L Sting 2006
T ’pr#ng $6.50

===




é
Z
O
@)
o
[
.
o

Bonnie, Age 12, adopted by Mike and Joanne Bast of Edgewater, Md.
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A Trainer at Caliente Greyhound Park in Tijuana,
Mexico walks the Greyhounds from the kennel to
the track. GPA/California-Orange County and
Greater Los Angeles (GPA/CA-OCGLA) established a
pet kennel at Caliente Greyhound Park many years
ago. Nearly all of the greyhounds placed by
GPA/CA-OCGLA once raced at Caliente.
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Three tired pets head home at the conclusion of
GPA/Emerald Coast’s Fifth Annual Hound Dog
Howliday. Photo by Steve Bauer
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Toby, adopted by Pat Hall of Ayer, Mass.
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Morris Foundation Funding Supports
Kidney Transplant Technology

level). Dialysis requires placement of a large intravenous catheter inside the body that may
require surgery to insert.

The cost associated with kidney dialysis can be prohibitive. The first week of treatment
typically costs $2,500 to $3,000 and includes catheter placement, the first three treatments, and
feeding tube placement if needed (some animals require a feeding tube to ensure adequate
nutrition). Subsequent treatments cost $500 each, and most animals require three treatments
per week.

Complications associated with dialysis are numerous. Malnutrition is a primary concern.
Many animals with kidney disease have a poor appetite. Treatment with dialysis may or may
not improve appetite, but it does increase protein and calorie requirements. These increased
requirements may necessitate the use of a feeding tube. In addition, patients undergoing
dialysis have a higher risk of broken bones, carnitine and taurine deficiency (two nutrients

associated with heart disease when the levels are low), blood clot formation in the dialysis
catheter, and infection from the catheter.

Dialysis has been slow to transition from human medicine to veterinary medicine because
new equipment had to be developed for its use in animals. Standard human dialysis machines
would extract too much blood from a veterinary patient, which could be lethal. The research and
development of veterinary dialysis machines is one factor that keeps the cost relatively high.

Kidney transplantation and kidney dialysis are two cutting-edge procedures available to
animals with kidney disease. There are very few hospitals that are even able to provide these
services and they do so at great expense. As more procedures are performed and more studies
are conducted, these procedures may eventually become mainstream treatments. ™

Dr. Feeman is a CG regular contributor.
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Darla, Blossom, and Quaker catch a ride home.

“Immense Frustration and

Immense Pride”
GPA/Wisconsin and the Geneva Lakes Closing

Story by Ellen Schneiderman
Photos by Cindy Dombrowski
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here are events in our lives that are defining. We find out who we are, or who we thought we were. If we're

lucky we find out exactly what we can accomplish.

In early September 2005 I listened to Rory Goreé give a speech at the North American Greyhound Adoption
Conference in Tampa, Florida. He indicated that more tracks in the U.S. would be closing in the coming year. I didn’t
give this prediction all that much thought. I remember Rory’s message not so much because of the content but because
of the intensity with which it was delivered. Little did | know that his words would hit very, very close to home.

On September 6, 2005, Geneva Lakes Greyhound Race Track and Simulcast Center (GLKC) in Delavan, Wisconsin
announced that it was closing for business. After years of poor attendance and operating in the red the track owners final-
ly pulled the plug. The closure would be effective November 6 and it would be permanent. Locally the closure announce-
ment was met with a strange mixture of shock and wonderment. The track had done so poorly for so long that many peo-
ple in Wisconsin thought it already had closed. Local adoption groups had heard many rumors of impending closure. This

time, it was real.
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Hurry up...and wait!
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Each new arrival is assigned to an ex-pen. Friendly hellos are exchanged before precessing.
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Volunteers check the dogs for ticks, injuries, and other problems. A volunteer prepares to dry the dog and clean its ears before sending it to the
medical tent.
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Amber receives physical therapy on the underwater treadmill, (Because her history of laryngeal surgery makes it important to avoid
inhaling any water, her chin is propped up with an empty bucket.)

Walking on Water:

Veterinary Rehabilitaion and the Underwater Treadmill

By Barbara Royal, DVM

hile physical therapy for animals is not a new concept, equipment and accessibility have opened up new
possibilities. Recently there have been exciting improvements in treatments for animals who need
veterinary rehabilitation. These advances, especially the underwater treadmill (UWT), have been

extremely useful for Greyhounds recovering from injury, trauma, or arthritis pains.
I started using the UWT in 2001 at the Veterinary Specialty Center in Buffalo Grove, lllinois. I came to rely on it
so much that [ installed one in my own clinic, the Royal Treatment Veterinary Spa in Chicago. | know that many
owners believe that their pets walk on water, but at these facilities, they truly do. Even animals who are unused to or

dislike water do well in our pool.

How the UWT Works

The UWT chamber is the size of a wide single bed. Dogs, cats, rabbits, ferrets, and other animals walk into a dry
chamber with the technician. After the door is closed, the pool is then filled to the desired level. Buoyancy is increased
by raising the water level. With increased buoyancy there is decreased weight-bearing load. The water stabilizes the
animal and, along with the technician, provides resistance to avoid falling. Once the desired level is reached, the

treadmill is slowly started.
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