kitchen. 

Betty LOll said, " What is she do
ing?" And I replied, "She is getting be
tween you and Braveheart. From her 
point of view you kidnapped him and I 
rescued him and brought him home. 
She's a fra id you will take him again . 
Next time maybe I should bring him to 
your place and YO li should bring him 
home." Sheena liked Betty Lou, so she 
couldn't meet her with bared teeth the 
way she met s trange rs but she al so 
was n ' t plannin g o n g iv in g up 
Braveheart. Putting her body between 
them was her soluti on. 

Th e saga COl/IiI/li es ill the next issue. 
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An Unexpected Visit 

"Hey, what's going on out there? I was taking a nap. I need my 
beauty sleep." 

"It's a car in the drive." 

"Mom , Jini is here. Were you expecting her?" 

Celebrating Greyhounds 

A Photo Essay by Jini Foster 
Staring Gwen 

"Oh, oh! what is she getting out of her bag?" 

"Oh, no, she's got that camera, again. Now I'll never get back to 
sleep!" 

"Alrigh t, I'll pose for one, but just one. Then I have other things to 
do." 
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PHYSIOLOGY 

The Eyes Have It 
by Lori Lazetera 

I always had a 
th ing for eyes. Cat 
eyes a lways fasc i
nated me. I always 
wondered what the 
ca ts we re thinking. 
Dog eyes were the 

mamm al s. How 
ever, its functional 
capab il iti es va ry 
greatly among the 
spcc ics. A dog 's 

Such big eyes .. better to see you with. Kahlua at five and a half years old. Photo courtesy of 
Gai l Ward. eyes a rc towa rds 

the front o f its hcad 
best o f a ll. My first dog, Tango, had 
da nc ing eyes. My Doberman, Arie l, 
possessed the saddest eyes I had ever 
seen. Then the first pair of g reyhound 
eyes cam e al o ng. Sult an had bi g 
"Ba mbi" eyes and c lassic greyhound 
eyeline r. Hi s eyes said, " Love me," 
Those eyes cOlllmunicated better than 
any spoken words over the years. 

Here 18m, an owner of sighthounds. 
I go t to thinkin g: what makes 
sighthounds s ight hounds? They are 
hounds that hunt by sight. That means 
their gorgeous eyes arc pretty impor-
tant. 

ril e eye is (III orgall 
willr several pm'ls. 

The cyeball rests in a cushi on of 
fa t that pr'otects it in its bony socket. 
Seven musc les attac h to the eyeba ll. 
They stabil ize the eye and govern its 
movenlCnts. When you look at a dog's 
eye, one of the first parts you will no
tice is the scle ra. The scle ra is the white 
area thai rims 111 0St of the eye's sur face. 
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The dog's sclera is much less evident 
then a human 's sclera. Most of the dog's 
eye has pigment. The pigment is in the 
iri s, whi ch is a laye r of smooth muscle 
that controls the size or thc pupil. Both 
the iris and the pupil have a cover that 
is a layer o f thi ck transpa re nt ce ll s. 
These transparent cells are the cornea, 
or "window of the eye." 

Tir e illll er eye lias two l.'IlllJllbers. 
The anterior chambe r is between 

the cornea and the lens. The poste rior 
conta ins a clear jelly and is the la rger 
central cavity o f the eye between the 
lens and the retina. Light e nters the eye 
by passing first through the cornea and 
anteri or chamber and then th rough the 
pupil and the lens. The iris expands and 
contrac ts, depending upon the bri ght
ness of the light. Light then traverses 
the pos te ri or chamber and the re tina 
rece ives it. The light converts into nerve 
impulses that pass via the optic nerve 
to the bra in . 

The eye's anatomy is s imil a r in 
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and are unable to see be hind it. This is 
true of most predatory spec ies. Prey 
species such as deer and an te lopes have 
their eyes fix ed on the s ides of their 
head s. I n some breeds, s uch as the 
s ighthound breeds, the total fie ld o f vi
s ion is 270 degrees. Thi s is 70 degrees 
grea ter than that of humans whose vi
sual fie ld 'is about 180 degrees. The av
eragc dog has a visual f ield of about 250 
degrees. Flat faced breeds such as pugs 
have a little less. There fore, sighthollnds 
with the ir narrow heads can de tec t small 
moveme nts over a much g rea ter s lice 
ofl andscape. If we are Ollt walking and 
a cat is running some di stance away, 
s ighthollnds will react and notice it 
mll c h m ore qui ckl y th an a pe rso n 
would. 

We can be walking on the road a nd 
see a squirre l s itting qui etly - a lmost 
frozen, if you w ill. Yet, the dogs a re 
complete ly oblivious to that. A lthough 
sighthounds have the ability to detect 

Eyes Continued on page 33 
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Eyes Continued from page 32 

movement at great d istances, their bin
ocular vision is only about 70 degrees. 
Flat-faced breeds such as the pug or 
boxer have a binocular fi eld of about 
80 degrees. In humans the binocular 
field is 140 degrees; therefore humans 
have an advantage in depth perception . 
Both humans and dogs have binocular 
vision: we see the landscape th rough 
both eyes. When looking straight ahead, 
the images fou nd by the eyes overlap 
to some exte nt. Because of the distance 
between the right and left eye, they will 
record slightly different images, which 
a ll ows the brain to es timate di stance 
shape, and texlUre. The greater this 
overlap, the g reater is the capability for 
depth perception to evaluate and rec
ognize objects. Without it , the landscape 
would look almost fl at. The canine eye 
is smaller than the human eye although 
the cells in both retinas are of equal size. 
The image fo rmed on the dog's retina 
is only about 75 percent of the image 
in the human eye. This covers a smaller 
number of ce lls; we lose detail but gain 
sharpness and depth perception. 

When It 's Dark 
Human eyes and dog eyes work 

differently in the dark. One night some
one had forgotten to put on the hallway 
light. When I arrived home with the 
dogs I had a lot of difficulty finding the 
keyhole. I finally got the key in the lock. 
I was at the bottom of the stairs with 
Feather and Tauren. Here I am with my 
arms full . I can barely see in the dark 
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and I knew the dogs had to get up the 
stairs. So I just let them lead the way 
and, sure enough, they got me safely to 
the top of the darkened stairs. These ani
mals can see and navigate quite well in 
the dark. They have a s ign ifican tl y 
higher rod and cone ratio than we hu
mans. 

Iris 
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What lire rods alld cOlles? 
They are two different types of 

cells that ex ist in the retina of the eye. 
The name comes from their shape. Rods 
will record shapes and general outlines 
even in very low light levels. 

Cones register fine detail in bright 
light. Rods in the eye are sensit ive to 
light and are useful for black and white 
vision. Dogs also have a light reflect
ing layer called the tapetlllll lucidllll/ at 
the back of their eyes, which acts as an 
image-i ntensifying dev ice a llow ing 
them to utilize what little bit of illumi
nation is avai lable. Dog eyes that are in 
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the process of adapting to seeing in dim 
light go through a few modifications. 
Finger like projections of the tapetum 
move forward . They line the inner sur
face of the choroid to form a refl ec tive 
layer behind the retina. The light passes 
through the retina in the dark-adapted 
eye, instead of being absorbed. The 
choroid reneets straight back th rough 
the retina by the tapetum twice and has 
a greater chance of activating the light 
sensiti ve rods. In the dog, the tapetum 
is usually green or yellow ish g reen . 
Hence the weird dog eyes that greet you 
when you are shining a flashlight in the 
middle of a power outage. Cats have this 
same advantage. Wild dogs tend to be
come active at dusk. That is the reason 
why nature allowed this adaptation to 
occur. Human vision has a higher cone 
and rod ratio and accounts for us hav
ing better color vision than dogs do. The 
evidence does point to the fact that dogs 
do percei ve some colors. Perhaps they 
look at the world with rose colored 
spectacles. Thi s may not be a bad way 
to live, eh? 

References: 
Dog Owner's Home Veterinary Hand
book, Delbert G. Carlson D. Y.M and 
James M. Giffen M.D., Howeli Book 
House, New York, 1992. 

Dog Watchillg, Desmond Morris, Three 
Rivers Press, New York , 1986. 

Dog Behaviour, Dr. Ian Dunbar, TFH 
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S AFETY 

Fire! 
A Greyhound's Fight for Life 

by Kelly Graham 

Carlos was one very lucky greyhound. Here he is with Rick Giusti. Photo by Kelly 
Graham. 

Car/os Arrived For Chris/mlls 
Two days before Christmas, 1994, 

Rick and Kathy Giusti adopted Carlos, 
a two year old ex-racing greyhound. 
T he big brindle dog was wh elped in 
October 1992 and was registered with 
the National Greyhound Association as 
Mr. Pullaway. Carlos was the perfect 
companion far the Giustis' two childrcn, 
Kara and Kevin . His ca lm, gentle na
ture made him the perfect partner for 
an evening in front of the TV, a date 
with a good boo k, or a brisk walk 
around the neighborhood. He cxcelled 
at lap wa rming 0 11 chilly evenings. 

This harmony was dashed at 12:35 
p.m. on October 8, 1996, when fire 
struck the Giustis' home. 

Rick had been wrapping lip some 
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chores before going in to work the af
te rnoon shift . He'd removed a ladder 
from th e garage, di scovered th at he 
needed nails, and had nm up to the hard
wa re store. He was gone only 45 min
utes. 

At)' Home! /I 's Burnillg! 
Driving home , he saw a pillar of 

black smoke rising over his She ffi e ld 
Village, O hio neighborhood. Turning 
on to Pin Oak Circle, he rea lized, " It 's 
my home! It 's burning!" Rick ran 
through a mental checklist of who was 
at homc.1l1c kids were in school. Kathy 
was at work. He realized, though, that 
while his human family was safe. his 
beloved greyhound was trapped inside. 

Police would not let Rick enter the 

Fall 1998 

buming home. He ran to the patio doors, 
but found them locked. TI,e inte rior was 
pitch black, filled from floor to ceiling 
wi th heavy smoke. He could see not h
ing. The ga rage was full y engulfed. 
Flames were shooting through the roof. 
Where was Carlos? Had he already suc
cumbed to the thick, chok ing smoke? 
Was he caught in the fl ames? Rick fe lt 
sick to his stomach. Tears burned his 
eyes. His mind raced . Wha t could he 
do? He had to do something! 

Breakillg 111 
Police officer Brian Tackett asked 

Rick's permissiollto use his nightsti ck 
to break out the glass in the patio door. 

