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editorial comments 
By Cindy Hanson 

I really wasn' t looking to adopt another dog. 

It was a slow ti me at the adoption center. I wasn' t expecting any visitors. Gearing 

up for a long ni ght of playing wi th dogs and watching television, I checked the 

adoption coord inator's desk for the li st of dogs to bring up from the kennel. 

There were some new names on the li st Three of them were high-octane young­

sters, meaty and muscled, caroming off the furn iture, toss ing plush toys in the air, 

Ulinating with wild abandon. The foul1h was a scrawny blue girl with no bottom front 

teeth , a greying muzzle, a flaky coat. and oneof the barest butts I'd ever seen. While 

the others ran circles around the adoption center, she quietly curled up in the fa r cor­

ner and laid her head all her paws, watching me. I wondered what she thought of all 

this commotion, and what brought her here. Obviously she'd been in a home before. 

An hour passed, and the other dogs fina ll y settled down to disembowel their 

toys. Hannah 's position remained unchanged. I patted the couch next to me and 

called her name. She did not move. Come. Sit. Walk. None of the words my dogs 

knew well provoked a response from her. BOlle. Cookie. Biscl/it. 
Treat. 
Her head jerked up and her ears poi nted to the ceiling. She rose to her feet and 

slowly approached me, chin trembling. The express ion on her face was, I imagine, 

the same that I would have if I was lost in a foreign land and someone greeted me 

with "Hey, how 'bout those Minnesota Twins?" 

I frantically searched the offi ce and found a stash of biscuits in a drawer. You can 

guess the rest. T hat was over two years ago. Today, Hannah is stretched out on a 

cushion at my feet. She will be 10 years old this summer. 

Her transition to my household wasn't uneventful , of course. My two other 

Greyhounds initially had quite a bit to say about her presence. I also worri ed about 

how she would do on our frequent summer and fa ll hiking trips. Fo llowing a nar­

row trail with two dogs on lead is challeng ing, but doab le; one dog walks ahead, 

and the other drops beh ind. How would it be wi th three? Turns out I needn ' t have 

worried; there's plenLy of room on the trail for a skinny old girl, right beside her new 

human companion. In fact, J think that firs t season of hiking and camping brought 

us together as a pack. When Hannah snuggled next to me ill the tent, nose tucked 

under the sleeping bag - same as the others - she told me she knew she belonged. 

Part of the fun of doing things with our hounds is the opportu nity to explore 

our relationships with them. This issue contains several articles about activi ties 

for humans and hounds: Tracy Rudzitis explores the world of amateur racing; John 

Parker, Bev Dalrymple, and Phi l Fitz discuss lure coursing; and Joan Head land 

descri bes an unusual travel expelience wi th her husband and Greyhounds. Although 

each of these articles focuses on the act ivity, the abundant love and admiration of 

these authors for their Greyhounds - deepened th rough participation in these 

activities - is clear and inspiring. 

It 's summer. Go outside and have some fun with your dogs. The magazine will 

be here when you get back. 
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cg readers speak out 

Lucky, adopted by Neil and Shirley Murphy of Hamilton, Ohio. 

Thoughts on Winter 2002 
I am writing in response to "PETeO 

Rai ses $54,000 to Help Greyhounds on 
Greyhound Planet Day" (News, Winter 2002 

CG). The story indicates the idea of Grey­

hound Planet Day was the brainchild of 

Therese Skinner. Therese wrote to the Grey­
hound List about her idea. I a111 writing to 

point out ano ther link to the beginning of 
this product ive effort. 

Sanely Jepson is a Greyhound Friends 

adopter, staff person, and genuine Greyhound 
advocate. Sandy often does meet-and-greets 
at the local Shrewsbury, Mass. PETCO. Dur­
ing these events she met Bob Rall, who was 
the Manager of that PETeO store but went 
on to become the New England Regional 

Manager. Bob was moved by Sanely's ded­

ication and obvious love of G reyhounds. He 

offered to do whatever he could to he lp. 

When I read Therese's post, I immediately 

thought to talk to Sandy, who in turn talked 

to Bob Rau - one of a wonderful, fateful 

series of connections that has given Therese's 

idea a long reach. You just never know who 

you will encounter at public education Grey­

hound events. I would also like to thank 

Nancy Korman, Greyhound Friends West , 

for working with Therese to bring the Grey­

hound Planet Day website information to 

such remarkable life. The next Greyhound 

Planet Day will be the weekend of Septem­

ber 21 ,2003. Updates will be posted on 
www.amcuroGreyhoundalliance.org 

louise Coleman 

Greyhound Friends 

American-European Greyhound Alliance 

Hopkinton, Mass. 

summer 2003 

I just fini shed reading your edi torial in 

the Winter 2002 issue of CG Magazine (Ed i­

torial Comme nts, Winter 2002 CG). I think 

Herman is a true Greyhound Hero. He did 

what I would like to think an alel1, concemed, 

Greyhound would do. 

I recently had the ability to spend a week 

at home with my Greyhound Sierra. It snowed 

and we spent a lo t of wonderful time just 

cuddled up in front of the fireplace and read­

ing. When I got to the e nd of your edi to rial 

I had to laugh at your last sentence. It just sums 

it all up, especiall y the segment 011 the gi rl s' 

behavior (" the girls were cockroached on 

the couch : Hattie st retching and grunting 

periodically, Hannah softl y pass ing gas"). 

It is as though you were with us, on my cOllch 

in New Jersey, where my Sierra was alter­

nating between cockroachillg and gentl y 
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pass ing her odoriferous gift over my way 
while giving me her toothy smile! 

Thanks for a great ed itorial and a won­

derful magazine. 

Jan Werner 
Via E-mai l 

I would like to pass along a suggestion 

for those of you that enjoy the Renaissance 
Faires but are not ab le to devote the time or 

the money needed to have a booth ("Pro­

mot ing Greyhound Adoption at Renaissance 
Faires," Winter 2002 CG). Check wi th the 

Faire in your area to see if dogs are wel­

come. The Faire in Geneva, Ohio welcomes 

well-behaved dogs that are on a leash. Tak­

ing your Greyhound along when you visit 
the Faire exposes hundreds (or more) people 

to the hounds. As a visitor you need not wear 

period costumes, know the history, or speak 
like the natives, so the investment in time 

and money need onl y be made if you choose. 

Remember that it will be a long day and 
expect large crowds. Ifit is ex tremely hot or 

your Greyhound is shy, this Jllay not be a good 

place for him. Don' t forge t to carry water 

and a bowl, pooper scoopers, and maybe a 
blanket. Limit yourself to one or two dogs 

per person so that YOll can monitor what is 
going on. If the Faire has pennanent benches, 

choose end seats so that the dog(s) may get 

comfortable , or carry fo lding chairs so that 

YOli can sit in the back. 

