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Andy was adopted from Greyhound Rescue of New England by Jen and Derek Osojnicki of
Cumberland, R.I. Photo by Jen Osojnicki 48 Marketplace
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After Dakie's careers as racer and blood donor ended, he was adopted by Kate Bressler in
Kansas City, Mo. Now that he is retired, he enjoys running around in the back yard. Photo by
Kate Bressler
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Rory, adopted by Sharon Smith of Carmel, Ind.
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It Happens

| awaken ¢ at 4 a.m.

S, my dog whlmperlng

[ get out of bed, slowly,

rubbing my;' eyes, trying to see

in the fragmented moonlight
coming through the venetian blinds.
Nikkie’s standing in the corner,
holding her front right paw up.
I sit on the floor beside her,
petting her, saying, “Good dog,”
over and over. I rub her paw,
trying to bring the feeling back.
This has happened once before,
so | know what to do. Finally,
she puts her paw down.

[ never imagined I'd be sitting
on the floor with a dog at 4 a.m.,
but it happens. Your life changes.
Believe me. It happens.

—Arthur Winfield Knight




Kirby, adopted by Russ and Dana Laggan of Livonia, Mich.

Surrender Stories: “Sometimes
You Have to Make Choices”

By Mardy Fones

doptions are down and returns are up. It’s a fact of Greyhound adoption nationwide. As groups are cop-

ing with this economy-driven double whammy, it's easy for volunteers to get jaded, to blame adopters.

Yet, all surrendering owners have stories. And they have their regrets, too. They should have planned better,
saved more, started searching for a new job sooner, or spent less. Even in Greyhound adoption, hindsight is 20/20.

Being critical, even smug is a common response to returns, as is pronouncing “I'd sleep under a bridge before I'd
surrender my Greyhound.” The inadvisability of taking your dog into such dangerous circumstances notwithstand-
ing, Greyhound adopters are people, too. They misjudge. They practice denial as a coping mechanism. And they fall
victim to the same economic forces that are kicking the legs out from under major corporations, governments, and
adoption groups alike.

Rather than demonize surrendering adopters, try to offer some compassion or empathy. Consider the circum-

stances that have led to the return from their point of view.
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Caring for your
Greyhound on a Budget

Owning a Greyhound can be a pricey proposition. That's because they deserve the best, plus the extras. But in
these tough economic times, most Greyhound owners are looking for ways to reduce costs.

That doesn't equal scrimping on kibble or cutting out treats. It just means looking for the most economical ways
to give your hound what he needs — a good, loving home. Try these budget-savvy strategies:

Switch Dog Food
Hounds do best on high-protein foods, so shop price and content. Look for foods with at least 20 percent protein.
To get the most bang for your kibble buck:

¢ Search manufacturer’s websites for discount coupons.

¢ Comparison shop for the lowest price.

¢ If samples of your hound’s favorite food are available, augment your supply with a bag or two every time you

stack up.

¢ If you and a group of friends buy the same food, ask the local distributor for a bulk discount.

To avoid gastrointestinal upset when changing foods, never switch brands suddenly. Mix the old and new brands
over a week or so, gradually increasing the amount of the new brand.

Raw-feeders also have options for extending their food-buying budget:

























} ; A

Volunteers from GPA/Electric City and the Humane Society formed a “line of gratitude” at the ride start to express appreciation for the participants.

step of the way. The Alexanders found a
local business, a church, and a generous
friend that were willing to let the cyclists
stop in their parking lots, have a sports drink
and snack, and use their rest rooms. The
organizers supplied the refreshments, paper
goods for eating and for the rest rooms, trash
bags, cleaning supplies, and the volunteers to
do the serving and cleanup work. When the
last cyclist came in, the rest stop volunteers
cleaned the place inside and out. They then
returned to the picnic site at ride start to
help cook and serve.

We were grateful that the skies were part-
ly cloudy, the roads were dry, and all riders
came back safely. Despite the heat, the
cyclists had a wonderful time while partici-
pating in a humanitarian ride. The only “to

do differently” would be to choose a cooler

season or to start the ride at the crack of

dawn so that it ends well before noon. This
well-oiled machine worked beaurifully despite
the heat, netting over $2,000 to benefit

Greyhound adoption. B

Marcia Herman is a volunteer for GPA/Electric
City and former editor-in-chief of CG
Magazine. The Hermans have three
Greyhounds, two cats, and love to go RV-ing
with them.