Fire! Continued on page 36 
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SAFETY 

Firefighter Shares Fire Safety Tips 

Afte r writ ing about the 
fire at Carlos' Ohio home and 
in an e ffort to sa feguard my 
pe ts and my home, I inter
viewed fire fi ght er and dog 
owner Gi nny Sloa n. Ginny 
gave me candid answers to 
questions about crates, dog 
doors, "Save My Pe t" stick
ers, smoke inhalation , and 
more. 

by Kelly Graham 

room). If your house is 
fully e ngu lfe d in 
flam es, I may be able 
toopen a door and grab 
the crates but would 
probably not be able to 
enter the middle of the 
structure. 

Most deaths are fro m 
smoke inhalation. Another 
Ohio family, the Stones, was 
out of town when they re
ceived news of a fire at their 
Chesterland home. All three 
of their dogs died in the fire . 
They weren't burned; they 
died of smoke inhalatio n. 

Most firefighters will do all they can to save pets. Owners can improve the 
chances that their pets will survive with a few practical tips. Photo cour tesy 
of Marcia Herman. 

If a fire occurs and 
pets are le ft un crated, 
they a re usua lly found 
under beds, in closets, 
or anywhere e lse they 
can find to hide. It is 
hard for a firefighter to 
find a small pet by feel 
when the ho use is 
smoke-filled . 

They hid in the upper level of their sptit
level home, apparently moving away 
from the fire. 

Firsl, lell me a bil aboul Gilllly 
Sloall. 

I'm a Captain with the Lewis Vol
unteer Fire Department in Chester 
Co unty, Sou th Caro lina, a nd a 
firefighter with the City of Chester, 
South Carolina. My family includes my 
husband, two children, two whippets, 
seven Jack Russell terriers , several 
strays, and a mutt that I rescued from a 
house fire . 

HolV call / proleclmy dogs f rom 
fire w"ell I'm 1101 al "ome? 

Call your local fire department and 
ask them to do a preplan of your home. 
They will come out, look at your floor 
plan, and give tips on fire prevent ion. It 
is at this time that you can show them 
whe re your dogs are when you are not 
home. 

Do you recommelld I"e use of 
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"Save My Pels" allcl "Chiltiren Are 
Here" stickers? 

I have a problem with the stickers 
used on windows. They offe r a false 
sense of security to the homeowners. 
First, when a house fills with smoke, 
the windows wi ll blacken, making the 
stickers unreadable. They are usually 
made out of a thin plastic ftlm that melts 
very easily. Also, in the case of a house 
fire, there is usually so much act ivity 
and adrenaline pumping that the stick
ers are overlook ed . This is why a 
preplan of your home by a fire depart
ment is helpful. 

Another reason that the 'Children 
Are Here ' stickers are not effective is 
that firefighte rs know that a child wi ll 
more than likely panic and the bedroom 
may not be where they are found even 
in the middle of the night. 

Are my dogs safer craled or loose 
ill the hOl/se? 

If you crate yo ur dogs, place the 
crate near a door and not in the middle 
of the house (such as an inte rior bath-
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Would YO Il recom
melld Ihal dog OlVllers illstall dog 
c1oors? 

If there were a doggie door, would 
the dog go outside after the alarm goes 
off? Th at I do n't know; I guess it de
pends on where the flames are and how 
scared the dog is. 

Some people feel that their dogs are 
safer uncrated and given access to a dog 
door. Unfortunately (most) dogs don 't 
have the capacity to reason that the 
house is on fire and that they should exit 
through the dog door. Sadly, like small 
children, they tend to hide under beds 
and behind furniture, and are later found 
dead. 

Do firefighlers search for pels ala 
hOllsefire? 

Most, if not a ll , fire departments 
have a certain procedure for searching 
a house if no one is o n the outside of 
the house to tell them who is inside and 
where they are. Every house fire is dif
ferent. Where can we enter? What time 

Firefighter Continued on page 36 
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1 
Kitchens are a common place for fires to start. Photo courtesy of Marcia Herm an. 

Fire! Continued from page 34 

" Yes, oh, yes, please!" Rick got down 
on his hands and knees in the doorway 
and called Carlos' name for three or four 
minutes. Rick listened , but heard only 
the raging fire. "r ve lost him," Rick 
thought. Just then, out of the blackness, 
Carlos appeared. H e fe ll through the 
doorway, unconscious, losing control of 
his bladder. 

Carlos Appeared 
Rick and Officer Tacke tt ca rried 

Carlos' limp body to th e lawn. " 1 
s troked his li fe less, soot-blackened 
face," Rick remembered. "A s ifin re
sponse to my pleas, Carlos drew a 
breath." Though alive, Carlos was blind, 
without sense of smell, and terribly agi
tated . His rea r legs were cut from the 
broken glass of the patio door. R ick and 
a neighbor cared for C1rlosas firefighters 
batt led the blaze and police controlled 
traffic and onlookers. Kathy remembers 
Rick's call to he r at work, te lling her 
she needed to come to the vet 's offi ce. 
He would tell her no more. 

It Was TOllell alld Go 
Veterinarians de termin ed th at 

Carlos' lungs and corneas were dam
aged. His first night was touch and go. 
Veterinarians expl ained that it would 
take 48 hours for the severity of lung 
damage to manifest itself. Carlos spent 
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four days in the hospital. His eyes were 
swollen shut. "He was rubbing his eyes 
all over you," Kathy recalls. He was cy
anotic, a condition caused by deficient 
oxygenation of the blood. Carlos had a 
pha rmacy full of medication: atropine 
sulfate for his eyes, aminophylline for 
his lungs, and penici llin for his overall 
recovery. He had a 'smoker's cough' for 
a couple of weeks, the children recall , 
but he was alive and home. 

Carlo!;' Recovery 
Veterinarian M arti Putkonen of 

Avon Animal & Bird Hospital handled 
Carlos' treatment and recovery. Dr. 
Putkonen said his primary concern was 
the damage to the lungs. Putkonen used 
x-rays to monitor the changes to Carlos' 
lungs, fearing the initial trauma would 
progress to major complications. "Tox
ins kill and damage lung tiss ue," 
Putkone n explained. He medicated 
Carlos to cut inflammation. H e moni
tored oxyge n levels, while treating 
Ca rlos with antibiotics. He expected 
sma ll parts of the lungs to die off, but 
this didn't happen. Carlos suffered con
siderable damage, pain, and inflamma
tion, but came out a winner. Putkonen's 
treatme nt, which included plent y of 
TLC and petting, was aimed at promot-

Fire! Continued on page 41 
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of day is it ? Is a nyone home? We a l
ways assume there is someone inside 
even if a neighbor says no. 

When we ge t to a structure fire, 
depending on the degree of the fire, we 
go in and do a primary search for vic
tims. It is during this search th at we 
usua lly find a dog or cat. In this pri
mary search , there are always two to 
four people so someone carries the pet 
out. In the case of two people sea rch
ing, one cannot leave the other in the 
house; only when other firefighters ar
rive can someone retrieve the pet. I 
don 't know of an instance when a pet 
was left in the ho use while doing a 
search. 

Call you offer clog lovers allY other 
fire safety tips? 

If you wi ll be building a house or 
kennel, think about adding a sprinkler 
system. H ome systems are very effec
tive in keeping the heat down during a 
fire. As the heat builds up, it will ca use 
the entire room to ignite. 

[f my dog has beell ill a fire alld 
lias illilaled smoke, ,"IIat sllould [ 
do? 

If your pet is in a house fire and 
takes in smoke, get the animal to a vet 
as soon as possible. It doesn't take long 
for them to go into shock. Smoke from 
a house fire can be very tox ic. Look 
under your kitchen sink and imagine 
what the smoke would be like if all your 
cleaning products were on fire. Now 
im agine what yo ur dog wo uld be 
breathing if crated in the kitchen. 

Wllat is tile sillgle biggest mistake 
homeowners make whell it comes 
to fire safety? 

One of the biggest mistakes people 
make with their homes is to install 
smoke detectors and then allow the bat
teri es to die or to turn it off because 
"every time 1 cook, it goes off." Smoke 
is a quiet kille r and if you are as lee p 
whe n smoke enters, you will likely di e 
without waki ng. The point is, install 
smoke detectors and regularly change 
the batteries. 

Celebratillg Crqho/lmls 



CARE AND F EEDING 

Home Care vs.Veterinary Care 
For Your Greyhound 

TIlrough Ihe emergency phone ser
vice at the hospitall work at, the most 
commonly asked question is always Ihe 

By Tina S. Kalkstein , MA, DVM, 
and owner of three greyhounds 

same, "Do 1 need to bring my dog in or 
can l manage this at home?" The trip to 
your veterinarian 's office can be time 

consuming, costly and stressful to your 
greyhound. It can a lso be li fe-sav ing. 
You can manage many problems easily 

Home vs Vet Continued on page 38 

Falmouth, Maine. shows how to slart wrapping a chest wound. continues. Photos by Marcia Herman. 
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Showing a technique for starling to wrapping a foot injury. A final check that all is secure. Photos by Marcia Herman. 

Home vs Vet Continued from page 37 

and adequately which do not require a 
visit to a veteri narian. This article pre
se nt s two com mo n problem areas 
(wounds and digestive upsets) and dif
fe re nti ates between those you can 
handle on your own and those which 
warrant a trip to the veterinarian. 

Laceratiolls (skill lears) al/{I 
Superficial Abrasiolls 

Superficiallaceral ions are exactly 
what they sound like and are very com
man. 

Symptoms: Tears are limited to the 
top layer of skin (i.e., fur). T here is 
minimal bleeding that ccases on its own 
or with gentle pressure. 

Small lacera tions o r abrasio ns 
(less than a n inch or two in le ngth), 
without a large flap of skin that could 
continue to tear, usually wi ll heal nicely 
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on the ir own with minimal at-home 
care. 

Il. eeom III elida (;OIlS 

Gentle pressure on the wound fo r 
a few minutes will help to stop the 
bleeding. 

Cleanse the wound with warm wa
ter and a dilute betacline solut ion until 
the wound appears free of debris. Most 
of these wounds do no t require a ban
dage and you should see a healing re
sponse begin to occur within a few days 
if kept clean and dry. 

Seek veterinary care for superficial 
lacerations or abrasions if any of the fol
lowing occur: you can see pieces of dirt 
o r o ther foreign matter that is no t re
moved with your genUe scrubbing; the 
wou nd does not stop bleeding within a 
few minutes; the wound is excessively 
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large; your greyhou nd is very painful 
or lame; or you notice unusual dis
cha rge (anything that is not clear in 
color) or excessive swelling. 