Check on the Fai re rules. In Geneva, the 

dogs may go anywhere except the joust. 

Depending on the rules of the Faire in your 
area, bringing dogs could limit what you 

participate in or watch. 
Peggy Jordano 

Erie, Pa. 

Got my newest edition of CG Magazille 

yesterda y. Bea Anderson is a ve ry good 
friend of mine so it was great to see her story 

in there ("Nero and Honey Go Into Battle," 

Winter 2002 CG), plus Larissa Darragh 's 
one on Greyhound Adoption Program ("Fos­

teri ng Greyhounds Down Under," Winter 

2002 CG). A tru ly international magazine. 
Well done. 

Anne Pirie 

Vi cto ri a, Australia 

AlIlle Pirie has some/ascinalillg tales 0/ 
her OlVn to tell. See "Piper 's Skillning," ill 
(his issue. - Ed. 

A Special Birthday Party 
On September 19, 2002, there was a 

celebration in Northeastern Pennsylvania: 
Nancy Stiefken's 81 st birthday, and Grey­

hound Shelby Roe's 4th birthday. Nancy 

said , " Why don ' t you have the birthday 

party at my house so Shelby and I could cel­
ebrate our birthdays together?" Nancy and 

her husband Chuck have two Greyhounds, 

Ki x and Maxie, who they adopted from 
Make Peace With Animal s. We adopted 

Shelby from First State Greyhound Rescue. 

I bough t beef cubes from the butcher and 

an ice cream cake for the puppies. Chuck 
put on his chef's hat and d id the cooking on 

the grill for the dogs. TIle humans had frozen 

pi zza. Whi le Nancy was not looking, Cindy 

Berger's Greyhound Ramses took her pizza 
right Ollt of her hand. It was a wonderfu l 

day. I look at Nancy when she says she was 

happy to have a Greyhound and save its life 

and I think to myse lf, the Greyhounds saved 
Nancy and Chuck, too. Life is not over when 

you are in your 80s; it 's only beginning if 

you have room in your heart for an animal. 

Patricia M. Roes 
Kunkletown, Pa. 

Thank youJor YOllr lellers (up to 300 
words) al/d photographs. Leiters may be 

edited/or brevity alldlor clarity. Please send 

lelfers and pholos by mail to Ih e editorial 
office. Lelfers sellt via e-mail to 

editor@adopt-a-Greyhol/lld.org are also 

appreciated. 

We regret that we can110t publish ellelY 
leller or photo . • 

Now -rrJATS 1\ ~t;A~L~~----------------::;----l 

,. 
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news 

Grants Support Greyhound Adoption Efforts 

Kelly (Lp's Wingman), adopted by Sarah Regan Snavely 01 Moorhead, Minn. 

ASPCA Partners in Caring Greyhound 
Rescue Fund 

2003 is the eleventh anniversary of the 

Amelican Society far the Preve ntion orem­
city 10 Animals' d isbursement of funds to 

Greyhound rescue and pl acement groups. 

The A SPCA Partners in Caring Greyhound 

Rescue Fund offers emergency and capital 
improvement gra nts totaling $30,000 annu­
ally. (Individual grants will amount 10$3,000 

or less.) If your adoption group is a 501 (e)(3) 
nonprofit organization that has been in ex is­

tence more than one year and places more 

(han 24 Greyhounds annually, you may be 

eligible for fundin g. Some past grants have 
been used for crates and equipmcnl lO in­

crease [OS ie r homes, pilot projects (Q 

increase adoptions via geri atric adoption 

programs and expanded use of commercial 
boarding kennels, bui lding materials to fi n­
ish off rescue kennels, replacement of food 
and supplies damaged in natu ra l disasters, 
and repairs on hauling vehicles. The Fund 
does not provide money for medi cal 
expenses or general operating costs. CO Il ­
tact Jacque Schultz at jacques@aspca.org 
or 212-876-7700, ext. 4421 to obtain all 
appl ication. Please remember to leave your 
address and daytime phone number. 

Massachusetts Retired Greyhound 
Care and Adoption Council 

The Massachusetts Retired Greyhound 
Care and Adoption Council awarded nearl y 
$260,800 in grant funding to Massachusetts 
Greyhound adoption groups in 2002. The 

summer 2003 

Massachusetts legislature established the 
Counci l to help boost adoption of retired 
Greyhounds. The fundin g helps adopt ion 
groups transi tion retired rac ing Greyhounds 
or Massachusetts-bred Greyhounds that 
never quali fi ed for pari-mutuel races from 
life as a racing dog to life as a pel. 

The Council , which operates tlnough the 
Massachu se tts Department of Food and 
Agricul ture, is charged with adopting rules 
and regular iolls and overseeing a trust fund 
establi shed by law to funcl the program. The 
trust fund receives 0.5 percent of the funds 
generated th rough the live handle fro m the 
racetracks located in Massachusetts. 

The groups that received funding las t 
year - Greyhound Adoption Services, Inc., 
Greys land Greyhoun d Adopti on, Inc., 
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Greyhound Rescue of N. E., Inc. Adopt A 

Greyhound, Inc. and Greyhound Friends 

West - have ente rcd into contracts with the 

Commonwealth . 

The adoption groups are responsible for 

the shelter, feeding, medical needs, spay and 

ncuter, teeth cleaning, and the promotion and 

ultimate ado ption of ret ired Greyhounds. 

To ensure a s l1100th transit ion, the adoption 

ent iti es assess the dogs to determine what 

type of enviro nment wi ll yield a compatible 

home. Each o f the entities has a screening 

process for potentinl ho mes. 

There is al so a post-adoption follow-LIp 

process to ensure that the adoption is suc­

cessful. In the event that the adoption, for 

allY reason, is not successful , the adopting 

entity will take the G reyho und bac k into 

their program. 

The trust fund helps adoption groups off­

set expenses associated with kennel space, 

ofl1ce equipment , transfx:lI1ation, maintenance. 

and program promotion. The groups maintain 

websites, pri nt or purchase lite rature, ho ld 

functi ons for prospec tive owners, and main­

lain records for each dog. The groups 1101111ally 

depe nd on volunteers and donat ions. 