A

Steve Alexander (L) coordinated the Greyhound Rescue Ride, and Bob Luppino (R) d

esigned the routes.
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Gift Wrapping for Greyhounds

fundraiser that has proven successful for GPA/Maryland is volunteer holiday gift wrapping. Many indi-

vidual stores and shopping malls offer these volunteer opportunities. In our case, we gift wrap at a book

store and wrap books, compact discs, games, and other merchandise purchased there, upon presenta-
tion of a store receipt. A work table and all the necessary gift wrap supplies are provided by the store: holiday
wrapping paper, scissors, tape, and a donation box. GPA/Maryland supplies the volunteers to staff the gift wrap
table for the designated period of time. Gift wrapping is a free service provided to customers who purchase items
in that store. If customers make a voluntary donation, it is collected in the donation box and the proceeds go
to GPA/Maryland. In our case, the store requires that three volunteers be present at all times.

The biggest hurdle is scheduling enough volunteers to cover the entire block of time as well as having backups
available on short notice in case of inclement weather or illness. The store makes signs that are posted at the regis-
ters identifying us as the volunteer gift wrapping group of the day. Public announcements are made by the store staff
throughout the day that direct customers to the free gift wrap service and mention GPA/Maryland as the volunteer
gift wrappers.

Volunteers are encouraged to wear GPA/Maryland andfor holiday attire. The time spent wrapping can be used

to educate the customers about Greyhounds as pets and Greyhound adoption. We also have informational brochures
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Are we there yet? Maggie the Greyhound displays her excitement about going to the dog park.

equipment and the site. From there, we
began the process of choosing the site.

Over the course of several months
Tammy and her friend Linda loaded up our
four Greyhounds and walked different locales
each week. Richmond, a city of about
40,000, has several city parks and a long trail
along the Whitewater River leading to the
abandoned Gennett Recording Studio and
Starr Piano Factory, where jazz artists such as
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Blue, adopted by Jen Polaha of Bethlehem, Pa.

Hoagy Carmichael, Tommy Dorsey, and
Louis Armstrong once recorded their music.
We walked several different venues and
found a few that likely had potential. We
reported three sites that seemed like good
options for the mayor and superintendent of
the parks department to consider. For
Tammy and Linda, the priorities were an

open area with easy access for residents and

ample parking. But the mayor and parks

department had already listened to com-
plaints from some local citizens worried
about barking and waste removal, so their
choice was an area at the reservoir, close to
the water, and in a space that formerly
housed a motorized car track and sand vol-
leyball court. It was the group's third choice
and they could not conceal their disappoint-
ment.

However, in order to gain broad support,
we had to accept this location as a compro-
mise. The next year was followed by
fundraising. The Wayne County Foundation
agreed to set up an account where donations
could be made. Within a year, the group had
the support of the local parks department, a
promise from Hill’s Pet Nutrition for a sub-
stantial donation in return for naming rights,
and lots of donations from local dog owners
who warmed to the idea of having a place for
their dogs to run and play. Students from
Vaile Elementary School, Test Middle
School, and Richmond High School got
involved by decorating cans to be left at local
businesses for donations and sorting zip codes
for letters mailed to potential local donors.
The students also designed our letterhead
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- Side Button Greyh

- Sweater

nit a ribbed, buttoned sweater to fit your fast friend! Fashioned in one piece and started out knitting in
the round, the turtleneck increases to a chest gusset for a better fit. After the chest gusset is complete

and cast off, short row shaping completes the turn down the torso. The body of the garment is knit flat.

The sweater includes a buttoned belly panel for ease in donning and removing the sweater. It is knit in a broad
rib (the belly panel is a 1 by 1” rib) to accommodate a range of chest sizes.

Size Ranges
To fit chest measurement: Length (base of neck to tail):
M 26 - 28 inches M 28 inches
L 28-30inches L 30inches
XL 30 - 32 inches XL 32 inches
(You can adjust the length to fit your Greyhound. After you have completed the side decreases, there is a sec-
tion of straight knitting that you can adjust to your measurements.)
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e veceived the following letter in vesponse to “The Dangers of Retractable Leashes,” in owr Spring 2009 issue.
Because its length exceeds our limit for letters, and because it contains a valuable lesson, we are printing it here.
—Ed.

“The Dangers of Retractable Leashes” (Spring 2009 CG) points out what can happen to the dog if its human lets
go of the handle of the retractable leash. This is important information, but there is another horror that can result
from use of this device. It happened to me — or rather to my beloved Laurie (Manatee Laurie).

I had often used retractable leashes when walking Laurie with my other Greyhound and my German Shepherd
because — and this is the only good thing about retractable leashes — they are less likely to tangle when walking
multiple dogs. Laurie always walked nicely, as they all did, and for five years we had no problems.