Deep Laceratiolls or 
PUll cture Wounds 

SYIIIPIOIllS: The wounds dive be
neath the upper skin layer. Yo u may see 
muscle or fat o r possibly eve n bone. 
Puncture wounds require special atten
tion because although they may not ap
pear velY large, they usually travel deep 
and may have damaged structures that 
are no t overtly visibl e. Also, limb or 
paw lacerations may involve tendons, 
liga ments o r blood vessels not imme
diately visible o r obvious. 

Home vs Vet Continued on page 39 
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Recommelldatiolls 
For the best chance to heal well 

and properly, these wounds wi ll need 
prompt veteri nary attention. If no t 
treated appropriately and ti mely, heal
ing may be delayed and prolonged 
or at worst, the integrity and func
tion of the injured ti ssue may be 
jeopardized. Until you can get to 
your veterinarian, apply gentle 
and direct pressure with some 
clean gauze pads or other clean 
cloths to stop any ongoing bleed
ing or swelling. Elevating limbs 
may decrease bleeding. 

Stomachlilltestinalupsets: 
Acute gastritis and 
Gastroellteritis 

This simple form is by far the 
most common cause of vomiting 
and di arrhea in dogs. It is usually 
self- limiting and mild and can be 
easily managed at home. Typically 
thi s is caused by ingesting spoiled 
food o r other unusual and dis
agreeable material. 

Symptoms: Sudden onset of 
vom iting and/or diarrhea in the 
past twenty-four hours but other
wise your greyhound acts normal. 

Recomme ndatioll s 

the first small meal down without vom
iting after a few hours. you can begin 
to offer small frequent meals for the 
next few days until your greyhound is 
ready to accept the old food again. If 
your greyhound does not respond to thi s 
management plan, call and/or go to your 
veteri narian for help. 

within a ShOft period of time); dark, 
tarry looki ng stools; profuse and watery 
diarrhea; extreme lethargy. weakness or 
depression; and abdominal pain or ab
dominal distention. 

R ecommelldatiolls 
If you notice any of the following 

signs, please seek veter inary care 
for your greyhound immediately. 
These signs can be caused by dis
orders sllch as stomach or intesti 
nal obstruction , "bloat" (GOV), 
ulcers, pancreatic disease, toxins, 
systemic diseases (i.e., li ver. kid
ney. endocrine) . infections and 
cancer. All of these problems re
quire the attention of a veterinar
ian for rapid diagnosis and appro
priate therapy. 

Stay Calm 
The trick in managing these 

problems is trying to differenti 
ate between the simple and com
plicated. The differences may be 
subtle. If ever you are uncertai n 
if a problem can be managed at 
home, err on the safe side and go 
to your veterinarian. The most im
portant advice for any greyhound 
parent is that, although emergen
cies are very scary, try to stay 
calm l OUf dogs are very sensitive 
and perceptive and wi ll sense 
your anxiety which will only en
hance their OWI1. Withhold food and water both 

for twelve hours past the last epi
sode of vom iti ng. Once your grey
hound has not vomited for twelve 
hours, offer small amounts of wa-

Stacy shows Mary Lapin, Cashel's owner, how to make an 
emergency muzzle. Photo by Marcia Herman. Tina Kalks fein , DVM, is a new 

regular cOll tribllt or to CG 
Magazine. She is a native of New 

ter by hand or ice cubes. If helshe can 
hold thi s down for twelve hours with
out vomiting, then offer small amounts 
of an eas ily digestible and bland food 
containing a protein and a carbohydrate 
source. Proteins such as boiled chicken 
(no skin, no sauce, no salt). turkey or 
ground beef are great choices. Low fat 
cottage cheese or eggs are fine as well. 
Carbohydrate sources that most dogs 
readily accept are cooked plain white 
rice, cooked pasta or cooked potatoes. 
Veterinary prescription diets (Hill's U 
D, Eukan uba Low Residue, Purina 
CNM-EN) are available if home cook
ing is not possible. If your dog can keep 
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Complicated Gastroenteritis 
The differences between this form 

of "stomach/intestinal upset" and the 
above are the additional sy mptoms that 
may accompany the bouts of vomiting 
or diarrhea, the duration of symptoms 
and the causes. First, if the vom iting or 
diarrhea as described above for simple 
gas troenteritis does not resolve within 
a day or two. it is time to go to your 
veterinarian . 

Symptoms: projectile vomiting; 
frank blood or brown flecks within the 
vomit (these coffee grind-looking flecks 
are actually digested blood); protracted 
bouts of vomi ting (many episodes 
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York City. Prior to becoming a resident 
at Michigan Slate University in the 
Deparlmelll of Small Animal Clinical 
Sc iences, College of Ve le rinary 
Medicine, she lVorkell al The Animal 
Medical Center ill New York City. Her 
specially is internal medicine with a 
suh-specially interest il1 research of 
kidney and hla dlle r diseases. Dr 
Kalkstein works all a daily basis in 
areas ran ging from liver and heart 
diseases to tick diseases and enjoys the 
challenges of the critical cases. 

D,: Kalksteill has three Iittermate 
greyhollnds named Esse, Ja ck, alld 
Willow in addition to three cats. 
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ADOPTION: A HISTOR ICAL MEET ' N GREET 

Presidential 
Library 

Welcomes 
Greyhounds 

by Joan Dillon 

Dr. Roger Bridges, Director of the Hayes Presidential Center, gives Ben, the 
greyhound, a personal tour. Photo courtesy of Sue Williams. 

This past spring. greyhounds once 
again trod th e g ro und s of Sp iege l 
Grove, home of President Rutherford 
B. Hayes, in Fremont , Ohio. They were 
the re because Sue Williams, former 
treasurer of the Toledo Cha~ter of Grey
hOllnd Companions of Indiana, saw an 
art icle in Celebrating Gl'ey /t O/l/lds 
wh ich mentioned that President Hayes 
had owned a greyhound. Since Toledo 
is near Fremont , thi s seemed an idea l 
location for a Meet 'N Greet. The Hayes 
Pres ide ntial Ce nte r jumpe d at the 
chance to host the greyhounds and , on 
May 23, 1998, e ight people and ten 
greyhounds were welcomed by the di 
rec tor, Dr. Roger Bridges. 

Sue also did a little research 011 the 
Hayes' greyhounds and found several 
entries in President Hayes' d iary, in
cluding "Our/m1orife dog - our grey
hOlilld, 'Grilli '" and the foll owing di 
ary ent ry dated April 29, 1882 whi ch 
te ll s of Grim 's arrival: 
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" Yesterday we received by express a 
beautiJul brilldle, mouse-colored grey
hound named 'Grim. ' He is said 10 be 
two years old. He is good-nail/red and 
neat ill his habits. He came from M,: 
Willialll DuPont oj Wilmillgtoll, Dela
ware. O/lr kinsman, Alls!;n of Cleve-
101ld, is the medium. 'Grim' took all Ollr 
hearls at alice. " 

Grim's demise is described in a let
ter from President Hayes to hi s daugh
ter Fanny. 

Spiegel, March 5, 1885 
MY DARLING: - Th e dealh of 

Grim has made liS aI/mourn. He \\las a 
greaf Orllal1lellt to Ol/r liolll e, and a COII/ 

Jort /0 all of I/S. He \Vas killed illstalltly 
by a traill 01/ the Lake Shore Railroad 
at Pease j ' Crossillg. He stood all !he 
track evidemly expecting the tmill 10 

tum out for hill1. All teallls fum ed auf 
f or hilll ; the whole COUll ty knew him and 
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respected him. He was a pri vileged 
characler ill every place. His head was 
wkell off- also hisJoreleg. His remains 
will be buried whe f! the fros t is out oj 
the groulld 011 Cemetery Point by the 
side of ':Old Whiley" alld "Old Ned. " 
Some I/atural/ears have been shed over 
him, and yOI/ will be sad as your mother 
was (IIId is. 

Affectiollately, R 

The prize, however, has to be the 
fo llowing le tter from President Hayes' 
daught e r- in -law, Mary, to a Mrs, 
Nickham describing the antics of lhe 
family dogs: 

Toledo, March 23rd 1887 
Mrs. Nickh{f/J/: 
I have obtai lied a Jew i!ellls COI/ · 

cel'llillg the dogs ill the Jall1ily; but Halle 
IJeJore til e days oj Grill1 . He was IlOt 

Presidential Continued on page 41 
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lVith the/amily ill Washingtoll ami was 
a full grown dog whell presellted to 
them. The first peculiarity noticell ill 
G rim \lias at Dlle time when Mrs , Hayes 

he sawall engine coming and stopped 
still. It drew nearer alld the engineer 
recognizi1/g hil1l, blew his whistle vio
lently many times; bllt Grim did 110t stir 
so he was rim over and his head was 
jound 011 one side of the track and body 
011 the othel: He evell expected the ell 

gille to till'll aside for 
him. 

Ben visits the site where Grim is buried to the right of Ned's marker. 
Photo cour tesy of Sue Williams. 

Not a year 
a/Ie I' Grim 's lleath, 
JUli O was fo/lowillg 
the carriage and they 
think she stopped to 
eat some poison left 
lor dogs tllm stole tile 
sheep: So Juno died. 
She was a beautiful 
brown ill color; and 
her twill brother Jove 
was grey alld while. 
Jove grievell a great 
dea l over his s is ter 
JUliO and wandered 

was s inging "Star Spangled Balllle/: " 
0" striking some of the high notes, Grim 
Itfted up his head and howled ill a most 
piti/lllmanller; and ever a/tel' that when 
he heard he r sing that SOllg, the same 
Ihing \IIould ocelli: He was a very large 
halldsome g reyhound of a dark grey 
colOl: He was a great rW/Ilel; and \IIould 
go so rapidly that he could not stop for 
a tree if it chanced to be in his way; 
and has a/len been knoHln to I'Im illlo 
aile. 

Wh en his lwO puppies Jove wid 
JUliO \Vere presellfed to him he showed 
great disgust probably caused by jeal
ousy; but he SOOIl became fond of them 
and the three ;'lIl11ense g reyhounds 
would rUII races all abolll the place allli 
i/ they could find a door open ill to the 
hOllse would have the chases even there, 
Ill/til illlercepted. Then there was at that 
time a handsome shephertl dog and a 
lillie black terrier called Jet, alld these 
dogs would nearly always bring lip Ihe 
rear ill these races making quite a pro
cess ion. Grim was so large and C011l -
11lcmdillg ill appearallce, that people all 
the street wo uld tum aside for him. He 
even expected carriages and wagolls to 
do so, alld they did. 