Grants from the tl1lst fund wi ll be available 

during the calendar year of 2003. As grants 

are offered, the information will be posted 

at the website for the Commonwealth of Mass­

achuseus (www. mass.gov/dfa). lnformalio l1 

can be obtained by contacting the Greyhound 

Care and Adoption Council , Massachusett s 

Department of Food and Agri culture, 25 1 

Causeway S treet, S uite 500, Boston, MA 

02 11 4-2 15 1 or by emailing webmaster.dfa @ 

state. llla.us 

Greyhound Vacation In-Service 
Opportunity 

With so many Greyhound people RVing 

loday, a great way to he lp is a tour of Grey­

hOllnd adoption and rescue organi zati ons 

throughout the states. T he vo lunteers and 

membcrs of Midwest Greyhound Adoption 
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(MGA) are willing to host a few more friends 

in our search for free help. What a great way 

to help Greyhounds and have fUll at the samc 

time. MGA has a kennel nearCh icago, llli ­

nois. They take in many broken and special 

needs Greyhounds, and they always need 

help. Kari Swanson of MGA wriles : "Many 

people ask to be notified when there is some­

thing that needs to be donc. I reply, 'There 's 

nhmys something that needs to be done.' If 

you love to trave l or are planning a vacation , 

come o ut and spend a week here and see 

what goes on in Greyhound adoption. (Of 

course you'd have to have 110 objection on 

cleaning up poop! That's something we have 

plenty of around here.) There is a great RV 

park within walking di stance, ifyoll would 

like to stop by for a few days. Even if you are 

just d ri ving through the area, come on ove r 

and lend a hand." Please contact Kari Swanson 

if YO ll are in te rested at Whdog l @ao l.com 

or 630-466-4022. 

Visit CG Magazine's Website 
Walll to know how 10 submit an article 

to CG Magazine? Wondering who to contact 

to ge t a gift subscription donated for your 

group 's nex t fundrai se r? Want to run an ad? 

Want to s ubsc ribe? Go 10 www.adopt-a­

greyhound .org/cgmagazine for answers to 

your questions about subscriptions, ad ve r­

ti sing, purchasing back copies, submitting 

matelial for publ ication, donations, and so 011. 

The sile inc ludes a current cumulative index 

of all m1 icies grouped by topic. The site also 

lists the table of contents for each issue since 

CG publi shed its first issue in SUlllmer 1996. 
In time, art ic les from previous issues of 

CG will be accessible on the website . We 

will post an individual article to Ihe site if 

the author has granted us pcrmission to do 

so and when back copies of the issue in 

whi ch the arti c le appeared are no lo nger 

ava ilable. Marcia Herman, CG Editor Emer­

itus, is coord inating thi s effort. 
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If you wrote an article that appeared in 

CC between 1996 and 2000 and will grant 
us permission to post the tex t o f your a rti cle 

to the webs ite , please contac t Marc ia at 

greythound @colllcast.net or sendanote to 

her attention at CG Magazine, PO. Box 358, 

Marblehead, MA 0 1945-0358. 
Grateful thanks to webmas ter Lori Kri z 

fordesigning and maintaining CG's website. 

CG Wants Your Newsletter! 
One of the best sources of story ideas fo r 

Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine is your 

local Greyhound adoption group 's newslet­

ter. If you see a story that you wish to bring 

to our attention, please send it to CG Mag­
m:ine ... or cons ider putting CG o n your 

newslette r mailing li st. 

Please send your newsletters, m1icJes, <md 

story ideas to Cindy Hanson, Editor-in-Chief, 

Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine, PO Box 

120048, Sai nt Palll , MN 55 11 2 or edi ­
tor@adopt-a-greyhound .org 

For more information about wri ting an 

article for CG, please vis it the FAQ sec tion 

of Ollr website (www.adopt-a-greyhound.orgl 

cgmagazille). 

Free CG to Adopters of Senior or Spe­
cial Needs Greyhounds 

Do you know someone who has adopted 

a special needs Greyhound? If so, te ll this 

Greyho und lover that he or s he is e lig ible 

to receive a free copy of CG Magazine. All 

the adopter needs to do is send a note to the 

Editor (see previous news item) that inc ludes 

a descriptio n o f that spec ia l needs Grey­

hound and a mailing address. (The special 

needs Greyhound is one who is a t least 7 

years o ld at the time of adoption or one of 

any age who has a specia l l1lcdical problem 

at the time of adoption.) • 



book talk 
By Kathy Hoynes 

Brynna & Mungo's Dream Book 

By Judith A. Brody 

Tea Road Press 

Boise, Idaho (2001) 

ISB N 0970866607 

$24.95 

I confess. I judge a book by its cover. The 
dust j acket of BrYIII/ C/ & Mungo 's Dreall/ 

Book depicts a Greyhound nesting in an oak 
tree - clearly a unique spin on Greyhound 
life. I began to wonder if fine art was about 

to meet Mad Magazine. 
81)'1/1/(1 & MUI/go 's Drealll Book is a per­

sonal work abollt the Greyhounds that have 
filled Judith Brody's life and inspired her 
art. Rather than a story with a linear narra­
ti ve, the book is more like a journal , with a 
series of observations, anecdotes, and life 

lessons. Its stories are unique but at the same 
time famil iar to anyone who knows Ihe j oy 

of living with a Greyhound . 

Brody, a long time 
California res ident , is 
both the author and iIIus· 
trator. She has received 
awards on national and 
in ternational leve ls for 

her various fonlls of 311· 

work. Her love of the 
breed began with a kiss 
from a Greyhound dUling 
an adopt ion interview. 

Working both in the stu · 
dio and on location, she 
paints her Greyhounds 
with the eyeof an artist. 
Their long, sensual lines 
drape a series of 14 fluid 
and dreamy scenes that 
upon closer inspection 
are fill ed with hidden 

sUlprises. The concept of each is unique and 
amu sing. The onc·paragraph stor ies that 
accompany each piece not only complement 
the illustrat ions but provide insight into how 
an arti st views rather mundane, everyday 
situations and develops them into a one-of· 
a·kind crea tion. 

Brynna dreams of a world where bunnies 
chase themselves, saving her the trouble. 
Her fear of linoleum is no longer a problem 
when Egypti an slaves carry her on a litter 
across the evi l kitchen fl oo r. Bunnies can 
be found in nearly every scene (reminiscent 
of the artwork ill the children's book 
Masquerade). Each work has decora ti ve 
borders that both fra me the image and 
serve as a complementary part of the over­
all illustration. 

Greyhound owners will enjoy "Me Too 
- I Love You," a story of a human and 
canine basking in the joy of sharing a couch. 
Greyhound artwork fi ll s the walls. And the 
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ever-present bunnies observe the scene with 
interes t. The compos ition is modern ye t 
timeless. 

The book closes with a section offamili ar 
quotations about dogs, a few bits of standard 
historical Greyhound trivia, and a list of gen· 
eral canine fac ts. 

Bly lll/CI & Mllngo's Dreall/ Book shows 
that Greyhounds - and art - can be both 
serious and fUll . Greyhounds have fill ed the 
arti stic imagination for thousands of years. 
Judith Brody has joined the legions who have 
fa llen under their spell. Her watercolors are 
the highlight of BI)'I/I/a & Mill/go 'J Dream 

Book. This book would make a welcome 
gift for Greyhound owners young and old 
and anyone who enjoys the world of art. 

