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editorial comments 
By Cindy Hanson 

As we were putting together this issue of CG, we leamed of the passing of a long

ti me fri end of Greyhounds. Emily Gri ffi n founded the Florida-Southeast Coast 

chapter of Greyhound Pets of America in the earl y 1980s with her husband, Wall y. 

She died on December 23, 

Emily Griffi n's invo lvement with Greyhound adopt io n started twenty years 

ago, when so meone tied a Greyhound to the Gri ffi ns' ma il box. His name was 

Underdog. The Griffi ns took him in, and many other Greyhounds followed. 

Emil y cared for the Greyhounds who were waiting for homes. Every cl ay, she 

rose early to tu rn out the dogs, feed them, clean the ir crates, and walk them. When 

she was fini shed, she did it all agaifl later in the day. in between , she received new 

dogs, scheduled visits with the ve terinarian, talked to vo lunteers, prospec tive 

adopters, and new pet owners, and did anything else that needed do ing. Many 

Greyhounds fro m the track in Palm Beach are living a li fe o f retirement because 

of Emily, Wally, and the vo lunteers of GPA/Florida-Southeast Coast. 

Greyhound adoption is not easy. It is easier now because or the work of people 

like Emi ly Griffi n. All of us who love Greyhounds and vo lu nteer for adopt ion 

gro ups owe a huge debt of grati tude to those brave souls who saw the pote ntial of 

Greyhounds as pets when few others did . 

It is diffi cult to imagine the challenges faced by Greyhound adoption volun

teers in the ea rl y years. Greyhound adoption advocates in Ireland do n't l/ave to 

imagine. Although Ireland is a major breeder of racing Greyhounds, the dogs are 

genera ll y not viewed as companion an imals there . In this issue, Mari on Fitzgib

bon discusses the welfare of Greyhounds in Ireland. Louise Coleman, who co-founded 

the Americcln-European Greyhound Alliance with Ma rion, desc ri bes international 

eff0l1s to Slipp0l1 the adoption of Iri sh Greyhounds. And Amanda Saunders Perki ns 

tell s the amaz ing and inspiring story of how she founded Kerry Greyhound Home

fi nders last April. Hers is the fi rst Greyhound adoption effort in Ireland . 

As we contemplate the monumental efforts o n behalf of Greyhounds at home 

and abroad, those of us who vo lunteer for Greyhound adop tion locally need to 

remember to take care o f ourselves. Cynthia Branigan, one of the true pioneers of 

Greyhound adoption in the Un ited States , o ffcrs words of wisdo m for adoption 

volunteers who fi nd thcmselves overwhelmed. Lee Lmrery, Cheryl King , and 

ShelTY Cotner also weigh in with their suggestio ns for avo id ing burnollt. 

Also ill th is issue: Michael McCann tell s us how to recover a lost Greyhound, 

and we hear from people whose Greyhounds led them to find love. 

Finally, I'd like to note two new additions to the staff of CG. Laura Tidwe ll of 

Bourne, Texas has joined us as a Copy Editor. Rodger Barr, a Minnesota-based 

veterinarian and yet another of Greyhound adoption 's pioneers, has graciously 

ag reed to serve as eG's veterinary <ldvisor. As a staff of volunteers, we are grate

fu l for their contributions, and CG is enriched by their insight. Welcome. 
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Fairfax, adopted by Doug and Lisa Blackmer of Lithia, Fla. 

Fan Mail for Cara Brockhoff 
I received my FaJl issue yesterday and 

immediate ly turned to eara Brockhoff 's 

article ("The Evohnion of N0I1hcoast Grey

hound SUpp0I1," Fall 2002 Ce). Cara gave 

thanks - and it is we ll deserved - to all of 
the volunteers in her small community. Let 

me tell you that Cara's slIIall community effol1 

has made a huge difference in many Grey
hounds' Jives. Cara Brockhoff is an illspira
tionla many of us searching for ways to pay 
for what we need 110\11, When YOli lhink you're 

on your last nickel, Cam comes to the rescue. 
Northcoast Greyhound Support can't solve 
every money issue for every group, but they 
have done a bang-up job! See where their 

money goes at wWw.llo1thco.:.1stGreyhounds.net. 
And for anyone who wants to help as many 
Greyhounds as they can, but can' t foster or 
house any Greyhounds and doesn' t know 

cg readers speak out 

what to do: Read Cara's article and start a sup
pOri group! There is a tremendous need for 
more like Cam and NCGS. 

Alane Shultz 

President, GPAlSpringfield, MD. 

Vice Pres ident, GPA National 

More Thoughts on Summer Articles 
I would like to respond to two recent alli

c1es. The fi rst is regarding the issue of weight 
change in Greyhounds ("Athlete or Couch 
Potato? Greyhounds and Obesity," Summer 
2002 Ce). My husband and I have seen the 

connection between weight loss and illness. 
Our veterinarian is not convenient to stop 
in and weigh the dogs on a regular basis and 
his scale is not in the waiti ng roOIll. What 
we have opted to do is make our own scale. 
Most Staples and OfficeMax stores carry 
UPS scales that will holdup to between 500 
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and 700 pounds. The one that we chose has 
a cord with a readout at the end. We took an 
old leaf from a table (you could usc any
th ing nat), put a bracket on the boltolll that 
just fits over the scale, and adjusted the scale 
to zero with the top on. For about $ J 00 we 
have a scale that wi ll weigh the dog easily. 
It is big enough for the dog to stand on com
fortab ly and it didn ' t cost anywhere near 
what a veterinary scale costs. If your dog is 
concerned abOUI standing on it , a rubber tub 
mal works wonders. The best pari is you can 
weigh your dog any time that you want. 

The second art icle that I would like to 
address is ' 'Treating and Preventing Kennel
Related Injuries" (S ummer 2002 Ce) . 
Through Grey-Save of Northwestern Penn
sylvania, we offer theAmerican Red Cross 
Pet Firsl Aid Course about six times per year. 
It is not a money raiser, but it surely promotes 
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ANN PEHRSON 

goodwill. An added bonus is that we know 

that we have potentially saved the lives of 

some pets that would not have made it oth

erwise. If anyone is interested in taking the 

course or teaching it they Illay contac t their 

local Red Cross offi ce o r contact me at 

greysave@aol.col11 . I would be glad to he lp 

them get started. 

Peggy Jordano 

Via E-mail 

Fighting Greyhound Cancer 
In 1996, we were adopted by the first of 

our four re tired racing Greyhounds, Naniloa 

(rac ing name Burmar's Only One). We were 

ecs tat ic to see our Nan i on the cover of the 

Summer 200 I issue of CG. I was so proud 
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I wore out a copy o f the magazine showing 

it to anyone who would look at the cover 

shot! Luckil y, my husband framed another 

copy last Christmas. so I can enjoy it forever. 

I was so appreciat ive (read: jumping up 

and down sc reaming) that I wanted to thank 

fanne r CG editor Marcia Herman for such 

a fabulous tribute to the handsome Naniloa. 

I ran several auctions on eBay and dedicated 

a portion of the proceeds to The Greyhound 

Project account for the Mon'is Animal Foull

dat ion Greyhound Cancer Fund. Enclosed is 

a check for $350.00 to help find cures for 

the insidious cancers that affec t so many of 

the amazing retired racing Greyhounds who 

share our li ves. 

Kathie Matsuyama 

Los Alamitos, Calif. 
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To learn more about The Greyhound PIV

jeet's support!or the Morris AI/ill/al FOlll/

datiol/ Greyhollnd Cancel' Fund (md holV 

YOll call help, visit The Greyhound Pmject 's 

website at 1IIH1I1'.adopt-a-GreyllOlilld.orgl 

lIIisc!tgp -call eel:htllll - Ed. 

Missing Photos of Greyhounds Reach 
the Beach 2002 

First, I wOlild like to thank th e Grey

hound Projec t for organ izing another greyt 

weeke nd ... despite the rain! Second , I am 

asking Dewey Beach attendees for a favor. 

Members of our group, GPA/CN HC. were 

lucky enough to get brunch ti ckets and got 

there earl y enough to be seated upstai rs. Just 

before the program started, Belty White 

came Oll t to meet people. Marina had the 

nerve to ask Betty if we could have our pic

ture taken wi th her, and she grac iously 

accepted. Unfortunately, technology reared 

its ugly head ... the dig ital camera had shut 

ofT. We have no proof o f this event ! How

ever, there were a number of other people 

taking a liI' picture. If anyone was at the 

brunch and took some photos of Belly pos

ing with two women, we would be grateful 

if YO ll wou ld share thi s photo with us. My 

email address is manypc ts@surfg lobal.net 

Diane Canfield 

Via E-mail 

Diane, !\le kllO\lllhis isn 'llheol/e you're 

looking /OJ; bill here's a nice shol 0/ Betty 

White at the Dewey Beach brlll/eh. That 's 

Joan Belle Isle, Presidellt of The Greyhound 

Pmject, lurkillg ill the background. - Ed. 

Thank YO If/or YOllr letters (up to 300 
words) (fl/d photographs. Letters //lay be 

edited/or brevity or dari'.,: Please send let

ters alld photos by lIIail to the editorial office. 

Letters sellt via e-II/ail to editor@adopt-a

Greyhol/lul.org are also appreciated. 

We reg reI that we emlllOt publish ereI'), 

letter or photo . • 



Help! My Greyhound is Sick 
Morris Animal Foundation Report 

Donations to The Greyhound Cancer Fund are a way to do someth ing about the disease that takes so many of our 
dear fri ends. Tesla, adopted by Kathy Johnson of Lincoln Park, Mich., passed away in May 2002 after a long battle 
with squamous cell carcinoma. He was 11 years old. 

I' m sure my vete rina ri an thinks I'm a 

hypochondriac when it comes 10 my Grey

hounds. It doesn', malter whether it 's a smull 

boo-boo, minor ailment , or a li fe-Ihrcarcning 
disease. When Illy Greyhounds get sick. I want 
answers. I wallll realmCllts that work. 
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news 

Over the past 50 years, huge advances 
have been made in the diagnosis, prevention 
and treatment of diseases that used to ki ll 
many dogs. Distemper, parvo, heartworm 
and a host of other illnesses are now routinely 
preventable or treatable. But some diseases 
and medical conditions are st ill a mys tery, 
hard to diagnose and diffic ult to treat. Some
times the answers have 110t emerged from 
the veterinary research. Sometimes the ques
tions have not yet been asked. 

That's where the MorrisAnimal Founda
tion makes a difference. The Foundation was 
established in 1948 by Dr. Mark L. Morris, 

DVM and has become the world's larges t 
funding source for companion animal health 
studies suppOJ1ing studies at veterinary insti 
tutions around the world. The Foundation's 
volunteer Scientific Advisory Board evaluates 
each study proposal based on relevance, sci
cnti fi c soundness, and humane treatmcnt. 
The resul ts of studies are disseminated to the 
veterinary community and make their way 
in to the treatments available to peL owners. 

In 1998, The Greyhound Projec t, Inc. 

launched a restric ted matching fund with 
the Morris Animal Foundation for studies 
into canine cancers. The Greyhound Cancer 
Fund became a way 10 honor the memory 
of friends we have all lost to cancer and a 
way for Greyhounds to take their lightful place 
as contJibuting members of the greater com
muni ty of va lued pelS. The support from 
Greyhound owners everywhere has been 
extraordinary. Since the Fund's inception, 
Greyhound people have cont ributed more 
than $90,000 to help fi nd answers for all the 
dogs suffe ring and dying from cancer. 

Advances in veterinary medicine occur 
one small step at a time. On ly painstaking, 
dogged research eventually teases the 
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Cindy succumbed to osteosarcoma and lymphoma atB years of age. The Greyhound community sponsors research 
on these forms of cancer. MARCIA MRAZE K 

solut ions to the mysteries out into the open. 
This year thc MorrisAnimal Foundation is 
supporting more than 50 separate studi cs 
for dogs in 14 categories. Cancer, anem ia. 
heart disease, epi lepsy, tick-borne diseasc, 
m1hritis. and irritable bowel disease are just 
some of the areas the studies are investiga t
ing. More than $1.6million has been COIll 

mitted to the current studies. Some of the 
investigations include: 

"Suicide" Liposomes for Treatment of 
Canine Immune-Mediated Anemia in Dogs 
Predni sone and Cyclosporin vs. Pred
ni sone Al one for Trcatment of Canine 
Hemolytic Anemia 
Phase I Study of Oral Docctaxel and 
Cyclosporin in Canine Cancer 
Flow-Cytometric Based Detection of 
Drug Resistance Proteins 
Characteri zat ion of v OIl Wi llebrand 
Factor in Dogs with Hemangiosarcoma: 
A Pi lot Study 

Autologous Tumor Cell Vaccination for 
the Treatment of Canine Ly mphoma 
Earl y Clinical Development of a GP- I 00 
Allogeneic TUlllor Cell Vacc ine for Canine 
Melanoma 
Comparative Proteomi cs in Canine 
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Cancer - A Pilot Study 
Metalloproteinase Activity in Myocardial 
Remodeling in Congestive HeaI1 Fai lure 
or Dogs 
Effect of Carvedilol in Dogs with Chronic 
Degenerative Valve Disease 
BaI10nella Endocarditis in Dogs: A New 
Potentially Tick-Borne Zoonosis 
Effect of Beta-Adrenergic Blockade in 
Dogs with Dilated Cardiomyopathy 
Controlling the Spread of Novel Multi 
Dltlg Resistance in Dogs Using Probiotics 
Correlation of Different Serum Markers 
for Exocrine Pancreatic Function with 
Pancreatic Histopathology in the Dog 
Evaluation of a Novel Steroid, Blides
on ide, in the Treatment of Canine Lym
phocyt ic Plasmacytic Enteritis 
Association of Helicobacter Species in 
Liver Biopsies fr0111 Dogs with Inflam
matory Hepatopathies 
Detec tion of Activated Canine Platclets 
in Whole Blood Using Flow Cytometry 
Molec ular Detection of Single or Co
Infections with Fi ve Known Canine 
Ehrlichiosis Agents 
A Genetically Engineered. Attenuated 
Vacci ne Against Blastomycosis 
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Canine Leishmaniasis: Pathogenesis and 
Immunologic Responses 
Oral Glucosamine Therapy of Can ine 
Osteoarthrit is 
Treatment of Canine Arthriti s with 
Stem Cells 
Intravenous Administration of Bromide 
for the Treatment of Seizures ill Dogs 
Stereotactic RadiosurgelY for the Control 
of Refractory Epilepsy in Dogs 
Treatment of Canine Epilepsy wi th 
ZOlli samide 
Low-Dose Continuous Rate Infusion of 
Kelamine for Post-Operat ive Analgesia 
in Dogs 
Behavioral Responses of Dogs to Ovar
iohysterectomy: Validation of Two Pain 
Rating Instruments 
A Mult icenter, Large-Scale Evaluation 
of Pain Behaviors Following Neutering 
in Dogs 
An Alternative to Current Models Used 
for Drug Measurement at Target Si tes 
Conventional and Rush Immunotherapy 
in Canine Atopic Dermatit is 
Defining the Molecular Basis of Canine 
Corn ifi cation Abnormalities 
iJwe5tigation on the Use of 0.3% Tacrolimus 
Lotion for Canine Atopic Dermatitis 
Sex Hormone Concentrations in Dogs 
with Adrenal Hyperplasia Syndrome 
Treated with Melatonin 
The Innuence of Donor Bone Marrow 
on Renal Transplantation in Dogs 
Clinical Applications of Cani ne Renal 
Transplantation 
Clinical Bencfit of Calci triol in Canine 
Chronic Renal Failure: A Clinical Trial 
In addi tion, the Greyhound cOlllmunity 

is a primary sponsor of three importalll 
inves tigat ions into diagnosis and treatment 
of cancers. 

Inhibition of Tumor Angiogenesis by 
SystemiC Vascular Gene Delivery 

TUlllors stimu late the growth of new 
blood vessels in order to grow. Endostatin , <In 



inhibitor or ncw blood vcssc l growth , can 
inducc impressive tumor suppression in mice. 
To use cndostatin in dogs, a ncw rOJm orintra
venous gcne therapy wi ll be used to deliver 
tJle canine endostatin gene directly to the tumor 
blood vessels. The inhibition of tumor blood 
vessels and the effect on nmlOr growth wil l be 
assessed in dogs with soft tissue sarcoma. 

Molecular Diagnosis of Can ine 
Hematologic Neoplasia 

The inves tigators have developed a tes t 
ror canine lymphoma, one of the most CO Ill

mon and treatable can ine cancers, that is 
more objective and sensitive than current 
methods or diagnosis. Because the test uses 
only small amounts of ti ssue, it can reduce 
the need for costly and invasive diagnos tic 
procedures in many cases. The goal is to use 
thi s test to improve di agnostic capability 
and help oncologists better predict an animal 's 
response to treatment of lymphoma. 

Carboplatin Radiosentization for 153 
Sm-EDTMP Limb-Salvage Therapy 
of Canine Osteosarcoma 

Osteosarcoma arrects more than 8,000 
dogs of all breeds in the United States each 
year. Although limb amputation is the 
Ill OS t CO lllmon treatment , many dogs are 
poor cand ida tes for surgical in tervent ion. 
The bone-targeting drug, 153 Sm-EDTMP, 
may be used for palliat ive care in such 
patients. The investigators believe that 
carbopl atin, a chemotherapeut ic agent 
given concurrently with 153 Sm-EDTMP, 
will improve responses to th is limb-sparing 
procedure, enhancing both quality and quan
tity of life for dogs wi th osteosarcoma. 

To fi nd more infonnatioll about the Mor
ris An imal Foundation, go to their website 
at www.MorrisA nimaIFoundation. org. 
Donations to the Greyhound Cancer Fund 
can be sent to The Morris An imal Founda
tion,45 Inverness Drive East, Englewood, 
Colorado 80 11 2-5480 . • 

- Joan Belle Isle 

Greyhound Project News 
Thanks for the Memories: 2002 
Dewey Beach Yearbook Available 

Despite less than perfect weather, Grey
hounds Reach the Beach 2002 was a mag
ical Greyhound weekend. With the help of 
lots of photos from the people who made 
it to Dewey Beach the weekend of October 
11 -14, we have put together a limited edi tion 
yearbook of photos capturing the memories 
of the weekend. More than 150 color pic
tures of the dogs, people, and events of the 
weekend are included in the 64·page bOllnd 
softcover album. Get a copy for yourself 
and share the magic of the weekend with 
your fr iends. Quantities are limi ted, so get 
your copy while they are still available. 
The Greyhound Reach the Beach - Dewey 
2002 Yearbook can be ordered from The 
Greyhound Proj ect, Inc., P.O. Box 358, 
Marblehead MA 01945 . They are $20 each 
plus $2 shipping. 

Greyhound Writers Honored 
Greyhound writers were among the hon

orees in the Dog Writer's Association of 
AmcI;ca (DWAA) 2002 Writing Competition. 

At the awards banquet in New York City 
on Februmy 9, 2003, the Association named 
Celebrating Gl'eyllo/ll/{/s Magazille as the 
Best Single Breed Magazine. The magazine 
also WOIl the award in 2001 and 2000, and 
was a fi nalist for the award in 1999. 

We Adopted a Greyhound, written and 
illustrated by W. L. Cowie, was named Best 
Children's Book. We Adopted (/ Greyholilld 

was also a finalist in the Illustrations categOly. 
Greyhollnd uJI'e, written by Teresa levan

doski and illustrated by Tammy Updegrove 
Braullsberg was a finalist in the Children's 
Book category. 

spring 2003 

Midwest Greyhound Adoption Honored 
Midwest Greyhound Adoption received 

the 2002 Humane Assoc iation Award from 
the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association. 
Congratulat ions, MGA! 

Emily Griffin's Passing Noted 
With her husband Wally, Emi ly Griffin 

started GPNFlorida-Southeast Coast in the 
earl y 1 980s. She passed away in December. 
Emi ly was responsible for findin g car ing 
homes for hundreds of retired racing Grey· 
hounds. For years, she spent every day taking 
care of the Greyhounds at their adop tion 
facili ty. Hercaring and understanding way 
with the Greyhounds wi ll be missed by all 
who knew her. Those who wish to send con
dolences to Wally can mail them to 7047 
Belvedere Road, West Palm Beach, FL 
334 11. Con tributions in Emily's memory 
can be sent 10 Hospice and HomeCare by 
the Sea, 1531 W. Palmetto Park Road, Boca 
Raton, FL 33486. 

Greyhound Il.uilt Raises Nearly $5,000 
Sa les of raffl e tickets for the ChesCo 

Greyhounds qui lt and wall hanging (,'The 
ChcsCo Greyhounds Quilt Fundraiser," Fall 
2002 ee) net ted nearl y $5,000, and the 
winners were annollnced at the Greyhound 
Fricnds of Ncw Jerscy Sixth Annual Craft 
Fair and Pet Expo in Decembcr: Leslie 
Wheeler of Thorndale, Pa. won the quilt , 
and the Hall), Palmers of Teaneck, N.J. took 
home the wall hanging. 

ChesCo Greyhound s volunteers have 
already begun work on qu ilts fo r th is 
year. Anyone interested in participating 
should send an e- mai l message 10 Gaye 
Woodward at Greyhollnds87@prod igy.net 
to get started . • 
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book talk 
By Cindy Hanson 

Spring Fiction 
Greyhound Dancing 

By Cyn Mobley 

Greyhound Books 
Knoxville, Tenn. (2002) 

ISB N 09724 13626 

$ 12.95 

Barking Down the Wind 

By Jonathan Russell 

Athena Press 
Miam i, Fla. (2002) 

ISBN 1930493096 

$18.95 

T he inner li ves of OUf canine compan ~ 

ions are a mystery. Greyhounds, with their 
ancient hislOI), and soulful eyes, invite spec

ulation: What are those Greyhounds think 

ing? Two recent fict ion works promise to 

explore this subject. 

Greyhoul/d Dallcillg is the firs t book in 

The Greyhound Chronicles, a new series by 
eyn Mobley. It tells the story of 5 year-old 

Tweeter, a retiring racer. As the story opens, 
Tweeter has a cas I on her leg, the track is 

about to close, and her future is uncertain. 

Jack Dowd, her attentive trainer, persuades 
adopt ion representa ti ve Nancy Cathe rine 

Brubaeker to take Tweeter home. Tweeter 

settles into her new life at Nancy Catherine's 
Hardin Creek Farm, and the reader is intro
duced to the cast of charac ters, includ ing 
Greyhounds Boca, Kennicait , and Hardy, 
and the cri tters that live in the fores t just 
beyond the farm 's fenced borders. 

Though it sets up a number of issues 
likely to be explored in future insta llments 
in the Chronicles seri es - inc luding the 
impending track clos ing. Nancy Catherine's 
relat ionship with Jack, and Tweeter's feel
ing that she knows Nancy Catherine frolll 
so mewhere e lse - Greyholllld Dan cin g 
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rrhe Greyhound Chronidles 
Book l: Greyhound Dancing 

By eyn Mobley 

focuses closely on Tweeter's adjustment to 
hcr new home. Tweeter finds her place in 
the pack order, and she and her housemates 
respond to a fox- led assault on the Hardin 
Creek Farm chicken coop. 

The stOlY is told entirely from the animals' 
point of view, and plausibly so. Tweeter's 
intelligence is established with great descrip
tive detail of the sights and scents that she 
encounters, and the significance that she 
attaches to them (for exampl e, she notes 
that the scent of geraniullls and crackers is 
common to the descendants of the great 
racer Dutch Bahama). As she meets each of 
her new hOllsemates, she sizes them up as 
she determines her place in the pack order. 
When she meets Boca, the alpha male at 
Hardin Creek Farm, she makes the follow
ing assessment : 

A lIiceJelfoll\ olle wilh his own ideas abO/ll 

hOIV/"illgs should be 1'1//1. A bit lazy. maybe 

- /101 enouglt ribs showi1lg. Geralliums aud 

crackers, lhollgh - Ihat COIIIIISJO/' sOlli e· 
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thing. Aud u'e 'I'e gal Ollter reialil'es ;1/ com-

111011 as well. 

Alld aile dijlerellce, 100. Boca '.'I slfbscel11 

Ilwl represenled dominallce " ad a weak 

Ihread /'IlIIlIillg llwough il like alaulllil/vugh 

bedrock. True. he had a sIrollger domil/allce 

streak than (III)' of the other dog seen IS in 

Ih e area, bUI illl'Cls 1I0! a peliecl, flawless 

ribboll Ihe way il should be. 

The 1m)' Ilwt nl'eeter's lI'as. There were 

sOllie Ihil1gs Ihat lVol/ld have 10 be worked 

alii, Ihat milch was clem: 

Tweeter's arriva l is noticed by the fox, 
raccoons, pOSS UIll S, and other animals living 
near Hard in Creek. 1l1eir discussion of events 
at the farm and the description of thc "council 
meeting" at which they plan their course of 
act ion have a Watership DOWII feel. 

In some ways, Greyhoul/d Dancillg is a 
tease, in the way of the best selials.1l1c animal 
uprising is resolved, but Tweeter is hurt and 
Nancy Catherine places a phone ca ll that 
will surely require revisitin g SOllle of the 



larger issues established at the beginning of 

the story. Fortunately. readers wi ll not have 
to wait long; the second book in the series, 

Greyhound Sillgillg, will be available Sh0111y. 

Barkillg Dowli the Wind , by Jonathan 

Russe ll , also hints at the unknown depths 

of a beloved pet - this time, a retired rac ing 

Greyhound named David. The book jacket 

reads, in part : Witll eyes that glow like 

embers alld seem 10 penetrate tile depths of 

aile 's soul, Da vid 's lIear-humall nature 

leaves irs mark 011 aU - fiom his lovil/g mis

tress to hostile housekeepel: Do j ellllifer 

and Reverend Goiig'"ly have {I ll {II/sIVer to 

the startling alld tllOllght-pmvokillg elligma 

that is David? 