Olle day while runlling all the track 
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about in a most aim
less alld sad 1IU11111el: 

But little Jet (110.2) the terrier was given 
to the family and he was greatly cheered 
by tile little lellow. He plays witll Jove, 
and teases him milch of the time. Bites 
IIis tail alld will take a 1II0lltllllli 01 flesh 
inlo his 1Il0lith and bite and chew il; but 
Jove takes il all kindly. He will of tell pUI 
his little head ill Jove s mOllth; thelilhey 
both will lie asleep/or some time ill that 
posi';oll. It is very amusing to see the 
lilia, the big greyhoulld alld the lilly ter
riel; so vel)tcongellial alld pla)1ul. They 
arefolld of company alld will go wher
ever the family is seated, alld then f eel 
privileged to take the 1110st import01I1 
place just infrom of t/zejire, and stretch 
themselves there at fUl/length. 

Th ese are the ollly dogs ill the fam
i/y al present; excepting aile or two bam 
dogs. I think Crim was aboul six years 
old. 

Hoping this may be to some use to 
YO Il, I am 

Sincerely. 
Mary L. Hayes 

Dr. Bridges also showed the exhibi
tors where Grim is said to be buried, It 
is behind the graves of President and 
Mrs. Hayes on Spiegel Grove's Cem
etery Point, between Old Ned and Old 
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Whitey - the on ly pets whose graves 
are marked wi th boulders. 

Grim and the other Hayes' dogs 
were country dogs and allowed to roam 
free at wi ll . Unfortunately, this freedom 
came at th e pri ce o f a shorten ed 
lifespan. 

Fire/ Continued from page 36 

ing healing of the big brindle 's spirit as 
well as his body. 

Putkonen said it was Carlos' ' heart' 
- his attitude about life - that kept 
him al ive. "I'm truly amazed at the per
sonality and character of these dogs." 
Putkonen describes retired racers as ex
tremely polite dogs. He said Carlos' at
titude during his hospital stay was ge
nial. His demeanor always said, "hi -
nice to see you - enjoy being here 
you have a really nice clinic, " 

Carlos has regained his vision and 
his sense of smell. The wounds on hi s 
legs have healed nicely and the dam
age to his Illngs has not affected hi s life 
as a famil y pet. "Hi s ordeal has not 
dampened his talent for giving kisses '" 
Carlos once again guards the couch 
cushions while the family is at work and 
school. He pogosticks with glee, await
ing his evening walk. Mostly, he just 
soaks lip the love and gives it back 
threefold . 

The Cause of the Fire 
The preliminary cause of the fire 

was a faulty freezer in the garage. The 
Giusti fami ly lost everyth ing - every
thing, that is, except their beloved grey
hound. They've since rebuilt and moved 
home again. 

© J998 Kelly Grallom. Kelly Graham is 
cm adoption representative for Ohio 
Greyhound Placement, III C., alld a 
member of the Dog Writers Associatioll 
of America. 

Author 's Note: God recalled IIis boy this 
Jlllle; of osteosarcoma. CG wishes to 
express deepest sympathies to the Giusti 
/amilyon the recent loss of their cOlll'a
geous Carlos. 
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CORRIGANS' CRAFTS 

All Greyhounds Are Angels 
by Jack and Amy Corrigan 

, 
--.as 

First , make the head. 

C Olo n. Admit it. Maybe your ho und isn't a lways an ange l. ri ght ? Well, 
yo u ca n h<l vC a ho und who is by following th ese simple instru cti ons 
for a greyhound paper tw ist angel. They' re great as ho me accenlS any 
ti me and wha l a way to brighten you r d esk a l work. 

Materials Needed: 

56 inches of pape r twist per ange l (You can lI SC a si ngle co lor or 
severa l. ) 

6- inch piece of thin wire (flo ra l wire or the wire from a few b read 
ties) 

Small ba ll of any type of clay tha t ha rdens {or the head (I get 
good results with th e small brick of colored ove n-bake clay 
avai lable a l craft sto res under the name Fimo, Primo or Selll pe)'. 
G reat colors and they bake rock-hard in the oven in 20 minutes. 

Small bits of sa tin ribbon or lace, satin flowers, dri ed flowc rs or 
o ther odds a nd e nds finish dccora tions. 

• Optional: Brass wire for hal o 

Step One: Make the Head 

Yo u can ma kc the head out of any harde ning moldable mate rial. 
I'm including instructions for th e oven-hardened sma ll bri cks of 
co lored clay sold in th e cra ft storcs un der th e nallle Fimo, Primo or 
Sculpey. Ilike Scu lpey th e best, bu t a ll work and can be mixed with 
good results. if you don·t use a co lored clay prod uct , yo u will need 
to paint th e head approp ria te ly a flc r it hardens. 

I) Pull o ff a piece of clay abou tlhe size of a grape or marble. 
Rcs ist th e urge to make th e ball too big or your head wi ll not 
be in propo rtion to yo ur angc l's body. Work it in yo ur finge rs 
for 5 minutes or un til it softens an d is pliable. 

2) Ro ll th e clay into a ball. Make sure th e ball is smooth with 
no cracks. 

3) Roll th e ball into a worm shape. about 2 inches lo ng. 

4) Make a 90 degree bend in the worm about 2/3 o f th e way 
from th e end. 

5) Shape the long end of the worm to look like a greyhoun d nose. 

Second, make the body. 

You can add de tail s like nostri ls and a mouth if you'd like, but 
I find it unnccessary. 

6) Care full y pinch two a reas o n the top o f the head to form 
ears. Initiall y. th ey' ll s ti ck straight up likc a Pharaoh ho und's 
ears. Shape the ears as tri angles. Use your own ho und ·s ears 
as a model if necessary. Aft e r the ea rs are fo rmed, bend them 
forward. 

7) With a nut picke r or th e cdge of a spoon, make inde ntations 
tha t correspond to the bottom of th e hound 's jawbone. You· ll 
be making thi s indenta tion on th e neck part of the head . 

S) Place th e head on a lumin um foi l on a cookie shee t squi shin g 
the nec k as necessa ry to make the head stand upri ght. Bake 
at 275 degrees for 20 minutes. 

Neat Irick #1 : For brindle, form three thin worms of black and 4 thin 
worms of faw n. Put th ese toge the r a lte rnating black and fawn. 
Work th ese toge the r into one thi cke r worlll. Fo ld th e worm 
in half and work it some more. As you do thi s, yo u' ll get 
won derful brindle- like swirls. Form th is wo rm in to a ball and 
shape as above. 

Neat Irick #2: For part i colors, makc a ba ll of whit e; the n a tt ach small 
bils of othe r colors (or brindle ) to th e outside of the ball an d 
smooth oul the ba ll. Form the head as above. 

Neal Irick #3: Make a bo ne fo r your ange l to hold by form ing a worm 
out of th e clay. Thcn smoosh down th e ends to ge t a bone 
shape. 

Step Two: Make the Body 

I) C ut the pape r twist ribbon into: 

3 8-inch pieces (for bod y) 
1 12- inch piece ( fo r arms) 
1 20- inch piece (fo r wings) 

2) Un twist all o f the pape r ribbo n pieces. 

3) Take the 12-inch piece (Ind fold each end in to th e cent e r to 
form one 6- inch piece with th e loose e nds in the middle. 
Fold this Icngth wise and ro ll sl ightly to fo rm the m ms. 
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Supplles Needed 

4) Stack the three 8-inch pieces and place th em in front of you. 
Place the arms in the cente r o f the stack and fo ld the stack over 
the arms. This will result in a 4-inch dress with arms at the top. 
Ta ke a piece of sat in ribbon or ra ffi a and tie tightly just unde r 
the a rms. 

5) Fold the a rms to the front of the body and hot glue in to place. 

6) Take the 20-inch piece and fo rm two loops to serve as the wings. 
Do not tie in a bow. Just form the ribbon into loops that look 
like a bow. Use a small piece of wire to secure the bow shape. 
Twis t the extra wire into a loop to be used later as a hanger for 
the angel. 

7) I-I o t g lue th e body to the wings. 

8) Tamp down the neck a rea of th e body to fonn a na t spot to 
attach the head. I-Iot glue the head to the body. 

StCI) Thrce: E mbellish Your Angel 

I) Add a piece of ribbon or lace as a collar a round you r ange l's 
neck. 

2) Add a few bits of ribbon or satin flowers or dried flowers to the 
spo t where the amlS mee t. Or, you can add a bone like I did. Or, 
fo r C hristmas hounds you can add a litt le song book , pe rhaps 
"Deck the Hounds" or " I'm Dreaming o f a Ye llow Christmas. " 

3) Add a ribbo n or string to ~he wire loop to hang the angel. ... 

Permission to copy:We encourage you to use these patte rns to he lp your 
local greyhound adoption group. Donate a few ange ls to your local group. 
You ' ll fee l good abou t yourse lf and yo u' ll be he lp ing the hounds. Feci 
free to print , copy and d istribu te these instructio ns as you'd like. We'd 
pre fer the courtesy of a credit , but it 's not essentia l. 

Copy right 1997, Greyhound Manor Crafts, Jack & Am y Corrigan , P.O. 
Box 206, New Be r li n ville, PA 19545, (6 10) 367-955 1, e-mai l: 
bark@voicenet.com 
web address: http://www. voicenet.com/-bark 

Corrections to Summer Issue: 

Page 9, last paragraph: Prozac is not a tricyclic anti
depressant. It is an SSRI (selective seratonin reuptake 
inhibitor). 

Page 13: The photograph was taken by Marcia 
Hennan. 

Page 29 and 30: the photos of Nikki on page 29 and 
of Bonnie and Willow on page 30 and 31 were taken 
by Steve Ueyhara. 

Page 38, second and third column: on Support 
Groups about fosteri ng dogs. The pa ragraph that 
reads "We wanted to work with a group that would 
agree to our fostering all dogs .. ... coming to our dis
tant area" is incorrect. It should read "We hope that 
the agencies with whom we work will foster grey
hounds with cats, kids (a situation similar to their 
expected new home) before the new adopte r drives 
the five to eight hours to pick himlher up,just for the 
extra assurance that a long-distance re turn won't be 
necessary. We've not yet arrived at the point offos
tering greyhounds locally." 