One crisp November day, when we were nearly finished with the walk about only about 10 minutes from my car,
for reasons known only to her, Laurie took off at full speed. 1 braced myself and held on. Laurie hit the end of the
26 ft leash at full force. Though she tended to drift slightly ro the right, she didn’t fall or cry out, and we continued
our walk to the car. She scrambled into the car and | made the 5-minute drive home without a care in the world.

cgmagazine







We received the following letter in vesponse to our
Spring 2009 coverage of the closing of The Woodlands.
Because its length exceeds owr limit for letters, and
because it vepresents a uniqute perspective on the closing,

we are printing it here. —Ed.

read, with a great deal of interest, the article on

the closing of The Woodlands (“Closing Our

Hometown Track: The End of The
Woodlands,” Spring 2009 CG).

First, a little background: | was the senior track
veterinarian for the Kansas Racing & Gaming
Commission (KRGC) at The Woodlands (WDS)
from November 1989 through September 1996. |
then assumed the position of chief veterinary officer
for the KRGC through October 2008. During my
tenure with the KRGC and to this day I have been
an outspoken advocate for the adoption programs at
Kansas tracks and for Greyhound adoption in gener-
al. My first two Greyhounds came from WDS: my
precious Evie, and then Geoff. | currently have a
sweet Greyhound (Socks) we got from the closing of
Wichita Greyhound Park in 2007. Last April, I was
asked to foster a litter of eight young pups. My pay-
ment for housing this errant breeding for two
months was that 1 got my pick of the litter. Her
name is Possum. She has blossomed into the cutest
little hound, having never seen a track.

When WDS announced its decision to close,
was told we would have 60 days. Instead, they sur-
prised everybody with a 30-day notice. This shock-
ing announcement significantly affected the liveli-

hoods of hundreds of people, and the fate of hun-

Freeto, adopted by Guy and Jennifer Karth of Blaine, Minn.

dreds of Greyhounds. The timing could not have
been worse, since the adoption community was

already inundated with Greyhounds.

Throughout the last month of racing and the
ensuing two months, my staff and | — along with e O O : l l ] S
local Greyhound adoption group Greyhound

Support of Kansas City — worked feverishly to place
the remaining Greyhounds. We pleaded with train- e ¥ $

ers and owners to give us as many Greyhounds as O S lng e V IS lte
possible, no questions asked. We created an owner

transfer form giving ownership over to the KRGC By D. Bryce Peckham, DVM

(Kate Bressler's brilliant idea). At the same time,
WDS tried every way to minimize the numbers

going into adoption and whined and moaned when

they were presented with bills for these dogs.













Saturday, October 24

Las Vegas Greyhound Picnic in the Park
GPA/Southern Nevada

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Tule Springs Park

Las Vegas, Nev.

Picnic lunch, vendors, games, raffles, and
silent auction. Contact: Judy Currier, grey-

hounds@cox.net

Saturday, November 14

Greyhound Wellness Seminar

GPA/Artlanta — Southeastern Greyhound
Adoption (SEGA)

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Allatoona High School

Acworth, Ga.

Greyhound health expert Dr. C. Guillermo
Couto of The College of Veterinary Medicine
at The Ohio State University will present a
seminar on Greyhound wellness. Contact:
Patty Winters, (404) 377-7007 or pwin-

ters@mindspring.com

Jamie, adopted by Tisha Miller of West Palm Beach, Fla.

Saturday and Sunday, November 21 &
22

13th Annual Craft Show and Pet Expo
Greyhound Friends of N.J.

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Saturday; 10:00 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. Sunday

Somerset National Guard Armory

1060 Hamilton Street

Somerset (Franklin Township), N.J.

Raffle, vendors, digital Santa photos, holiday
bake table, GFNL adoption table, and much
more. Leashed pets welcome. Contact: Patty
Comerford, (732) 566-2266  or
pacl75@aol.com

YOU’RE INVITED

Sunday, January 31

Greyhound Community Picnic

God's Greyts Greyhound Group

2:00 to 5:00 p.m.

7259 Hiawassee Oak Dr.

Orlando, Fla.

All Central Florida Greyhounds and their
humans are invited. Property is completely
fenced and the Greyhounds can run
around to their hearts' content, while the
humans enjoy a potluck picnic, games,
silent auction, raffle, and shopping for
Greyhound supplies. Greyhounds only,

please. Bring a small covered dish or

dessert to share. Contact: Carol Becker,

(407) 578-7496 or godsgreyts@mac.com
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