Having fini shed the book, I am not sure 

what the enigma is, mllch less the answer. 

The first several chapters of Barking DOlVn 

tlte Willd focu s on the relationship between 
wealthy widow Jennifer Trewlove and her 

equally wealthy friend , Gi se lle Carboni . 

They engage in bitchy, brittle banter 1:1miliar 

to readers of a genre of fiction popular in 

the late 1970s and I 980s, often described 

as shopping alld schlllPping: 

"Did your Reverend dog-walker tell ),011 

that rubbish ?" (lsked Giselle, lVith her 10llg 

greell qIlills of jillgema;/s scratchillg her 

emgellolls legs ;n black sheer silk s fOckillgs. 

"No, he die/II 'I, actually." There ellslled 

a/l awkward pause while Giselle gathered 

Iter thoughts. Meal/while. twill IVpes of IllS 

I/V IIS TtJTan), pearls clicked over her skintight 

black silk dress ill elegant cOlltrasl to Ihe 

olhel; ClIsltal/), dressed ill a japanese dragon 

qui/ted kimollo. 

Persevering readers wi ll find that after 
the first several chapters, the story shifts to 

focus on the relationship between Jennifer 

and her beloved Reverend Bernard Hounds

ditch. Jennifer adopts David, and a few com

ical scenes ensue as Jennifer and the Rev
erend deal with the challenges facing new 

adopters, such as stairs and barking. 

Over halfway through the novel. the 

central contlict of Barking 0 011111 the Wind 

Kahlua. Gail Ward, New Bern, N,C. 

comes to the forefro nt: Jennifer, who 

believes that dogs have souls , wants David 

to go to heaven. To that end, she wishes to 
have him bapti zed. She also wants him to 

have a Chr ist ian burial , whe n the time 

comes. Reverend I-Iollndsditch is opposed 

to her plan. Will she succeed? 
Though its cover features the drawing of 

a Greyhound and the jacket blurb promises 

a story about a woman and her adopted pet, 

David see ms an aftert hought th roughout 
much of the book. Furthermore, hi s new 

adoptive owners do not seem particularly 

sensitive or pet-savvy. David 's maiden voy

age lip the stairs requires the assistance of 
Je nnifer, her mai d, Gi se lle, and the Rev

erend; a few pages earlier, Giselle and Jen

ni fer are described as wearing skintight silk 

evening dresses, which perhaps explains the 

army required to hoist David up the steps. 
When David bark s or whines, Jennifer 

orders her maid to give him a bowl of ice 

cream. At the beg inning of Chapter 6, Jen

nifer is di straught because Dav id has 

escaped through all open door into the win
ter night. Instead of going out to look for 

him, Jennifer remains at home, with Gise lle 
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and the Reverend to console her. Three
quarters of the way through the book, Jen

nifer mentions as evidence of her faith an 

occasion on which David lay dying after 

having ingested a deadly poison, then made 

a miraculous recovery that she attributes to 
prayer. This horrifying incident is not men

tioned elsewhere in the book; as a passing 

reference, it is jarring. Finally, David dis

appears again towards the end of the story. 
He is found, and the central contl ic t of Bark

illg DOII'II the Wind is reso lved, but the 

story' s conclusion may leave Greyhound 

lovers disappoin ted. Pe rsonally, I found 
myse lf wishi ng that David would escape 

through another open door and find himself 

at Hardin Creek Farm , fro licking with 

Tweeter and her friends. 

Both nove ls benefi t Grey hound adop
tion: 25 percent of the royalties of Barkil1g 

DOWII the Wind are donated to Greyhound 

rescue, and the animal characters in Grey

houlld Dallcillg were named in an auct ion 

10 benefi t the Arizona G reyhound Rescue 
Puppy Fund and Wings for Greyhounds .• 

Cindy J-/{//Ison is EdilOl'·in·ChieJ oJeG Magazine. 
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corriga ns' crafts 
By Jack and Amy Corrigan 

No-Knit Hound Sweater 

Probably our Illost-requested new pat- Time 
tern is fo r a Greyhound sweater to knit or 
crochet. Not knowing how to do either, we 

have finall y solved the problem wi th these 
instructions for making a Greyhound 
sweater out of a woman's luttleneck sweater. 
Consider ce lebrating your Greyhound's Irish 
heritage by Ll sing a cable knit sweater from 
Ireland to make the sweater. 

Materials Needed 
Bu lky knit sweater - women's mediul11 
or large seem 10 work best 
3 yards o f double- fold seam bi nding in 

coordinating color 

At least 6 inches of sew-on hook and loop 
fabric lape, such ilS VelcroOX' 
Large paper grocery bag or other large 
piece of paper 
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Each sweater takes 30-45 minutes to 
complete, including the time needed to make 

the pattern. 

Step 1: Choose the Sweater 
Find a bulky knit woman's sweater with 

a tUl1leneck, in size medium or large. We find 
them fo r $3.50 at thrift stores in our area, 
but you may already have one at home. Look 
for sweaters made of big, thick ya rn with 
large, chun"-), tUl1lenecks. Don' t wony about 
stains or runs on the sleeves. You won ' t be 
using them. The example shown here is a 
lovely 100 percent Irish wool cable knit . We 
have also had ve ry nice results wi th those 
1:111CY patterned holiday sweaters. 
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Step 2: Make the Pattern 
This is the pat1 where a few extra hands 

will be velY helpful! Put the sweater over your 
hound 's neck, with the t<lg m the b<lse of his 
throat. This may seem backwards, but it will 
display the fancier pat1 of the sweater - the 
front - on the hound 's back. Let the arms 
dangle. Fold the paper in half the long way to 
keep your patlem petfect ly sYlllmetrical. Place 
the paper with the fold running along your 
hound 's spine. With a marker or crayon, draw 
the shape for the top half of the sweater. Be 
carefu l to watch where the arms COllnect to 
the body of the sweater, and make your pal
tern miss that area so the entire pattern fa ll s 
within the lxxJy of tile sweater. We like to taper 
the paHem around the waist for a more form
filling sweater. The pattern should extend all 
the way to the waistline of the sweater, which 
is often finished with nice ribbing. Cut the 
pmtem out along the line you have drawn. It 
should look something like Figure I. 

Step J: Pin Pattern on Sweater and 
Sew Binding 

Turn the sweater inside out. Unfold Ihe 
pattem and pin illo the front of the sweater. 
Cut the seam binding in half so you have 
two J 112 yard pieces. Starling at the rear 
end (bottom ribbing on fron t of sweate r) , 
sew one side of the seam binding <llong the 
line of the pattern, just 1/4 inch from the 
edge of the paltem. Remember that you will 
be folding the seam binding arouJld the edge 
to fini sh the edge and place it properly. You 
still have the arms of the sweater connected, 
so it will take some finagling to sew along 
both outer edges as shoWJl in Figure 2. 

Continue the seam binding in a line clown 
the back of the sweater. What was the back 
of the sweater will now be stretched across 
your hound's ches t, so it does not need to 
follow the pattern. A straight line works fine. 



Step 4: Cut the Sweater and Fit To 
Greyhound 

You must sew one side of the seam bi nd
ing into place before YOli can cut the sweater. 

Your stit ches wi ll hold the threads of the 

ya rn and keep the sweater from unraveling. 
Cut the sweater 112 inch from your stitch 

l ines and cut orf both arlllS of the sweate r. 

Now is the time when YO LI are most able to 
make minor adjustments, so lake the asscmbl y 

to your hound and try it on. I f you need to 

adjust the placement of the seam binding, 

carefully remove the sti tches and fe-sew into 
the new posit ion. 

Step 5: Sew Other Side of Seam 
Binding 

Fold the sea m binding around the cu t 

edge or the sweater and stitch a second lime 
to hold it in pl ace. Thi s wi ll give your 

sweater a fini shed edge and furthe r prevent 

the threads of the yarn frolllunrave ling. 

Step 6: Test on Greyhound and Add 
Hook and Loop Fabric Tape 

Time to take it to the hound again. Put the 
sweater on your dog and hold in place. Find 
the bestlocatioll for each 3 inch strip of hook 
and loop lape. You will sew one set (hooks 
and loops) to each side of the sweater. Sew 
the scratchy hook side of the fab ric tape to 
the bottom flap (the flap that's straight ) and 
the fuzzy loop side to the top of the sweater 
(the flap that follows your pattern). That 

way the stiffer hook part won ' t be scratchy 
against your hound. The general placement 
of the hook and loop fabric tape is shown in 
Figure 3. 

That 's it. You' re done. Now take that 
fashiolHlble hound of yours for a walk. 

Whi le you are at it, why not make a few 
sweaters to donare to your local Greyhound 
adoption grollp?YOll will fee l great about it 
and they will make good use of them . • 

Fold 

rear 

Figure 1. 

Figure 2. 

-
Figure 3. 
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medical management 
Story and Photos By Candee Scott 

Medicating Reba 
Being awakened in the middle or lhe night 

because the bed is crashing imo the wall is 
scary. Even scarier is the Greyhound in the 
crate at the foot or the bed having a grand mal 
seizure. Reba, Ollr then-foster Greyhound of 
eight cl ays, was sleeping in her crate when 

the se izure beg'lI1. Reba had no known his
tory of seizures. My husband and I had never 
experienced a seizure with a person or a pet. 
It was a frightening incident. The seizure 

occurred in the early morning of January 9, 
2002. Weconsul tcd the veteri narian the fo l

lowing clay. Reba had experienced diarrhea 
for several days prior 10 the seizure. She was 
mi ldl y dehydnllcd, and the veter inarian 
believed thi s might have led to the seizure. 

Seizures are a result of muscle responses 
to an nbnormalnerve-signal burst frolllthe 

Seizure-free Reba soaks up the sun. 
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bra in . They are a symptom of an unde rly
ing neurolog ical dysfunction. Toxic sub
stances, metabo lic or electrolyte abnormal
ities an(Uor imbnlances cause an uncoordin
nlcd firi ng of neurons in (he cerebrum of the 
bra in , creat ing seizures from mild petit mal 
to severe grand mal episodes. The pelil 1llal 

seizure can be as subtle as staring in to space 
or appearing 10 be biting at fleas. Thegral/d 
ilia! seizure can cause the dog to fa ll down. 
lose consc iousness, paddle hi s limbs, lose 
cont rol of bodily functions. or scream. 

Reba's grand mal seizu re occurred one 
month after she turned 2 years old. Seizure 
onset often occurs between the ages of2 and 
5. Reba came to Greyhound Pets ofA mer
ica/Oklahoma in November 200 I. She had 
never raced. She had a complete physical , 
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a spay, and a denta l c leanin g that month. 
Nothing remarkable was noted as a result 
of her vis it with the ve terinarian. 

We adopted Reba on January 21,2002. 
Reba had a second grand ma l seizu re the 
next night. She was sleeping in her bed all 

the fl oor of Ollr bedroom. We awoke to the 
sound of Reba th rashing and hitting the fur
ni tu re. We fo llowed standard seizure pro
tocol: We kept our hands away from he r 
teeth, and we attempted to hold her sli II and 
aWH Y from furn iture and other things that 
coul d harm her i f she hit them. Following 
the second seizure, GPAJOklahom[l sched
uled Reba for blood work with the ve teri
nari an on January 28, 2002. Seizure pat ients 
should undergo blood work to attempt to 
rule out any of a number of causes. Because 



Reba relaxes at home. 

there is no test for epilepsy, when all else is 

ruled out , the final diagnosis is idiopathic 

cpi lepsy ("id iopathic" means that there is 
no known cause). We rece ived some of the 

res ults of the blood work on February 2, 

2002. So far, everything looked good. The 

tick panel was negative. The T4 (thyroid ) 
result s would follow. 

In light of Reba's se izures, I decided to 

do some research on the subject. In addition 

to the petit mal and grand mal seizures, a 

condition known as stallls epifepliclls can 
occur. This condition consists of one con· 

tinuous seizure lasting ten minutes or more, 

or a se ri es of seizures with in a short period 

with no discernable break or apparent can· 

sc iollsness. Status epileptic ll s may be li fe 
threatening. Cluster se izures, or Illllitiple 

seizures within a 24-hour period, may also 

be life threatening. 

Reba 's thyroid tes t result s came back 
showing a T4 of .3, which is ex tremely low. 

Normal T4 for dogs is 1.0 to 4.0. Although 

Greyhounds te nd to have a low T4 level, 

Reba's level was lower than usual. Hypothy

roidism is easily treatable with medication. 

Reba was started on L·Thyrox ine .2 mg 
twice a day. Since seizures are a symptom of 

hypothyroidism, I hoped that this treat ment 

might be the answer to Reba 's seizures. 
FOlly days after she began taking her thy

roid medication , Reba had another grand 

mal se izure . She had anot her se izure four 

days later, and another one two days after 
that. I ca lled our famil y ve terinarian after 

each incident. I al so kept a se izure diary so 

that I would have records to help keep us on 

track with Reba's treatment. 
Our veterinarian did more blood work, 

and on March 25, 2002, Reba began taking 

one-half grain of phenobarbi tal twice a day. 

Although phenobarbital can control se izures 

in most dogs, prolonged use can cause liver 
damage. Dogs taking phenobarbital need to 

have their live r enzymes tested every few 

months. 

Two weeks after Reba began taking the 
phenobarbita l, she had another grand mal 

seizure. Thi s time, the seizure was milder. 

The post-ictal phase, or the period following 

a seizure during which the dog may pace 

endless ly and appear blind and deaf, lasted 
the usual hour. We found that Rescue Rem

edy''', a homeopathic treatmcnt , was effecti ve 

in reducing the post ictal phase when g iven 

by dropper on the tongue. Our veterinarian 
adv ised us to double Reba 's phenobarbital 

dose to I grain twice dai ly. 

Eigh teen days later, Reba experienced 

another grand mal se izure. The seizure was 

milder. The post-ictal phase las ted only 30 
minutes. We were making process. I dared 

to dream of Reba being seizure-free in the 

near future. Still , she had two more grand 
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mal seizures in the next six days. More ca lls 

to our veterinarian resulted in the addition of 

another medication to Reba's medicine cab

inet. Potass ium bromide is a compounded 
medication that, when taken in conjunction 

with phenobarbital , will control most dogs' 

se izures. Reba started taking 600 mg of 

potass ium bromide once a day. When she 

began this treatment , she had three grand 

Illal seizures in one week. The seizures were 

much milder. The post-ictal phase lasted 

approximately 15 minutes. Our veterinarian 
advised us to continue keeping the seizure 

diary and give the potass ium bromide a 

chance to lake effect. 

Another grand III a I se izure occurred 

nearl y 30 days later. Our veterinmian felt that 
there was no need to increase her medication 

at thi s time. We felt that one seizure a month 

would be manageable. That was six months 

ago, and Reba is still se izure free. Every day 
without wild thrash ing and the dazed confu

sion of the post-ictal phase is a gift. 

For an owner of a dog who has se izures, 

decisions about diet, environment, and vac

cinations are especiall y important. Mi ni · 
mizing your seizure dog's exposure to preser

vatives ancl chemicals is clllcial. Vaccinations 

can lower a dog's se izure threshold and 

trigger an epi sode, so work with your vet
erinarian to determine what is best for your 

dog. Other resources, sllch as the Epi l-K9 All 

Breed Canine Epilepsy List (www.caninc

epilepsy.com) , are al so invaluable. 

Idiopathic e pilepsy is a diagnos is of 
exclusion. Epilepsy affects at least one per

cent of all dogs. The cxactlleuro-chemical 

balance that causes it is unknown. Since we 

were able to rule out olher causes, we con· 

sider Reba to be an ep ileptic dog. Although 
we do not know the cause of her epilepsy, 

we do know how to effecti ve ly control her 

seizures. And that is what is important to us 

and to our beloved Reba . • 

Call1lee Scoff lires in OklalioJ//a City witli her 
Greyhound. Reba. 101m B. flap. DVM rel'iell'el/ 
this ar,icle. 
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exploring drug therapies 
By Nancy Beach 

Seizure Medications 

Seizures in a dog younger than 1 year or older than 5 years of age are more likely due to secondary epilepsy 
than idiopathic epilepsy. Friday and Willie, adopted by Cathy Norris of Fremont, Mich. 

The beautiful black ~Uld white p..'Uti-colored 
hound leaned on my leg and looked up into 
my eyes. He'd developed a foll owing since 
coming to stay at the adoption director's 
house. Everyone loved Domino and his 

sweet and affect ionate nature, and people 
would compete for his attention. He was, 
however, a Greyhound with special needs, 
and an adopti ve family wou ld have 10 be 
very carefully chosen for him. Domino had 

epileptic seizures, and his new family would 
have to monitor both the seizures and hi s 
medication for the res t of hi s life. 

Domino did indeed find a wonderful 
home, and his adoptive mom ended up writing 
abollt Domino's seizures and their treatment 
for Celebratillg Greyhollllds ("Domi no's 
Seizures," Fall 1997 CG). Domino received 
two medications that are the subjec t of this 
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artic le: phenobarbita l and bromide (in 
Domino's case, potassium bromide). 

Phenobarbital and bromide are the first
choice drugs for controlling seizures in dogs. 
Sei zures usua lly result from idi opathic 
epilepsy./diopmhic is a term used in med
icine to describe a condition whose cali se 
is not known. Therefore, idiopathic epilepsy 
refers to ep ileptic seizures for which a spe
cific cause cannot be found . Seizures can 
result from a range of disorders, including 
brain tumors, organ failure, hypothyroidism, 
chemical imbalances, and infec ti ous dis
eases. Ingestion of toxic substances can also 
be responsible. Careful testing for these con
ditions J1lUSt occur to ensure prescription of 
appropriate treatment for the underlyin g 
cause, if there is one. In geneml, if a dog is 
between I and 5 years old , the chances of 
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having idiopathic epi lepsy are much greater 
than if the dog is less than I year old or more 
than 5 years of age. Puppies and older dogs 
are 1110re likely to have what is known as 
secondary epilepsy - seizures due to under
lying medical conditions. 

Phenobarbital 
Phenobarbital belongs to a class of drugs 

called barbiturates. These drugs are central 
nervOliS sys tem depressants. While their 
exact mechanism of acti on is not known , 
they have been fOllnd to inhibit the re lease 
of some types of neurotransmitters. They 
are used in veterinary medici ne for sedat ion, 
anesthesia, and euthanasia. Phenobarbital 
is spec ial in that at low doses it suppresses 
motor ac ti vity enough to control seizures 
without causing excessive sedation. It is a 
synthetic com pound first used as an ant i
epi leptic for humans in 1912. 

Phenobarbi tal has long been the first dt1lg 
of choice for controlling epileptic seizures 
in dogs. For one reason , it stays in a dog 's 
body long enough to be effecti ve. Other med
icat ions used in humans. such as phenytoin 
(brand name Di l anti n~, Parke-Davis), are 
broken down 100 rap idl y in dogs to be of 
much use. While newer anti -epileptic drugs 
have come on the market fo r humans, they 
are expensive and their li se in animals has 
been limited. Phenobarbital is inexpensive 
and its side effects in dogs are well known. 
Clinical studies have reported that between 
60 percent and 80 percent of epi leptic dogs 
will have their seizures controlled sat isfac
torily by the use of phenobarbital alone. 

A typical dose of phenobarbital will 
range from .5 to 4 milli grams per Ib twice 
a day. * Higherdoses. ca lled loading doses, 
arc so metimes used at first to bring the 
se izures under control quickly if they are 
frequent or severe. After two weeks, your 



veterinarian will probabl y want to take a 
blood tes t from your Greyhound to deter
mine the levels of phenobarbital in the blood. 
This is important, since proper cont rol of 
seizures depends on keeping a steady min
imum amount of tile dl1lg in the bloodstream. 
Your veterinarian will probably ask you to 
bring your Greyhound in for the tes t just 
before he or she is due for another dose of 
medication. Doing so will allow measure
ment of the amount of medi cation in the 
blood while it is at its lowest poi nt , or 
"trough." The goal is to keep enough phe
nobarbital in the blood to control the seizures, 
but not so much that it becomes toxic to the 
dog . It is important to give phenobarbital 
exactly as your ve terinarian directs and as 
close to the same time every day as possible, 
in order to maintain a steady amount. Skip
ping doses can result in seizures. Dogs with 
idiopathic epilepsy will 1110st likely need 
regular medication for the rest of their lives. 

As with any drug, side effects can be a 
concern. The most serious side effect that 
can occur with long-term use is liver dam
age. Phenobarbital tends to stimulate liver 
enzymes, which break the dl1lg down in the 
body. Over time, the greater effi ciency of 
the liver in eliminating the drug can neces
sitate higher doses, and higher doses in turn 
can be toxic to the liver. YOUI' veterinari an 
will probably want to moni tor the effect of 
phenobarbital on your Greyhound 's li ver by 
tak ing blood tests every six to 12 months in 
order to detect any problems before they 
become severe. If a problem is detected 
earl y, the chances of the li ver recovering 
from the damage are greater. 

Sedation or agitation, excessive drinking 
and urination, and an unsteady gait can occur 
at the outset oftreatmcnt and with an increase 
in dosage, but these side effects tend to 
diminish over several weeks. Dogs on phe
nobarbital also tend to want to eat more food 
and can gain weight while on the drug, so 
dietary management may become necessm'Y-

Ifyo Ll notice any side effects, YO Ll should 
call your veteri narian for advice. Never stop 
giving phenobarbital without your veteri 
narian's direction. Chronic li se of th is med
ication creates physical dependency over 
time, and sudden withdrawal of the dmg can 
cause severe, life-th reatening seizures. 

Beware your Greyhound 's other med
ications once he is on phenobarbital. It can 
inhibit the effectiveness of some drugs: 
antibiotics doxycycline and metronidazole 
(Flagy l~. Searle), and corticosteroids, such 
as prednisone, are examples. Phenobarbital 
can increase the effects of other centralnerv
ous system depressants, sllch as narcotics 
and tranquilizers. The stomach acid-reducer 
cimetidine (Tagamet· , GlaxoSmithKline) 
and the antibiotic chloramphenicol can inter
fere with the metaboli sm of phenobarbital , 
leading to tox ic levels in the blood. 

Acepromazine, a commonly used tran
quilizer and pre-anesthetic agent, can lower 
the seizure llueshold. So can the pre-anesthetic 
agents ketamine and xylazine. These drugs 
should not be used on dogs with epilepsy. 
ff you must take your epileptic Greyhound 
to a veterinarian unfamiliar with your pet's 
medical history, te ll him your dog has 
epilepsy and is on phenobarbital. 

Bromide 
Bromide salts - potassium bromide and 

sodium bromide - have been gaining pop
ularity in recent years, both as an adjunct 
therapy when phenobarbi tal alone does not 
prov ide great enough seizure control, and 
as a stand-alone drug for dogs who cannot 
take phenobarbital due to liver problems or 
intolerable side effects. 

Using bromide salts to treat seizures in 
humans started in the mid- ISOOs. Bromide 
has been used in dogs to control seizures for 
about 40 years. Until recently, it was gen
erally recommended only when other med
icat ions were not effecti ve. The bromide ion 
controls seizures. It is believed that bromide 
redu ces the exc itability and ac tivity of 
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Phenobarbital can increase your Greyhound's appetite, 
so monitoring his diet is important. JMI!C(G(8UR 

neurons, and limits the spread of epileptic 
discharges. Sodium and potassium bromide 
work equally well in this regard , the only 
difference being that sodium bromide doses 
arc calculated at 15 percent less than potas
sium bromide. 

The choice between sodium bromide and 
potassiulll bromide wi ll probably depend 
on any other medical conditions your Grey
hound may have and his individual response 
to the medication. Both salts are chemicals 
that are usually made into liquids by a com
pounding pharmacy. Potass ium bromide 
might be the preferred choice for a dog who 
needs to have sodium intake rest ric ted, as 
might be the case for adog with heal1 disease. 
Sodium bromide might be preferred for a 
dog who shouldn 't have excess potassium. 
Sodiu m bromide can also be easier on the 
stomach, so a dog that becomes nauseated 
by potass ium bromide might do better with 
the sodium variety. 

One advantage that the bromide sa lts 
have over phenobarbital is that they are not 
broken down by the liver. When impaired 
liver function 11lakes phenobarbitalullsuit 
able, bromide salts are espec ially useful. 
Bromide also lasts longer in the bloodstream, 
so dosing can be less frequent. A possible 
di sadvantage of bromide is that it takes 
longer for the sa lts to reach effec ti ve levels 
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Seizures aren't as scary as you'd think. Proper medication will control them so thai your Greyhound can live a 
long and happy life. 

in the bloodstream. While phenobarbital can 

reach e ffec ti ve levels in one to two weeks, 

bromide Illay take a month or more. Load

ing doses may be an option for dogs whose 

seizures need to be more quickly controlled. 

A standard dose would be 10-20 milligrams 

per Ib once a day when uscd wi th phcno

barbital , or 28-35 milligrams per Ib when 

used alone. Your veterinarian will probably 

want to administer a blood test after a month 

to check the leve ls o f bromide, and will 

adjust the dose at that time if necessary. As 

is the case with phenobarbital , you will prob

ably be asked to bring your Greyhound in 

for the test j ust before he or she is due for 

the nex t dose of medication. 

Bromide salts should be given with food. 

This is usuall y not diffi cult , since bromide 

comes in powdered or liquid form and can 

be sprinkled or squi rted onto food. Some 

dogs objec t to its sally taste. If yours does, 

ask your pharmacy to navor the solution to 

make it more palatab le. 

The type of food is important , 10 0. Bro

mide competes with chloride ions for attach

Illent 10 ce ll s in the body. Diets th at il re 

higher in sa lt (some presc ri ption diets li ke 
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Hill 's SID and Hill 's 110 fit thi s descri ption) 

or too low in salt may result in levels ofbro

mide that are eithe r too hi gh or too low. 