Greyhound Humor by Bruce DaKlng 01 Midwest Greyhound Adoptions 
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Power Mogul and the Experimental 
Cancer Treatment Samarium 153 

by Paul Embler 

Wh en our 
adopted ex-racer, 
Power Mogul, was 
a puppy, hi s 

Mowgli and Trixie promoting greyhound adoption a month before Mowgali lost his fight 
against cancer. Photo by Paul Embler. 

ing done at Harbor
UCLA Medical Cen
ter in Torrance. The 

breeder nick-
named him "Ghouli" because the color 
of his fur was pale, almost ghost-like. 
As if haunted by the nickname G houli , 
he began limping on Ha lloween. The 
lim p seemed to shift from his right to 
his le ft side, delaying a quick, accurate 
diagnosis. 

The Diagllosis: Osteosarcoma 
Finally, a week before Thanksgiv

ing, a definitive x-ray was taken and he 
was referred to Dr. Diane Craig, a vet
e,;nary surgeon with considerable grey
hound expe rie nce. Dr. Craig's biopsy, 
which was done one day after the x-ray, 
revealed osteosarcoma in the right hu
merus. Two days after we heard this di
agnosis, a bone scan indicated that the 
cance r had not spread at a detectable 
level beyond the original site. 

We were in shock. Power Mogul. 
who we affectionately called Mowgli, 
had shared our home in Orange County 
for less tha n a year. Both Mowgli a nd 
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Trixie, Ollf female ex-racer, had accom
panied us to numerous show-and-tells 
to promote greyhound adoption. We had 
told many people at places like home 
shows a nd pet expos that greyhounds 
typically lived to be twelve to fourteen 
years old. We never mentioned the fact 
that some greyhounds the same age as 
Mowgli , seven and a half, were enter
ing a lime in their lives when they were 
at risk for cancer. Every time we saw 
him limp, however, we had the heart
breaking realization that cancer was not 
just an abstract statistical possibility, but 
some thing real that was tormenting a 
beloved member of our family. 

ARaya/Hope 
On the day before Thanksgiving a 

ray of hope appeared. Dr. Craig had us 
meet with a top vete rina ry o ncologist 
named Mona Rosenberg. OJ: Rosenberg 
suggested that MOlVgli was a possible 
ca ndidate for a bone cance r study be-
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experimental treat
ment, which was pio

nee red by the University of Misso uri 
veterinary school , is an injection of a 
radioactive isotope called Samarium 
153. Marketed as Quadramet , Sa
marium 153 is given to human patients 
with bone cancer to relieve pain. The 
scie ntific objective of the continuing 
study is to determine if large doses of 
this radiopharmaceutical can penna
ne ntly eliminate both the pain and the 
size of bone tumors in dogs. 

Next th e X-Rays 
Before Mowgli could be consid

ered for the experiment, his chestlVould 
have to be x-rayed to make certain the 
ca ncer had not spread into his lungs. 
Two days after Thanksgiving the x-rays 
were taken and his lungs were clear. Dr. 
Rosenberg offered to include him in the 
Samarium study. We accepted . Herof
fe r sounded bette r to us than the sta n-

Power Continued on page 45 
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Power Continued from page 44 

dard treat ment opt ions of amputatio n 
and chemothe rapy. Our intentions were 
good. We wanted to benefit Mowgli and 
science at the same time. 

Gettillg and Administerting 
Th e SamariulII 

When the Samarium was ready, Dr. 
Rosenberg explained, a ve ter inarian 
cou ld not administer it. Only a techni
c ian trained in the use of nuclear medi
c ine could do thaI. Mowgli would stay 
a t Harbor-UC LA Medical Center in a 
special room for a few days , or unti l he 
no lo nger e mitted an unsafe level of ra
dioactivity as measured by a Geiger 
counter. Obviously, this was an unusual 
arrangement. But we fe lt that he wou ld 
have no problem Slaying at the medical 
ce nte r, which was about forty miles 
from our home in Irvine. He was a calm, 
friendly dog who always acted with 
confidence around strangers and in new 
and unfamiliar situations. 

But Or. Rosenberg had a problem. 
There was no Samarium . A nuclear re
ac tor was required to produce the small 
amount for the injec tion. Two weeks 
dragged by while she contac ted the 
University of Mi ssouri , and other pos
sible sources in Canada and Belgium. 

Meanwhile, Mowg li seemed 10 

take everything cheerfully in s tride. He 
still enjoyed going on walks with Tri xie 
along the tree- lined streets in the neigh
borhood. Even his limp temporarily dis
appeared , but we knew tha t his bone 
cancer was like a time bomb ticking 
away inside of him . By mid-December 
it was decided that he couldn 't wait any 
longer for the Samarium to materialize. 
On Friday, December 12-, Dr. Rosenberg 
had almost given up. She said that if 
we didn't hear from her that afternoon, 
then we should contac t Dr. Craig to ar
range fo r the amputation. 

Late in the day Dr. Rose nberg 
phoned. Like a radioac ti ve flash from 
out of nowhere, the Samarium was be
ing shipped to Harbor-UCLA. The 
scheduling of the injection was critical. 
S he faxed us a map of the Medical Cen
te r, a lo ng with the phone number of 
Jeanne Yo ung, the nuclear medic ine 
specia li s t who would admini ste r the 
drug. 
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During the week before Christmas, 
Mowgli spent foul' days and three nights 
in the care of Jeanne Young. She was 
wonderful to him. She not only gave 
him the Samarium , but she also walked 
him, played with him and fed him spe
cialtreats. Every night she called to let 
us know how he was doing. 

After Mowgli returned home from 
the Medical Center, he was hi s uSLIal 
smiling selfulltil his nails began to sepa
rate from the quick, a pai nfu l condition 
ex perienced by no other dog in the 
study. Because the Samarium had l ow~ 

ered his white blood cell count , a se
vere nai l bed infection developed in his 
ri g ht front paw. For the next three 
months it remained bandaged and, af
ter each walk o utside, we washed his 
othe r paws with antibacte ria l soap to 
prevent them from also becoming seri 
o us ly infected . A lw ays th e happy 
tro uper, he coo pera ted wi th these 
washings and ac tua lly seemed to enjoy 
them. 

On March 711
.., a bone scan taken at 

Harbor-UC LA s howed tha t the Sa
marium had significantly reduced the 
size and activity of the tumor. Dr. 
Rosenberg researched a next phase of 
treatment for e liminating the tumor's 
still act ive hot spot. Dr. Craig removed 
the bandage from the healed paw on 
March II '". For a few joyfu l days 
Mowgli trotted alongside Tri xie again. 

Theil Ihe Fraclllre Happe/l ed 
Then. five months after he began 

limping on Halloween, his right hu
merus, which was weakened both by the 
cancer and the irradiation o f the cancer 
cells. spontaneously fractured. Repair 
was not possible. Amputation was no 
longer a viable option. Power Mogul 's 
life - a life that began when he was a 
ghostl y-pale puppy - ended on March 
24, 1998. Despite hi s heroic efforts to 
survi ve, the experiment fai led him. But 
Samarium 153 promised hope, some
thing that greyhounds and their owners 
desperately need in the fight against 
cancer. 

Patti alld Karen Embler live ill Irvine, 
Ca/ijomia with Iheir olher greyhollnd, 
Trixie alld work wilh CPA/Oc. 
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HlImploll ("OIlISlllllllillgly"): 1984 -
1995. Died June 13, 1995, in Sarasota, 
Florida. Hampton is shown in the photo 
on page 18 of the Winter, 1997 issue of 
Celebrating Greyhollnds. 

He was bo rn May 20, 1984 in 
Abilene. Kansas. During what was to 
be hi s final race on May 20, 1988 at the 
Sarasota Kennel C lub, Outstandingly 
broke a hock and was taken to an ani
mal hospital to be euthanized. 

The veterinary cl inic agreed to set 
the leg and keep him in res idence as a 
blood donor. After almost fo ur years 
performing this service to needy pets, 
it was determined that the stress to his 
kidneys was too great and he could 110 

longer be used for that purpose. The 
clinic set out to find Outstanding ly a 
retirement home. That home was found 
w ith Kevin and Co nni e Murk of 
Sarasota, Florida, on March 20, 1992. 

I n November of 1994 the kidney 
problems began to catch up with Hamp
ton. With the help of three wonderful 
veterinari ans, Hampton lived for seven 
more happy months. On June 13, 1995 
Hampton was humanely euthani zed and 
now waits at the Rainbow Bridge. 

Mr. BOlles - 1984? - 1998. Di ed 
peacefully May 26, in Connecticut of 
old o ld age and kidney failure . Mr. 
Bones is the dog on the fro nt cover of 
the Winter, 1997 issue of Celebralillg 
Greyhollnds which featured care of 
older greyhounds. 

Hi s early years are unknown. He 
arrived at the home of Douglas and 
Marci a Herman, CG editor, in the Fall 
of 1995. He was probably a blood do
nor judging by his ve in condition. He 
was loved by all who knew him. Hi s 
image lives 0 11 . He was on the cover of 
the Winter 1997 issue of CG and ended 
up getting fan mail as a resul t. Mr Bones 
liked thaI. 

In Memoriam Continued on page 46 
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From The Greyhound Project, Inc. 

Canine Cancer Studies 
Greyhound Fund 
First Quarter 
Update 

A s you may have read o n th e 
Inte rne t, in Celebrating Greyhounds 
magazine or Speaking a/Greyhounds 
newsletter, The Greyhound Project, Inc. 
has set aside $2,500 as a matching fund 
fordonations to M orris Animal Foun
dation for canine cancer studies. 

Morris Animal Foundation is a 50 
year old non-profit organization, dedi
cated to improving the healLh and well
being of companion animals and wild
life. It funds an ima l hea lth studies at 
veteri nary institutions in the United 
Slates and other collntries that evaluate 
medica l protoco ls and procedures 
st.ictly to improve the healLh careavail 
able to animals. 

Most of the studies it funds are 
"clinical trials." In these studies animals 
with naturally occurring diseases or 
conditions participate when their own
ers bave given permission. No study is 
funded without the recommendation 
a nd o n go in g mo nit o rin g o f th e 
Foundation's Scientific Advisory 
Board. This Board consists of eight vet
erinary scientists, each of whom volun
teers fo r a term of four years. They rate 
proposed studies based upon relevance, 
scientific merit and humaneness. On ly 
those proposed studies rated highest for 
all three criteria are funded. 

