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Duke and Christy, adopted by Jack Simon of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Combating Cancer
Through Science

—

Morris Animal Foundation Provides Hope

by Funding Research

By Heidi Jeter

Your dog has cancer. These words make a dog owner’s heart plummet.

Dogs, like humans, are susceptible to cancer, particularly as they age. According to the Animal Cancer Center at
Colorado State University, cancer is the number one natural cause of death in older cats and dogs, accounting for nearly 50
percent of natural deaths each year.

Those statistics are eye opening, and words like melanoma and osteosarcoma certainly sound frightening. But thanks to
tremendous advances in veterinary medicine, cancer is often treatable, particularly when diagnosed early. Treatment varies
and can include surgery, chemotherapy, radiation, and immunotherapy.

What's more, new treatment advancements are happening all the time, in part due to studies funded by Morris Animal
Foundation. Each year, the Foundation funds about $4 million for animal health studies. This year the 56-year-old nonprof-
it organization is funding more than half a million dollars for nine studies of cancer in dogs, conducted at universities around
the world. These diverse projects are looking at the link between genetics and cancer, new treatments for bone cancer, tumor

vaccines, and new diagnostic techniques.











































Susie, adopted by Bill and Kathy Helm of New Boston, Mich.

water nor ice interests the dog, try freezing
chicken broth and making it into ice chips,
or use salt-free chicken broth in place of the
drinking water.

Running, Jumping, Climbing, Walking. Watch
the x-rays and track the locations of the cancer.

Observe your Greyhound’s outward physical

condition. Involvement of the heart, lungs,
joints, or limbs will mean that you should limit
your dog’s activity. An easily winded dog is safer
walking than running. Tender joints don't need
to be jumping on concrete. At first, you may be
able to use simpler measures, like leashed walks

instead of untrammeled runs. Later, you may also

have to help physically, lifting the dog down
steps or into the car, or providing a steadying
arm while your male dog relieves himself. Inside,
the short jump up onto your bed may become
impossible without your help.

Contact with Other Pets. Greyhounds are like
snack food. Some of us can't have just one. And
a romping group of Greyhounds can injure the
already sick one, even unintentionally. It’s best
to isolate the weak Greyhound when you aren't
there to supervise, so that an exuberant young-
ster doesn’t jump right onto the sick dog’s ten-
derest sore spot. You also don’t want your sick
pet to gallop around with more rambunctious
buddies, and early in an illness, she may be
tempted. This isolation also works to the sick
Greyhound’s advantage, because you create an
adapted space just for her.

Special Spaces. Outdoors, you may need to
create a lightweight ramp to help your
Greyhound reach terra firma. Even a wide board
with a chock at the bottom to steady it will work.
Sometimes a smaller enclosure is needed. One
friend’s dog with a slow-growing cancer began to
lose track of where he was and would panic in the
back yard. With a smaller, crudely fenced off
area, he was fine. Indoors, a separate room for the
sick dog may be needed, even for owners who
usually crate their pets. For instance, if a diuretic
is prescribed to help keep your Greyhound's lungs
clear, crating would be unkind, because the dog
will have no choice but to urinate and the
impulse will come on without warning. Better to
use a bathroom with plastic and newspapers on
most of the floor, with bedding in one section,
than to condemn the poor animal to soiling her
crate and sitting in cold, wet urine all day.

You will want to spend more time with your
sick Greyhound, knowing that time is growing
short, but illness does lead to loss of bodily con-
trol. If your pet has accidents as a result of the
disease, pick a bed or sofa (I admit, I picked all
the beds and sofas) and wrap it in heavy-duty
plastic, available cheaply as vapor barrier at
hardware stores. Then wrap bedding and blan-
kets on top of your plastic. You'll do a lot of
laundry, but you can cuddle your dying pet as
much as you want. | am convinced that this con-
tact helps the sick dog rest better and supports
the immune system’s fight against the illness,
prolonging life and making the illness more
bearable for both of you.

Temperature and Bodily Comforts. Greyhounds

are not very tolerant of cold temperatures. As the




sick animal loses weight, he'll become colder much
more readily. Watch carefully and provide warmer
rooms and more covers as you notice your sight
hound is less able to fend off the cold. (You proba-
bly don’t need to be told that space heaters and
piles of blankets on the floor don’t mix. Open up
those heat vents instead.) I once brought my eld-
erly Greyhound home from a kennel, and noticed
that every time she came in from outside and went
to her crate, she gave me the dirtiest look. I phoned
the kennel and asked whether they'd been giving
her some particular type of treat. The kennel
owner said she had been so sorry for my “skinny
dog” that she had been putting her crate blankets
into the dryer to warm them up for her. I took the
hint. And this would clearly be a kindness to a sick
dog thinned down by illness or age.

Most Greyhound owners are already giving
their dogs super-soft, cozy beds. But now is the
time to think like a hospital and pravide a thick
foam like the
for people with cancer and AIDS. Or pile up
several thick comforters. After you put your dog

mattress ones used

to bed, stay to cover him up, too, after he settles
into his cozy nest.

Stimulus/Response and Food. Basic psychology
tells us that a response must immediately follow
the stimulus to be effectively linked. Just try
punishing your Greyhound for a puddle by the
door, hours after it happened. The dog doesn’t
seem apologetic. Instead, he looks resentful, as if
to say, “Who, me! What puddle? The one
exception to this requirement for close timing in
the stimulus-response link is nausea. In a phe-
nomenon called the Garcia effect, an animal
experiencing nausea hours after the food “stimu-
lus" will still be able to associate that nausea
with whatever was last eaten. This can become
a quandary, because one true test of whether
your Greyhound is nearly at the end of her life
will be whether or not she's still eating. Yet
many cancers and other terminal illnesses will
make your pet feel nauseous.