Al ways consult wit h your ve terin arian if 

yOll change the diet of a dog 011 anti -epileptic 

medica tio n. 

Side effec ts observed with bromide are 

similar to those with phenobarbital, with the 

exceptio n of the li ve r problems. In the first 

weeks of treat ment or after a dose increase, 

your dog may experience transient sedat ion, 

loss of appetite, vomit ing, constipat ion, and 

unsteady gail. Switching from potassium to 

sodium bromide or dividing the dose and 

administeling it twice a day may help. Never 

change the dosing schedu le o r amount o f 

medica tion without first consulting your 

veterinari an. There is ev idence that the inci

dence of pancreatitis Inight be higher in dogs 

receiving phenobarbital and bromide together, 

so consult your ve terinarian if your dog 

develops gastrointestinal distress. 

As with phenobarbital, other medica

tions that depress the cent ral nervous sys

tem can have an exaggerated effect. When 

your Greyho und is undergoing treat ment 

fo r o ther co nd itions, al ways remember to 
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inform veterinary personnel that your dog 

has epi lepsy and is taking bromide. 

Suppo rt for the g uardi ans o f epilepti c 

dogs is availableon the In ternet, in the form 

of the Epi l-K9 All Breed Canine Epilepsy 

List (hnp://www.canillc-epi lepsy.com). Fur

ther information abo llt phenobarbital . bro

mide salt s. and other medicat ions is also 

avai lable there. Wi th proper monitoring and 

management. and commitment from his or 

her g uardian , a ll ep ileptic Greyhound can 

have a good quali ty of life and enjoy hi s or 

her fmn ily for many years to co me. 

*As all older dl'/lg, sometimes 'he dosage 
of phenobarbital ;s referred to ill grains. 
Generally, {l /12-g raill dosage is 30 mil

ligram s alld a I-gra in dosage is 60 mil

ligrams, since 11I0S' companies ,hat make 

phenobarbital prodllce wblets ill '" ese 
dosages. Depending oll lhe source, a "true" 

graill call be said to be {lIlYlVherefroll1 60 
10 65 milligrams. Th e IeI'm grain is derived 

f rom tile weight of a grain of wheat . • 

Nalley Beach is 1I CG regllla r colllriblllOl: 

Sources: 
The 5-Mill/ue ('eJeril/or), COI/S ll ft: Caninc al/d 

Fe lille. Francis W. K. Smith , Jr .• DVM, and LarTY P. 
Tilley, DVM. ed ito rs . Lippi ncott , Williams and 
Wil ki ns. 2000. 

The I/nerillary Drug /1(11ulbook, Fourth Edit ion. 
Donatd C. Plumb, Pharm.D. Iowa State Un iversity 
Press, 2002. 

"Bromide: Potassium and Sodium," by Maureen 
Sctte r for the Epil -K9 All Brccd Canine Epil epsy 
List (http://www.canine-epi tepsy.com). 

"Phenobmbital.·· by Maureen Setter for the Epit-K9 
All Breed Cnnine Epilepsy List (httpllwww.canine
epilepsy.com). 

"Manag ing Epi teptic Dogs," by Thomas 8 . 
Wi lliam, DVM. Uni versi ty ofTcnnessce. repri ntcd 
by pennission of Vet erina I)' Leaming Systems. tren
ton. NJ by A Breed Apart on line magaz in e, 
http://www.abap.org/cpl lepsy. htlll 

Hal/dhook a/ I'eferi llw), D mgs. Secolld £difioll. 
Dana G.AlIen. DVM. MSc, John K. Pringle. DVM. 
DVSc. Dale A. Smith. DVM , DVSc. Li p pincott 
Willia ms & Wilki ns, 1998. 

Tile Pill Book GI/ide 10 M edicalioll/or }'lmr Dog 
(lIId Cm. KateA\V. Roby. DVM and Lenny SOlltham. 
DVM. Bant,un Books. 1998. 



second look 
By Merci Riccardi 

Checking in on the Twitch Kids 

The Twitch Kids: Reeses, Hershey, and Kisses . 

It does not seem poss ible that three years 

have passed since I last w ro te about my 

Twitch Kids for CG (UEpileptic Dogs: Hard 
taAdopt- but Hard to Resist;' Sp.ing 2000 
CG). Hershey Bar, my heartdog, is 10 and

a-ha lf now, his black COal a beaut iful (weed, 

hi s cl ear face now a lmos t all w hite. Hi s 

epilepsy is stabilized on 90 I11g phenobar
bital (Pb) and 0.4 meg So l oxine~ twice a 
day. His last episode (nol truly a grand mal 

se izure, but one with a very long post- ictal 

peri od) was we ll over a yea r ago. 

Nonnally, I am pretty good with the thrash
ing and have ieal11cd to roll with the punches. 

But when it comes to my Hersh, I am reduced 
to a blilhcli ng idiol. I know whatlD do - give 

him an extra 15111g of Pb, cover his head with 
a towel - but I still get semi-hysterical , pos
sibly because his episodes ru-e so rare. We have 
beentogelher for nearly eight years now and 
he isstill as ornery as ever, stealing food on a 
regular basis. But he is the best at meeting 
people and has been responsible for the adop
tion of many other Greyhounds. 
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Reeses, my big red brind le, joined the 
household four years ago at age 2. Before 
I adopted him, he had five seizures a day in 
the kennel. Despite all my effort s, he con
tinues to have seizures, though the incidence 
is down to maybe once a month or every six 
weeks. His Pb dose is steady at 120mg and 
OAmcg Soloxine'" twice a day. His potassium 
bromide (KBr) was recentl y increased to 
I OOOmg twice a day, after he suffered seven 
seizures in a three-day period. Although I 
have no scientific SUpp0l1 for this hypothesis, 
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Switcher, adopted by Carol lawrence and Tom Cockle of Fieldbrook, Calif. BETI TR OUTH 

I believe these se izures were the result o f a 

combi nation of pain from a COIll on his foot 

and the occurrence of a fu ll moon. Anyone 

living with an epi lept ic, an imal or human, 

will altestto the fact that things often ge t 
worse with a full moon. Many health pro

fess ionals share th is observat ion as I do, 

with 40 years' experience as a pharmacis t. 

Reecy is also o rnery in hi s own way. 
growing more nocturnal as he ages. He loves 

to play in the middle of the night , tossing 
his stuffies or attacking the furni ture, unti l 
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I give him a bit of kibble and some water; 
he then goes back to sleep. Who trai ned 

whom? My Peanu t Butter Pup is doing well 

on the higher dose of KBr, despi te my mis

givings and fear o f worseni ng the ataxia 
(muscle weakness and impaired coord ina

tion) he suffers frolll the medication. He sel

dom has focal se izures anymore. (These are 

the type which feature odd movements in 
an isolated palt of the body. The dog remains 

conscious. bu t Illay not reme mber the 

episode afterward. ) His grand lllal epi sodes 
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are much more bri ef as he gets o lder, wi th 
very shOl1 post-ictal periods. Reecy has always 

been the alpha male, putt ing Hershey in his 

place more than once. I shudde r to th ink 

what he wou ld have been li ke had he no t 

been on phenobarbital. 
My sweet li tt le girl , Kissy, came to me 

as a bounceback over th ree years ago. She 

wagged her tail and swung her butt, prompt

ing me to take a third Greyhound before I 
knew what hit me. And surpri se, surprise

she is also epileptic. When she came home 

with me, she was on sllch a low dose of KBr, 

ju st 500mg Ollce a day, that I questioned 
whether she even needed it. In my infin ite 

wisdom , I gradually reduced the dose unt il 

she was not taking any at all . I was so proud 
of myself. Then she seized during a meet

and-greet in fro nt of a group of people. She 
was back on the KBr the next day and has 

not had an epi sode since . 

The Kids undergo blood and urine tests 
periodicall y and so fa r, so good. Despi te the 

high doses of Pb, both boys have good liver 

and kidney functi on. Hershey shows signs of 
normal wear and tear 011 h is o rgans, with 

only sliglllly elevated figures. Reecy's nUIll

bel'S me similar, despite his younger years, 
due to the severity of his condition and mul

tip le problems caused by the seizures . 
Kissy's tests have all been normal. 

Each of my three epi-pups is d ifferent in 

physiology, with a unique medical pro fi le, 

and each one is lovable in hi s or her own 

way. I am still a big advocate of special

needs adopti ons and have made myse lf 
avai lab le for counseling to anyone who is 

considering taking a specia l-needs G rey

hound. Will there be a fourth Twitch Kid? 

Will my arthritic knees ho ld out long 
enough? Perhaps I' ll report back in three 

more years! • 

Merei Ricca rdi relired apcr 40 ycar.f as a plw /'IlIa 
cisl alld 11011' dl'I'OIes herlimt' 10 the TII 'ilch Kids ami 
"Ie No/io lla' Greyhollnd Adop/ion Progralll. where 
she is Ille Nell' Jersey A.Diliale {/luI 50111 11 Je rsey \10/
III/ leer Coordil/alOl: 



Rocking Ship 
First Irish Greyhound in the Hall of Fame 

Rocking Ship. GRHHOUHO HAll OF FAMI: 

He was born in a rural area of Cou nty 
Kerry, Ireland in 1969 and ra ised in a 
thatched hut. He fea sted on fresh-caught 
fish and round steak, and slept on a mattress 
IlCaf the fireplace. He was used lO lak ing 

orders in Gaelic until he was purchased by 
Dav id J. Cahill of Chicago, Illinois and 
impOIted to the United States. Rocking Ship 

was to have a briefbul stel lar nln. struting his 

racing career at Tralee in Ireland, but spring
ing 10 fame and great success in Florida. 

Rocky was trained by Don Cuddy, one 
of the top trainers in America. Cuddy would 

latcr (rain the great Downing as well . Cuddy 
loved this dog, but Rocking Ship had a rocky 
start in the U.S. He refused to eat and grew 
terr ibly underweight until hi s fo rmer 

owner/trainer was contacted and suggested 
a diet of fi sh. Rocky was de lighted and 
returned to top form. When Rocky was back 
on his fee t, Cuddy returned him to the ken
nel from his home, where Rocky had been 
recuperating. 

Rocking Ship had some quirks that 
delighted the audiences at the track. He loved 
the crowds and played 10 them constantl y. 
He would step regally onto the track, parade 
partway down , and then lie down and roll 
around or scratch his back 011 the fence, or 
just lie down and stare back at the crowd. He 
definitely believed in conservation of energy. 

"People just loved to come see him," said 
Mrs. David Cahill . "He would roll over on 
command like those trick dogs." He was a 
real character. 

Rocky was a marathon nmller and set sev
eral new records at the half-mile distance. He 
was pract ically unbeatable over the marathon 
distances. He won the Flashy Sir Award for 
Best Distance Greyhound in 1972 and aga in 
in 1973. He ran out of tile Pat Dalton kennel, 
and he honored it with many wins. 

In 1973, Rocking Sh ip set more records 
and won stakes race after stakes race. In the 
fa ll , his greatest triu mph was winning the 
Biscayne Irish-American Marathon Classic 
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hall of fame 
By laurel E. Drew 

by II lengths in record time. It appeared 
that Rocky had a long and illustrious career 
before him and that his stud services would 
be in grear demand in the future. 

However, that was not to be. On Novem
ber 9, 1973, Rocking Ship died under odd 
ci rcumstances, the apparent victim of a ven
omous bite of unknown origin. A trainer in 
Hialeah, Florida recalls hearing of the dog 's 
demise: " ) was nine years old when 'Ship' 
was tearing up Flagler and Biscayne. My 
dad and grandpa would come home late at 
night from the track and leave some money 
on my dresser, compliments of Rocking 
Ship. I remember them talking about how 
much of a monster [runner1 he was. The dog 
was supposedly bitten by a coral snake." 

The source of the bite was never deter
mined. The great racing dog Rocking Ship 
was dead in the prime of hi s life. "When 
'Rocky' died, a pari of me died with him ," 
said Cuddy. "Hi s honesty was never in 
doubt, his courage unlimited, and it appeared 
he was happies t bringing pleasure to hi s 
public." Sadly, Rocking Ship did not live 10 
reproduce those qualities. 

ShOttly after his death, the Biscayne track 
renamed its marathon stake the Rocking Ship 
Memorial. Ahhough it was later renamed 
the U.S. Marathon, perhaps Rocky's honor 
will someday be returned to him. 

In 86 career starts, he had 53 wins, II 
second-place fini shes and eight third-place 
fi nishes. He lost the Dog of the Decade title 
to Downing in 1979 - by a single vote. 
When he was voted into the Hall of Fame in 
1980, he was the youngest and the first llish
bred Greyhound inductee. Rocking Ship had 
Gaelic chann and Greyhound hem1. The Hall 
of Fame is honored by his presence . • 

Lilllrel E. Ore\\' is {/ CO reglffarcolllriblflOl: 
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hero hound 
By Michae l Balian 

Tuckasaurus Gives at the Office 

Tuckasaurus relaxes at home after a little heroism. MICHAU 80UON 

The dogs bolted Ollt the back door onto 

our deck and streaked around the ir fenced 

3-acre playground. In other words, the day 
staned out like any other. But it didn ' t end 
that way. 

We have four Greyhounds: Quincy and 

Tucker are the boys, and Fancy and Jamie 
are the girls. We al so have a little Beagle 

named Maggie. The s tar of thi s tale is 
Tucker. Like 1110st folk s, we have several 
nicknames for each membe r o f om gang. 
Tucker is 80 Ibs, dominant and strong; he is 
also known as Tuckzilla, Tuckasauru s, 

Tankm3n, Tuckrock, KenTucky, Chcwtllcka, 
and Keota Blockhead. Hi s racing name was 
Keota Tucker, and he came to liS from Lou 

Batdorf via GPAfWheeling Downs. 

My wife Stac ie is a dog groomer. Her 
boss, Gail , breeds and shows Go lden 
Retrievers. That day, Gail returned home 10 
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find one of her Goldens, 8 year-old Luke, 
lying in his kennel and bleedi ng profusely 
frolll his nose. She rushed him to the clin ic. 
After running some tests, the veterinarian 
did not hold out much hope for Luke's sur
viva l. Meanwhile, Stacie called the veteri 
narian and offered he lp in the form of 11 

blood donation from one of our Greyhounds. 
Stacie let me know I might receive a call from 
Gail , then went to the YMCA to work oul. 

I was feeding the dogs as early evening 
approached. The telephone rang. It was Gail. 
I cou ld hear the sense of urgency in the 
crackling of her vo ice. I assured her that we 
would get to the clinic as soon as poss ible. 
Stac ie pu lled into our dri veway short ly 
thereafter 10 find Tucker and me waiting for 
her. We chose Tucker to be the donor Ix:cause 
he is rock solid and strong. 
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The ve terinarian took 500ec of blood 
from Tuckzill a and, aft er some tense 
moments, was able to stabili ze Luke's COIl

dition. Within two days, Luke's cond it ion 
improved, and he was able to go home. After 
a couple of up and down days at home, Luke 
is on the mend - thanks to the donation 
frol11 Tuckasaurus. The veterinarian told us 
Tucker 's gift of blood was a life-saving 
effort. Tucker was rewarded that night with 
a piece of pizza. 

Ed. No te: A liflle more thall tlVO 1II0l/ths 

latel; Luke's (;olldilioll deleriorclIed very 

suddenly, alld Gail/wd 10 pl/t him down. 

Bill Tucker's dOl/atiolJ gave LI/ke eightlllore 

weeks of good quality life before his Irip 10 

the Bridge . • 

M ichael Bollol/ /il 'es ;/I DOI'f!I; Ollio 11';(11 lI"ife Sta
cit'. Greylw/lluis Quincy. Fallcy. Tlldel; (/"d Jall/ie. 
Wid Maggie ,he beag/e. 



activities 
By Diane Swanson 
Photos by Georgette 
Granger Wahl 

Get in Shape with the Greyhoundisizer! 

Begin and end each exercise session with peaceful 
thoughtS. 

At meet-and-greets, one of the questions 
Illo st frequently asked is "Call I exercise 
lVith m )' Greyhoulld ?" In general. the 
response is a resounding " Yes, ),0 11 c a ll ! " 

Of course, fu nning or jogging is normally 
the fi rst thing that comes to mind when peo

ple mentio n exe rc ising with the ir dog. 

Although thi s is definite ly a great ca rdio

vascular workout, it is important to remem

ber that while your Greyhound is a trained 
athle te, hi s specia lty is sprillling, not long

distance funnin g. Therefo re, he willnced 

time to build up endurance. 

Did YOLI know that tUnning is not the only 
exercise that YOli can do with your Grey
hound? They are wonderful accessories for 

Keep back straight, with knees bent as if sitting in a 
chai r. (Start with, perhaps, an Italian Greyhound and 
work your way up to this girl.) 

weight-bearing exercises, such as pushups 
and squats, and they make great anchors for 
sit-ups, as the accompanying photos illustrate. 

As always, consult your physician (and 
veterinarian?) before embarking lIpon a rig
orous new exercise program . • 

Diane Swam Olllil'es ill Chicago. /fl. II 'ith her Grey
hOI/lids TI"QI 'is. !'!'like. al/d BB Dolly. She l'ol /(lIIeers 
f or GreyllO/tIuls Dilly, (lIIOII -IJl"oJi/ re.\·c fl e group. 
fler par/JIer doeJ /101 allow her to visir the kellnels 
(lilY //lore. bec(llIse three dogs areel/ougll! This al"li
cle origillally afJ/Jeared ill rhe Fall 2002 issue of The 
Skinny. rite I/ell'slefter oJGreyhOllllds Ollly. 

Special thanks ro Richard F. Wahl. wrangle I: No 
Greylwllluls \ I"ell! harllle{l, exercised. or e\'en par/ic
II/wi)' alen {/Ilrillg this IJlIOro shool. A/II'(lYS keep YOllr 
Greyhoullds oll /eash in w/ lIl// ellced area. 
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For Sit-Ups: Put Greyhound in a down·stay. Slip feet 
under belly anchor. 

For Sit-Ups: Always maintain good posture while 
exercising. 

For Push-Ups: HaYing a true couch potato comes 
in handy! 
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house calls 
By Jim Bader, DVM 

Photos by Merri Van Dyke 

Lumps and Bumps - Friend or Foe? 

Fire's suspicious lump was a mast cell tumor. 

The tumor was excised during the in itial surgery. 

A lump or bump on your Greyhound 

may be a se rio ll s maile r. A ny suspic ioll s 

l ump should be investigated thoroughly to 

nile out a life· threatcnillg d isease. This arti· 

ele describes the investigation of a IUlllp and 

fo llows the case from diagnosis to cure. This 
case a lso demonstrates the import ance of 

early diag nosis and intervent ion. 
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Wider margins were excised during the second surgery. 

Every month, Greyhound owners should 
thoroughly examine the ir pets for lumps and 

bumps. Perform the exam by slowl y and 

thoroughly pelling your Greyhound. Feel 
for any thickening or irregulariti es under

nea th the skin o r wi thin the s kin itse lr. 

If you find a lump, it is timc for a trip 10 the 

vete rinari an. 
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The veterinmian will pClform a thorough 

phys ica l exa m to check fo r more lu mps, 

obse rve any changes in weight, behav ior, 

and eating habits. A fte r the phys ica l exam, 

the vete rinari an will perform a fine needle 

as pirate (FNA) . FNA invo lves inse rting a 

fi ne gauge needle into the lump/ thickened 

area, using a sy ringe to aspirate somc ce ll s 

into the need le, depositing those ce ll s onto 

a microscope slide, staining the cell s, and 

evaluating them w ith a microscope. If the 

veterinari an is not comfortable inte rpreting 

the FNA, he Ill ay send it to a pathologist for 

interpretat ion. The patho logist's results Illay 

not be ava ilab le for several days. 

If the FNA is non-diagnostic, then a biopsy 

is indicated . A Tru cut bi opsy cons ists of 

re moving onl y a small section o f the lump, 

and requires a local anesthetic. An excisional 

biopsy is pe rformed under general anes

thesia and involves removal of the IUlllp with 

surrounding ti ssue; the entire mass is sub

mitted to a pathologist fo r ana lys is. The 

patho log ist evaluates the tumor for type, 

aggress iveness, and degree of removal. 

After the diagnosis, the vete rinari an will 

detenn ine a course of treatment . If the FNA 

or biopsy reveals a benign growth , no other 

treatme nt may be indica ted . If the results 

indicate a malignancy, the pati ent mllst be 

staged. Staging means the dog is thoroughly 

eva luated for spread of the tumor to o the r 

areas of the body. Stag ing should include a 

complete blood count , comprehensive sellll11 

chemistry, radiographs of the abdomen and 

chest, and possibly a bone marrow analysis. 

Stag ing a llows the ve ter ina ri an to be tt e r 

prognosticate the se riousness of the di sease, 

and determine treatment. Some tumor sur

ge ry is curat ive ; o the rs may call fo r anti 

neoplasti c the rapy (treatment des igned to 

e liminate the abno rma l ce ll s. such as 

chemotherapy or radiation). 



One Greyhound's Story 
The fo llow ing case demo nstrates the 

presentation, siaging and treatment of a mass 
that suddenly appeared on a Greyhound 's 

thigh. 

Fire, a s ix ~yea r·o ld spayed fema le 

Greyhound, presented for a mass on her left 

thi gh of two days duration . The owner 

thought it was an injury, probably a bite from 
one of her other dogs. Fire had no other his
tory of health problems. 

Fire 's exam revealed a healthy Grey

hound wi th a 3-centimeter mass on her left 

thigh. A FNA was performed on the mass 

and the results indicated a mast ce ll tumor. 
Fire was staged according to the algorithm 

outlined in Mal/aging the Veteril101J Cancer 
Pa/ient (Gregory K. Ogil vie and Antony S. 

Moore, Veterinary Leaming Systems, 1995), 
No other tumors were observed, leading to 

the conclusion that the tumor was probably 

localized to the solitary mass . Surgery would 

likely be curative. 

Fi re was scheduled for surgery the same 

day. When removing a tumor surg icall y, 

wide margin s are indi ca ted, as the first 

chance to cure is the best. One to two cen

timeter marg ins were excised on a ll sides 

orlhe mass, necessi tating removal of an area 

of the thigh muscle. Surgery was uneventful 

and all ti ssues excised were submitted to a 

patho logist for evaluation. 

The patho logist's report arrived abou t a 

week after the surgery. The pa thologist 

confi rmed a G rade II mast ce lltull1or. 

Mast cells are critical to the dog's immune 

response. Located in loose connective tissue, 

they contain several chemicals that aid in 

ti ssue re pai r by act ing as inflammatory 

mediators. For example, when the mast cell 

identifies a fo reig n substance, it releases 

histamine. Histamine ac ts to widen small 

blood vesse ls, faci lita ting the deli very of 

whi te blood cells that act to e liminate the 

foreign substance. Il also produces alle rgic 

responses such as a runny nose, swelling, 

redness, and itching. 

Fire's closed incision . 

A mast ce ll tumor is, very simply, a mass 

of cancerous mast cells. According to Ogilvie 

and Moore, pathologists grade mast ce ll 

tU1110rs as follows: 

G rade I : A well -differe ntia ted tumo r 

with 93 % of the dogs a live at 1,500 days 

post-diag nosis. 

Grade 2: A modera te ly differenti ated 

tumo r with 44% of the dogs alive at 1.500 

days post-diagnosis. 

Grade 3: A poorl y differentiated tumor 

with 6% o rthe dogs a li ve at 1,500 days post 

diagnosis. 

T he patho logist's report on Fi re's tumor 

noted tha t one area of the deep marg in was 

c lose, and possibly some tumor ce ll s had 

been left behind. The owner had two options: 

have another surgery to remove wider mar

gins. or have radiat ion therapy performed 

at a refcn'a l inst itution. Fire's owner elec ted 

to have further surgery. 
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Three weeks after the first s urgery, a 

second surgery was performed. Wider mar

gi ns were excised; all excised ti ssues were 

submitted to the patho logist. The second 

pathologist's report indicated the tumor had 

been comple te ly removed. Fi re is seven 

months post surgery with no reOCCUIl""Cnces, 

and is bei ng observed for any new lumps. 

Any new lump will have a FNA performed . 

What are the lessons learned from Fire 's 

case? All suspicious lumps and bumps 

should be inves tigated with a FNA and or 

biopsy. Once a diagnosis is made, then the 

anim al should be staged if needed ; and 

treatment instituted . Earl y detection, d iag

nos is and appropriate treatment are imper

ati ve for a favorable outcome . • 

0,: Jim B(I(lcI" i.\· (1 CG reglll{//" col/tribll(OI: 
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adoption 
By Marion Fitzgibbon 

The Welfare of the Irish Greyhound 

Irish Greyhounds waiting for homes at Avalon, the Irish Greyhound sanctuary_ JOHN MOIlERN 

My work for an imal welfare began about 
25 years ago when I came to live in Limerick 
City in western Ireland. There were many 

abandoned dogs and cats living on the streets 
and after a shol1 time I decided to f0l111 a small 
welfare group, which we ca lled Limerick 

Animal Welfare Circ le. From that slllall cir

c le of friend s I went forward to represent 
our views as delegate to the Irish Society 

for the Prevention of Cruclt y to Animals 
(ISPCA). I became chairperson of the 
ISPCA ill Jrmunry 1994. The fo ll ow ing 
spling, Louise Coleman of Greyhound Fdends 

in Hopkinton, Mnss. , arrived in Ireland and 

in sisted 011 seein g me even though I was 
ve ry busy. Louise asked me directly what 
the ISPCA was doing 10 help Ihe Irish Grey-

24 cgmagaz,ne 

hound. I replied that we were doing very little 
due to the huge demands on Ollr services. 
However, Louise inspired me that aflemoon 
with her dedication and commitment to the 
Greyhounds and this is how the great work 
of Irish Greyhound Rescue was born. 