Currently the Foundation is fund
ing ten canine cancer studies but fund
ing is dependent on contributions from 
veterinary organizations, other founda
tions, a variety of animal organizations 
a nd individuals. 
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Soon after The Greyhound Project, 
Inc. announced over the Internet that it 
had se t up its $2,500 ma tching fun d, 
Monis Animal Foundation received do
nations totaling $350 in just two weeks 
for this fund. It is a great start but we 
are still a long way from o ur goal. The 
time is right for making your donation. 
Morris Animal Foundation is funding a 
gene therapy study that is showing some 
real promise in reducing the size of can

certumors. 
Just think about it for a minute ... 

up to a total of$2,5oo, The Greyhound 
Project, Inc. wi ll match your contribu
tions and, if your employer pal1icipates 
in a matching program with its employ
ees, the impact of your dollars is tripled! 
Since Morris Animal Foundation is a 
501 (c)3 organiza tion, all contributions 
are tax deductible to the full extent of 
the law. Every dollar goes to fund ca
nine cancer studies; not a cent goes to 
administrative or other expenses. 

J/ere's all YOII have 10 clo 
Send your check to Morris Animal 

Foundation a nd specify that your do
nation is to go to ca nin e cancer, The 
G reyhound Project account. They' ll no
tify us and we'll then match your dona
tion. 

The address is: Morris Animal 
Foundation Canine Cancer - The 
Grey ho und Projec t A cco unt , 45 
Inverness Drive, East Englewood, CO 
8011 2. 
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In Memoriam Continued from page 45 

Killg Tlltallkhalllell: 1983 - 1998. 
Known to his friends simply as Tut, the 
distinguished dark brindle greyhound 
owned by Joan Belle Isle, of o ld age on 
July 2nd at fourteen years and e ight 
months. Tut was the beginning of a n 

King Tul , a very special greyhound. Photo 
by Marcia Herman. 

adventure in greyhounds that lead la the 
[o rmation of T he G reyhound Project. 
A successful athlete, Tut raced under the 
name Proud Truth at Wonderland in 
Massachusetts and Plainfie ld in Con
necticut until age four a nd a half. He 
touched many people. 

Car/os (Mr PilI/away): 1992-1998. 
Loved by the Giusti Family and featured 
in this issue's article" Fire!" He was a 
courageous dog who survived a fire and 
a difficult recovery only to be taken by 
osteosarcoma. Our deepest sympathies 
on your loss. 

Power MogIII (aka uC/rollli" alld 
"Mowglie"): 1991-1998. Loved by the 
Embler Familyof Irvine, Cali fornia. Of 
osteosarcoma and featured in the article 
on the preceding page. He was a hero 
to his family and to all greyhounds who 
may eventually be ne fit from the Sa 
marium study in which he participated. 
Mowglie was a litter mate to CG regu
lar contributor Lynda Adame's Tice. 
Sympathies to you all. 

Celebrating Greyltolllllis 



From The Greyhound Project, Inc. 

Photo Tips and Guidelines for 
The Celebrating Greyhounds Calendar 

From all of us at The Greyhound 
Project, thanks to all ofyoll who have 
shared YOllr photos and stories with liS. 
They inspire, delight, inform and fre
quently make us laugh! To all of you 
who have not yet sent us any photos ... 
why not? As you may have noticed, we 
include a lot more pictures in our cal
endar th an you will see in most ... so 
the re is ple nty of opportunity for hav
ing one of your photos featured. 

Over the past few years, many of 
you have asked for guidelines for sub
mitting photos and frankly, for a while, 
we didn 't quite know what to teU you. 
But we are learning in this process and 
would like to pass along some tips that 
may increase your chances of having 
one of your photos featured in the cal
endar and that will also make our job a 
whole lo t easier. 

I. Be your own cri tic! While we love 
to see everyone's photos. we are now 
receiving HUNDREDS every year. We 
really need you to select your BE ST 
shots and submit no more than ten a 
yea r. We won't presume to tell you how 
to take the "pe rfect" picture, but you 
will find some good advice and some 
excelle nt examples of good photogra
phy in the article by Lauren Emery in 
Celebratillg Greyhounds, Summer 
1998. 

Keep in mind that no matter how 
cute your SUbject, we are not likely to 
use photos that are out of focus or dam
aged. Although we have used a few pic
tures of greyhounds in costume, we pre
fer the "natural look. " We also prefer 
that the dogs be the primary focus of 
the picture, rather than incidental to a 
scene or obscured by lots of people, 
furniture or other "stuff. " 

Celebmlillg Greyhoul/ds 

2. Send us the inform ation we need! 
Be sure to include the name of the dog's 
owner, the owner 's address, as well as 
the dog's name, sex and age. We also 
like to know the name of the placement 
organization. If the photographer is 
other than the owner, please send us the 
name and address of the photographer 
too. 

3. When you submit a photograph that 
you have taken, we consider your sub
mission as pe rmission to publish the 
photograph in the Celebrating Grey
hounds Calendar alld any other publi
cation of The Greyhound Project, Inc. 
Currently other publications include 
Celebratillg Greyhoullds: The Maga
zine and our newsletter, Speaking of 
Greyhounds. If you send us a photo
graph taken by someone e lse, we need 
the photographer's written permission 
to publish the photograph in any of The 
Greyhound Project, Inc. publications. In 
addition, if the re are people in the pho
tograph, we need written permission 
from each person in the photograph to 
publish it.lf a person in the photograph 
is a child, we need the pe rmission of 
his or her parent. 

4. NO TAPE ON THE PHOTOS, 
FRONTOR BACK, PLEASE. AND 
NOGLUE EITHER! 

5. lfyou write information on the back 
of the photo, be sure the ink dries be
fore you turn the photo over or put an
othe r photo on top. Use " permanent 
ink" such as a laundry pen or " photo
graphic marker." Do not use a ball point 
pen on the back of the photo unless you 
are very careful that you do not dam
age the photo by pressing too hard. A 
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separate sheet of paper is usually the 
best place for information and com
ments. 

6. We only use color photos in the cal
endar and we cannot return them, so 
please don 't ask us to do so. Be sure 
you a re not sending us the on ly copy 
you have. Also, do not send us nega
tives or slides. 

7. Origina lity and creativity count ! 
Having said that, keep in mind that we 
seek to promote the adoption of retired 
racing greyhounds by featuring them in 
their retirement roles, activities and 
positions. 

8. And a fina l word if you are using 
one of the new digital cameras. We have 
to admit that this is new te rritory for us 
and the techno logy wi ll be diffe re nt 
among cameras. If you are using a digi
tal camera, send us the photo on a disk 
fil e in the highest resolution possible. 
Send it in a TIF form at if at all possible. 
We operate in an IBM universe and al
though we have a lot of the computer 
peripherals, we don 't have all the toys. 
When it comes to the final layout, we 
need to be able 10 open and manipulate 
your files. In addition to the fi le, send 
us the best quality print of the photo that 
you can reasonably produce. 

Once again, thank you for all you 
have done to make our effort to support 
the placement of these wonderful grey
hounds possible. 
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From The Greyhound Project, Inc. 
It 's AWESOME! 

The last 
Celebrating Greyhounds Calendar 

of the 20th Century. 

Get your award winning 
Celebrating Greyhounds 

Calendar 
from your adoption group at reunions and events. They make great 

holiday g ifts for a ll your greyhound fri ends. 
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The 1999 Calendar feat ures 

,i, 65 photographs of more 
than 80 adopted grey
hounds from around the 
world 

,i, 14 months from December 1998 to 
January 2000 

-;i, more than 200 adoption groups in 
the U.S., Canada, the U.K., Europe 
and Australia. 

Calendars can also 
be ordered from 
The Greyhound 
Proj ec t. Inc .. 26 1 
Robbins SIrCC I. 
Milton. MA 02 186 
for $ 12 plus $2 
shipping. Proceeds 
from calendars O f 

dered through The 
Greyhound Project 
will be donated 10 

the ASPCA Grey
hound Resc ue 
FUlld. 
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TRIVIA 

Greyhounds in the Sky 

[f you look up at the sky on a starry 
evening you can probably pick out the 
Big Dipper or, if in the Southern Hemi
sphere, the Southern Cross. You may not 
be aware, however, that two greyhounds 
romp among the stars. 

The sta rs were indispensable to 
early navigato rs who had to find their 
way without the benefit of satellites, 
computers or radar. Somewhat fright
ened by things that they could not un
derstand, early people like the Greeks 
and Romans interpreted the heavens 
and the various patterns of stars in ways 
that they could understand. They did 
this by visualizing powerful gods, a 
regular zoo of animals, and other ob
jects amongst the groupings of stars we 
know today as constellations. Four of 
these celestial animals are dogs and two 
of these dogs are greyhounds. 

The two more famous sky dogs are 
Canis Major and Canis Minor. These are 
the companions of Orion the Hunte r. 
Orion a nd his dogs are a winte r con
ste llation which rises in the east shortly 
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by Joan Dillon 

after sunset and is visible all night until 
about the middle of May. Canis Major, 
the greater dog, contains the brightest 
star visible to our eyes which is known 
as Sirius, the Dog Star. In early Egypt, 
Sirius heralded the sununer solstice and 
the "dog days" of summer. Canis Ma
jor is usua lly portrayed rearing on his 
hind legs and about to pounce on some
thing, possibly Lepus the hare which is 
located near Orion's feet. The smaller 
dog, Canis Minor, is more of a pet and 
is sometimes portrayed lifting a paw to 
shake or beg. 

Lesser known than Orion 's sky 
dogs are the two dogs of Bootes (pro
nounced bow Oh teez). These dogs, the 
Canes Venatid (pronounced KAY neez 
YEN at ih see) are greyhounds. Bootes 
is a summer constellation and was 
known in antiquity since it is mentioned 
in Home r's Odyssey. In B oo k V, 
Odysseus sailed his ship by the stars and 
uses the Pleiades, the Bear, and Bootes 
to guide him to his destination. Bootes 
is sometimes referred to as The Hunter 
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and sometimes The Herdsman. He is 
most often pictured as a white-bearded 
man holding a staff in one hand and two 
leashes in the other. 