Ed. Note: Shortly before this issue weill 

10 press, Tea Road Press all/lOlll/ ced 1hat i1 

would be placing B, )'lll/a & MUI/go 'J Dream 

Book a ll olll -o{prilil S UI/liS. HOll/evel; the 

book iJ availablefi v lII IVII' I\ ;dogboaks.org as 

well as the/allowil/g G reyhound adoption 

groups: 

Greyhound Friends of North Carol ina 
( www.Greyhoundfriends.co m) 
The Greyhound Gang 
(www. Greyhoundgang.org) 
Greyhound Pets Inc. - Idaho 
( www.Greyhoundpetsinc.org) 
Greyhound PelS of America - Cnlifor­
nia, Orange County/Greater Los Ange­
les (www. fastfriends.org) 
Greyhound Rescue Adoption Team 
( www.grea thounds.org) 
Greyhounds On ly 

( www.greyholilldsonly.com) 
TLC Michigan (www.ticmi.org) • 

Kmhy HOYlles is all (//1is/ alld rhe DI\"I1e/" o/Greyhoulld 
Studies. fler Wustlll /iollS hm·eappl'wnl ill CG Mag· 
azinc. She I/{/.~ also wrillm se,·eml Or/ides/or WAG 
Talcs. Kathy. hl/sballd Rich. alld their greyhoulld 
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tales from the couch 
By lee Livingood 

Assessing Aggression 

Ajax may appear to be aggressive, but he's merel y chatty. Colleen Summerfield, Monterey Park, Calif. 

Most days I love my work. Designing 
the right behavior modification program for 
a family dog or cal is like solving a com­
plex pllzzle. because each animal and each 
family is unique. Aggression cases are the 
1110s1 challenging and the most diffi cult . 
They are difficult because so much is at slake 
fo r both the dog and the fami ly. They are 

difficult because the dog is a beloved mem­
ber of the family and because, in most situ­
at ions, 99 pe rcem of the time (he dog is a 
loving companion. It is the dog's behavior 
that o ther I percent or the lime that wreaks 

havoc in the family. 
Aggressive behavior is one of the mosl 

common behnvioral reasons for eulhnnasia 
- house soiling Cl nd separation anxiety nrc 
also near the top of the list. The adopter or 
adoption group that has to make a dec ision 
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to eUlhanize because of aggressive behav­
ior fnces a heart -wrenching situation. The 
adopter has had to cuthanize his best friend. 
Instead of the comfort and support he might 
ex pect from friends and fami ly if his best 
pal hnd to be euthanized because of ill ness, 

he ge ts sil ence or criticism. The adopt ion 
group that mnkes a deci sion to euthanize 
after a dog is bounced because of aggression 
often must do so in secrecy, or face public 
condemnat ion from other groups that often 
have few if any fac ts. I wish there were some 
safe place to send dogs Ihal are so behav­
iora lly nnwed thnl they cannot safely live 
among us, bUllhere isn' t. Until there are such 
places that cnn offer appropriale long- term 
quality-of-life solutions, euthanasia is one of 
the alternati ves I sometimes feel I Illll SI pres­
ent 10 n client. 
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Evaluating an Aggressive Dog 
I think it might be useful for groups and 

adopte rs to understand what a behavior 
counselor looks at when evaluating aggres­
sive behavior in clogs, and how behavior 
counselors determine what course of action 
and altel11atives we recommend to Ollr clients. 
Although the approach to determining what 
recommendations to make vary with the sit­
uation and the cOllnselor, the primary objec­
tives are to ensure the well being of the dog 
and the safety of the fami ly. Whi le many 
aggressive dogs can be helped, we have to 
look at the whole picture. 1l1is includes deter­
mination of the commitment or the fami ly to 
a treatment program and whCl her the family 
has the resources (financial and emotional) 
to follow the behavior modification program. 
Also considered are whether the dog can be 

safely placed in nnother environment , what 
resources and experti se the group or new 
adopter can offer. and what potentialliabil ­
ities ex ist for the dog's current fami ly, as 
well as for the adoption group that decides 
to rehome an aggressive dog. 

How do I approach making what might 
amOllnt to a life and death decision when a 
dog is exhibiting aggressive behavior? In 
addition to a detailed behavioral , medical, 
and social history, I insist upon a full ClllTent 
veterinalY medical evnluation, including lIIi­
nalysis, CBC, chemistry profile, and thyroid 
panel. I also ask my prospec ti ve client to 
provide an extensive and detailed history of 
the aggress ive behaviors and when and how 
they present. I use commonly-accepted cri­
teria for determining the level of ri sk, the 
prognosis, and the degree of aggression. 
Below are some of the questions I li se to 
help determine an appropriate prognosis 
andlor treatment plan. 

Are there minor children living in or reg­
ularl y visiting your home? 



What was the dog's age when the prob­

lem first occUlTed or when the owner/adopter 

became aware of the problem? 

Did either parent or any littermates have 

similar problems? 

Does your dog show signs of fear before 

becoming aggressive? 

On average, how often does the behavior 

occur? Be spec ific about the number of 

occurrences per day, week, month, or other. 

Has the freq ue ncy o r intens ity of the 

behavior changed since the problem started? 

If so, how? 

Does the frequency/intensity of the behav­

ior appear to depend on any specific factors 

or otherclrcumstances, sllch as certain people 

or kinds of people, particular dogs or kinds 

of dogs, distinct times of day, or places? If so, 

describe. 

Is anyone (person or animal) in your home 

afraid of this dog, or do they even appear to 

be afraid of this dog? Explain who and why. 

Is the aggressive behavior unpredictable? 

(That is, is it diffi cult to predict when your 

dog is likely to bile o r reac t aggressively 

under a given set of circumstances?) 

Are there clear warning signals such as 

tenseness, staring, growling, baring of teeth, 

barking, avoidance attempts, or other kinds 

of threats before aggressive incidents occur? 

If yes, describe. 

Does your dog respond intensely to minor 

occurrences? (That is, are his responses out 

of pro(xlItion to the degree of threat - a ' 'ten'' 

response to a " two" situation?) If yes, give 

an example. 

Is it difficult to inlemlpt or stop the behav­

ior once it has s tarted? 

How quickly does his behavior return to 

normal after an incident? (That is, does he act 

as if it never happened, or does he grumble 

and growl and seem aroused and ready to 

strike for severaiminutes or even hours after 

an incident?) 

Along with the information about the 

nature of the attacks, r need to unders tand 

the severity of the attacks. iuse Ian Dunbru"s 

bite hierarc hy to determine the potential 

ri sk . My clie nt is asked to describe the bites 

and the tota l number of incidents at each 

level, as well as toward whom and at what 

part of the v ict im's body the a tt ac k was 

directed. The levels are as follows: 

Level One: Harassment, but no sk.j n con­

tact (snarl, bark, lunge, growl, or snap). 