In spring 1995 , Johann a Wothke of 
ProAnimaIe, Germany, read about the des
l:>erate plight of the Irish Greyhound in the 
Irish Tim es and contacted the ISPCA. She 
cnme to Irelnnd in Mny 1995 and I met her 
at Shannon Airport. Johann a visited ou r 
kennels and immediately <.lg reed 10 help us 
fin<.ln cia ll y. Withinlwo years we found a 
sui table location for a sanctuary and ProAn
imale built a wonderl'ul home for Greyhollnds 
cal led Avaloll . At present , we have over 80 
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dogs living at the sanctuary. 
When speaking abollt GreyhoLlnd welfare 

in Ireland, we must realize that the Irish pub
lic does not consider that Greyhounds make 
suitable pets. Greyhounds are muzzled in 
public and it is not permitted to walk more 
than four at one time. This is the law. The 
ideal situation would be to have a group in 
Ire land totally dedicated to Greyhound wel 
fare . It is difficult to believe that we do not , 
as yel, have sllch a group. More and more of 
my time is devoted to the welfare of these 
wonderful dogs. 

The work for the Greyhounds can be 
divided into three main areas: Greyhounds 
rac ing in Ireland , the Irish Lurcher, and 
Greyhounds racing in Barcelona. 



Greyhounds racing in Ireland 
\Ve es timate that approximate ly 10,000 

Greyhounds are rac ing in Ireland at anyone 

lime. Bard na gCon (The Irish Greyhound 

Raci ng Board) has admitted that between 
6,000 and 8,000 G reyhounds die each year 

due (0 "natural wastage." When asked what 

they mean by "natural wastage" they replied, 

" injuries and di seases." Th is is an amazing 

statistic as Illost of these Greyhounds arc 
less than three years old . Thi s figure does 

not take into account the initial cull of young 
dogs and could be a few thousand morc. 

Greyhounds are tried in Ireland at 11 or 12 
months. Many of the dogs sold at auction 
arc only just over onc yea r old. 

For the last five years the ISPCA has asked 
Bo rd 11 3 gCon for the following: that a ll 

Greyhounds attending track events, includ
ing sales and trials, have the protection of 
vaccination certified by a veterinarian ; that 
a veterinari an be present al all track events, 
including sales and trials; and that a change 
in registration be made to accommodate a 
ru le similar to the English Rule 18, which 
makes the last registered owner liable ifhis 
dog is found abandoned or in bad condition. 

The Bord replied that the racing industry 
is not ready for vaccination. They state they ru"€! 

Avalon. JOHN MOIfERN 

Several Lurcher·type dogs are visible in this photograph of Las Nieves, a dog refuge in Madrid, Spain. A/,UIiQSDElOS GALGOS 

on a "Ieamillg curve" when it comes to Grey
hound welfare. We find this to be an ex traor
dinary statement as the Bord has been raci ng 
Greyhounds in Ireland since the I 920s. The 
Bord slales Ihal it tries to have a veterinarian 
avai lable at racing events, bUI cannot guar
antee this. The Bord makes no efT0I1 to hold 
the last registered owner responsible for aban
doned Greyhounds found ill bad condition. 
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It is most important lhal we continue 10 

lobby for these changes. It is not very much 
to ask, but it wou ld make a big difference 
to the lives of thousands of Greyhounds rac
ing in Ireland today. 

The Irish Lurcher 
The typicaillish LUfcher is three-qU3J1ers 

Greyhou nd and usuall y bred by the Iri sh 
Travellers for hunting rabbits and hares in 
the countrys ide. Lurchers are bred for 
endurance and speed. They have very good 
temperaments and are famous for having 
great stamina. They usually have long coats 
for protection from the severe winter and 
stronger bones than Greyhounds. Lurchers 
are good mixers, as they have to survive in 
the Travellers' ya rds. The main problems 
these dogs face are infeslation with paras ites 
and poor nut rition. They oft en have unat
tended injuries as many are kept cha ined 
when not hunting. The solution for helping 
these dogs is an education program. TIlel"€! are 
small Sllccesses when we have the time an cl 
the resources to visit the camps on a regular 
bas is. One or the men recently brought liS a 
Lurcher with a badly broken from leg. He 
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decided to leave it with us since he cou ld 
not look aner it properl y. The dog now has 
a plate in his leg and is making good progress. 

These Lurchers are the forgotten offshoot 
of the Greyhound indu stry. Many injured 
and poor-quality Greyhounds are found with 
the Trave llers who use Greyhounds to breed 
wi th thei r LUfchers. The Trave llers also like 
to cross breed the Greyhounds with Salukis 
or Irish WolnlOunds. Irish Lurchers have 
very little status, as you cannot go much 
lower on the social ladder than to be known 
as a gypsy dog. The Irish Lurchers, however, 
are now becoming popular in America and 
very recently Greyhound Fri ends West 
adopted several. Once aga in, we are depend
ing on you to spread the good news about 
these wonderful dogs - the oldest hunting 
breed in Ire land. 

The Irish Greyhound racing in 
Barcelona 

When we come to the subject of the Irish 
Greyhound racing in Barcelona, this subject 
is almost too close to my heart. I first went 
to Barcelona and Malaga in 1997. I vi sited 
Spain again in April 1999. I am sure most 
of you have read the repol1 from our ISPCA 
ve terinarian about the condit ions witnessed 
in 1997. This was the worst example of ani 
mal neglect that I have ever experienced. 
Over the years I have seen many dreadful 
scenes of cruelt y but the scale is usua lly 
manageable in some way and there is always 
something that can be done to alleviate the 
suffering of the animals. In 1997, I cou ld 
only stand and watch these beautiful Grey
hounds living in terrible conditions and try
ing to race when Ihey could not even walk. 
I knew that even if I could remove these 
Greyhounds from this awfu l place they 
would be replaced by another delivery from 
the Irish tracks. And so the long painful work 
of campaigning began , and with your help 
still continues. We now have hopes that we 
will eventually succeed. 
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Anna Clements with her adopted Irish Greyhound, 
Scooter. Clements is president of SOS Gargos, a group 
whose mission is to promote the welfare of Greyhounds 
racing at the track in Barcelona, Spain and to find 
adoptive homes for Greyhounds and native Galgos. 
JOHN Mom lH 

The key to success in this terrible situa
tion is the enforcement of the Europea n 
Union (EU) Directives on the protection of 
animals from unnecessary suffering, with 
particular reference to Health Certification 
and Transport. Since 1995, the Irish gov
ernment implemented the Balai Direc ti ve, 
which requ ired all dogs going to Spain to 
have individual health cel1ificatioll, including 
rabies shots. The Depm11l1ent of Agriculture, 
however, ignored this and allowed the Grey
hounds to be exported in contravention of 
the Directi ve. In August 200 1, we succeeded 
in getting a consignment of Greyhounds to 
Spain stopped for the first time. The Spanish 
had to vaccinate all the Greyhounds and hold 
them in Ireland for 30 days to compl y with 
the regulations. I-Iowever, they were allowed 
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to go after 30 days even though we protested 
about the inadequate transporter and that a 
journey plan was not provided. We are now 
lobbying the European Commission to 
amend the 1995 direc ti ve so journey plans 
must be provided for the Greyhounds trav
eling more than ten hours on land and sea. 
It seems that the di rec ti ves were written for 
farm animals and the commission did not 
envision dogs, especially Greyhounds, being 
transported for several days like cattle. It is 
ludicrous to think that a cow is entitled to a 
rest of twelve hours after ten hours at sea, 
but a Greyhound is not entitled to a rest after 
22 hours at sea. This is the time it takes to 
travel from Ireland to France on the ferry. 

It is a lengthy process to prepare sub
missions and lobby, but it is the only way 
forwmu. We m"C SW"C that we will be successful 
in the end . We will make it so expensive for 
the Spanish to export Greyhounds that they 
wi ll discontinue coming 10 Ireland for the 
poor-quality dogs they can buy for as little 
as £40. We could not have been successful 
without the pressure put on our govcl1lment 
by all the letters, e-mails, and telephone calls 
from the United States. We must continue 
to put pressure on the Iri sh and Spanish 
authorities to improve conditions for the 
Greyhounds racing init"Cland and Barcelona. 
Pat Colitsis of Greyhounds as Companions 
and Louise Coleman ofGreyholind Friends 
have done Trojan work to improve condi 
tions for both Irish Greyhounds and Spanish 
Galgos. We also have wonderfu l support 
from Greyhounds in Nood Netherlands and 
Belgium. They presented a joint submission 
to the European Commission in Sirasbourg 
in October 200 I. We also receive tremen
dous power and support from the Interna
tional Greyhound Welfare Forum, which is 
chaired by Clari ssa Baldwi n of National 
Canine Defence League and comprised of 
representatives frollll1lajor ani mal welfa re 
groups such as the Royal Society for the Pre
vention of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA), 
ISPCA, Battersea Dogs Home, and Blue 



Marion Fitzgibbon visits with Greyhounds at Dewey Beach. MICIlAllMttANN 

Cross, as well as members of Greyhound 
Friends. Two years ago in Dewey Beach, 
Louise Coleman and I spoke about forming 
theAmerican EurolJCrul Greyhound Alliance. 
II has become a reality. Thi s alliance will 
enable us to target specific areas where Grey
hounds afe in need of help. We hope to edu
cate and disseminate accurate information. 

Thi s has been the biggest change I've 
seen since 1997 when I stood in Malaga and 
fell helpless and unable to do anything for 
those unfortunate Greyhounds. I am opti
mistic now about the future. We have the 
powerfu l combination of Europe and the 
United States demanding better conditions 
for our beloved Greyhounds. We should not 
underestimate thi s power. 

We have come a long way together. 
When we started Greyhound rescue, Ollr 
national airline, Aer Lingus, would not take 
a Greyhound to Boston as a pet. Greyhounds 
were classified as manifest cargo and we 
were told on several occasion s that Grey
hounds were not dogs. It took almost two 
years of lobbying before we succeeded in 
gelling Greyhounds recogni zed as pets and 
entitled to travel in Vari Kennels~ . Previ
ously, they had to travel Illuzzled in a nmTOw 
wooden crate, unable to turn or lie down in 
comfort. 

I just had the plivilege of spending a week 
in the company of the famous German 
journalist and photographer, Manfred Kar
reman. He worked 10 change the transport 
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conditions for farm animals. I inquired what 
made him th ink of coming to Ire land to do 
a story about the Irish Greyhound. He replied 
in his best English, "You ladies have made 
a very big fire abollt the Irish Greyhollnds 
and I saw the bright light in Germany. I knew 
that I must co me and see what it was all 
about." I want 10 thank you all from the bOI
tom of my heart for helping us to light this 
fire and pray we wil l continue to find the 
strength to keep the light burning brightly 
until the exploitation of our beloved Grey
hounds has ended . • 

MariOIl Firzgibboll is Presidellf ofrhe Irish SPCA 
alld II /Jwjorforce ill rhe gm ll'illg Greyhoulld adop
riolllllOl'elllelll ill Europe. This {Irliele is all ediret/ 
\'el's;oll ofherrell/lIrks al Greyhound Rellch 'he Beach 
ill Oclober 2001. where she was Ihe key"ole spellkel: 
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adoption 
By Louise Coleman 

Supporting Irish Greyhound Adoption 

louise Coleman visits with Irish Greyhounds at the Pabellon track in Barcelona, Spain as the track closes in 1998. 

Ire land is a major producer of rac ing 
Greyhounds. Until recently these dogs had 

little hope of life afle r they were no longer 

ccollomicnlly viable - aner they stopped 
winning. Greyhound adoption efforts are 

just beginn ing in Ireland. 

A pprox imately 20,000 Greyhound pup

pies are registered each year in Ireland. This 
number does not include the dogs disposed 
of before registration because they do not 

show sufficient promi se. The Greyhounds 
judged wOl1hy afracing arc often exported. 
Half the reg iste red dogs go to the United 

Kingdom, the United States, and the truly 
unlucky go to Spain. The racers remaining 
in Ire land fo llow a predictable pat tem: They 
eventually reach the end of the line and grade 
off. Almost all ex-racing Greyhounds in Ire
land end up dead, in vivisec tion. or turned 
loose as strays. 

Unf0l1unately fOrlhe dogs, the Iri sh pet
adopting public does not see them as com
panion animals. One big renson is that cours-
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ing with live hares is still a fairly widespread 
acti vity in the Irish countryside. Greyhounds 
are seen litera lly tearing the hares to pieces. 
Muzzling the coursing Greyhounds has been 
introduced as a humane measure, but thc 
hares are st ill terrified and often mangled. 
Without the coun te rpoint of adoption, the 
public is left with the impress ion that adopt
ing a Greyhound amounts to hav ing a mur
derer in the li vi ng rOOIll. Most Greyhounds 
are muzzled in public. They are seen walk
ing in braces with the ir tra iners, which is 
no t exac tl y a mee t-and-g ree t. I have seen 
nnc! oft en heard anecdotes about people 
crossing the street to avoid contact with a 
Greyhound. Th is negat ive image was not 
prevalent when I fi rst became involved in 
Greyhound adoption in the States. People 
would occasionnlly ask, "Is that a Greyhound 
or n dog?" but they di dn' t have the samc 
intense aversion to the animal. 

I founded an American Greyhound adop
tion group, Greyhound Friends, in Boston 
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in 1983. During the course of my adopt ion 
work in the States I began corresponding 
with Ann Shannon, an Engl ishwoman liv
ing on the Isle of Man between England and 
Ire land. Ann was a pass ionate force for 
Greyhound welfare. She advocated for bet
tel' treatment of rac ing dogs and the end of 
the Irish-Spanish trade. She sent me a copy 
of the newspaper article that compelled her 
to beco me invo lved in tryi ng to stop the 
export of Irish Greyhounds \0 Spain. Tit led 
"Scandal of Dogs Raced to Their Death," it 
appeared in the Slinday Times in Brita in on 
June 22, 1986. This gri m sto ry - accom
panied by stark photos of suffering dogs
spurred me to find out more about the Irish 
transport . Ann Shan non wrote art icu late, 
we ll -informed appeals 10 various European 
governments and the press on a typewriter 
with small , old-fashioned, but emphat ic type. 
She sent me copies nnd I was impressed by 
her knowledge and persistence. 

In 1994, Ann urged me to attend the 
World Greyhound Fede ration meeting in 
Dublin . Since my family is predominantly 
Iri sh, I had traveled to Ire land several times 
previously to visit fami ly, li sten to traditionnl 
Irish music, and hnve fun . I dec ided to go. 
The World Greyhound Federat ion meeting 
foc used on topics concerning expansion of 
the export of Iri sh Greyhounds. There was 
no mention of Greyhound welfare. 

Most fOJtuitolisly, I met Mruion Fitzgibbon 
duIing this tIip. Marion was extremely knowl
edgeable about the low status of Greyhounds 
and Lurchers as pets. As chairperson of the 
Irish Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (lSPCA). she was heavily involved 
in nnimal welt:11'C in Limerick, her home ci ty. 

Marion knew the plight ofthe GI'Cyholind 
well . She described her fi rst Greyhound res
cue: A small , fema le Greyhound picked up 
New Year's Day in 1993 at the city clump. 



International networking pays off: Louise Coleman (far right) looks on as Judy Jones of Kalamazoo, Mich. presents 
Marion Fitzgibbon with a donation to help the Irish Greyhounds at Greyhounds Reach the Beach, 2002. 

Rats had been eating her alive. She survived, 
but was starving and had many cuts and bite 
wounds. Herem'S were gnawed, so checking 
for tattoos was impossible. She was even
tually restored to health, but she died wh ile 
being spayed. At least she had some good 
meals and happier days. 

One year after Marion's first Greyhound 
rescue, a pivotal newspaper art icle appeared 
in the Irish Times. Written by Donal Mac
Intyre and published on October 24, 1994, 
"Not All Dogs Go to Heaven, It Seems" was 
read all over Europe. It prompted some stun
ning responses. Johanna Woethke, founder 
of the German ani mal welfare group, Pro 
Animale, was so moved by Maclntyrc's stOty 
that she dec ided to create a sanctuary for 
Greyhounds in Ireland. Marion Fitzgibbon 
worked exhausti ve ly to find an appropriate 
place. Eventually the first Irish Greyhound 
sanctuary, Avalon, was built on the site of a 
250 year-old farmhouse high 011 a hill in 
Flesk, Woodford, COllnty Clare ("IIi sh Sanc
tllmy for Irish-Bred HOllnds," Fall 2000 CG). 

Olher international agencies have come 
to the aid of the Irish Greyhound. Clarissa 
Baldwin, chaiq)Crson of the Nat ional Canine 
Defence League in London, stat1ed the Inter-

nat ional Greyhound Welfare Forum in the 
mid-1990s. This group includes represen
tatives from animal welfare groups in Bt;taill, 
Scotland, Ire land, and Spain that work for 
Greyhound adoption and improved condi
tions. I attend the meetings as the United 
States delegate. One of its primary goals is 
to change the negat ive image of the Grey
hound in Ireland. In support of Ihal goal , I 
have organized an informalional table at the 
Dublin Horse Show every August for the 
past five years. The Horse Show draws peo
ple from all over Ireland and Europe. When 
I fi rst attended the event some people were 
interested, mostly people from England and 
France. A number of Iri sh people snickered 
or looked askance. Gradually, reactions have 
changed. Last year, when reasonable-sound
ing Iri sh people asked where they coul d 
adopt a Greyhound, I was encouraged. Nev
ertheless, an adopted Greyhound inlrelancl 
is still a rarity. 

Few Greyhounds from Avalon find adop
tive homes in Ireland. They go to Germany, 
the Uni ted States, and sometimes England 
for homes. PAWS Animal Rescue in Sallins, 
County Kildare, the Animal Foundation in 
Kildare and Dog Rescue in Dublin accept 
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Greyhounds now, but few find homes in Ire
hmd. They rely on resources outside of ire land 
to find homes, such as the Nat ional Canine 
Defence League in Brit ain . Change will 
come when those outside of Ireland work 
with their colleagues in the country. 

Marion Fitzgibbon and I started the 
American-European Greyhound Alli ance 
(A EGA) aft er a conversation at Dewey 
Beach. This small non-profit organization 
is a registered American char ity whose 
mission is to help needy Greyhounds over
seas and in the United States. Donations are 
tax-deductible (visi t www.ameufDgrey
houndall iance.org for details). Currently, 
AEGA pays board on two Greyhounds at a 
lime for Kerry Homefinders, the adoption 
program started by Amanda Saunders Perkins. 

The Internet is a godsend for Irish Grey
hounds. Denise Cox, an American living in 
Ireland, started and maintains the www. 
Iri shAnimals.com website. Now instead of 
a few scattered shelters, there is a consoli 
dated, professional, and highly visible source 
of in format ion about animals wai ting for 
adoption. 

We all do what we can. Dorothy Day, an 
Irish-American hu man rights advocate and 
social worker in New York Ci ty 's Bowery, 
said: "Love is the only solution." Greyhounds 
have more love than just about anyone and 
they hardly ever let up. Change is happen ing, 
slowly and painfully, with enormous effort. 
The key is to recognize the Irish Greyhound 
and respect this dog who gives us so much . • 

Louise Colemall was workillg as a p.{ychimric re!w
bili/(uioll cOl/llselol' ill BonO/I ill 1983 when she 
{ulopled a Greyhoulld lIamed Bo.won Boy. He made 
a/m'omble impression. {/lui Id'ellihe ImineI' II'ho 
glll'e him 10 Lo//ise comilli/cd 10 call 10 see if she 
wallled ")I/SI one //lore." her ClIIllbridge apar/melll 
.wollfllled 10 ol'el[IVldng wilh Greyhound .... She 
/oul/ded Greyhound Friends. 1l101'ed Ihe operalioll 
10 a rew ed I)oa rdiug kellllel ill HopkilllOIl, Mass., 
lind has p/acetllholls(IIuls o/Greyholllul!.' sillce. Sile 
co-/olluded Ille AmericaJl -E"ro/Jeall Greyll ollud 
Alliallce \I·illl Marioll Filzgibboll, serves {IS the u.s. 
delegllle 10 Ille I lI/en/lIIionlll Greyllormd Wei/are 
Forum, (lIId C()lrIilllleS 10 II'ork liS Ille Execll/il'e 
Directoro/GreyflOlllul Frielld.{. 
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adoption 
By Amanda Saunders Perkins 

A Journey of a Thousand Miles 
Kerry Greyhound Homefinders 

Connell and Emily with the ir apprentice minder. 

Kerry Greyhound Homefi nders (KGH) 
came into being in April 2002. T he seed for 

KG H was planted, I think, when a local 
acquaintance told me she had been to the 
dog pound in Kerry and saw " two lovely 

Greyhounds" brought in to be put down. 

"How can this be?" I asked myself. I had 
adopted an ex ~ racer, Danny, nine years ear
lier. Provid ing constant assistance with rai s

ing two small child ren and variolls kitt ens 

over the years, Danny is sti ll with us at nearly 
14 years ofngc. He is sti ll bemlliful and still 

enjoys his walks. 

30 cgmagazine 

Despite li ving with Danny for so long, 

I had not really thought aboullhe issues fac ing 
Greyhollnds. I didn' , do anything because I 
didn' t see what I co/tid do. Upon hem'ing of 
the two Greyhounds at the dog pOllnd, it 
became impossible for me 10 do nothing any 
longer. Aft er all , in the words of Edmund 
Burke, "All that is necessary for evil to tri · 
ulllph is for good men to do nothing." Surely 
I was one of the good guys? So I decided to 
sta l1 a small Greyhound re·homing program 
to see if I could get some of these beaut iful 
dogs into the homes they so deserved. 
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Kerry Greyhound Homefinders started 
oul wilh more good intentions and entilUsi· 
3sm than ac tual know-how. Hopefu lly, I' m 
pick ing lip the latter as I go along. My first 
thought was to get lea fl ets pri nted to let 
people know my miss ion. I designed a 
leaflet and business card and, with the help 
of a local printer who was sy mpathetic to 
the calise and gave me a good di scoun t. 
I ordered and paid for 1,000 fl yers and 1,000 
business cards. 

My second thought was to get a few con· 
tacts in the area of animal rescue and re·llOlll· 



ing. I made contact with Marion Fitzg ibbon 

in Limerick, pres ident of the Irish Society 

for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 

(IS pe Al and a real " Greyhoundy" person. 

She suggested thm we locate a good boarding 

kennel and a couple of needy ex-racers so I 

could have some real dogs on hand for folks 

to admire and stroke. Greyhounds are great 
conversation starters, aren' t they? 

With help from Louise Coleman , Amer

ican European Greyhound Alliance paid the 

boarding fees. Emily, a beautiful , though 

very shy, little bl ack and white bitch, and 

Connell , a handsome and boisterous brindle 
and white male, were boarded at a facility 

close to my home in Killorglin . Several 

times a week, I walked them in popular areas 

like Killarney National Park . 
For a while, nothing happened apall from 

my ongoing publicity efforts. With two slnall 

children, a pall-time job, a home and garden 

to keep up, and all the other life-related stuff, 
even the publici ty was no t as much as I 

originally hoped. But one day, I received an 

e-mail from someone interested in adopting 
a Greyhound. Good grief, I Ihoughl , 1'111 
going 10 actually have to do somethillg here. 

Kerry Gr.,vh"un,d 

-Affectionate and laid back 

oOon't need much exercise 

oAdapt quickly to family Ufe 

oQentle with children ."'10" ... .. -;;;,. 

oCan live In harmony with cats and other pets 

-Cool and elegantl 

If you tnII'/ be able fO oIfM an • • -nI<21g Ql9yOOu/1d • pMoe .. your 
~. ""ceI~ .... t>Jotrn.I~dI" IoAmaro.: 

t. .. ~: 10M, '1.2154 
mobile : tOl1} M221iS 
HNlI: brry'BrhOUndOotIn:OI!\. .... 

+feme is 1,·It.". tlte ItOIiIiJ is 

Printing a flyer was a first step. 

Harvey the pup cuddles with Danny, the author'S 14 year-old Greyhound. 

When I recovered from shock, I managed 

to make a reasonably coherent phone call 
and arranged to visit Charlie and Joyce, who 

were looking fo r a compani on for their 
sheepdog. In the meantime, I'd also made 

some contacts in the Retired Greyhound 

Tnlst in the United Kingdom. I received their 

home-checker pack, so I kn ew the ri ght 
questions to ask and what to look for during 

a home visit. 

The meeting was sllccessful . Emily went 

to li ve with Joyce and Charlie. She gets lots 
of love and cuddles from her new famil y. 

She 's take n a while to se ttle into a home 

environment because she's ve ry shy and 

nervous, but her pcrsonality is g radually 
emerging. Fortunately, Joyce and Charl ie 

are g iving her the kindness, time , and 

patience that she nceds. 

I had found a home for a Greyhound! 

Things were starting to happen. 
Some time later, the nex t phone ca ll 

came . Having seen one of my posters, a 

young couple in Tralee were considering 

adopting a Greyhound. Great excitement 
once again , and off I went to do the home

check with high hopes for Connell. During 
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the course of the home-check, Stuart came 
out of the closet as a "cat person." I may be 

inexperienced in Greyhound re-homing, but 

I'lllnot completely daft . I noticed Connell 
around our motley bunch of "cats-who

adopted-us" and was familiar enough with 

the process of cat-testing from a summer 

visit to Avalon, the Greyhound Sanctuary 
in Galway, to recognize the danger signs. 