At the end of the leashes a re his 
two hunting dogs running side by side. 
These are the greyhounds, Asterion 
which means Starry, and Chara, which 
means Dear One. Bootes and his grey
hounds continually pursue Ursa Major 
(the Great Bear), whose tai l is the Big 
Dipper, as he circles the North Pole. To 
find these heavenly greyhounds, look 
beneath the curving tail of the Great 
Bear. The two brightest stars of the 
Canes Venatici a re in the heads of the 
dogs. These are Cor Caroli, the blighter 
of the two, and La Superba, which 
changes colors. In case you lack the 
imagina tion necessary to spot these 
heavenly greyhounds, a drawing of 
Boo tes and his two greyhounds is 
shown here. This drawing is attributed 
tolohannes Hevelius and dates back to 
1690. 
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7iie~IiOP 

',,"ow" prHam for ,"pte" P'P' 
Clothln' t coli."" card. ".0"""' , h •• lta. pr.d.ets 

• MOlE! 

For our Dog.log ."nd $2 
(rtlfundable wIth order) 

IlAtlE &IElHOUID .LACEIIEIT SEI"CE 
'.0. 101 In 

IIt.nol, ME 0400. 

PROCEEDS Boo:m RESCUED GRImOUNDS 

Custom hooded polar fl eece coats an apestry 
martingale safety collars for greyhounds 

Ca ll or write for informa tion 

Lind a Miranda 
PO Box 108 Derby Line 

VT 05830 - 0108 

(819) 876 - 2980 miranda®together.net 

Clothin g f o r c hild re n, o dult , ond everyone i n b e t ween l 

1-888-327-8525 FAST www.fastjack.com 
JACK~ 

C lirisantliei!::t!s 
Clrris Stolpe, Proprietor 

PO Box 1004 
Berwick, Maine 03901 

Since 1990 
Pirone: 207-698-1271 Fax: 207-698-1278 Toll Free: 800-964-1271 

E-mail: chrismums@aol.com Web: Irftp:llwww.clrrisantlremums.com 
Cilfisanthemums is pleased to announce our transformation from wholesale/retail to strictly 

wholesale, In doing this, we lrope to generate evel/ more fUl/ding for the adoption 
groups/retailers that carry ollr products. Please visit ollr web site or contact us, either for 

wholesalillg information, or to find a retailer/grollp near YOIl. As before, we will continlle to 
manllfactllre and market ol/Iy ti,e finest in greyhollnd coats al/d apparel and beds. 
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Greyhound Marketplace 
'Elegantf}f 'Embroidered 

(jreyli(1und.s, 

by, 
SPOl tiY (jallery, 

We embroider all garments: Jackets, Hats, Fashion Sweatshirts, 

T-Shirts and Denim. Many Design Choices 
We can also digitize your designs or logos 

One of a kind holiday gifts for the Greyhound Lover 
For a catalog of fine gifts and to be included on our mailing list, please 

call, write, fax or e-mail: Portions of all sales donated to : 

See )'0\.1 at Greyhound Friends, Inc. Order 
oewcy\l the llo;'b'/Y fo,. 

(609) 845-6943 
(609) 845-0785 (fax) 

Sports GaJlery e-mail: IdaYslI1 

664 Mantua Pike 
Woodbury, NJ 08096 

elyoung@phllly.1nO.nel 

Greyhound Placement Service 
ofNelv Hampshire 

WillllillJ'. Hearl! GifiJ 

(:}"e 8",; 

~ ~ " ~ 
Sen.?ice 

Unique gifts for you and your hound 
including stained glass. "roll 'n go" beds, 

coats , history throw, jewelry, collars, shi rts 
and more. 

For a FREE catalog. send request to 
PO Box 58 

Dunstabl., MA 01827 
.-mail : GPSCatalog@aol.com 
All proceeds herp support greyhounds 

wolting for adoption. 

II Breed An Extensive, On-Line Greyhound Resource 24 hours a day. Where 
last year, more than 100,000 visitors came to talk about greyhounds! 

Every other month, A Breed Apart publishes original art icles on various 
topics of interest and use to all devotees of greyhounds. All past issues of 
ABAP are archived and accessible in our "Dig Deep" area. 

ABAP Forums encourage daily questions, solutions and conversation. In 
the forums you can discuss feeding, care, health , grief, etc. You can li st 

a lost greyhound or a special needs hound looking for a home. 

Also offered are live interactive chats, web site hosting, electronic 
"Pet Transfer Request" forms and much , much more. 

W\j1llW~aD'aD.org 
The Internet's Award-Winning E-zine 

A Breed Apart, your on-line greyhound resource! 

VISIT (IS TODAY! 