Level Two: Tooth contact on skin includ­

ing bruising, but no puncture. 

Level Three: Skin punctured; one to four 

hol es from a sing le bite but all punctures 

shallower than length of canine looth. 

Level Four: One to four holes, deep black 

bruising with some or all punctures deeper 

than length of canine tooth (indicates dog 

bit and clamped down), or slashes in both 

directions from puncture (indicates dog bit 

and shook head). 

Level Five: Multiple-bite attack with deep 

punctures, o r multiple attacks per incident 

with contact or punctures. 

Level Six: Killed victim ancVorconsumed 

flesh. 

Treating Aggression 
At our first visit I review the history, per­

form a standardi zed temperament test, and 

get a fee ling for the family and its ab ility to 

successfull y and safely li ve with an aggres­

sive dog. I first and foremost make sure the 

family unde rstands that aggression is often 

treatable but is never cOllsidered cllmble. 

When an aggress ive dog is under stress, it 

is likely that he may revert to behaviors that 

have been successful in the past - in thi s 

case, aggression. 

In general , the prognosis for successful 

treatment and for leaving the dog in its home 

is best if the aggression is mild (level one 

or two), there are no children invo lved, the 

dog begins to exhibit the behavior later in 

life, the behaviors began recently, the trig­

gers are easy to identify and easy to prevent 

from occurring, and the dog exhibits clears 

warning signs and returns to a normal state 

quickly. Unfortun ately, if the dog began 
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in a household with children. Fortunately, Dusty 
Rose is a typical Greyhound and shows no signs of 
aggressive behavior. Trish Heffernan, Saratoga 
Springs, N.Y. 

showing aggression at a younger age, has a 

long hi story of aggress ive behavior, gives 

little waming, is unpredictable, can't be inter­

rupted easily, is slow to normali ze, or bites 

at level four or above, the prognosis is poor. 

Living in a home with an aggressive dog 

- regardless of the size of the dog - is har­

rowing. Anyone who has never lived with a 

dog whose aggress ion is serioLls and unpre­

dictable can' t understand the level of stress 

that the fam ily li ves with daily. If there is 

no way a family can safely li ve with their 

canine companion and I do not feel the dog 

can be safely placed elsewhere, I do include 

euthanasia as one of the options for the fam­

ily to consider. And when I do and that is 

the decision the family makes, I do all I can 

to help them deal with the enormity of that 

decision. Then I come ho me, hug my dogs, 

and cry .• 

Lee Lil'illguod is (/ CG regular cOlllriblllo r (lild rhe 
wllhorofRctircd Racing Grcyhounds for Dum mics. 
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exploring drug therapies 
By Kathleen Taylor 

The Compounding Pharmacy 

The compounding pharmacist can mask foul-tasting medicine in a tasty doggie treal. 

Webster's Dictiol1Q1Y defines pharmacy 
as the ru1, practice, or profession of preparing, 
preserving. compounding. and dispensing 

medical drugs. Compounding is the ancient 
art of pharmacy whereby the pharmacist 
prepares a custom ized medication accord­
ing to a doctor's specifications to meet an 

individual pat ient need. In other words , a 

compounding pharmacist makes medica­
tions from scratch, just as they were prepared 
2,000-plus years B.c. 

In the 19305 and 19405, approximately 
60 percent of all prescriptions dispensed 
by a pharmacist were compounded ri ght 

in that pharmacy. With the advent of mass 
production, compounding began to dwin­
dle. By Ihe end orlhe I 960s, one was hard­
pressed to find a pharmacy that still offered 
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compounding services. 
Thanks to a resurgence of interest in this 

science in recent years, pharmacy com­
pounding has become a valuable service to 
veterinarians and their patients. As any pet 
owner knows, giving pills to your furry friend 
is not a fun task. Compounding pharmacists 
have the training and expel1ise to mask dmgs 
in flavors and forms so your pet has no idea 
he is gett ing medicine. The phannacist can 
make palatable suspensions and even make 
tasty doggie treats containing an exact amount 
of medicine. This makes medicine time a 
stress-free exercise for both you and your pet. 

Flavoling a medicine to an animal's liking 
is only the beginning of what a compounding 
pharmacist can do to help you, your Grey­
hound (and other pets), and your veterinarian. 
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Veterinarians routinely prescribe human 
drugs when treating their patients, due to an 
insuffic ient supply of drugs manufactured 
for animals. Drug companies simply don't 
put a lot of their manufacturing dollars into 
animal medicat ions because there isn' t 
enough profit in it. Sad fo r all of us an imal 
lovers, but very true. Furthermore, most 
mass-produced human drugs have li mited 
strengths and dosage forms. Have you ever 
tried to cut a 500 mg tablet into ten equal 
pieces? Your compounding pharmacist can 
make a precisely tailored dosage just for 
your pet , ensuring that he gets the exact 
amount of drug necessary. 

Many dmgs have been removed from the 
market due to potent ial harm to humans, but 
they remain a safe and effective treatment 



for your dog. Your compounding pharmacist 
can obtai n the discontinued drug in its raw 
chemical form, compound it into the appro­
priate dose, and continue to provide the dmg 
for you r pel. Two examples are phenyl­
propanolamine (PPA) and diethylst ilbestrol 
(DES). Taken off the human market, they are 
still very va luable drugs to veterinarians. 
Both drugs are used Lo treaL urinary incon­
tinence in dogs ("Helping Incontinen t 
Hounds," Spring 2002 eG). If these drugs 
were no longer avai lable for veterinarians 
to prescribe, many dogs would not be with 
us today. 

What if your Greyhound must take sev­
eralmedications in order to treat a medical 
condition? Compounding pharmacists can 
combine multiple drug products into one 
dosage form. This makes it easier for you 
to medicate your dog, and often the combi­
nation is much less costly than buying two 
or three different preparations. 

What jf the drug you have to give your 
dog has unwanted side effects, such as nausea 
and vom iting? One of the most exci ting 
developments in pharmacy compounding 
is the advent of transdermal dosage forms. 
Simply put, the pharmacist can take a drug 
in its oral dosage form and incorporate it 
into a special gel. A thin layer of the gel can 
then be applied to a hairless surface on the 
animal (usually the in side flap of the ear 
works best). The gel is rapidly absorbed 
through the skin directly into the bloodstream, 
totally bypassing the gut. Not only can this 
decrease side effects, but the absorption from 
the skin directly to the bloodstream often 
results in much less drug being needed. For 
example, if a drug is given in an oral dose 
of 10 mg but 50 percent of it is destroyed by 
stomach-wall enzymes before reaching the 
bloodstream, the same drug would need to 
be administered in only a 5 mg dose if given 
transdermally. 