Although Stuart protested that they were 

only in the market for a dog, I knew that my 

lovely Connell was not the Greyhound for 
the m. I ce rtainly was il ' t going to pass up 

this oppOilunity, though. StUail and Michelle 

were young, energetic, and committed "ani

mal people" who had a lotto give to a Grey

hound. I go t on the phone pos t-haste to 
Avalon and told them that I had a great home 

lined up for a cat-fri endly Greyhound. Sure 

enough, they had a lovely olle available: a 

gorgeous light brindle bitch named Betsey. 
The Avalon people were happy with the 

home I found and Betsey came to Tralee. 

Within minutes of his first meeting with 
Betsey, Stuart dropped down on all fours in 

Hue Greyhound play posture, demonstrating 

that he was also an enthusiastic dog-persoll . 
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Stllall , Michelle, and Betsey are all delighted 

with each other. Anel lo and beho ld, a cou

ple of weeks after Betsey went to li ve with 

S tuart and Michelle, a sad little stray killen 

followed them home - and then there were 

four. Betsey has developed a serioLlsly wag

g ing tail since going home with Michelle 

and Stuart, and she and the killen are now 

great fri ends. 

My third homing came as a result of a 

phone ca ll from a local animal re-ho ming 

woman who deals 1110stl y with cats. One of 

her fos ter homes had a 7-week a iel Grey

hou nd/Lurcher pup deposited at her house. 

He'd been found on a local ri ver bank, ex

tremely weak and infested with Oy eggs, as 

a result o f being dumped in the river; this is 

a cOlllmon practice of disposing of unwanted 

animals over here . Could I poss ibly foste r 

him for a shall time until a home was fOllnd ? 

Anxiously anticipating my husband's reac

tion, I nonetheless found myself sHying yes. 

They told me the pup was a Greyhound . 

What else could I do? 

The pup neve r got any furth er than Oll r 

home. He has a nice little bed in the corner 

of the kitchen and loves to sprawl out with 

Danny. The children love him. ) love him . 

My husband hasn't le ft us, so what could be 

better? He's a beautiful brindle wi th white 

chest and toes. A bit slow on housetraining. 

he has been quick 10 di scover the important 

things in Iife, li ke where we keep the food . 

His name is Harvey. and his legs are getting 

longer by the day. 

My fOllrth , and most recent , adoptio n 

also stayed in the famil y. I received a phone 

call fro m Bob, an animal we lfare man in 

Dublin, who recently found a stray, starving 

Greyhound wandering the c ity. She had 

mange. Because she had to be isolated from 

his other animals, Bob kept her in his car. 

He was desperate to place her somewhere. 

Since Connell was still in the kennels, ) had 

room for a bitch here. I told Bob that once he 

treated the mange, ) would take her. He also 

had her spayed and vacc inated. I arranged 
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Blondie found a home in England. 

to collect her 011 a weekend visit 10 Dublin 

with my sister from England. 

My sister Jill and I met Bob and Blondie 

(who is actually tan and White). Jill instantly 

fe ll for Blo ndie who was booked onto the 

plane to England the following day. Blondie 

now lives very happily wi th three children 

and two Lurchcrs and is appa rently not 

averse to jumping up on the kitchen counter 

(the whole dog, notjllst paws) to find tasty 

morsels that lurk there. 

I' ve done four adoptions. I th ink I have 

a home lined up in Germany, so that should 

be adoption number five. Connell is still in 

the kennel, and a bitch from the local dog 

pound in Tra lee will joi n him shortl y. 

I have a constant debate running in my 

head about starling up my own Greyhound 
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shelter. I see various pros and cons. ) would 

love to do it and could help more dogs, but 

) would probably be overrun with dogs very 

quickl y. ) have already received several calls 

from people wanti ng me to take in their 

dogs . I fee l telTible telling them I cannot do 

so, knowin g these unfortunate dogs will 

probably die. If I started a shelte r, ) would 

most certainly find Greyhounds depos ited 

in my garden , and this would endanger my 

cats. My personal and financial resources 

arc notlimitlcss. My childrcn are still SI11<1 II . 
I have a pmt-time job and a home to run. 

My hu sband emphatica ll y opposes the 

idea and ) have very little local support. 

Howevcr, there arc a few local pcople 

showing interest in the project. Four of LIS 

recently mct to brainstorm a few ideas. We 



arc planning a publ ici ty stunt in Tralee: A 
Greyhound Christmas party in a local pub 
called ~ what else? - The Greyhound Bar. 

I' m also making connections with the 
Irish Retired Greyhound Trust and took my 
publicity and informat ion stand to the local 
Grey hou nd track. Is this unethical for a 
vegan who opposes all forms of animal 
abuse and exploi tation? I just don't know, 
Greyhound racing is such an integral part 
of Irish society that standing up and saying 
that it shou ld be banned is likely to get me 
committed to a mental institution, Working 
on the inside Illeans I get to meet and talk 
(Q a lot of women and children - the Grey
hound people of the future. Many folks gen
uinely don ' t know that the Greyhound who is 
a rac ing star one day can just disappear 
ovcmight , If I can provide some infonnation 
about Greyhounds as pets and plant a seed 
of interest, then surely this is all wOl1h doing. 

I also take my information stand to dog 
shows and simil ar events and have a stall in 
Killarney town centre frolll time to ti me. 
Many people seem genuinely interested, 
The donations I receive are currently cov
ering my day-to-day expenses for veterinary 
bills, leaflets, cards, and postage, (I recently 
did a big mai ling to veterinary pract ices and 
shops.) Fortunately, I have a sympathetic 
veterinarian who sometimes tells me to sneak 
out the back door before the receptionist 
nabs me to pay a bill. 

What are the major challenges to Grey
hound re-homing in Ireland? The biggest 
one is public atti tude. Recently, I was walk
ing Connell and Harvey on lead in Tralce 
Town Park. We encountered a woman who 
ex horted me vehemently to "get that 
f* ****g Greyhound out of the park." The 
irony was that her Jack Russell Terrier was 
baring its teeth most menac ingly during her 
ti rade, while Connell and Harvey were wag
ging their tails and ready to play - a fact 
which I poli tely poin ted out. It made no dif
ference; her mind was set. Unfortunately, 
her attitude is not unusual. 

Kerry Greyhound Homefinders at their first meet-and-greet, at The Greyhound Bar in Tralee. 

The general Irish attitude towards all ani
mals is that they are commoditi es whose 
value is determined by their use. If the ani
mals are not payi ng their way, what's the 
point? When I've spoken to people about my 
old Greyhound Danny, people are always 
myst ified as to why I keep him if I don't race 
or course him. I've also been instructed to 
"throw him away and get a new one." 

The attitude is a challenge. But Greyhound 
adoption in the United Kingdom was seen as 
a mad idea when it started 40 years ago and 
now it 's really taken off. I suppose the same 
was true in the Un ited States, too. 

Another challenge is a personal one. 
Putting a lot of time and energy into a proj
ect that has little tangible reward can be very 
dispir iting. My art work (pyrography and 
woodburning) has completely fallen by the 
wayside. My husband does not support my 
work with the Greyhounds. He believes Ihal 
I gel far more creative sat isfac tion and inner 
peace from doing my 311work than I do from 
becoming embroiled in the heartbreak of 
animal welfare work. In 11l ~U1y ways, he's right. 
I've been far more stressed since staning 
Kerry Greyhound Homefinders than I was 
when I started my business selling my 
pyrography a couple of years ago. Yet, to go 
back 10 Edmund Burke, I cannot be one of 
the good men (women) who do nothing. 
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I suppose the answer lies in balance, 
which is what I am trying to achieve. I need 
to keep a grip on my family life and my own 
needs while moving forward with my work 
with the dogs. Gell ing overwhelmed by 
what I'm unable to do is always close to my 
consciousness, yet therein lies ruin. , can 
only do what I can do. Sad ly, I can' t change 
the world; none of us can. Yeti have changed 
the world for the few dogs that I've homed, 
and I hope to do so for many others. 

The Greyhound problem in Ireland is 
overwhelming. There are so many dogs and 
so few homes. People do not see Greyhounds 
as companion animals. The work requi red to 
change altitudes is slow and laborious and 
I hope that I al11 l1p to it. Still , as the saying 
goes, a journey of a thousand miles begins 
wi th a single step. And fall I' Greyhounds in 
adoptive homes are four more than none. 

Ed. Note: As this issl/e weill to press, KGH 
had just spnmg/ollr 1Il0re Greyhollnds/rom 
the dog pOl/lid ill Ken),. Two had homes lilled 

lip. Two \\len? Iivillg with a new/oster parellt. 

Alld COllllell \lias 011 his II,(IY to a lIelV hOllle 

ill GermallY .• 

Amlll/da SlIul/ders Perkins is the fOlll/der of Ken), 
Greyhound Homefillders ill CO/lilt)' Ken)" Ire/alld. 
For more illforll/mioll about Kerry Greyholllul 
Homejillders ami llOlI ' to help. I'isil WII'II'.alllell/'O
greyllOlllu/al/iallce.org/jrela lldadoplioIl.Jllml 
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adoption 
By Cynthia Branigan 

Dog Tired 
How to Save Animals - and Your Sanity! 

New Greyhound adoption volunteers are full of energy and enthusiasm - avoiding burnout is key to staying in it 
for the long haul. Dave Doubek with Cruz at the first meet-and -gre et for Savannah (Ga.) Friends of Greyhounds as 
Pets in March, 1999. 

In 1987 I adopted my first Greyhound, 
King. Less than a year later I found a home 
for a Greyhound puppy who had been 

dropped off at the local animal shelter. The 
entire process went off without a hitch and 
the little dog, and his new owner, lived 
happi ly ever after. It was so easy, in fact, 
that I jumped to the fo llowing conclusion: 

If Ihat 's all there is to f ind ing homes for 
Greyhounds, why not do more? Remember, 

these were the old days, long before there 
were adoption groups on every corner, 
and back when adopting a Greyhound was 
actua lly a ra rity. 

In some ways, I W:'l S just an impetuous 
youth - full of energy and enthusiasm but 
with litt le understanding of the long- tcrm 
consequences of what I was aboul to under
take. Should youlhink I jumped in without 
ex perience e ither in finding homes for ani -
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l11 als 01' dea ling with hu mane issues, you'd 
be wrong. All of my adult life (and I11l1ch of 
Illy ch ildhood) had been spent helping ani 
mals, 1110st notably the decade I spent work
ing for Cleveland Amory and hi s Fund for 
Animals. One of my mnny jobs wi th him 
had been setti ng up adoption centers ac ross 
the country for the over 6,000 wild burros 
and 4,000 wi ld mustangs that we had cap
tured from public lands in the West. COIll
pared to that, r thought findin g homes for 
Greyhounds would be a piece of cake. 

I discovered, of course, that there were 
some signi ficant differences between the 
two projec ts. For one thing, there were a 
finite number of imperiled equines that we 
were called upon to rescue. With Greyhounds, 
a fresh supply of endangered dogs came off 
the trnck every year. Secondly. I was paid 
(a lbcitlllodestly) for my work with the Fund 
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for Ani mals. Finding homes for Greyhounds 
was, and remains, an all -volunteer effol1 for 
me. In fact, it costs me in out-of-pocket 
expenses and often prevents me from hav
ing the time to accept paying jobs. Finall y, 
no matte r how arduous the work for the Fund 
(and 16-hour days were not uncommon), 
the re was a cert ai n relief in not being the 
one ulti mately responsible for the project. 
Now, the buck stops here. and along with 
the freedom to pursue my personal vision 
comes tremendous responsibility. Long 
about my second year do ing Greyhou nd 
adoptions full time, I had the sickeni ng 
rea lizat ion that perhaps there were no sim
ilarities at all between my past experiences 
and my present situation. 

Intime I was able to see that two things 
were simultaneously true. Much of what I 
had done before had little bearing on my 
present pursui ts; yet, had I not lived through 
Illy pm1icular history, I would not have been 
prepared for my present. In ot her words, 
everything that I had experienced in my life 
until I placed my first Greyhound prepared 
me for what I was about to do. However. 
while I thought that a worki ng knowledge 
of dogs and a familiarity with the adoption 
process would be enough to ensure success, 
those turned out to be the least of what was 
needed. Most necessary are a strong stom
ach, a tough hide, and the abil ity to keep 
focused on Illy goal regardless of how many 
distractions, or detractors, might appear. 

How does one keep goi ng when the sup
ply of needy dogs is endless, when adopters 
seem unaware (at best) of the work involved 
in getting the dog to them, when volunteers 
are unreliable, and when fi nances are tight? 

One thing that has seen me through many 
a cri sis is simply to breathe. That's right , 
breathe. Take a deep breath , fill your lungs 



Ajax, one 01 Cynthia Bran igan's dOiS and an inspiration for her work in Greyhound adoption. MAIYllOOM 

and gently ex hale. Close your eyes. Notice 

the tightness in your body. Breathe again. 
Move your shoulders around . Breathe, and 

simply concentrate on inhaling and exhaling. 

If you breathe consciously, you might be 

surprised at the res torative power of this 

simple act. 
Once you feel your balance return , the 

first thing you need to do if you are dog-t ired 

but still keen on helping is to remember two 

things: 
I. YOIl did 11 01 create this problem. YOll 

did not breed the thousands upon thousands 

of Greyhounds who need homes each year 

any more than you bred the millions of other 
homeless animals who need help. Out of the 

goodness of your heart, you have chosen to 

be part of the solution, but you are only parI, 

not all. You do what YOll can. Any good home 
that you find is a step in the right direc tion. 

It is not your job to do it all. 
2. You C(III " help the allilllals ifyoll Ctl ll " 

help yourself Someone shared this basic 

wisdom with me a number of years ago and 

I looked at him like he had two heads. What 

help do [need? I thought. /'1II110t in danger 

a/being pllt 10 death. [ a111 )'Olll/g and Sl rollg 

and wallt to do il all. Well , I am still standing 
all these years later, but not only am I not as 

young as I was, but I now realize that helping 

myself does not mean that I am selfish or 

weak or indifferent. It simply means that if 

I pace myse lf and remember to schedule 
time to re-charge my battery, I wi ll actually 

be ab le 10 do more instead of less. 

Over the years I have worked with hun

dreds of volunteers. Without exception, they 
all arri ve with high hopes and, sometimes, 

unrealistic expectations. I am able to spot the 

ones who are headed for bU IllOlil. Invariably, 

they are the ones who want to (p ick two or 
more): Stal1 a monthly newsletter; organ ize 

the vo lunteers; sta rt some sort of national 

campaign; lise the organizmion as thei r sole 

source of social li fe; use the organizat ion to 
rllil away from thei r problems; foster every 
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dog, or adopt every dog. Do I need to go on? 

Some people have an almost pathological 
need to help. I once knew a man who would 

boast that he had been addicted to alcohol 

but now he was add icted to Greyhounds. 

He thought it was amusing - I didn ' t. An 

addiction is an addiction . If you are in
volved wi th placing Greyhounds to gloss 

over an illness or a deeper vo id in your life, 

let me pass on the advice of the a ncie nt 
Greeks: Know thyse lf. Learn the vast 

difference between n eeding to he lp and 

wonting to help. 

I recall a volunteer telling me that while 

attending a meet-and-greet she noticed that 
another volunteer's Greyhound was badly 

in Ileed of a pedicure, had a dull and dirty 

coat, and looked like she needed a good rest. 
When I asked the woman if she mentioned 

this to the owner, she said that she had not. 

My question is-Why not? Don' t we owe 
it to each other to kindly say, Hey, [think 

Y OII (or YOllr dog) need a break? Remember 
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the story of The Emperor's New Clothes? 

Are we goi ng to let someone run around 

naked whi le complimenting them on their 

beautiful attire? I am all for good manners, 

but are we going to let someone drag around 

a dog who needs groo ming and a good 

night 's s leep just to be polite? If there are 

those who cannot pace themselves, maybe 

we should gently give them the hint. 

The word gen,ly brings me to my next 

point. One sure sign of stress is a lack of con

sideration for the feelings of others. Maybe 

you are running an adopt ion group. Maybe 

you are saving animals ' li ves. Maybe YOll 

fee l YOll are on a miss ion. No mailer your 

just ification, it does not give YOLI license to 

abuse people. If kindness - to animals and 

to people - is nol at the heart of whal we 

are doing, I don't think it mailers how many 

an imals we save. If we behave in an aggres

sive or inhumane manner, we have missed 

the point of what we are doing in a very pro

found way. By saving dogs ' lives, we are 

helping to make our little corner of the world 

a better place. If we allow our fatigue, fru s

tration, or feelings of being overwhelmed to 

be an occasion to spew venom at someone, 

then we should close up shop and enter into 

a period of self-examination; or as Shake

speare said, "Getlhee to a nunnery!" 

Of course, the flip side to those people 

who take on too much are volunteers who 

take on jobs and then do not follow through. 

This g ives an organizat ion a bad reputa tion 

and is counter-producti ve to the overall goal. 

Before YOll raise your hand and say, "I' ll do 

it !" ask yourse lf if you rea lly have the time, 

the interest, and the energy for the job. Don' , 

volunteer if you do not intend to do what 

you say you wi ll do. 

Most people who have taken o n too 

much fade out gradua ll y. Some suddenly 

screech to a halt . I' ll never forget the morn

ing I had a ca ll from olle of my volunteers. 

The night before. she had received a ca ll 

about one of our p lacements who was in 

trouble. Contrary to our contract, someone 

36 cgmagazlne 

who adopted decided she coulclno longer 

keep the dog and instead of returning him 

to li S, she gave him to an acqua intance. The 

acquaintance tried his beslto accl imate the 

Greyhound to the life of being a farm dog. 

but as we all know, Greyhounds are not cut 

ou t for sleeping in a barn or running loose 

without a fence. This Greyhound was asked 

to do both and even the man knew this wasn 't 

going to work. He called us and saiclthe dog 

needed to go, but felt pretty sure the dog 

would stay 011 his fro nt porch overnight. 

The vo lunteer who took the ca ll imme

diately contacted the person in our group 

nearest the dog. Admittedly, it was 6 p.l11. 

and the dog was an houl' away, but this was 

an emergency. She was stunned when her 

fe llow vo luntee r said that she really didn ' t 

fee l like going. The vo lunteer then called 

another who sa id she had an appointment 

at the hairdresser that she didn ' t want to 

break. Finally. the third call resulted in imme

diate ac tion. Mercifully, nei ther of the two 

who refused to help is still pan of my group. 

What irked me when I heard about it the 

next day was that neither woman apologized 

for her behavior. 

You may think this example of til e need 

for action flies in the fact of my previous 

advice about pacing yourse lf, but it does 

not. To me, Ihis belongs in the "Burned out 

but don't know it" category. The nex t day, 

one ofthe two told me: " I'd have done any

thing in my power not to go out and get that 

dog." Her statement showed an extreme lack 

of self-awareness. If we cannot help an indi

vidual dog in need, how dare we prese nt 

ourselves to the world as humane workers. 

Don't talk the talk if you can' t walk the walk. 

It isn' t fair to your fe llow volunteers, and it 

isn' t fair to the animals. 

1 believe there are many people who are 

in need of a good long rest. It doesn' t have 

to be forever, but it does have to occur with 

SOllle regularity. After all , the root of the word 

"sabbatica l" comes from sabbath , the day 

of rest. If the biblical injunction "Remember 
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Cynthia Branigan has been involved in Greyhound 
adoption efforts for over 15 years. 

the Sabbath day and keep it holy" is good 
enough for God, then I am humble enough 

to give the suggest ion con sideration. 

Perhaps if everyone in an adoption group 

look turns going on sabbatical, o ur adop

ti on effort s would actua ll y increase, not 

decrease. During aliI' time off, we could be 

free to dream up new ways to make our work 

more effecti ve. We could concent rate on our 

own dogs (and famil y and friend s) w ho, 

sadly, are sometimes neglected in our efforls 

to save the world . We could find new delight 

in ordinary living and not feel as if life has 

no meaning because we are not ali t coping 

with an emergency. 

Above a ll , we could re-connec t with our 

original sense of wonder and joy as we hand 

over a dog to a new adopter and send them 

on a new adventure together. Once again, 

we would be reminded of how saving these 

animals helps us save a 1'311 of ourselves . • 

Cylllhia Bmllig(1II is the (III/hoI' oflhe be.\·I *.sellillg 
IJOok Adopling the R:lcing Greyhound (lnd Ihe 
mmnl· I,·illlli llg book The Reign of the Greyhound: 
A Popular History of the Oides l Famil y of Dogs. 
She is Ihefolllulerond PH'.sidl'lIl of Make Pt'ace Willi 
Ani/I/o/s alld is presclIl/y (1/ \\'ork Oil sel'eJ'{// fOrlh
colllillg booksfo/' J-I0l1'(>1I8ook HOII.w'. 



Tales from the Trenches 
Views on Volunteer Burnout 

Asking lor Help 
By Cheryl King 

How does your Greyhound adoption 
group operate? Is it organized and run by a 

cOlllmittee of o ne - YOII? Arc there other 

individuals 0 11 the board , but you fee l if yo If 
don' t do it , it won' t get done? Do you ever 

get tired and wonder what will happen if 
something ever happens to you? Do you ever 
wish someone else would just do something 

- anything , so you can have a litt le lime 

for yourse lf? 

Let me ask another question. Have you 

ever asked for help, or do YOLI find it easier 

just to do it yourself? Yes, I'm talking about 

myse lf. I am a micro-manager. When our 

group was fOfmed, I told the board members 

tha t they could be ns ac tive o r inactive as 

they chose, because I just kllew I could do 

it all myself. I should have known better. 

In March 2002, after seeing my husband 's 

health decline steadily for a couple of wecks, 

I drovc him 10 his doc tor. The doctor sent 

him straight to the hospita l for an emergency 

admiss ion. I was won'ied about my husband. 

I was caring fo r our own Greyhounds (which 

I can do withollt a problem) as we ll as look

ing afte r e ight fos tcr dogs who had come to 

our home earlier that week. Right then and 

there, I kncw this was something I could not 

handle a lonc. 

Driv ing home from the hospital in total 

desperation, I ca lled our group 's secre tary. 

I explained the situat io n and asked her to 

put ou t an APB to all members who might 

be able and will ing to he lp. The response 

was overwhelming. We received offers to 

take fos te rs, not onl y from our localmc l11-

bers. but a lso frolll members in other areas 

of the state and out of state. Within fOllr hours, 

all fosters were either moved or had appoint

ments to be deli vered (Q new foster homes 

the fo llowi ng mo rni ng. Members called 

offerin g their hclp in every poss ible way. 

That weekend, two Show ' \1 Tails were held 

and. for the first time, ne ither I nor my hus

band atl ended. And you know what? The 

group survived withol/f any interru ption in 

service to our membership or the public. 

What did this learning curve teach me? 

I am only one person. I cannot do everything 

by myself. It takes a tribe (Q run our group, 

not just a chief No group can fl ourish with

out willing and able volunteers. I had to leam 

to delegate respons ibil iti es and trust tha t 

those rcsponsibilities wou ld be carried out 

without my intervention. We expanded our 

group's board and r have turned over many 

of my responsibilities 10 other board melll

be l'S and vo lunteers. 
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adoption 
By Cheryl King, Sherry Cotner, 
and lee lavery 

We all know that a group of individuals 

with a common goal, whether it is a Grey

hound adopt ion organi zation or other ac tive 

group, Illust have a leader. What I now realize 

is that the leader can choose to e ither run 

the group by herse lf - asking nothing of 

the members and answering to no o ne but 

herself - or share responsibi lities. Although 

thi s second cho ice can lead to di sag ree

ments, it makes the leader's job easier and 

gets more members invo lved. 

Our group has many Greyhound Adoption 

Refugees, or GARs, wi th in its membership, 

including my husband and I. GARs are indi

viduals who, for whatever reason , worked 

with another group, fe ll out of contentment, 

ex ited and stayed away fro m Greyhound 

adoption for a period, and then eventua lly 
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Does your adoption program have an active board of directors? An organization whose leaders share a common goal and make decisions as a group is less likely to see 
volunteer burnout. Bernie, adopted by Dan and Lauren Emery of North Yarmouth, Me. tAUftENEMERY 

found their way to our group, hoping fo r 

something different. Since most of ourbonrd 

members are GARs themselves, we are famil

iar with the experience. In many cases, the 

individuals had valuable information to otTer, 

but felt that nobody li stened. They offered to 

help, but felt ignored. They asked legitimate 

quest ions, but did not hear sati sfac tory 

answers. Whatever the reason for their di s

satisfaction, they found their way to OUl' group. 

OUI' board has tried to be sensitive to the 

needs of the GARs coming into our group. 

We active ly ask for help, suggestions, and 

feedback. We wan t to find ways to improve 

the organization. We also want to stop bumollt 

before it happens. 

Since our leaming curve, changes to the 

board, and the delegat ion of responsibilities 

I fonnerly shouldered, my husband and I made 

a weekend trip with our daughters last JUlle. 
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In July, the two of us got away for an entire 

week. It was our first vacation in over ten 

years~ At the end of July, I went into the hos

pital fo r some unplanned surge ry. Again , 

our group functi oned without interruption . 

Our board a lso learned that holV volun

teers are treated is what makes the difference 

between staying or going. We implemented 

fi ve points that we fee l make a diffe rence to 

olll' volunteers: 

I. Volunteers and members need to know 

they have ownership in the group, no matter 

how active or inactive they are. 

2. Volunteers and members need to know 

the group 's leadership is a lways there for 

them and would never ask them to do an)'

thing that they wou ld not be willing to do 

themselves. 

3. Vo lunteers and me mbers need to be 

treasured and never taken for granted. Group 
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leaders must realize that vo lunteers are help

ing because they wallt to. not because they 

IWI'e 10 . 

4. Volunteers and members need to hear 

the words please and ,"ank )'0/1. 

5. If an e me rge ncy occurs within the 

group, volunteers and members need to know 

it is a tme emergency and not manufactured. 