~ Toastie Coats & Paws ... ," 
Custom Made Greyhound Coats & Hoods 

Celebrating Greyhounds 

Polar Fleece Winter Coats • Ultrex Rain Coats 

Hoods • Booties • Jammles 

Original pen & Ink drawing Notecards & Notepads 

Complete line of Premier collars. leashes & harnesses 

Call. write or email for a free catalog 
46 Alton Rood. Circleville. NY 10919 

(914) 361-3843 email: godogs@warwlck.net 

Slimmer 1998 

URNS 
MARKERS 
CASKETS 

MONUMENfS 

~~~ART PET MEMORIALS 

JOHN ESPOSITO MEMORIAL CO. 
1250N. WeUwoodAve. 

W. Babylon, New York 11704 
516-249-2921 
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Greyhound Marketplace 

$29.95 
add S&H 

SCULPTURE 
by 

Terry Lerner 

1fandcraftea onginafs 

WHOLESALE- FREE CATALOG - RETAIL 

• • 
DOGS4U 

401 East State Road 434, Longwood, FI 32750 

800-633-5107 
PHONES ORDERS ACCEPTED 

Mastercard Visa Discover 

THE DANNYQUEST COLLECTION 
• Cold Cast Bronze -

Share Some warmth~ t JI { a :f.t-< 
w, h v P III .u::a CTTOuna ':::J "/ I ;.,z.. 

It lour etlll ~\\ Stained G lass Sun ~ 
• Fleece Polar Paws • ~~ Catchers & Tapestry ~ ~ ~ 

G reyhound Collars 4667 Route 3t 
• Wraps' Hoods ' Veman, New Ya,k 13476 

lYle also carry many more speciallY ilems. 
• Polar/Ultrex Dog Coats • Call or write for ottr catalog! 

3 15 - 829 -4800 
dixi@vcrn.tds.n ct 

A Bigger, Better 1999 Catalog For 
Greyhound-aholics 
You gotta get it if you've got a greyhound! 

The California Adoption Center's new 1999 Greyhound and Whippet Catalog 
is bigger and loaded w ith must-haves. Like our exclusive posters and note cards from 

original wa tercolors. Exclusive T-shirts and more. More peoplewear. More dogwear. 

More jewelry, art, collectibles, books, signs, stationery, accessories and holiday goodies. 

24 pages in full color, lam-packed with the things greyhound and whippet people want. Need. Love. And 

can't find all together anywhere else. 100% of your purchases send greyhounds to loving, responsible homes. 

11 Send $2 for the 1999 Greyhound & Whippet Catalog to: Greyhound Pets of America/California, P.O. Box 2433, La Me~, CA 91943·2433 

(6191 44H)940 . fax (619) 443-0130 • www.greyhaundog.org 
( THE CALIfORNIA ADOPTiON CENTER IS A NON-PROfIT, VOLUNTEER-RUN, GREYHOUND RESCUE-AND· ADOPTION ORGANIZATiON. 
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FOR PETS SAKE 
OngintJArfH;ork oiJfurPd 

Im:l\! t's in Siained G Ia~s · Ho] id.w Orn:llll t' nt ~- Pb'lll <'.5' 
11II:l~US \In Tik··H3nd -Etchc.:1 Tjk-CUl\TI~ Oil Print" 
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1'<;,1 l\kmoria l, 
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Pe4.bnagei 

Ca ll or Wrile For Free Bro\,.:hure 

609-853-1503 
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Greyhound Marketplace 
GREYHOUND TALES "GREYHOUND 

True Stories Of Rescue, Compassion & Love 
~ ~ Edited by Nora Star .,..ji 
~ Introduction by Susan Netboy ~ 

~There is a very special class of privileged citizens in this country, those who 
have gotten to know a greyhound. It is an experience like no other and this book 
is living testimony to that fact. Unlike other privileged societies, the one built 
around the greyhound is very easy to join. You don't have to be born into it 
... you just have to be willing to give love and accept love. ~ Roger A. Caras 

"" ~ ... Pro".;, ~PC~ 
; ~'-~jf('~C(~ ~ 

SEN D $15.95 TO, STAR, 9728 TENAYA WAY, KEI.SEYVILLE, CA 95~51 
REDUCED RATES TO RESCUE GROUPS, PROFITS ALL GO TO DOGS 

~ 

n( GH ,-M GH CuddlecoatsTM brand greyhound coats for all seasons and sizes feature . 
C _ ?;;/)~ . The original turtlene~k design that can be rolled out to cover neck and hea@ 
_'0.:"~ • V (w~h reinforced opening for leash) 
~~ t:J' Finest quality fabrics and workmanship v • 

<:e:: Easy-on design with one adjustable velcro strap 
• Custom sizing for perfect fit (Ideal for Whippets and Italian Greyhounds,too) 

Coat A: For winter, double layered (200 wi each) synthetic fleece offers superior warmth. 
This durable, machine washable, quick drying coat quietly and softly surrounds 
your dog's sensitive body. 
Coat B: For Spring·Fall, nylon outer with flannel lining is water and wind resistant and offers 
warmth in cool weather. This sporty coat is durable and machine washable. 

Greyhound Coat: $69.95 Whippet Coat: $49.95 Italian Greyhound Coat: $29.95 (prices include shipping) 
For more information, measuring instructions, order form, and available colors contact: 

Barbara A. Baker PO Box 243 Canaan, NH 03741 
email: baker@endor.com (603) 523-9632 

Th "Serrv" B t e Natural Pet"takery es Q[loak ® 

anb 
1190gger 

• • • 
• • • • • 

Pe~jc.te~ to the Rescue of the ~TeyhoIlM. 
Fresh Iy baked. 
Over 30 varieties. 
No salt. sugar. chemicals 
or preservatives. 
Vegetarian specialties. 
Will cater to restricted diets. 
Wheat and corn free available. 
G ift packaging and I 
Shipping anywhere in USA. 

Choir I-b.Kld of the Board onc:I offidol taste tester: 
Benv tt-e Greyhound. A portIOI1 01 all 

proceeds donated ta NGAP. 

C.ll fDr 
free 

'rDdlllre 
fomerlV' Bane 

Appetit Pet Bakely 

The "Berry" Belt N.tIlT.1 Pet B.keTY .t the A RTWORK.$ .t POlUckm 
100 N. $101. $1., E,hrot., PA 17522 (717)7J8-96J6 

Celebr(l{illg Greyhounds Slimmer 1998 

greyhormd Heraldry 
leather collars & 

Washable Cloaks for the 
Discrimillating Cauine 

for beauty, war",th aud [ullction 

lalla Maaroll/ 
26 Gibraltar Drive 

Rockford, Miclriglm 49341 
616-866-4694 
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Greyhound Marketplace 

~L~ ~~~ 
~- ~-="~ ~ATURE'S HALO ~ 
100% Natura l Pet Producls® ~ 

Cedarwood and 
Citrus Shampoos 

• 100% Natu ra l 
• Contains essential oil s 
• O live oi l based 
• Helps control itchy-flaky skin 
• Moisturi zes 
• Ki lls fleas on contact 

Citrus Spritz Bath 

• Ki lls fl eas on contact 
• Deodorizes coat I bedd ing 
• Clea ns, moistu rizes between shampoos 

Call or w rite for informa tion 
1-800-240-9667 
AlPeI, Inc. 
PO Hox 921 • Tillamook OR 97141 

SUI/ller 1998 

Quality greyhound merchandise available for 
your shopping pleasure. 

Call or write lor free catalog. 

TEDDY & FRIENDS 
GREYHOUND TREASURES INC. 

PO. Box 9) IndependenceKY 41051 
606-363-0951 606-363-0952 (Fax) 

PREMIER COLLARS 
LEASHES 

HARNESSES 
OTHER DOG PRODUCTS 

25+ colors and patterns 

Changing Horizons 

11238 Hiram Road 

Terrell, TX 75161 

Toll free: 1- 888-751-0877 

poo@dbc.net 
Vlsa/MasterCard Accepled 

www.chorizon.com 
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Greyhound Marketplace 
For all your Greyhound needs, call us first. 

Plastic Products 
Coursing muzzles 
Kennel muzzles 
Stool guards 
Safety collars 

Leather Items 
Wide Collars 
I' Collars 
Leashes 

Grevhound Coats 
Satin jackets 
Spring/fall coats 
Fleece winter lined 
Rain coats 

Call or write for a free brochure. 
Halemar Specialties, Inc. 

Denim coats 

P.O. Box 3132 
Peabody, MA 01961-3132 

1-800-955-9656 

1-978-531-6504 Embroidered satin coats 
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TWO c OLOl2jl\JG BOOKS ;I\J 01\J611 
Puppies and Adult Greyhound.s 

34 illustratiolUl printed on high quality white paper 

A BOOK TO BE ENJOYED BY C!DLDREN OF ALL Mrs 

""'" Fonn 

cOLOR. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Please send ___ copies of the GREYHOUND COWRING BOOK at $9.9S per cop.j. to: 

Name 

Add.resg,-========St.;"-:=:=Z~~ City ,_ State Zip Code 
Price fnclude9.s:hipping and handling! 

DISTRIBUTED BY: 
Gaia Greyhound Greetings 

4S03 Church Road 
Urbana. Ohio 4'3078'-9365 

931-6S2-3271 
S1lemleux@{oryou.net 

A percentage of an SlaIeS donated to Gl'eIjhound Rescue. 

Noteeardl2, Tablets, Stationery. Greyhound PinSI'. IlIughated Story. 
Send $1.00 for Sample Card and Catalogue 

Celebl'(llillg Greyhol/lu!s Slimmer 1998 

SINCE "~ 

11'1 0t~!~,~~ ~. 
l~kt 8. Stc,l;h, SHver J .... lry 
Note ClLrds. RuLbcr Sh.""rs 

&: E~Lroidcrcd SI-irts 

Vi sit us it.. WisC:.I\si" 

.. ".I ... cd 01.1,. '''4Iy~o""Js ... s t~H 

51 N. M ... i" St .. Deerfield, WI 5353, 
Tuu.-Sa.t. '08·""". -802.8 · goo-352.-3iU 

FAX: '08-"'i-592.1 

TheSoDest 

Lealher 

Collars and 

Leashes !ha! 

you will ever 

find! 

yoy .. ,C,.,d •• . a.ol.co .... 

• ,. v.y ... 'crlliLCl/u .... co .... 

" PA.SH A. " 

Handmade in Bavaria/or 

1itrifch [{c!uslill 
4740 SIII/i an Way, Sanla Rosa CA 95409 

707- - 61 
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You·re Invited -

::--VJELtoME !_ 
GREYHOUND -

PICNIC -

--- - -

The first Sunday of every month (September through 
December, and March through June) 
The Lehigh Valley Lure Coursing Club 
Lure Coursing 
10 a.m. start time 
For directions or more info, contact: 
Rita Linck (610) 770-1582 or rlinck@ptd.net or 
Kathy Bentzoni (610)799-5608 or xracers@ptdprolog.net 

Saturday, September 12 
Greyhound Placement Service of NH 
Great Greyhound Family Fun Day on 
9 a. m. - 6 p.m. 
Hillsborough County Fairgrounds, 
New Boston, New Hampshire 
Contact for more information/directions: 
Sue or Marguerite (978) 649-3782 

Saturday, September 12 
Greyhound Pets of America/Oklahoma 
Annual picnic 
12 p.m - 4 p.m. 
Hunter Park 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 
For information/directions or to make reservations: Shahna 
Baugus (918) 224-3376 or e-mail Mbaugus@ionet.net: Gail 
Hair at www.gapok.pair.com 

Saturday, September 12 
GPA-Wisconsin 
Fourth Annual Gala Greyhound Gathering 
Racine Kennel Club 
For information/directions: (414) 278-0884 or e-mail 
ejks@execpc.com 

Saturday, September 12 
Greyhound Companions of Missouri 
Second Annual Reunion 
10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Purina Farms, Gray Summit, Missouri (about 40 miles west 
of downtown St. Louis) 
For information/directions: Lisa Tusing at (3 14) 92 1-4761 
or e-mail tusing@i l.net 

Sunday, September 13 
Second Chance for Greyhounds of MiChigan 
8th Annual Reunion 
Noon - 4p.m. 
West Wood Lit tle League Ball Park 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 
For more information/directions: Donna Lakin (616) 349-
5104 or lakin@cc.kzoo.edu 

Saturday, September 19 
Greyhound Pets of America - Central New Hampshire 
Chapter 
Greyhound Fun Day 1998 
10 a. m. to 4 p.m. 
Woodlawn Kennels 
Poverty Plains Rd., Warner New Hampshire 
For information/directions: Steve (603) 225-7274 or e-mail 
Bluedogs5@aol.com 

Saturday, September 19, rain date Sunday, September 20 
WAG, Inc. (We Adopt Greyhonnds) 
1998 WAG Games and Gatheri ng 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Brooksv.le Park 
Hamden, Connecticut 
For more information/directions: Susan Reed Osborne (860) 
667-9475 or e-mail KloeysMom@aol.com 
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Sunday. Septe mber 20 
Greyhound Friends, Inc of New Jersey 
Fall Picnic 
I J a. m. to 3 p.m. 
Duke Island Park 
Bridgewater, New Jersey 
For information/directions: Barbara Wicklund (908) 874-
0508 

Saturday, September 26 
Midwest Greyhound Adoption 
I L:OOAM and continue thoughout the day. 
Annual Reunion and Greyhound Ga la 
Kane County Events Stadium (Cougars Stadium) 
Ge neva, Illinois 
For information/directions: e-mail Kari Swanson at WH 
Dog l@aol.com or Cindy King at (630) 851-3402 

Saturday and Sunday, September 26 and 27 
Save the Greyhound Dogs! 
7th Annual G reyhound Parade and Walk 
Registralion Sunday 8:30 a.m. 
Walk begins a t 11 a.m. 
Rochester Community Center 
Wake fi eld Street 
Rochester, N e- \-v .... H·a-n-,p~sh iirree· -------
For more informalion: (802) 879-8838 

Saturday and Sunday, October 4 and 5 
Greyhound Friends, Inc. 
Fall Open H ouse 
167 Saddle Hill Road 
Hopkinton , Massachusetts 
For intormation , call 508-435-5969 

Saturday, O ctober 3 
Maine Greyhound Placement Service 
Kennel Ope n House 
11 :00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Ml. He nry Rd. 
Bridgton, M aine 
For inform a tion/directions, contact: Lauren Emery (207) 
846-5759 or e-mail dwemery@mindspring.com 

Sunday, October 4 
Arizona Adopt A Greyhound 
Annual AAG I Picnic In the Park 
Papago Pa rk 
Phoenix, A rizona 
Sta rting time undecided at press lime 
For infonnalion/direclions: call Arizona Adopt A Grey
hound al (6 02) 971-6935 

You're Invited 

Sunday, Oct 4 
Make Peace with Animals 
Homecoming Picnic 
12 p.m. - 4 p.m. 
Contact for more inform ation and details on vegetarian 
lunch: 
Kathy Bentzoni (610) 799-5608 or at 
xracers@ptdprolog.net 

Sunday, October 4 
Ohio Greyhound Placement, Inc. 
1998 Annual Gathering 
II a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Osborn Park 
Sa ndusky, Ohio 
For more information : (440) 338-1 744 or (419) 626-4551 

Sunday, October 4 
Peoria Greyhound Rescue, Inc. 
Second Annual Reunion and Fund Raiser 
For more information: Lori at (309) 685-6818 

Saturday and Sunday, October 10 and II 
Greyhound Friends of North Carolina 
12 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
5th Anniversary Celebration Fall Open House and Reuni on 
2908 Oakridge Road 
Oakridge, North Carolina (nort hwest of Greensboro) 
For informalion/directions: Karen Weyler (9 10) 643-0233 

Sunday, November 15 
Arizona Adopt A Greyhound 
Phoenix Greyhound Park 
Annual AA GI Alumni Night invites their retired racers and 
their families for a party and parade on Ihe track. 
For in fo rmation/di rec tions: Arizona Adopt A Greyhound at 
(602) 971 -6935 

Sunday, December 6 
Greyhound Friends of North Carolina 
Christmas Drop-In. Everyone is we lcome to drop in for hot 

cider and cookies. 
12 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
2908 Oakridge Road 
Oakridge, North Carolina (nort hwest of Greensboro) 
For in formation/directions: Karen Weyler (910) 643-0233 
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Autumn is the most active time for greyhound events. This group photo of one of the early annual Gatherings al Dewey Beach, Deleware is just one 
of the ways adopters celebrate with thei r greyhounds. Look inside for some of the events scheduled around the country. 