Many non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs (NSA IDs) can be administered in this 
way in order to circlllll vent the gastroin-

Alex, adopted by Jennifer and Randy Cutro of Tampa, Fla . 

testinal upset that often occurs in dogs. Grey­
hounds, as we all know, are particularly 
prone to arthritic and soft ti ssue problems, 
for which NSA IDs are a fairly common 
treatmenl.lsn' t it nice to know that there is 
a way to avoid causing a new problem whi Ie 
treating another? Not every drug can be 
made into this dosage form, but many can. 
Ask your veter inarian or compoundi ng 
pharmacist if it is an option for your pet. 

Transdermal drug delivery is the reason 
for the ex istence of Animal Pharm, LLC, 
the on ly "veterinarian-only" compounding 
pharmacy in the state of Massachusetts, and 
one of about 25 in the nation. About five 
years ago, one of my cats, Frasier, almost 
died from a urinary tract blockage. The med­
ication thaL was the drug of choice for this 
condition is one of the most bitter drugs on 
the face of this planet. I simply could not get 
the drug into him . Even if! managed to pin 
him down and force the liquid into his mOllth, 
he foamed at the mouth so excessively that 
the drug never made it down his throat! He 
hated me and I feared for his life. 

I asked my veterinarian about obtaining 
the drug in a trallsdennal form. Their COIll-
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pounding pharmacy said it could be done, 
and the veterinarian ordered it for me. 
Frasier's condition improved almost imme­
diately. The only problem was that it cost 
me almost as much to have the drug shipped 
overnight from the pharmacy in Wisconsin 
as it did for the drug itself. I started asking 
around and saw the need for a veterinary 
pharmacy right here in Massachusetts, and 
the rest is, as they say, history. Animal Phaml 
opened its doors on September 2, 200 I, and 
has been steadily growing since. 

Compou nding phannacists are medica­
tion "problcm solvers." I get such a kick out 
of going to work every day, knowing I am 
using my knowledge and expertise to help all 
those loving companions we all care so much 
about. A cari ng veterinarian who works 
c10scly with a compounding phannacist can 
great ly enhance the health and well-being 
of both you and your pet. • 

Kal11leell Taylol; R.Ph .. FACVP is II 1987 gradllale 
of Massachllsells College of Pharmacy and a Fe/­
low illlhe American College ofVelerill(//)' Plwr-
1II(lci.5tS. She is the oWl/eraf Animal Pllarlll. LLC ill 
Scill/(/(e, Mass., the sole "veterinary ollly" phar­
/I/(/cy ill 'he Slate. She lilies ill Scitllme wirh three 
calS alld a dog. 
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hero hound 
By Sue Burkhard 

Dotti Hi Socks, Just in Time 

Ootti Hi Socks. PRAVEEHMUIALIK 

She's not very bright. She has several 
bad habits that were not di sc losed when I 

adopted her. And her cars are bigger then 

Dumbo's. I've tried to return her a dozen 
times, but those darn people who gave her 10 

me keep telling me they don ' t take returns. 

And now I think I' m stuck with her due to 

some ancient foreign legend that vaguely 
drifts about in my head. You know the one: 
" If someone saves your life, YOll become 

hers." Does it count if it was an accident? 

Maybe [ will find a loophole yet. 
This is how it happened . Doni Hi Socks 

and I have taken to walki ng for fun and exer­

cise. Most even ings, I pack the little bundle 
of neuroses up in the van and head off to the 

local recreational trail for our evening stroll . 

I figure thi s has two positive e ffects: I get in 

belle r shape, and Snolli DOlli gets worn out 

so she doesn ' t go on any search-and-destroy 

miss ions in the middle of the night. 
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One nig ht I packed the ever-anxious, 

bounc ing demon into the van sh0l11y before 

dusk and headed down to the park. I decided 

to park on top of the bluff overlooking the 

trail instead of down in the trai lhead parking 

lot. This was close to the fountain that Ddppi 

Dotti likes to wade through and would be a 

nice ending spot for our wa lk. 

I dlive a minivan with heavily tinted win­

dows so unless you look very closely (or 

Doni is being ex tra obnoxious) you would 

not know she is in the van ulltill open the 

door and let her out. 

I exi ted my van, carryi ng my fanny pack 

and juggling my keys. I headed around the 

back to the slider door 0 11 the passenger side, 

where I was approached by fi ve males in 

the ir late teens or ea rl y twenties. One of 

them was carrying a stack of roll nd plasti c 

kitchen clocks. Very strange. Ijust ignored 

them. As I rounded the corne r of my van, 

they formed a semi-c ircle behind me. One of 

them started to try to make conve rsation. 

"Are you hav ing fun yet?" he asked, in 

a s lightly aggressive tone. "Nope," I replied 

as 1 continued to edge toward the slider and 

fumble with my keys. "Do you want to have 

some fun?" he continued. "Nope," I sa id. 

Then the dude s tarts flin ging the clocks 

behind my back into the grassy area nex t to 

my van, missing me by about a foot each 

time. "You sure you don' t want to have some 

fun?" he asked. At thi s point 1 thought that 

he wanted the flyin g clocks to di stract me 

(maybe they couldn 't find any Frisbees, they 

stole all the clocks, or something) so the oth­

e rs could jump up and grab the fan ny pack 

that was still hanging from my hand. 

At thi s point I finally reached the slide r 

door, fo und my key, and pulled the door 

open. I grabbed Dolli Hi Socks by the collar 
as she jumped ou t onto the pavement. And 
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there she bounded, ears standing ta ll er then 

the fiercest Dobennan, tail riding high, lung­

ing and tugging to get to the hoodlums. One 

of them ca lled out to the others: "Man, she's 

got a dog - Let's get outta here!" They took 

off jogging down the bluff. Of course, poor 

Dott i just stood there, puzzled as to why 

they were not overcome by her cuteness and 

g iving he r the adoration she so deserves. 

1 ca lled the police on my cell phone, told 

them w hat happened, and gave them a 

description. When they caught up with part 

of the g roup about 30 minutes late r, they 

explained they were just "messing around" 

and were not go ing to do anything . Since 

they had not actually threa tened me o r 

touched me, there was not much the police 

could do except take their names and let 

them know they wo uld be keepi ng an eye 

on them. 

Doni Hi Socks and 1 continued our walk , 

and I rewarded the little accidental heroine 

wi th ice cream afterwards. She's s till trying 

to fi gure out what she did to deserve that. 

Lale r, l got a call from one of the detec­

ti ves razzing me about the incident and ask­

ing if I had my gun on me at the time (I work 

for a neighboring police department). I told 

him I had no need for a gun when Dotti Hi 

Socks was on the job . • 

SI/e Burkhard lives ill Bellioll HarbOl; Mich. \Iiilh 
Doui./our olher dogs. {Illd/ourea/s. She is (/II aClil'e 
member 0/ Friends o/Greyhound SUI'POrl Kal/sas 
Cily, lind {III/ember o/'he Gre(l/ LlIkes Greyhollnd 
G(l/herillg Planning COII/millee. 