S ince the group 's inceptio n, our board 

has concluded that if we treat volunteers and 

members ri ght , they wi ll be there when 

needed. 

Leading as a Group 
By Sherry Cotner 

Many of us who are involved in Grey

hound adoption have experienced burnout , 

or have been very close to it , Ht one time or 

another. Families,jobs, and friends all make 

demands on our time. Next, add the respon-



Greyce, adopted by Marilyn Baumann of Bellevue, Wash. ANDIEWRlZIIAI 

sibility of running an adoption group for a 

breed of dog of which there is a never-ending 

supply. A telephone call at 10:30 p.m. from 
someone who wants to return his Greyhound 

the next day, a dog who has already bounced 

from two previous homes, can just about 
push you over the edge. 

As the person who started theAshevillel 

Greenville, S.c. sa te llite of Greyhound 

Friends of North Carolina (OFNC), I believe 
we have a rather unique way of running our 

group that keeps us from suffering burnout. 

The essence is that no one person is in charge 

- we are all in charge. There are four or fi ve 

of us in the core group who run both loca
tions. Two of us, because we have been 

involved in Greyhound adoption the longest, 

are the contact people for theAshevi lle and 

Greenville areas. Otherwise, we run on a 
fairly democratic basis. Lucki ly, we have 

very few cgo problems among us because 

each of us realizes that not one of us could 

handle the stress of being the sole coordina

tor on a full -time basis - at least, not for very 

long and sti ll maintain our sanity. We also 
are aware of our strengths and weaknesses. 

The organizational types keep track of the 

money and paperwork, while others are bet

ter at handling owners and dogs. We all pur
sue homes, talk to prospective owners, and 

conduct home checks. When we find what 

we think is a good home for onc of the foster 

dogs, we usually consult with at least one 

other member of the core group, just to get 
a second opinion. There have been occa

sions whcn one of li S questioned the suit 

ab ility ofa prospective home, was outvotcd 

by the others, and the placement turned out 
to be wonderfu l. Nobody 's judgment is 

always perfect , so getting additional input 

is necessary. 
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Recently, we decided to divide our mcet
and-greet duties so that none of us wi ll par

ticipate more than once a month. The volun

teer whose tum it is to 11m the meet-and-greet 

is in charge of the group, the other vo lun

teers, and the dogs for that day. This arrange
ment gives LIS more weekend time to devote 

to our private lives. 

Finally, what is espec ially wonderfu l 

about our group (and the key ingredient to 
preventing burnout) is that it is perfect ly 

acceptable for anyone of us to bow out of 

the group's act ivities when our private li ves 

get a little overwhelming or we need some 
down time. As much fun as Greyhollnd 

adoption can be, it can be stressful and dis

heartening at times. Just knowing that we 

have the option of stepping back from the 

group and that none of us shoulders all of 
the responsibility alone has a calming effect. 

We all have taken time off and the group 
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Every busy bee needs to take a little down time 10 avoid burnout. Shelby Monster, adopted by Laurie Conroy of Plum, Pa. 

continues to function smoothly. When we 're 

ready to get bnck to adoption work, we just 

rejoin and pick up where we left off. Being 

able to do that requires a cel1ain level of tlllSI 

among the members and helps to ensure thnt 

we all have the commitlllent 10 keep the 

group going. 

Because we have no tit les or job descrip. 

tiOIl S, our way of functioning Illay seem a 

bit puzzling to some people. But it works 

for us. During our years of operating in this 

fashion, l th illk we have done a fairly good 

job of moving large numbers of dogs out of 

the Oak Ridge GFNC adoption kennel. 

Taking Time Oul 
By Lee Lavery 

Anyone who puts heart and soul into 

Greyhound rescue and adoption will rapidly 

di scoverthat it is a wonderful , lifc·a ltering 

experience. The one thing people seem to 

forgcl, however. is that life·a Jtering experi· 

ences are often very stressful and emotional. 
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Those who do not consider their emotional 

well ·being will se ldom be consistently suc· 

cessful for any length of time in anything 

they undertake - including Greyhound res

cue and adoption. 

I adopted my first Greyhound, Hawk, in 

February of 1994 and became heavil y 

involved in rescue and adop tion a lmost 

immediately. By Oetober of 1994, I had 

ado pted fi ve G reyhounds .md was doing 

meet-and-greets, adoption interviews, and 

placements. I was also dealing with veteri 

narinns, tracks, tminers, foster fami lies, and 

the media. I was still prett y green, but I was 

hav ing a ball ! I knew I would always be 

involved in Greyhound rescue and adoption 

and that I would always love what I was 

doing. As I said , I was prelly green and didn' t 

understand how qu ickly greell can become 

jaded. 

There are few things a Greyhound can 

and wi ll do to hu rt your fee lings and break 

your heart. Human beings, unfortunately, 

spring 2003 

do it allthe time as I learned ea rl y on in my 

"ndoption career." I have a fee ling that Illost, 

if not a ll , rescue and adoption people wi ll 

agree that it ' s never the dogs - it 's always 

the people and the lack of ti me and energy 

that cause problems. Egos get in the way of 

the task at hand; tempers flare and soo n, the 

original goals become lost in a sea of see 111-

ingly trivial nrguments and power struggles. 

Everybody wants to be the boss, but not 

everyone is willing to ge t o ut into the 

trenches and work. And if that's not enough 

to make you \Ya ntto pull your hair out , ,ldd 

in all the times you have to say I/O to dogs 

because you don ' t have room in your pro

gram for them; all the times you spend an 

entire weekend gClling just the right dog for 

a famil y and they call you two days la ter to 

pick lip the dog because it ate the bo logna 

sandwich they left sitting on the coffee table; 

all the times somcone relUl1lcd an II year-old 

dog because they 've had a change of li festyle 

or th ey were downsizin g: all the times 



you've spent hours, days, or weeks looking 
for a loose dog because little Johnny forgot 
to close the gate. And, just to make it inter
es ting, add to this crazy mix the constant 
running, phone calls, and the pager that sits 
on your hip 24 hours a day in case of emer
gencies! It 's enough to make you want 10 
quit - and I almost did. 

After more than seven years of living and 
breathing Greyhound rescue and adoption, 
it finally got to me. In November of200 I I 
called Terry (my partner in crime) and said, 
"I've had enough, I want out." I meant it. 
This was not like the three million other times 
I had ranted and raved and said "I quit." This 
was di fferent - I was burned out. No matter 
how much the dogs meant to me, I couldn ' t 
take the arguments, the back-biting, the 
meals-on-wheels four and five nights a 
week, the never-ending struggle to balance 
Greyhounds and fan.lily (and family always 
got the short end of the stick), and the emo
tional roller coaster that we in the business 
constantly ride. Fortunately, a wise and very 
dear friend suggested that I take a sabbatical 
before I made a decision I might not only 
regret , but one I might not be able to change 
later. I decided I would take off the months 
of December and January since that, histor
ically, had been our slowest time of the year. 

While I did not completely remove 
myself du ring that time, I did step back from 
a lot of the stresses that had been making 
my life a living hell. I maintained contact 
wi th the board of directors and the adopt ion 
coordinators, but I did not involve myself 
in the day-to-day operations of the group. 
As Terry put it , I "handed over the crown 
and scepter" for a couple of months and took 
a "back seat." I did not work mcet-and-greets. 
I did not do interviews and placements. I had 
very little contact with any of our adopt ing 
families. I let someone else handle the prob
lems, the complaints. the returns, and the 
routine responsib ilities associated with lead
ing an adoption group. In essence, I became 
a consultant for the group . I advised the 

Taking time to relax is important. 

adoption coordinators on behavioral prob
lems with the dogs, I offered suggest ions as 
to wh ich dogs would fit best into which 
homes and I did stay in contact with our vet
erinarians and our regular suppliers of dogs. 

During my sabbatical I learned how 10 
take care of myself. I read, I wrote, I cleaned 
my house! I learned that it is okay to ignore 
the phone sometimes. Ileamed that it is okay 
to be selfish with your time. I learned that 
going out to lunch with a non-Greyhound 
friend often gives you a different perspective 
on li fe. I learned to listen to the heaven-sent 
messages I had been ignoring for a very long 
time. I learned that there should and can be 
balance to life in the rescue and adopt ion 
business as long as you don't get sucked into 
that "I can do it all" milldset. I learned that 
I couldn ' t do it all - at least, not all by 
myself, as I had been trying to do for so many 
years. Ileamed to ask for help. I learned that 
if I wanted to continue to help the Grey
hounds, l had to help myselffirsl. 

Because I listened to someone else who 
really did have my best interests at heart, I am 
still here. I am still pass ionate about the 
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breed and the work I love so much. Listening 
was something for which I allowed no time 
before my sabbatical; that fJaw almost 
became my undoing. Now, I take time for 
my family and myself. I spend time with 
those old and dear friends I had before I had 
Greyhou nds. I take time to read a book, 
watch a chick flick, and listen for the mes
sages that come from people and places that 
I didn't hear when I was so busy trying to 
do everything myself. 

Greyhound rescue and adopt ion is an 
extremely large and irnportant part of who 
I am. If I weren't involved, there would be 
a tremendous void in my life. I almost lost 
this wonderful gi ft , but just in time I learned 
to listen, to al low others to help me and to 
realize that I couldn 't and didn't need todo 
it all. Had J not stepped back and listened, 
I truly believe I would not be involved in 
Greyhound rescue and adoption today . • 

Cheryl Killg is p,.esidell/ of Hea r, of Te:ms Grey
houlld Adoptioll ill Sail AII/ol/io, Tex. Shel"l)' C01l1e1" 
is the Asheville represcmatil'c for Greyhoulld Friellds 
of No,.,h Carolil/(I. Lee wvelY works with Grey
hOlllld Guardialls, Illc. illllo,.,hwes/I"diol/(l. 
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safety 
By Michael McCann 

Finding Your Lost Greyhound 

Finding a lost Greyhound is a 101 more challenging than just reading the signs. 

Okay, you 've lost him. He slipped hi s 

collar or ran out of the open gate. He was 

spooked by lightning and jumped the back 
fence. You dropped the leash, or )louie! him 

11.111 off lead, he saw a squilTcl , and suddenly 

he was gone. It doesn' t really matter now, 

What matlers are the steps you take to get 

him back. He's olilihere, and he's depending 
on you to fi nd him. He's lost, and he can' t 

find hi s way home. 
It 's been a couple afhours now. You 've 

scoured the neighborhood, and YOli are 

hoping to see him in every yard and arou nd 

every corner. But you are beginning to real
ize that you can' t find him. Here's what you 
have to do. 

Cbange your mil/dsel. Thi s is the 1110st 
important step, and the most difficult. Stop 
check.jng evelY street and backyard yourself, 
and stal1 recruiting an army to do it for YOll . 
Most Greyhounds are found within a mile 
or two of where they were last seen, but a 
two-mile radius is nearly 13 square miles; 
an aren nearl y imposs ible to search ade-
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quately alone. Stop looking for your dog, 
and Simi look.j ng for people. Everything that 
follows depends on it. With every hour that 
goes by, your chances of findin g your dog 
yourself diminish. YOLI must find someone 
who has seen your dog. In order to establish 
a sighting, you need help. Ask for help from 

everyone you know: friends, co-workers, 
adoption group volunteers, and your son 's 
Cub Scout pack. Don' t wai t until t0Il10ITOW. 
Doitnow. 

Gelille H'ord 0111. Whether YOll have help 
or not, you've got to get the word out about 
your lost dog. While you and your volunteers 
are searching, post Oyers all every available 
telephone pole, in every supermarket, drug
store, school, church, police station, nnimal 
clinic, and every other public place in the 
area. The fl yers don ' t have to be fancy, but 
ge t them printed all the loudest, gaudiest 
paper available. An effective fl ye r should 
bear the words: LOST GREY HOUND - IF 
SIGHTED, PLEASE CALL (555) 555-5555. 
A silhouette of a runn ing Greyhound is an 
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effective attention-grabber. Print 500 fl yers 
to start. You may need more. Satlll'ate the 
area so thoroughly with flyers that you can' t 
turn around without seeing one. Do not 
expand your search area unti l you've totally 
covered the area where he was last seen. 

Knock 0 11 doors and talk to everyone you 
see: the mail caiTier, the UPS driver, the local 
landscaper. Any of these people may see 
your dog. If they do, they won ' t just think 
he's a dog on his way home. Now they will 
know that he is lost. Give a Oyer to every 
one of these people. 

Schools are a great resource for se..·lI'ch help. 
Ask the principal to make announcements 
about the lost dog. Leave flyers for distri 
bution, and post them all bu lletin boards. 
Kids see everything in the neighborhood; 
they will ignore dogs running around un less 
you ask them to look. ffyou hand a fl yer to 
one kid , five more wi ll have seen it by the 
end of the day. Don't ignore the little kids , 
either. They tell their folk s everything. 

LOST 
GREYHOUND 

Call 
781·555·5068 

or 
508·555·5969 

A clear, simple flyer is the most effective. 
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A Greyhound in a pile of leaves may be difficult to sPO!. Abby, adopted by Paula and Bob Connor of Peoria, III. 

Call every veterinar ian's office, animal 
control officer, and police depal1ment within 
two or three miles from where your Grey
hound was last seen. Follow lip with a flyer, 

or several. Faxing them will save you time, 
but it is imp0l1ant that people see YOIl , rather 
thanjust a piece of paper. If you show people 
howconccmed YOli are, they wi ll want to help 

you. DOIl ' Ljusl ca ll them once. Call1hcm 
every few days and, in the case of the police, 
during every shift . Make Slire everyone 
knows about your dog. 

Run ads in the local newspapers. While 
you're at it , talk to a reporter and see ifhe' ll 
run a local interest story on the lost Grey
hound. Local radio and television stations 
may run the story on a slow news night. 
Local public access television stations often 
wi ll run your lost dog ad for free. 

Check your local animal shelters every 
few days, in person. It is amazing that many 
folks who work in these places don' t know 
dog breeds. Your Greyhound could be hang
ing out at a local shelter, up for adoption , 

because thc staff thinks he's a Whippet or a 
Doberman mi x. 

Contact your local Department of Public 
Works or Highway Department. Sadly, they 
often wi ll pick lip an animal's body from 
the road. If there is no identification, the 
owner will never know. Collars often fall 
offwhcn a dog is loose or struck by a car. 

Gel the fOo ls ),011 lIeed, alld lise them. 

Print maps of your area to give to the search 
volullteers. Note the areas that have been 
well posted. Set up a grid to divide the search 
location, and send a team to each grid area. 
Equip them with heavy-duty staple guns so 
they can hang your fl yers on telephone 
poles. Cell phones or walk ie- talkies are 
invaluable so that you can keep in touch with 
your search teams and immediately redirect 
them in the event of a sighting. 

Make sure that someone is always ava il 
able to answer the telephone number listed 
on the nyer. You don ' t want people calling, 
then hanging up because they got a message 
machine. 
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Do IIOt assume anything. Do not ass lime 
that your Greyhound has been picked up. 
Falling into this trap is easy: "There have 
been no sightings, so someone must have 
picked lip my dog." Greyhounds are notori 
ous fo r disappearing frolll view. A person 
can walk right by a brindle Greyhound lay
ing in a pi le of leaves and never even see him. 
A Greyhound can go for months or even years 
without being found, because people assume 
that the dog has been picked up or is dead. 

Do not assume that the call you received 
about a dog five miles away is aboul your 
dog. Follow lip on it , but when you start 
receiving calis, ask questions: What color 
was the dog you saw? How big? Which way 
was it heading? Have you ever seen it 
before? You don' t want to desert your search 
area only to learn that someone called you 
about their neighbor's Beagle. Think of these 
fal se leads as a positive sign. They mean 
that your efforts are working; people are 
looking out for your dog. It 's just that they 
do not know the different beLween a Grey
hound and a Jack Russell Terri er. 

Do 11 0 1 give up hope. A few days or a 
week of searching can be discouraging. A 
lack ofsight ings or reports can be tough on 
a positive attitude. Remember that your 
Greyhound is still out there. Someone has 
seen him. All you have to do is find that per
SOil . It 's natural to start thinking the worst. 
However, Greyhounds may not be street
savvy, but they are survivors. Keep looking, 
Don ' t give lip. Your Greyhound is count ing 
on you . • 

Michael McCa11ll has, ill Ill e Jew several years. 
helped Greyhoulld Friends ofHopkillfon, Mass.fil1d 
and calJlllre ol'er Iwelll)' losl Greyhollnds. Olle of 
his c(lplures lI'as Effie, a shy, sfJooky fosrerdog, who 
slipped a coll(U' II'hile he was walking her: "1111'(ls 
Effie who made me underSTOl/d Ihe JntSfrfllio l1 oj 
losillg a dog, al/(I,hell II}ill8 10 [oul he': I f look /IS 
fo ur days 10 find and capfllre Effie, and since f"(If 
lime. I c(1II 'I lei (I call for help willi a lo.Sf dog go 
/fIWII.m·ered." ""lie/wei fiFes olllside oj 80slOI/ with 
his wife JOOII, and Ihree relired m eers, Willoll\ Steel); 
al1d 8ame)" 'he Gilosl of Southbridge. 8(1l'11e), spel/l 
(III emire year fil'illg ill Ille wihl before Michael cap
rwed him. 
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safety 
By Michael McCann 

Cherokee, Lost and Found 

Search parties looking to capture lost Greyhounds usually travel with their own. Greyhounds enjoy the company of their own kind and are often drawn out by the presence of others. 

It was a typica l autulllll afte rnoon in 
Massachusetts, windy and raw, Judy Lewis 
had just let two of her Greyhounds, Patty and 
Cherokee, into the backyard. They sniffed 

around the fcn ce·line and did their normal 
routine. That is, until they came to the gale. 

Judy, engrossed in her household chores. 
did n ' t not ice the ir absence ri ght away. 

Whcllihey didn ' t come to the back door, as 

was Iheirclislom, she called for them, expect
ing their usual enthusiasti c return . Puzzled , 

she went into the yard, and di scovered the 

gate had becn blown open by strong winds. 
Panicked, Judy rushed to the street to look 
for her babies. Patty, the shy one, came run
ning back immediately. Cherokee, the advcll
turous one, was nowhere 10 be found . 
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It was late afte rnoon and nearly dark . 
Judy leashed Cassie, her first Greyhound, 
and walked the neighborhood unt il it was 
too dark to see. She retu rned home and 
started making call s. 

Judy and Peter Lewis are not new to 
Greyhou llds. They have had Greyhounds for 
years, and they have always been extremely 
careful. For the lirst time ever, one of their 
Greyhounds was loose. He was depending 
011 them to find him. They knew he probably 
would not find his own way home. 

One of Judy's first calls was to a fellow 
Greyhound owner, Laurie Aus tin. Laurie 
and Peler slowly drove around the area after 
dnrk, in hopes of findin g Cherokee. Mean
whi le, Judy stayed home to call for more 
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volunteers. She called all the local Grey
hound adoption agencies and everyone she 
knew who owned a Greyhound. She had a 
friend post a lost dog message to the Grey
hound List and Greyhound Rescue List on 
the inlemel. When il gOlloo laic to cal l, she 
staned making fl yers so they would be ready 
to post early the next morning. 

By Sunday, Judy was becomjng frant ic. 
No one had seen Cherokee since the previ
ous aftemooll. She called all the local animal 
control officers and velerinary hospitals. lau
rie Austin drove around the neighborhood. 
Peter slm1ed distributing flyers. Louise Cole
man from Greyhound Friends aITanged for 
search volunteers to come and help. Every
one began walking the neighborhood and 



An open gate is an invitation to the typical Greyhound. 

wooded areas with their Greyhounds, posting 
Dyers on every telephone pole. They told 
evelyone they saw about the lost Greyhound. 

By Sunday evening, although Cherokee 
had not been seen by any of the volunteers, 
Judy got her first report of a sighting. A 
woman telephoned to say that she had seen 
Cherokee in her yard that morning, about a 
mile from the Lewis home. She saw a fl yer 
on a telephone pole hOLlrs later and called 
the number. Judy immedi ately went to 
search the area, posting more fl yers. At last, 
they had a dircction in which to search. 

But it was getting dark again , and it 
began to ra in. Judy and the volunteers ended 
the day without finding Cherokee. 

By Monday afternoon, volunteers had 

posted over 250 flyers in the area. Driving 
wind and ra in had taken down many of the 
fl yers, and replacing them was a fmstrating 
exercisc. But they were working. More calls 
came in, all from the same ru-ea. All the callers 
reported seeing Cherokee on Saturday night, 
just down the road from the Lewis home. 

Inevitably, fal se sightings also started 
coming in. Peter and Judy staJ1ed to question 
each caller about the dog that they had seen. 

It went like that for a week. Every day, 
Judy, Peter. and the volullteers doggedly 
papered the area with posters. A few people 
reported seeing a similar looking dog. but 
weren ' t sure. Judy, a teacher, made announce
mcnts at her school about her lost Greyhound. 
Other local schools received fl yers and made 
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annOUllcements. Louise Coleman alTanged 
for an article about Cherokee to appcar in 
the locaillewspaper. Days went by without 
a solid lead. 

On Friday, a woman pulled her car over 
as a volunteer was putting up a poster. She 
told him that she had definitely seen Cherokee, 
over five miles away, ac ross several busy 
roads, running from everyone. 

At thai point , the focus of the search 
changed. Everyone headed to the new area 
and started the whole routine over again, 
posling fl yers, talking to everyone. Some 
folks in the mea had seen a loose dog but 
didn ' t think it looked like a Greyhound . 
The rain continued to fall , and the volun
teers became discouraged. 
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ordeal was over. He jumped up enthusias

ticall y, wagging and wiggling all the way 

to the car. 

Judy says Cherokee is more clingy than 

lI sual these days, He is not qu ite as adven

turous as he lI sed to be. And new locks are 

installed on the Lewises ' gates, • 

Michael McC(l1i1/ 1/(/5. illihe lasl !iel'emlyt'(U's, helped 
Greyhol/ud Friends of NopkilllOIl. M(u.f, find (/lui 
cal)llIre Ol'a/ll'ellly /051 Greyhollluk Dlle oJllis cap
II/re.f 11'(15 E.Die. a sh)\ .fJ)(}()J..),/oslel'(log. 11'//O!)/ippecl 
a col/ar\\'hile he I\'(lS walkillg he!: " If \\'(15 Effie II'ho 
made lIIe IIlIderstalld IheJrtlSfmlioll oJlosil1g (I (log. 
(///(Ilhellll)'illg loftlld lIe l: It lOok IlsJo/lr d(lYs Ioftlld 
alld capwre Effie. a//(I .fillee Ihallime, I ('(//I'llef a 
mllJor hell) lI'illl (i iosl dog go wW/l.fll'en'd." Micl/ael 
Iil'es Ollis ide of 80S 1011 wilh his wife JO(II/ , and II/ree 
relired meers, IVilloll', Sleely, and Barney, Ihe Ghosl 
of SOlllhbridge. /Jamey spelll (1/1 el1lire y('(/ r/i l'iIl8 
ill II,e lI'ild before Michael capll/l'l!tlltim, 

There's no place like home. Shannon Lorenz of Mesa, Ariz., with Greyhounds Jeffrey and Lexie Ann, and Lurcher Phoebe. 

Saturday morning brought more volun

teers and more hope. Diane Henning from 

Greyhound Rescue of New England, her 

daughter Michelle, and her son Brian came 

and searched the new sighting area. Just in 

case it was a fal se lead, other vo lunteers 

were divided be tween the original search 

area and (he new one. 

At 10:30 a.I11., aca ll came in. A little girl 

saw a dog in her backyard. She had seen the 

flyers, so she told her mother. Her 11101111llade 

the call. Judy reached the search volunteers 

on their cel l phones, and everyone converged 

011 the little girl's home, just two hundred 

ya rds from the last confi rmed sighting a 

week earlier. 

Sure enoug h, behind the lillIe gi rl 's 

house, a mile fromlhe Lewis home, Cherokee 

huddled, shivering in fear. Armed with a bag 

of hot dogs, vo lunteer Barbara Redmond 

slowly approached Cherokee. He gobbled 

up the offering, but seemed frightened and 

ready to run. Peter arrived, and he slowly 

approached Cherokee with a gentle vo ice. 

Cherokee wagged hi s tailmcekly. He let 

Peter approac h and put a leash o n him , 

Suddenl y, Cherokee seemed to reali ze his 
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Bucky, adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Burr of Gregory, Mich. 
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think piece 
By Sue Ross 

Should Your Adoption Group Charge a Deposit? 
Several adoption groups, including the 

one for which I volunteer, have begun to 

require a deposit at the lime a potential 

ado pte r submi ts an appl ication. While th is 

process may not work for all groups, for 
those that have implemented a depos it 

requirement , the benefi ts have been readily 

ev ident. 

The group I am w ith now cha rges a 

$50 .00 deposit with the submission of the 

app lication. Before we accept appl ications, 

we talk extensively w ith potential adopters. 

We make sure they have researched Grey

hounds as a breed and have spent time with 

the m . We di scuss a w ide range of issues, 

inc luding med ical needs , future costs, 

d ie tary CDllcems, acti vity leve l, and so forth . 

We ask a lot of questions. We answer a 101 of 
questions. We make sure we are comfort
able with the potential applicant 's commit
mcntlo conlinuc with the adoption process. 
Once collected, the deposit is applied to, 
and is part of, the final adoption fee. It is not 
refundable unless the applicant is declined. 
I suppose it could be considered a down pay
ment of sorts. 

The deposit is a measure of the commit
ment of the applicant. We spend a lot of time 
with potential app licants - communicating 
by telephone and e-mail , interacting at mcct
and-greets, and making home visits. People 
who know they want a dog make a concerted 
effort to leal11ll1ore abollt the breed in which 
they are interested. 