Your challenge is to continue to come up
with foods your dog will eat. Ordinary kibble is
often unpalatable to a sick dog. You may have to
change the menu every two or three days, as the
dog learns to associate the newest food with the
continuing nausea. Don't alight happily on a
food your Greyhound will eat and buy huge
quantities. The day after tomorrow, raw ham-
burger in a slurry of hot water — so appetizing
yesterday — will be a complete turnoff to your
dog. My own sick dogs have preferred raw ham-

burger in hot water, browned hamburger with or
without milk, sweet ham (an all-time favorite),
egg noodles cooked in canned beef broth rather
than water (and served with the broth), egg noo-
dles cooked with the greasy broth from a sweet
hambone (not the salty type), scrambled eggs,
boxed corn bread stuffing, and stewing beef
cooked slowly with lots of broth. With my
favorite dog breeder's advice, | added a vitamin
and mineral supplement to many of these meals
until my dogs turned down meals with the addi-
tive, associating that with the nausea.

While most of these foods do result in a more
odiferous pet, seeing your sick dog wolf down her
food is worth a bit of diminished air quality.

Work, Leisure, Travel Plans, and Sleep.
Supporting your dog-owning habit will likely
require that you leave your sick pet at least long
enough to go to work, but if your dog’s time is
short, curtail some leisure and travel to spend
more time with your Greyhound while you can.
(There is much to be learned about people from
their reactions when you tell them you can't
make it to an event because you want to stay
with your sick Greyhound. At my workplace, we
all looked anew at our resident curmudgeon
when he had to take a personal day after his dog
died.) If you do need to travel, consider whether
to take the sick dog with you or have a trusted
friend take care of her in your own home. A sick
dog left in a kennel may die in the owner’s
absence. Very often, they simply give up.
(Veterinarians in several states have told me
this, over my lifetime.)

With my hostess's permission, 1 took a sick
sighthound with me on a 12-hour drive to participate

in a family wedding. During the wedding and recep-
tion, | hired a sitter for the dog, just to be with himand
to let him out when he needed it. He lived five more
months, but I am not confident he would have lasted
that weekend at a kennel.

Even if you are staying home as much as you
reasonably can, there are seven or eight hours
every day when you are not caring for your sick
dog. You are asleep. If you usually allowed your
Greyhound to sleep at the foot of the bed before
the illness, let him sleep there now, if you can. If
you kept the dog in your room at night, try to
continue that now. If your dog usually slept down-
stairs while you slept upstairs, though, you may
want to change your habits during this final ill-
ness. A sick dog seems to rest easier with its owner
nearby. A worried owner sleeps more soundly, too,
if the sick dog is not a whole staircase away.
Knowing that the arrangement is short-term,
consider shifting to a sofa in the family room to be
with the Greyhound, or bring the sick Greyhound
into the bedroom even if your dogs are usually
forbidden there. Your dog’s ability to rest can
enhance his immune response to illness. H

Lee Jolliffe lives in Des Moines, lowa with her
teenaged son, two Greyhounds, three ferrets, four
cats, five Cockatiels, a guinea pig, a gecko lizard,
and miscellaneous wild creatures who stop in to visit.
To support her pet paradise, she teaches magazine
journalism at Drake University. Her thanks go to
Deb Narwold, sighthound breeder in Kelley, lowa,
and veterinarians Michael Henning and Lisa Takes
at Starch Pet Hospital, for their help, support, and
extremely good advice on coping with terminal illness
in dogs.
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Harmony, adopted by Gordon and Nancee Dexter of Missoula, Mont.










Greyhounds Debut in
Peoria Ballet

By Lori Reynolds

Overture

My 10-year-old daughter, Kinsey, has been a student at the Peoria Ballet Academy for five years. In the summer of 2003,
I was asked to assist artist Holly Highfill with the huge task of painting new backdrops for the April 2004 performance of
Giselle in exchange for Kinsey's ballet tuition. [ had never done anything like this before, but it sounded like fun and I'm
always up for a challenge.

Holly and 1 got to know each other pretty well during two weeks of long, humid 90-plus degree days and nights working
without air conditioning. While we worked, Holly shared her thoughts about the scenery and props. Feeling my old creative
streak re-emerging, 1 shared my own thoughts with her. After we finished the backdrops, Holly recommended me to Erich
Yetter, Peoria Ballet artistic director, to help him obtain props for the performance.

Giselle tells the story of a 15th-century peasant girl who falls in love with a nobleman in disguise. She goes insane and
dies after discovering he is already engaged and has betrayed her. It is a popular ballet, but the Peoria Ballet had not staged
it before, so the costumes, props, and scenery needed to be created for the production.

During a discussion of props, Erich told me he envisioned a pack of Greyhounds for the hunt scene in Act 1. | think I may
have actually jumped up and let out a whoop of excitement. He said somebody told him that | may have access to some
Greyhounds. I knew my own hounds would not set a paw on the stage. Ten-year-old Casper had a leg amputated a couple years
ago. He gets around just fine, but 1 don't like to have him stand for long periods of time. At age 12, Sam enjoys his sleep too much
to be involved in much of anything. Luckily, I have stayed in touch with several people from my Greyhound rescue years as

founder and first president of Peoria Greyhound Adoption (PGA), so | knew I could get my hands on some strong, young dogs.
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