Little Red Wagon Plant Stand 
Did you know that there were wagons pro­

duced in the 50s, 60s, and 70s with a Grey­
hound logo? We were lucky enough to find a 

few of these vintage wagons at estate sales 
here in rural Pennsylvania. The problem was 
that the wheels were nlsted oul and in terrible 

shape. Our solution? Plant stands, of course. 

Materials Needed 
One old wagon 
FOll r table legs 
Two pieces of wood for cross pieces (size 
will va ry depending on size of wagon) 

Four pieces of wood for the skirt (s ize 
will va ry depending on size of wagol1) 

1. The Wagon Bed 
Any small child 's wagon will work. 

Remove the handle, wheels, and all the sus­

pension framing. Clean up the wagon bed 
and then spray it with two or three coats of 
spar varnish. Set as ide to dry. 

2. The legs and Skirt 
Nothing fa ncy here. Use some old tab le 

legs or buy brand new ones at the home cen­
ter. Square off the top of the legs to make 
attachment of the skirt boards much easier. 

The skit1 boards should be cut so that the 
fini shed length and width are equal to or a lit­
tle less than the length and width of the 
wagon bed. Attach the skirt boards to the 
legs with fi nishing nails or screws. 

3. The Cross Pieces and Slats 
Cut two pieces of wood for the cross 

pieces. The cross pieces should be long 
enough to fit inside the wagon bed width­
wise. The width of the cross pieces should 
be close to the width of the squared top sec­
lion of the legs. 

Cut four to six pieces of wood for the 
slals. The slats should be long enough to fit 
inside the wagon bed lengthwise. The widLh 
of the cross pieces can vary depending on 
what wood you have on hand. 

4. Sanding, Staining, or Painting 
Sand all the wood pieces smoolh. Ifyoll 

want the natura l wood look, just apply your 
favorite stain and a coat or two of spar var­
nish after Ihe sta in has dried. Or paint the 
table the colors of that special hound decor. 
Add a coat of spar va rni sh after the paint 
has dried. 
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corriga ns' crafts 
By Jack and Amy Corrigan 

5. Assembly 
Place the wagon bed on top of the 

leg/sk irt board subassembly. Mark the 
wagon bed bottom so that the holes for the 
attachment screws are centered on the top 
of each of the legs. Take the wagon bed off 
the leg/sk irt bonrd subnsscmbly. Drill the 
four holes in the wagon bed bottom. 

Use the wagon bed bottom as a template 
and mark the holes j ust dri lled a ll the cross 
pi eces. The cross pieces shou ld be posi­
tioned directly over the legs. DriJllhe holes 
in the cross pieces. 

Place the wagon bed on the leg/skirt 
board subassembly. Pl ace the t \~O cross 
pieces in the wagon bed. Attach everything 
with screws through the pre-drilled holes. 
Arrange the slats on the cross pieces and 
attach them using small fi nish nails. 

While you are at it, why not make a 
wagon plant stand and donate it to your local 
Greyhound adoption group?You' lI feel great 
about il and they will make good use of it. • 

cgmagazine 13 



adoptions 
By Mary Neubauer 

Prairie Beach: How to Plan a Reunion 

Prairie Beach guests opened the event by participating in thei r own version of the Olympic Parade of Athletes. One guest from each stale or province was the standard 
bearer for the group. SUSAN COOK 

A reunion that brings together Grey­
hounds and adoption enthusiasts from long 
distances offers all important opportunity 
to strengthen the adoption movement and 

exchange success stories from local areas. 
Last September, after months of plan­

ning, an Iowa adoption group that had only 
ex isted for aboll t a year held a three-day 
reunion. Greyhollnds and Iheirowners from 

len slates and a Canadian province attended 
the event. 

The steps fo llowed by Hear<land Grey­

hound Adoption (HGA) to organize and host 
Prairie Beach: A Gathering of Champions 
can serve as a tip sheet for other groups think­
ing about plann ing a reunion of the ir OWI1. 
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Talk of a Reunion, then Action 
The idea for a Midwest reunion for those 

involved in Greyhound adoption began with 
so me initial conversations among HGA 
members in the sUl11l11erof 2001 . That fall, 
a handful of Heartland Greyhound me m­
bers attended Greyhounds Reach the Beach, 
an annua l Greyhound event in Dewey 
Beach, Delaware, lO see a reun ion inaction. 

Plans took night from there. At Hea rt ­
land Greyhound 's meeting in October2001 , 
group members approved a plan for a reun ion 
in central Iowa. 

HGA pres ident l orene King of Bon­
durant , Iowa sa id she looked forward to an 
opportu nity to strengthen the ne twork of 
Greyhound adoption groups. "We' re ayoung 
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group - HGA just officially got started in 
200 1 - but we 've already di scovered that 
we're often so busy with Oll r work to help 
Greyhounds that it 's hard to find time to 

reach out to other groups. A reunion would 
give us all a chance 10 relax, e njoy each 
other's company, and most importantly, 
share ideas," she s tated . HGA members 
decided to call thei r reunion Prairie Beach 
in a nod to Dewey Beach combined with the 
Midwest plains heritage. 

About a dozen HGA members ag reed to 
lead the reunion organizing efforts. Some 
were in charge of speci fi c events while olh­
ers handled larger areas such as sponsorship 
and registration. The group decided to organ­
ize the entire reunion follow ing the timeline 



of a Greyhound race day. Registration was 
called "weigh in " whil e Prairie Beac h's 
opening event was known as "pre-race con­
ditioning." The first night 's snack was called 
the "night-before-race meaL" 

Host Site Determines the Rest 
HGA members SOOI1 learned that the fi rst 

decision involved in planning wou ld also 
be the most important : choosing the host 
site. The host si te and its facilities largely 
determine the types of events you can have 
and the length of the reunion. HGA members 
chose the central Iowa city of Altoona as the 
reunion's host community, then searched 
within that local area for lodging to accolll­
modate an event wit h dozens of dogs in 
attendance. 

Altoona, a community of about 10,500 
on the east side of the Des Moines metro 
area, has easy access to interstate highways, 
spaciolls city parks, and dog-fliendly lodging 
and campgrounds. As part of an urban area, 
Altoona still maintains the feel of a smaller 
town. HGA members gained suppor( for 
their reunion plans fro m Altoona leaders 
and soon reached an agreement with an 
Altoona hotel to host the event. 

Jody Evans, an HGA member frol11 
Altoona who coordinated fac ilities for the 
reunion, said Prairie Beach organizers worked 
hard to stress the positi ves of a dog-related 
event. "We were able to discuss the success 
of Greyhound reunions in other parts of the 
country and stress the responsible attitude 
of people wil ling to volunteer their time to 
find homes for retired racers. We also joined 
the Altoona Area Chamber of Commerce to 
help demonstrate our intent to be a respon­
sible comlllunity partner." 