There are some people who are not sure 
if they want a dog. They ask a lot of good 
questions, but they aren't willing to commit. 
These are the people who are reluctant to 
pay the deposit required with our appl ication. 
We are happy to answer their questions and 
help thcl11l11ake an educated decision , but a 
good adoption representative will not attempt 
to convince them that they wanl a dog. 

Royal Hounds volunteers host a meet-and-greet. Barry Miller, Wayne Stewart, and Kathy Isaksen with (L·R) 
Chiquita, Baron, Rasca l. and Autumn. SUE lOSS 

I have personally conducted a home visit, 
only to find that the applicant was not being 
entirely honest. The lady ofthe house really 
did not want a dog at all. When we asked for 
the deposit , she came clean and admitted that 
she was just going th rough the motions to 
make her family happy. TI,ey did not get a dog. 

I consider that particular evening a waste 
of time - time that I could have spent pro
moting adoption in other ways, or enjoying 
my famil y and my own dogs. If these pros
pects had been asked to pay the deposit at 
the time of application, they never would 
have scheduled a home visit. 

Our representatives are not paid for their 
time or services. Their time is precious. The 
time spent wi th applicants who are not com
mitted, or are only mildly interested, is time 
lost. Most of our volunteers have full -time 
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jobs, families, and dogs of their own, so any 
time they are able to use for adoption pur
poses should be time well spent. 

Frivolous applicants needlessly consume 
volunteer time in a number of ways. Here 
are a few examples: 

People ge t caught lip ill the momellt. 

They submit an application, and when we 
contact them later in the week, they don ' t 
remember that they have done so. They really 
didn ' t intend to get a dog at all. 

People aSSlIme others are 011 board. We 
have called applicants only to find that the 
spouse, roommate, or parent was unaware of 
the application and is opposed to getting adog. 

People apply to be polite. They fi ll out 
applications that are sitting on the table at 
meet-and-greets because they do not want to 
appear rude after asking so many questions. 
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People back 0111 at the last minute. Some 

go through the whole adoption process, then 

back o ut right before taking the dog. (Of 

course, it is fa r better for an ambiva lent 

adopter to back out before taking the dog 

than after. ) For groups with many available 

dogs and foster homes, last-minute changes 

of heart may be easy to accommodate. For 

groups with limited faciliti es for holding 

dogs, and for those that ob tain , vet, and 

transport dogs (often at considerable cost) as 

applications are received, incurring up-front 

costs without receivi ng the offsetti ng adop

tion fees - and having ex tra dogs to care 

for - can create a significant financial burdell. 

Requiring a deposit has greatly reduced 

the Ilumberofflivolous applicants, thus allow

ing us more lime with serious applicants. 

Unleashed! 

She ri ses upon the wings of speed, 

Soaring across the ri sing ki ss of Terra's lips. 

There she ri vals the rllsh of the Wind 's race, 

Roaring in her ears as she outstrips its cast. 

Staccato beats of nai ls against hard earlh , 

I am not say ing that time spent with poten

ti a l applicants is a waste. Everyone has to 

leam somewhere. The persoll inqu iring may 

not be ready to adopt today, but perhaps there 

is a Greyhound in their future. If they do their 

research and wait until the time is right, they 

wi ll provide a great home for that dog. 

Commitment is key to the success of any 

adoption . Asking applicants to demonstrate 

their level of comm itment by paying a por

tion of their intended dog's adoption fee lip 

front is not a bad thing. I cannot recall a sin

gle time that a selious adopter balked at pay

ing the deposit once they understood that it 

would be applied to their final adoption fee. 

Collecting the fee also lets the adopter know 

that we are committed to finding the bes t 

dog for them. 

Counter-played to the song of a beating heart of Fire! 

Turn now, and there! The most favour'd in her gaze, 

Sides heaving in great breaths, she stops before her Master. 

Si lent eyes speak in wonder for he too has flown , 

In the running of his friend and companion. 

And so it was so long ago, and so it shall be now, 

As it has been for all the Ages of Man, 

The Arrow of Artemis, the Greyhound. 

Patrick 1. Cuccurello 

Quinlan, Tex. 

I am thankful forthe added edge that the 

deposit requirement gives us. Our retum rate 

is lower than before we implemented the 

req uirement. Our adopters are more infonned 

before their dog arrives. They are more 

aware of the challenges that they face and 

are ready to move forward and embrace that 

challenge. 

Most adoption groups are 100 percent 

cOlllmitted to the dog. The adopter should 

be as well. • 

SlIe Ross Ih·es lI"ilh "er jtllllily tllIll g reyholll/ds ill 
I\'lI.\"hillgfOll Slare, I\ ·here she is {/ Boa rd Member oj 
Royal HOlI/llls Greyhoulld Adop,ioll (11'11'11'.1"0)"(11· 
hO/IJuls.OIg). She is also OIl"IIerojSilk Road Col/ars 
(www.silklV(I{lcoffar.~.colII). I\ 'hieh has helped raise 
IIWIIStlllds oj lJollarsjor Greyhoulld resClle sil1ce ils 
illceplioll ill 1998. 

Elmo, adopted by Karen Acres of Orland Hills, III. 
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special feature 
By Marc and Jen FJenar 
and Meredith Holde rbaum 

Love Me - Love My Greyhound 
III the sprillg. (/ yO lll/g mal/ 's/alley lightly 

tfIms 10 lho/lgh,s of love. 

- Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

RODoa.' 
- Greyhound 

III the spirit a/ the season, Greyhound 
owners share with liS the stories a/how their 

dogs led them to filld love airhe Illio-footed 

variety. 

Two Become One 
By Marc and Jen Flenar 

Webster's Dictiollary defines hope as a 
fee ling that what is wanted is likely to hap

pen , ordesirc accompanied by expectat ion. 
Believe me, hope is that and much, much 
more. This is a true story of how a little Grey
hound, fittingly named, brought joy and hap
piness to two very unexpecling people. How 
do we know this is a true story? Because we 
are the people to whom she brought slich joy 
and hope. As is always the case, there are 
two sides to every story, so we've taken the 
liberty of tell ing our stories separately. 

Jen's Side of the Story 
Hope's SIOry began long before she ever 

entered my li fe. Though I had been a single 
parent for a long time, I was still afraid to 
live on my own. One day I mel Mark and 
Linda Traylor, fellow volunteers for our local 
high school marching band . I confided in 
them my fear of living alone and how I wanted 
a "big dog that looked scary but wasn' t " 
Mark 's response: "Have I got the dog for 
you!" The dog of which he spoke was a 2 
year- old brindle Greyhound named Cherry. 
After going 10 their home to meet Cherry 
and the Traylors' four other Greyhounds, 
I fe ll in love with Cherry's bubbling per
sonali ly. She was such a goofy little girl. 
She played and ta lked and was full of life. 

Hope at home. Note the "ling" on the thild toe of her left paw .. . was it a sign? 

Needless to say, I had to have her. On 
October 3, 200 I I adopted Cherry, my first 
Greyhound. 

We had loads of fun at first, but it didn ' t 
lake long for me to realize that she missed 
the company of other Greyhounds. I decided 
she necded a playmate. Through Ihe won
ders of the Internet, an e-mail plea went out 
to find the perfect companion for Cherry. 
Once again, Mark and Linda Traylor camc 
to the rescue. Linda suggested I adopt a lillie 
black female Greyhound Ihat was being fos
tered nearby. Her name was Hope. 

More e-mail new back and forth as we 
planned for a visit fro m Hope. Her foster 
dad, a Illan named Marc Flenar, lived only 
20 miles away from me. He volunteered to 
bring her to my hOllse on November 3rd. 
Dog or no dog, I was afraid to be alone in 
my house with a strange mall . Sure. we had 
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exchanged e-mail severa l times, but I'd 
heard many horror stories of meeting peo
ple over the Internet. I asked the Traylors 
to come over that day, too. As an excuse, 
I told them that I wa nted them to meet 
Hope in person. 

As luck - or fate - would have ii , Marc 
arrived with Hope before the Traylors did. 
r met Marc and Hope outside- ifhe was a 
psycho, best not to let him into my house. 
All my fears disappeared inunediately when 
I mel Marc. He came walking around the 
corner of my house wi th Hope, and I was 
taken in by both of them. I felt at ease and 
invited him into the house. We were alone 
for a bit before Mark and Linda arrived and 
we engaged in Greyhound conversation . 
Once we determined Cherry and Hope 
would be good friends, Mark and Linda left 
without us notic ing. Later, Linda told me 
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Marc and Jen Flenar and family at home. 

what Mark said to her: "Those two should 
get together." Little did we know where our 
paths would lead us. Marc and Hope stayed 
1110St of the day. We laughed and talked and 
laughed some more. It was nice to have him 
there with me. 

Since Hope and Cherry had become 
such qu ick fri ends. we decided that Marc 
would come back the nex t day and bring 
Hope to her new forever home. I was sad after 
they left for the day. 1 missed both of them. I 

mi ssed Hope's loving, dark eyes, Marc's 
fri endly smile, and our easy conversation. 

The next day, Marc returned with Hope. 
He had planned to stay oniy long enough to 
get Hope settled in, but instead stayed for a 
very long time. 

Hope was a project, to say the least. She 
was afraid of everyone and everything. 
Being new to Greyhound ownership, I relied 
0 11 Marc's advice. We exchanged e-mail 
almost dail y. With his help and encourage
ment, Hope progressed by leaps and bounds. 
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November 20, 200 I was another day that 
changed my life forever. That day, I com
posed an e-mail message to one of l11 y 
fri end s, telling her about my upcoming 
Christmas party and how I was too afraid to 
ask anyone to go with me. Instead of sending 
it to my fri end, I sent it to Marc by mistake. 
I received a return e-mail from Marc that 
simply said: "Hey Jen, I think you sent this 
to the wrong person unless it 's a subtle hint 
about your party." 

My Christmas party was our first "offi
cial" date. The ni ght was perfec t. He was 
perfec t. We continued to e- mail each other 
dail y, but I didn 't see Marc again until I went 
on a GUR (Greyhound Underground Rail
road) run to pick up my third Greyhound , 
Craven. We spent the entire day in the cal' 
laughing and talking and gelling to know 
each other. Our fri endship conti nued to 
deepen as he offered help and advice with 
my grow ing Greyhound fa mily. Since he 
had been involved wi th Greyhounds for 
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more than 10 years and had three of his own 
- plus a foster- I fi gured he knew what he 
was talking about. 

Over timc, we started to rea lize just how 
special our relationship had become and how 
much we cared for each other. On February 
6, 2002, Marc took my hand, looked in my 
eyes, and said: "Jen, will you marry l11e?" 

On September 27, 2002, a liI' two Grey
hound famili es became one. Our famil y 
consists of Marc and myself, my daughter 
Jessica, my Greyhounds Cherry, Hope, and 
Craven, Ma rc's Greyhounds Lena, King, 
and Jag, and his cats. Rocket and Tia. What 
a crew! 

Marc to ld me today that he loved me 
almosl from the moment he met me and he' ll 
love me until he takes his last breath. Marc 
brought Hope the Greyhound into Illy life, 
but he also brought " ope into my life. 

Marc's Side of the Story 
That's Jell 's side of the story. I' ll have a 

difficult time topping it , but here goes. 
I' m not very good at remembering spe

ci fic dates or times, or even the exact things 
that were said along the way. I do remember 
the chain of events that led to our famil ies 
becoming one. 

I remember meeting Jen for the first time. 
Although I was there on "official" Greyhound 
business, I couldn 't help liking her. We talked 
as though we'd known each other all our 
lives. We discovercd almost from the begin
ning that we had many cOlllmon interes ts 
outside of our love for this magnificent breed 
of dog. I remember how she sat and listened 
to me ramble on and on about my Greyhounds 
and how wonderful they were. When I tried 
to explain how they were my famil y and how 
much I loved them she seemed to under
stand. That was something no one had done 
before - understanding how much I cared 
for my canine companions. A woman told 
me once that if not for my dogs, I'd be a 
good catch. Jennifer was di fferent ; yes, she 
sure was. 



A blended family. Front, left to right: Lena, King, Craven, and Jag. Back: Cherry and Hope. 

I still remember the day I received an 
e-mai l message from Jen about her Christ
mas party. It was written to someone else, 
but it came to me by mistake. I wasn ' t sure 
what to do, so I sent her a reply and told her 
I'd received it in error unless it was her way 
of asking me to the party. I st ill laugh when 
I think about it. Our first "official " date was 
a Christmas party at the Holiday Inn. That 
will be a story to tell our grandchildren. 

Another day that I remember clearly was 
when Jen and I went to pick up her then
foster dog, Craven. We spent the entire day 
together, driving more than 400 miles in 
cold, rainy weather. It was a miserable day 
outside. but it was a glorious day inside that 
little car as we got to know each other bet
ter. The look of amazement on her face when 
she saw how big Craven was still makes me 
smile. He was (and still is) a rather large 
Greyhound , and stu ffi ng him in the back 
seat of her car was quite the challenge. Look
ing back, I think that was the day I realized 
how much I was beginning to like this wOlmm. 

Our re lat ionship progressed over the next 
few months and on February 6, I asked Jen 
to marry me. Thankfully, she said yes. I can 
only imagine how stupid I'd have felt had 

she turned me down. We set the wedd ing 
plans in Illa tion, and decided that sooner 
would be beller than later. Not once did I 
ever second-guess my decision to pop the 
question. My love for Jen only grew stronger 
each and every day and continues to do so. 

On September 27, we exchanged vows 
and brought our two families together. It was 
the happiest day of my life to date. Jen and 
I, her daughter Jessica, six Greyhounds and 
two cats all li ve together with a minimulll of 
problems. As we can both attest, this is not 
something for the faint of heart. We've had 
some days we'd both like to forget, but the 
positive things far outweigh any little blimps 
in the roae\. Without those, life would be dull , 
and life at our house is anything but that. 

A ll of this happened because of the little 

fos ter dog, Hope. My love for Jen grows 
each day, and each day is a new adventure; 
an adventure I can' t imagine being without. 

That's our little love story. 

Tuxes and Tails 
By Meredith Holderbaum 

They posed for pictures with the bride 
and groom, looking sleek and elegant in their 
most formal gn rb. One kept turning around, 
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displaying his posterior to the camera, whi le 
the other leaned heavily against the bride. 
They tried to remain on their bes t behavior. 
(When you're forced to stand still amidst a 
host of new sights and scents, it 's hard not 
to fidget.) The tangled leashes or fur left 

absentmindedly on the groomsmen's pants 
didn ' t matter because Ringo and Stretch 
were welcome guests at the wedding. After 
all , Greyhounds had led the bride and groom 
to each other. Why shouldn't they be indulged 

as slightly eccentric guests? 

Past 
In the autumn of 1996, only a few months 

after I adopted my fi rst Greyhound, I attended 
the second annual Dewey Beach gathering. 
In hopes of cultivating a Greyhound com
munity in New England, I began to pay more 
attention to Greyhound-L, the online dis
cussion li st. Friends with less subtle ideas 
were certain they knew the perfect match 
for me - someone frol11 the list who lived 
in Cape Cod, Massachusetts. I received more 

-

Ringo dressed for the occasion. GRETJEffRGUSOH 

cgmagazine 51 



Wedding guests Bob Kormis. J.B .• and Michelle Rogers. Jess Holderbaum's 6 year-old daughter. SHH PICKERI NG 

than one call telling me what a nice guy he 

was and more than one request to help trans

POlt a foslerdog back from Jess Holderbaum's 

Falmouth ho me 10 Ihe Lincoln Greyhound 

Adoption Program (LGAP) Kennel. 
Jess and I met in person on December 7, 

1996 at the Falmouth Christmas Parade_ 

It was a chilly, damp morning that segued 

into a cold , windy afte rnoon. but nothing 

could chase away the warmth I fe lt. We 

walked the parade route together. We talked. 

\Ve shared stories and hot chocolate. Jess' 

Greyhounds, boisterous brindle Lucky and 

swect, sieck, midnight Heidi , fell easily into 

step beside my pale brindle lug, Cooper. 

( left as the sun set, intentionally delaying 

the return of LGAP's foster for another trip. 

Over the course of the nex t two months, 

( managed a trip to retrieve foster Greyhound 

Argus. Imet Jess' infant daughter, watched 
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him interact with her, and wondered. I men

tally weighed the positi ve and negative 

aspects of a relationship. I was unsure o f 

myse lf and uncel1ain about the possibi lities. 

In January 1997, Jess and I wcre both 

involved in the rescue of the Middleboro 

Nine ("The Middleboro Nine: How to Run 

a Resc ue," Winter 2000 CG), and a few 

weeks later we were ta lking on the phone 

every night. We went on our first date . We 

planned to spend a few hours toge ther, but 

thc date lasted almost 24 hours. 

By Eas ter, I was stayi ng at Cape Cod 

every weeke nd. We took our Greyhounds 

10 cvents together. I moved 10 Cape Cod in 

Jun e 1997 . Somc time during th at hec ti c 

spring I had fall en deeply in love with Jess, 

hi s Greyhounds, and hi s daughte r. We mud

dled through merging our Greyhounds and 

OLir respective households. 
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Present 
Over the past five and a half years, we 

learned to communicate and compromise, 

to laugh and mourn together, to dream and 

to dare. We trave l to Dewey Beach every 

October. We support each other, and we have 

endured the dea ths o f o ur orig inal trio of 

Greyhollnds. 

Heidi vanished from our lives a fter a brief 

illness in May 1998, shortly before her fifth 
bit1hday. At age 9, Lucky left us on May 21 , 

200 1, after a 13-l11onth fight with osteosar

coma. Cooper passcd away in my arms on 

October 24,200 I, less than three weeks after 

our sixth Dewey Beach gathering, and just 

two months past hi s e leventh b irthd ay. 

We also los t Dustin , ollr o ld man and first 

mutual adoption 0 11 February 24, 2002 at 

the venerable age of 14 anckl-half. 
After Heidi's bitte r pass ing, we were 

tempted to shut the door, perhaps to foster 

but never to allow another Greyhound soul 

too close. It 's fUllny how they sileak into your 

heatt when you aren't looking. We have a full 

house, but each Greyhound provides LIS with 

a unique personality and priceless moments. 

One of the lO ughes t questions we faced 

when preparing for aliI' wedding concerned 

which Greyhounds to include in the festiv

ities. Given the Ilumber of guests, the unfa

mi liar sUlToulldings, and the warm sunshine, 

we just cou ldn ' t include alt four. 

Shae-Leigh was adopted in 1999 and is 

our unassuming little girl. She has a tenl1i 

nal case of cuteness. If a wrapper rustl es 

The Holderbaum family. GREl J EfE~GUSO N 



or sil verware clangs, Shae· Leigh is the 
first to stare adorin gly into your eyes. 
Shae-Leigh and Ringo were born in the 
same kennel in Ire land . Both share a cel1ain 
shyness around su·angers. Shac and Ringo 
also share a high-pitchcd squcaky whine, 
which oft en prompts me 10 ask whether I 
should oil them. 

Stretch, adopted in July 2001, is poss ibly 
one of the densest Greyhounds ever born , 
but he means well. Stretch is sincere and 
earnest. He tries to do what hc's asked, but 
so meti mcs he doesn' t quite understand 
exactly how. Stretch is thoroughly devoted 
to Jess. Stretch is also obsessed by and ter
ri fied of fli es. If a single housefl y invades 
our home, Stretch scampers fro m room to 
room, looking for a safer bed. 

Adopted June 2002, Ringo is a perpetual 
puppy - big, lean, noppy, sweet, and bril
liant. If he's not sleeping upside down, he 
has his cold nose shoved somewhere it docs
n' t belong. If I forget and leave the pantry 
door open, I am likely to hear a kerf/wllk , 

kerfJlllllk as Ringocuriously and hopefull y 
lifts the garbage can lid. 

Geordie was adopted with Ringo, a pack
age deal, and possibly also the mastermind 
behind Ringo's criminal schemes. Geordie 

was a champion, much like my Cooper. He 
takes hi s retirement seri ously, unless he 
decides it 's time to be pelled. Geordie is pcr
sistcnt , cairn, and confident. 

Aftcr much consideration, we deter· 
mined that Stretch wouldn' t take kindly to 
being excluded. We also determined that 
Ringo loved being dressed up, regardless of 
the outfit. 

So with all the imp0l1ant details amlllgcd, 
it came to pass that on September 14,2002, 
I became Mrs. Jess Holderbaum. 

The clay couldn ' t have been more beauti 
ful. For all the anxiety, everything went for
ward without a hitch. Ringo and Stretch joined 
us for pictures, dressed in the tuxedos I had 
once made to fit Cooper and Lucky. Jess and 
I took ollr vows before friends and family, 
looking forward to many blight tOIl101TOWS, 
accompanied by the memories of the com
panions who led us to thm pelfect moment. 

Future 
After all the challenges we've faced, it 's 

aptlhat many of the lessons Jess and I have 
learned frol11 our Greyhounds also apply to 
our relationship. We would like to share 
some of these lessons with you : 

WIIArll~ 
To TilE C:;'~7!,~ 
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I. If you whi ne, you' ll probably be 
ignored, bUI you mi ght get some ex tra 
attention. 

2. If you are stealthy enough, you can 
grab a few freshly baked cookies while 
nobody is looking. 

3. You' ll probably get ye lled at if you 
poke at something 100 much. 

4. When you're at home, you can put 
your feet up and take a nap. 

5. Toys are only fun until the stuffing is 
all gone. 

6. Some of life's greatest pleasures come 
from simple things, like curling up together, 
laying in the SUIl, or being scratched in just 
the right spot. 

7. Most important of all , if you love 
somebody let them see how much you care, 
every hour of every clay . • 

Marc alUl Jell Flellor lil'e ill Pelersbllrg. I"diolla 
,,'illl Jessica, Greyhoullds LeI/a, Chen ): Hope, Killg, 
C/"{/rell , alld }(Ig. and ems Rockel alld 7ia. They ,·ol
/IIlleer/or Ihe £1'(/IIS1'ilie ehalJler o/GPNllldiww. 
Meredilh Holderbaum lires 011 Cape Cod, Massa · 
c/I//sells, alld is a Legislmi,'e Blldgel Allalysi/orille 
Rhode Islalld Sellale. III herfree lime slle elljoys 
!l'rilillg l'oeil)' alld shorl slOries, {/lui spelldillg lime 
willt her II//slxllld, her Sll'lxkmghlel; alld Greyhoullds 
SII"l'lcI,. Sime-Leigh. Rillgo. a/ld Geordie. 

, 
.:r DON 7 KAloHl-
IT JVST FEt.£ OFF 
T/iE -rA8LE "'f,I~ 
lilT /'litE /A/ nltr 

F"ActE 1/ -- .' 
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you·re invited 

Saturdays and Sundays, March 1 and 2 through 
March 22 and 23 
Arizona Renaissance Festi va l 
10:00 a.m. 106:00 p.m. 
Greyhounds of Fairhaven 
AboullO miles east of Apache Junction, Ariz. 
On Hwy60 
For the eighth year, the Greyhounds of FairhaW'"1l wi ll 
be promoti ng G reyhound adopt ion allhe Ariwna 
Renaissance Festival. If you li\'e in or arc visi ting the 
Phoe nixrrucson area, come out and meet our most 
noble hounds. 
Contact: Marsha Roe. (602) 493-1063 or 
gr8hound@yahoo.com: 
www.G reyholilld sOn~3i rha\.cn .org 

Sunday, March 30 
Houndfest 2003 
10:00 a.m. to 5;00 p.m. 
Greyhound Pets Inc. 
King County Fa irgrounds 
Enumclaw, Wash. 
Vendors, rames, and auctions. Contact: Sue Smi th. 
(253) 471-4894 or sgslIl ith_99 @yahoo.com 

Friday, April 25 through Sunday, April 27 
Fifth Annual Greyhounds Inva de Gettysburg 
Gettysburg, Pa. 
Bring your Greyhounds- be they blue or gray - and 
join u~ m Gettysburg. Planned e"ents include daily walks 
on the b.l11leficld.lunch at the Distel fink (a local Olilside 
eatery), a Greyhound fu n run, an evening Ghost Walk 
with the dogs, and an ice cream social for the dogs spon
sored by Nil1any Greyhounds. Vendors arc irwi led to 
selJ Greyhound goodies and other dog related items. 
Contact: Joanna Wolfe, (9 19) 489-7778, 
netlagd@aol .com: hl1p:llmembcrs.aol.com/-netlagd 

Sunday, April 27 
Annual Northern California Greyhound Play DaylPicnic 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Greyhound Friends of Northern California (in coop
eration with local Greyhound rescue groups) 
C-8ar-C Park 
Oak Avenue 
Citrus Heights, Calif. 
A day offun and frolic for al l Greyhounds and their 
fami l ies. Public invited. 
Contact: Kris Burkel. (530) 529-3489: 
burkcleq@saber.net 

Saturday. May 3 
GPAlCA-OC & GlA Eighth Annu al Picnic 
Greyhound Pets of America/Orange County and 
Greater Los Angeles 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
La Habra Heights Park 
Our picnic draws hundreds of Greyhounds and their 
fami lies together for a day of cekbrat ion. including 
lots of vendors. ('ontests :lI1d games. fosler barn. and 
great food. Come join the fun ~ 

Contact: Joyce McRorie. President. (562) 694-35 19. 
!!pa.ocgla@n:rizon.net 
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Friday, May 9 through Sunday, May 11 
Greyhound Gathering - Kanab 2003 
Greyhound Gang 
Kanab, Utah 
A weekend long cclebrntion of Greyhound lo\'e ~ Parnde. 
hikes, talks, auctions, Illovies. food. and laughter galore. 
Online regislration begins in January. 
Contact: Claudia Presto, (435) 644-2903. 
claudia@greyhoundgang.org: www.Greyhmrndgang.org 

Saturday, May 10 
GAS. Ninth Annu al Reunion 
11:00a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (rain or shine) 
Greyhound Adoption Service Inc. 
Middlesex County 4-H Fai rgrounds 
S. Chelmsford Road, Westford, Mass. 
Come join liS for a day of Greyhound fun in the (.'Quntry. 
Contact: Judy Botsford. (978) 468 -6658 or 
jbotsford@nelscape.net: (978) 462-7973 

Sunday, May 18 (rain or sh ine) 
Annual Greyh ound Reunion 
lO:OOa.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Greyhound Pets of America/Maryland 
Oregon Ridge Park 
Cockeysville, Md. 
Great day of ce lebrating adopted Greyhou nds - fun , 
games. contests. food. educational present:ttions. 
vendors. prizes and more. 
Contact : l\bry Helen Sprecher. (410) 744-4542. 
sprech@qis.nel 

Sa turday, June 7 (rain da te June 14) 
11th Annual Greyhound Reunion Picnic 
1O:30a.m. 104:00 p.m. 
Greyhound Pets of America/Springfield, Mo. 
2016 S. Arlington Terrace, Springfield, Mo. 
Swimming for people and pets, raft1es. silent auctions. 
sack raffles. Greyhound store. nail cUlling. group photo 
and more. Greyhounds can be off le'lsh ifmuzzlcd. 
Contact: Alane Shultz. (4 17) 883~8 1 56 or (4 17) 887-6439. 
agreyhound@mindspring.com: www.gpamo.com 

Sa turday, June 7 
WAG's Picnic in the Park - Doggone Walkathon 9 
9:00a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
We Adopt Greyhounds, Inc. 
Lock 12 Park 
Cheshire, Conn. 
A fun walk with fellow Greyhound enthusiasts to raise 
money for WAG dogs awail ing adoption. 
Conlact: Jim Berger. Jr., (203) 325-9727 or 
(877) 595 -8991: jim@bergerad visory.com 

Saturday, June 7 
2003 Greyt Greyhound Gathering 
9 :00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Hill Country Greyhound Adoption 
McAll ister Park 
San Antonio, Tex. 
Enjoy and meet with other Greyhound owners and 
fri ends for fun . food. games, silent auction. ra ftle, 
Greyhound items :md t-shins for s:lle. Public welcome 
and encouraged to attend . 
Contact: Linda Knight. (2 10) 829- 1328: 
hcga@salexas.com 
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Sunday, June 8 
Third Annual Greysl and Gathering & Reunion 
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
GreysLand Greyhound Adoption 
Hopkinton State Park 
Hopkinton, Mass. 
A d3y of fun for all Greyhounds and their humans. Ven
dors. g:lllleS, rames. infonn.1tion booths. food. and 1lJClf"l:. 

Contact: Robin Norton. (508) 435-6023. 
greys5@:IOI.com:www.greysland.org 

Sunday, June 8 
South Jersey Vol unteers Sixth Annual Picnic 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Na tional Greyhound Adoption Program 
Atlantic County Park in Estell Manor 
Mays Landing, N.J. 
Games. raffles, vendors, demonslrations, Greyhound 
wedding. Donationof SI5.00 per family of 4 and 52.50 
each additional pt"rson: lunch incl uded! 
Contact: Merci. rnerc ibarl @ao1.cOlll or NGAP 
all -800-348-25 17. 

Thursday, June 12 through Sunday. June 15 
Greyhound America 2003 
Race the Wind Greyhound Adoption 
Sterl Hal l 
Abilene, Kan. 
lliisannual gmhering is made upof retirt."XI racing Grey
hounds, the dogs' owners and breeders, and Greyhound 
adoption groups from all OW l" the United Slales and 
Canada. Tours of the Greyhound faci l ities in and around 
i\bi lenc arc planned, as well as network ing of informa
lion. and, of course . .1 lot of " rooing" from Ihe four
legged attendees. 
Contac!: Judy Spar·ks. greydogs@swbel1.net ; 
www. racelhewind.org 

Saturday, June 14 
Monica's Heart Summer Blast 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Monica's Heart Greyhound Adoption 
Legion Park 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
Games. silent auction. mllles. vendors. concession stand 
open for good food. A greal slart to the summer - fun 
and socializing for hounds and thei r humans! 
Contact: Kay McNelis. (814 ) 942-3 145, 
houndmom@charter.net: 
or Peg O'Brien, (814) 9·.0- 1475. obi e@ aasdcal.com 

Saturday, June 14 
Eighth Annual Homecoming Picnic 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Personalized Greyhounds, Inc. 
Pavilion #3 
Gifford Pine hot State Park 
Lewisberry. Pa. 
Vendors. food. beverages. music. corllests. Chinese 
and silent auctions. 50150drawing. Contacl : Diane 
Freundel. (7 17) 737-2609: www.pgreys.org 



You've tried the rest, 
but your dog deserves", 

x-~\l..\{" BESl !JI. 
.'<) '1~ 

~ 

Established In 1995 to aid the greyhound 
fescue effort and to help maintain 

the health of your hound. 

Over thirty voristies. 
Made trom fresh vegetables and 

herbs with stocks from scratch. 
For the vegetarian or meat lover. 

Cater to restricted diets. 
We ship anywh9f •. 

long distance Relkl sessions 
available for your hound's well being. 

marketplace 

Posh Paw Creations 
The Greyhound, Whippet & all Sighthound connection, 

including all other breeds 

SIGHTHOUND AND DESIGNER FASHIONS 
FANCY COLLARS - LEASHES - RACING & RETIRED SILKS 

COATS - DECALS & CAR MAGNETS - DENIM SHIRTS - HATS 
SWEATS - T-SHIRTS - GIFTS 

WWWPOSHPAWCREATIONS.COM 
Subsidiary of K-9 Designs by Sharee 

We offer wholesale pricing to Greyhound Adoption Groups 

We cont ribute to Greyhound Rescue Groups 

32537 36th Ave SW - Federa l Way, WA 98023 - USA 
Telephone: 253.661.2905 Fax: 253.661.5935 

We coter to sPde~\o\ 
dietary nee s, 

New menu offerings include: 

I;: Low protein treats. 
~, Turkey & Barley. 
.;: Lamb & Rice. 'I Fish & Potato. 
.;: 10 Grain Biscuit. 
~ Oat Biscuits. 

I;: Quinoo & Flax 

And the latest in honor of our 
Senior Adoption, Granny -

"Granny's Goodies" 
A line of soft chews 

A1l lreots are available in 
training bits and have been 

velerlnarlan tested and 
approved. 

"t'iSA[t"f"~ II 

WWW.PINSHOPPE.COM 

tohtlt ~il an~ ~Hla~iHal~n ~~~I 
The very best in hand made lawalrv 

Custom pins 
created from 

your p~oto , 

Each piece is designed 
by our artists on three 
demensional base metal 
castings electroplated, 
and hand pa in ted with 

acrylic and enamel. 

'()ntf'1('t US about our 
special fund raising programs 

The "Berry" Best Natural Pet Bake1rl 

~ 
p. 0 , Box 35 Cordova, MD 21625 ~ Toll free: 1 -866-4BERRYS or (410) 822-0579 

bbpetbake@ool.com hffp:/Ibbpetbakery.lripod.com a 

1·800·566·2795 

A JX)rtion of atl proceeds Is donated to greyhound rescue -&fJ 
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HELP YOUR GREYHOUND BECOME A "PRAIRIE DOG" 
Mark Your Calendars To Attend Prairie Beach: A Gathering Of Champions 

Sept. 26-28, 2003 
Altoona, Iowa 

Gre',hDlmds and their owners at the inaugural year of Prairie Beach: A Gathering of Champions 
crowd in for a group photo on Sept. 28, 2002 . 

... Greyhound adoption supporters from 10 states and a Canadian province 
attended the inaugural year of Prairie Beach. Be part of the trend in 2003! 

... Represent your area in Prairie Beach's signature opening event -- The 
Parade of Athletes! 

... Share success stories and swap ideas with those involved in greyhound 
adoption from around the country and beyond! 

... Shop for greyhound merchandise at the booths of Prairie Beach vendors! 

... Learn from informative speakers, bid on items at the Prairie Beach auction 
and enjoy an entire weekend of greyhound-specific activities! 
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More information online at: 
www.heartlandgreyhoundadoption.org. 

(Just click on the Prairie Beach icon!) 

Registration forms also available by writing to: 
Heartland Greyhound Adoption 

P.O. Box 342 
Bondurant, IA 50035. 
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"MEETING OF THE RACERS" 
This award winning 8- 1I2x 11 classic photograph by John Mottern 
would make a beautiful addition to any greyhound art collection . 
Part of the proceeds go to the American-European Greyhound 
Alliance. AEGA is a small non-profi t organization formed to 
investigate and promote greyhound welfare worldwide. 

To order send yo ur name, mailing address and check fo r $ 18.00 
made payable to AEGA, attn Louise Coleman, 167 Saddle Hill Road, 
Hopkinton MA 01748 

To see other greyhound photos, go to WWW.PHOTOCAVE.COM 
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Celebrating Greyhounds with 

3
' " Ua ni,q.ue Clay Designs 

-\:,~:~ >~\) 
~ ~ ~ '~ 
~ 

Greyt Gifts 
Susan O'Hara 

Magnets, Ornaments. Vases and Other Gift Ideas 

www.greytgifts.com 
susan-ohara @comcast.nel 215.918.3385 

S;~"O~AGERS LV ~ 
V JeWelryDeS~ 

JEWELRY 
14kt Gold Vi ( 
Ster ling Silver ./ _ 
Rubber Stamps ,.., I 

Visit us 
in the historic 1851 
'Old Stone House" _~ 
Combridge. Wisconsin 
Mee.t our re.tired 
racing greyhounds on sto f. 

CATALOG' 
1-800-352-3762 
608-423-4446 
Visit our NEW web site ..... 

www.voyagersjewelrydesign.com 

l 
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KREATIVE K-9 FASHIONS 

Halld Made Coats/or Greyhoullds 

P.O. nox 8493 

RAINCOATS 
SNOW COATS 
WINTER COATS 

Warwick. RI 02888 
Kreative.K9.Fashions@att.nct 
hUp:llhome,aU,nell- Krealh·c.K9.Fashions 

Porlion of proceeds benefils the 
Morris Animal Foundation. 

Come visit liS on line (or color samples. 

Decorative and functional sighthound collars featuring our popular 1·1/2 Inch wide, 
fur lined, adjustable col/ars. 

The Regal Line, adjustable collars adorned wlt t\.,!!lms befitting the 
king and queen hounds of your castle. _ ~ 
Necklaces fo r your hounds featuring semi-precious stone., glass beads 
and carved bone. 
Sterling Sliver Jewelry by Black Horse Design. 
Note Cards and Address Labels with origina l artwork. 
Deca ls, Muzzles, Squawkers, and much more. 

http://www.silkroadcollars.com 
SllkRdClrs@aol.com (253)841.3005 PST 

Wholesale orders welcome, many adoption groups carry Silk Road Col/ars, we encourage 
you to support your local greyhound adoption groups. 

Screen Printinfj Since 1993 
T·SHIRTS, SWEATS AND MORE 

I HOME OF THE 
GREYHOUND FOSTER MOM AND DAD SHIRTS 

GREYHOUND PRAYER SHIRTS 
FOIL GREYHOUNDS SHIRTS 

Custom Printin$ 
logos, Greyhound Event Shirts, Fundraisin~ 
Discounts for Adoption Groups on Custom Orders 

1 (800) 404-GARB www.graphicgarb.com 

"Lady with a Greyhound" 
art deco figurine 

Warm Your Hound With ... 
PO LAR BOOTS & HOODS, 

HOUND TOGS & 
CRISANTHEr.IUMS DOG COATS 

All This And Toys Too ... 

1'1-3(4 
inches 
tall 

Only $37.95 plus $6.95 SErH 
www.artfulseasons.com 

58 cgmagazine 

Make 'Em Beautiful... 
WITH A NEW GROOMING "IIIT 

Make You Beauliful. .. 
WITH AN Er.IBROIDERED T·SHIRT OR 

LONG SLEEVE DENIM SHIRT 

GREAT GIFTS!! 
wee,,'Y Ihe new We carry a wonderful 

' GREYHOUND STERLING JEWELRY' selection of statues 
by BLACK HORSE DESIGNS including I'£\VTER & IJANNYQUEST 

1'1 USH GR[nIOUND "SQUEAKlR" lOY 

NEW!!NEW!!NEW!! 
Christmas cards ' Window Decals 

De-coralive Pins' TIes 
C.ndle Holders 

Black Sleel Mail Box Toppe" 

JEWIlRY· 1'I:WTlR • ~lIRIJNG SlLVIR • VlRMBL • ~TAMI'S & MUCH MORE 

a t'l d a 'ft 4667 Route 31, Vernon, NY 13476 
':::J '7..E.a oro un ':::J L i Phone: 315-829-4800 

Email: dixi@tds.net 
CAL! OR WRITE FOR OUR CATALOG! http://greathOlU\dgifts.homesteadcom 
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Greyhound Love Publications is pleased to present, 
the second in a series of beautifully illustrated 
children's books. Share the adventures of Miss 
Allison, Rick and the star, Toby as valuable 
lessons are learned at the Forever Home 
Kennel for retired racers. 

The large 9 x 10 soft cover children's book 
is lavishly illustrated in original watercolors. 
Perfect as a Christmas, Hanukkah or 
birthday gift, or to donate to your favorite 
school, ""ycare, church school. or library. 

"You've Got ... / ' 
fld " .... b), 

1rrn" 
l"""''''O,},1 

The first of the seri es 
"Greyhound Love" 

is also available. 

The books retails for $14 ;~~~-_ ..... _.:::::::.::::.._=:_ 
and $5 from the sale of every 

book goes to save a greyhound I 

Artist Polly H' berger's delighHul and thoughHul drawings of her 
beloved "furbables" are found on a large selection of cards, note 

cards, prints, bags & wearables. V,.t the websne for all the new designs. 
Now available: Sympathy Card to show your compassion and concern. 

419 Silveibrook Dr .. Birdsboro, PA 19508 
Phone: 610-582-3573 

email: greytloundlove5@00l.com 
Website: www.greyhoundlove.com 

ILarge portion of profits go to greyhound rescue) Polly also does custom portraits. 

We offer wholesale prices to non-profit greyhound rescue groups. 

Adorable plush GreyBabiesl 
Each comes with matching scarf 

and uniQue Greyhound Love logo. 
Collect all 6 colors - white, fawn, 

blue, black, brown, brindle 
and white with black. 

$8 each, 3/$22, 6/$40. 

1 00% of the profits 

~~p.iIP. 
~p. 
~ 6>.' . ., 

$15 each 
Colorful bands that gently 
wrap around hind Q!Jarters 
to prevent marking in the 
house. Effective and safe. 

from GreyBables and Belly Bands directly benefit the medical needs and 
fescue ladoption efforts Of the retired broods. special needs and farm greyhounds, 

For adoption Information for these wondelful gleyhounds. please contact Malilyn at email : gleYS1OO@mplnet.net 

Only from Greyhound Love Collectibles!! To order visit, www.greyhoundlove.com 
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GREYHOUND FRIENDS 

MAINE GREYHOUND PLACEMENT SERVICE 
P.O. 80x 682 
Bridgton, ME 04009 
TeJ.lFax 207·647·8944 
gnt)'houn @megalink.net 

Cozy Poiarlec g reyhound parkas 

Snoods a nd booties 

of Northern Califomia Vi sa Maste rcard Discover 

3 Season greyhound jac kcts 

Elegant g reyhound statues 

Chris<HlIhemums dog & people wear 

Jewe lry, girts & decorati ve co ll ars 

Oxyfresh products for opt imal denIal care 

C ustom sizing available for dog coals 

r.o.sox soza, RED BWFF, CA. %080 ' {5301519·3489 

ALL I)ROCEEDS HENEFIT TH E MAINE GR E YHOUND PLACE~'I ENT ADOPT ION CENTE R 
www.greyhoundplacement.com 

~, '. 
• Quali ty collars at an affordable price! 

• Specializing in Martingale collars' 

• For a free brochure, call (574) 674·0559 
or e·mail: sales@my3greys.com 

58529 W,lnm Hill Trail · Elkhon, IN 465 17 

Visit our websitl' 31: ww ....... llly3grl·ys.com 

A portion or al l arc contributed 10 
j ' i 

K-9 Designs by 

This ad space 
could 

have been yours 
for 

$20.00 

The Greyhound, Whippet a nd a ll Sighthound Connection, including other breeds 

SIGHTHOUND AND DESIGNER FASHIONS 
FA NCY & EVERYDAY COLLARS - LEAS HES· MUZZLES and GUA RDS· COATS & BOOTS· FLASHERS 

DINING CENTERS· BEDS & MATS· RACING & RETIRED SILKS· DECALS & CAR MAGNETS 
SUNGLASSES & HATS· JEWELRY & STATUES· DENIM & SWEAT SHIRTS - NOTE CARDS c 

S3 
E:l WWW.K-9DESIGNS.COM 

32537 36th Ave SW . Federal Way, WA 98023 . USA - Telephone : 253.661.2905 Fax: 253.661 .5935 -VISA We contribute to G reyhound Rescue G roups VISA 
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Chrisanthemums 
Custom Dog Products 

www.greyhollndcoats.com 

Scott Bruns 
Sales 

POBox 682 
Bridgtol/, ME 04009 

marketplace 

Phol/e: 207-647-8003 Fax: 207-647-8944 E-mail: grayholln@megalink.nct 
Chrisal/themllms is pleased to al/I/Olil/ce ollr COl/til/lied servicil/g of wholesale al/d retail 

accollllls. 
11/ doil/g so we hope to COl/til/lie gel/eratil/g more flll/dil/g for greyholll/d 

atloptiol/ grollps - retailers who carry Ollr prodllcts. Please visit Ollr web site or cOl/tact liS 
for wholesale il/formatiol/, or to locate al/ adoptiol/ grollp retailer I/ear YOIl. 

We mal/llfactlire al/d market ol/Iy theftl/est il/ greY/lOlil/d, whippet allll Italial/ greyholll/d 
coats, apparel allll beds. 

VISA allll MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 

~ 
~RMWfAR 
Grey! Human Apparel for Greyhound Lovers 

www.greytwear.com 
Sue Horner, Owner 

1·877-956·1225 email · sueO greytwear.com 
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The St. Francis Urn 

$155. $175. 

The St. Francis Urn ... made of the finest quality pewter ... 
features a sterling silver medallion depicting 

St. Francis with two special hounds. 

Both sizes are available in two non-tarnishing finishes .. . 
polished or satin. The price includes your choice of 

script or block engraving. 

The St. Francis medallion (inset) is also available 
as a dog tag, medal, and keychain. 

'Ghe Golden :Hound 

270 Bellevue Avenue #303 
Newport, RI 02840 

(401) 247- 1664 

goldenhollnd@efortress.com 
www.goldenhound.com 

http://members.ebay.com/ 
abolltme/thegoldenhollnd 

Special thanks to Kevin Z for sharing his Sl. Francis artwork . 
A portion orall proceeds benefits greyhound adoption and the Morris Animal Foundation. 
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~ Cfeatkerea Gems kerp simprlfy YOut· flOrlaay skoppina -
Bive evel'1one stet1ina sirvet· &. SClllstone B,oeyftouttdjeweC,-y! 

'W. wi{[ c,·.ate. '''''ap and ship yout· aifts fa" you. 
Sec"et ~ars-w. can skip yout· aift to YOut· ~ar anonymousry. 

Can't aeciae what to aet ,? Sena a aift cet1iJicate! 

'Happy 'Holiaays from 

(feathered Gems 3 ewdr"i 
;P. o. <J3ox 722 • 

9!t.,cor" ;Park. ~I 48 '46 
(313) 928 - 9123 

!'John."iOII@JcatrlC,"cd'acm.Ii .COIll 
9?fcasc visit us ol1rine: http:/h\'W\.Y.JcalftcI·cdtJcnts.com 

Advertise 
in Celebrating 

Greyhounds Magazine 

Sell your 
products, 
service, 

website, etc. 
Here! 

Contact: 

Celebrating Greyhounds 

Advertising 

P.O. Box 358 

Marblehead MA 01945-0358 

Payments and deadline: 

Spring issue: December 1 

Summer issue: March 1 

Fall issue: June 1 

Winter issue: September 1 

spring 2003 
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Let RUN WITH IT EMBROIDERY take ca re of all your embroidcl), wants and desires. Designs 

like "Race Ya To The Couch", "Greyhound 'Mom' or 'Dad''', "One By One" and many morc fo r 

2002, embroidered on Hats, T s, Polos, Sweatshirts, Denims, Jackets and More. 

Offering Discounts to Adoption Group Orders, and Logo Digitizing 

II yot! dOl! ~ see 11 doeSl! ~ IlleOI/ Teall ~ /IIofe 11./ 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE or CALL BECKY -V'SA -See Us at Dewey. 419·663·6262 • runwithitemb.com Copyrighted Designs by: 

Check our Site for Coming Events "1\,,,_<.1 .... .. 1. . .... ,.,1 ,oG.<),_ Mop'_ Run With It Embfoidefy 
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Ajax (Special Policie) 1987-2002 
SOil of DesIo Midnight and the famous 

slUd dog SpOIlS Spec ial , Aj,lX was side lined 

by a groin injury at the Seabrook, N.H. 

track and was retired from racing at 3 years 

of age. Adopted by Cynthia Branigan just 

before Christmas, 1990. he is pic tured in 
"Dog Tired" in the current issue of CG. 
Smiling Jack (one of hi s many nicknames) 

had a lighthearted, optim isti c nature. He 

expected things to go well and, for him, 

they always did. Ajax was featured promi

nently in phOiographs and anecdotes in both 

of Cynthia's books, and he accompanied 

her 0 11 countless speeches and media inter

views. It is not an exaggeration to say that 

he inspired tens of thousands of people to 

adopt others of his kind. It is also not an 

exaggera tio n 10 say that both Cynthia , and 

hc r husband Cha rles, are profoundly gratc

ful to have had the privilege of hi s company. 

Boomer (Thailand Jack) 1989-2002 
Adopted by Dan and Lauren Emery, 

Boomer was featured in "Adapting to Bl ind

ness" (Summer 1999 CG), "Photographing 

Your Greyhou nd" (Su mmer 1998 CG), 

and a number of Celebrating Greyhounds 

calendars. He was one of a s mall group o f 

ret ired race rs w ho he lped jump-start 

Greyhound adoption ten years ago in Maine 

through llleeHlIld-greets and media expo

sure. In 1993, Boomer lobbicd legislators 

at the State House for passage of the first 

law to ban Greyhound racing and simulcast

ing.A dignifi ed gootball , he was blind for the 

las t six years o f hi s life and taught those 

who loved him about the strength and dete r

mination of the canine spirit . A lover of the 

great outdoors, he knew the forest at hi s 

home like the back of hi s paw and rests 

forever w here he felt secure and at peace. 

Edna 1992-2002 
Adopted and loved by Li z and Ray 

Murray o f Arlington , Vl. , Edna and her 

famous G reyho und smile were pic tured in 

"Clean as a Hound's Tooth" (Spring 1999 
eG). She passed away after a long strugg le 

with kidney disease. Her auitude ("I am the 

queen") and he r smile (" I am beautiful" ) 

will be greatl y missed. 

Ibis 1990-2002 
Owned <l nd loved by Gale and Chris 

Ho ll stei n. Ibis was featLJrecI in "After Amp

utation" (Spring 2002 CG). He was also 

pictured on page 5 of the Winter 2002 issue 

of CG with his G reyhound brother, Griffin . 

Ibis succumbed 10 osteosarcoma 20 mon ths 

after diagnosis, and 19 and a half months 

after the amputation of hi s left front leg. 

He li ved a full and active life up until four 

days before hi s pass ing. His enthusiasm 

for life was inspirational. Ibis charmed 

everyone he met. Even after hi s amputation , 
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he mrely missed a meet-and-greet, and he 

loved his visit s to the local nursing home, 

We considered retiring him frolll the rapy 

dog work, but he let us know he wasn't yet 

ready. Ibis taught us so much. We were 

blessed to have had him in our li ves. 

Niles 1990-2002 
Adopted by Connie Cassidy of St. Joseph, 

Mich. Niles W<lS featured in "Niles: M y 

Hero" (Summer 1997 CG) and "Niles: Once, 

Twice, Three Times a Hero" (Winter 1997 
CG). Niles was the elde r statesman of the 

group of hounds be long ing to the organi z

e rs of the first Great Lakes Greyhound 

Gathe ring, an event that has ra ised many 

thousands of dollars for the Morris 

Foundation 's Canine Cancer Researc h 

Program. An e legmll gentleman w ith an 

enormous bark, Niles will be remembered 

by fam il y and fri ends for hi s quiet dignity, 

which disappeared when there was bil1hday 

cake and ice c ream in the offing. When he 

heard the Birthday song he became loud , 

obnox iolls, ancI a bit goofy until he got hi s 

sha re. A true he ro to the ve ry end, Ni les 

warned Connie that one of his companions 

was about to have a seizu re on the night 

before his passi ng. He stood watch over 

hi s little friend throughout the night. Niles 

was much loved and wi ll be greatly missed. 

His spirit w ill live 0 11 . 

IVitl/ollt the GreY/IOIIIIt!'f ,,·hose .\"Iories am/ images 
poplffme ilS page.f , CG Magazine would 1101 exis i. 
lVilh 111 Memoriam, we e.\jJ l "I.!SS our 8mlilutie a/l(l 
bid farewf'lI /() Iho.l·e who hm ·l', ill prel'irJII.'i issue.I·. 
l'lIrichf'd ollr lil ·f' .'i by silarillg a bir of rhemsl'l ,·c.'i 
, .. ith us. 
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