Evans said that any group planning a 
reunion must decide the length of the event 
early. If you are planning a reunion that will 
span a weekend, you' ll require a site with 
enough roO IllS to handle reservations for 
dozens of guests and meeting areas to hold 
large crowds. A smaller hotel cou Id su ffice if 

Prairie Beach guests enjoyed the sounds of the Vocal Illusion quartet from the Sweet Adelines during the 
reunion's ice cream social. SUSAN tOOK 

there are enough additional hotels nearby to 
handle any overtlow and if enough extra meet­
ing space is available in the immediate area. 

A hotel's pet policy is also an issue that 
must be addressed up front. Some pet poli­
cies meal1 only small pets are allowed; others 
welcome larger dogs as we ll . Green space is 
an item that can' t be overlooked. A hotel that 
offers the amenities you need but is sunuunded 
by highrises, concrete sidewalks, and paved 
streets probably won ' t work we ll for an 
event attended by dozens of dogs who need 
time outside. 

Accordi ng to Evans, a well -organi zed 
first meeti ng with hotel representatives can 
overcome concerns a business might have 
about so miJny dogs being on its premises 
at the same time. As part of your approach: 

Stress the business opportun ity created 
by your reunion and estimate as best you 
can the expected attendance figures 
Share with the hotel your group 's bro­
chures, histol)', and memrership numbers 
Provide copies of your group 's insurance 
policies 
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Provide a letter of reference, perhaps frol11 
a veterinarian who cares for your group's 
Greyhounds or from a local pel supply 
store where you hold meet-and-greets 
Share the reunion schedule of events 

Offer a Schedule with Something for 
Everyone 

Whil e Greyhounds can unite adopt ion 
groups, dog owners ' individual preferences 
in the events they enjoy at reunions are as 
varied as the people themselves. Some enjoy 
re laxing and chatting with other guests, 
some want to buy Greyhound-related mer­
chandi se, some like to enter competitions 
with their dogs, and others may want to find 
answers to particular issues fac ing their dogs 
or groups. Bounce ideas around and try to 
detennine a schedule that will accomlllodate 
a wide range of activity levels and interests. 

An imp0l1ant point to remember in your 
preparations is that a rame or auction often 
is one of the IllOSt popular events at any reunion 
or convention. It can double as an imp0l1ant 
fundraiser for your group. Internet searches, 
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While Prairie Beach's human guests enjoyed some time for conversation during the reunion's catered picnic, 
the Greyhounds in attendance used the opportunity to grab a nap. MARY NEU8AUER 

combined wi th in· person introduc tions in 

your local area, can identi fy hundreds o f 

companies that se ll Greyhound· and dog­

related merchandise. If your group has non· 

profit status, ask for donations in exchange 

for tax write·o ffs and recognitio n in the 

reunion program. You can offer the donated 

merchandise for auction. 

Spread the Word 
After securing a home for the reunion, 

HGA o rganize rs needed to find a way to 

inex pens ive ly spread the word abo ut the 

event. They ultimately chose a grassroots 

approach to reach other Greyhound groups 
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directly while minimizing advel1ising costs. 

By searching the Intemet for Greyhound 

and racetrack websites, HGA was able to 

identify about 130 adoption groups within 

500 miles of the Des Moines area. HGA sent 

mail ings to these groups inviti ng their mem· 

be l'S to attend Prairie Beach. Four separate 

mailings, combined with a few months' 

adverti sing in dog·specific magaz ines, pro· 

vided an overview of Prairie Beach. It al so 

direc ted those in te rested to vis it the HGA 

website at www.heartlandgreyhoundadop· 

tio n.org where a lin ked site dedicated to 

Prairie Beach was establi shed. The Prairie 

Beach webs ite prov ided a full schedul e of 
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events at the reunion, maps of the area, li st· 

ings of Des Moines community attrac tions, 

and the latest de tail s about the reunion as 

they developed. 

Organizers needed to put a face on Prairie 

Beach by creating a brand identity. A local 

arti st created a logo with a modern touch for 

Prairie Beach featuring a styli zed Greyhound 

running ac ross the ro lling plains. 

The nex t priority was to line up speakers 

and th is is where the strength of HGA mem· 

bers' cOlllmunity involvement was apparent. 

An HGA member with ti es to Iowa State 

Uni ve rs ity ex tended a speaking engagement 

invitat ion that was accepted by Dr. Claudia 

Baldwin, Associate Professor at ISU Collegc 

of Veteri nary Medici ne. Another HGA Illem· 

bel' had connect ions to the American 

S ighthound Field Association and made a 

speaking engagement offcr that was accepted 

by Kent Standerford, o ne o f it s reg io nal 

directors . Still another HGA invitation to 

speak was accepted by Cindy Hanson, editor· 

ill-chief of Celebmtil1g Greyhounds Magazine. 
" We wanted to make sure that Prairie 

Beac h woul d be educa ti o nal fo r those 

attending as well as enteI1aining," King said. 

As plans developed for speci fi c events, 

sponsorship and vendor activities were also 

underway. Brochures about Prairie Beach 

were produced and distributed . Some local 

businesses prov ided donations to support 

Prairie Beach while others agreed to discount 

necessary supplies. Letters were sent to ven· 

dors of Greyho und· and dog- re la ted mer· 

chandise and several businesses accepted 

invitations for vendor booths at Prairie Beach. 

Begin Planning Months in Advance 
The HGA organiz ing activities for Prairie 

Beach demonstrate that an event att ended 

by dozens, if not hundreds, o f people and 

dogs require months of planning. MallY meet· 

ing halls, hote ls, and conference facilities 

hav ing bookings months in advance, so the 

search must begin earl y. And , as with any 

vo lunteer acti vity, the work for the reunion 
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should be spread out among enough people 

so that 110 one fee ls overwhelmed. Monthly 

meetings, followed by weekly updates as 

the event approac hes, can keep pl ans on 

track. Consider the va riolls areas you will 

need to address: 

Finance: How will your group pay for 
the advance reserva tio ns you need to 

make and supplies YOLI need to buy? 

Registration: How wi ll guests registe r to 

attend your event - through the mai l, 

over the telephone, or via the Internet ? 
What sort of information should guests 
be given in advance - schedules, maps, 

programs. speaker bios? 

Facilities: In additiolllO a host site, what 

requirements will your reunion have? 

Will YOLI need meet ing rooms, tables and 

chai rs, microphones, decorations, podi­

UIllS, and multi-media equipment for pre­

sentations? Will YOll need sig ns a lo ng 

st reets marking the way between event 

locati o ns or transportation between 

events? Will you need ahemate rain loca­

tions for your events or your e ntire 

reunion? 

Eve nt s : Strive for a mi x of events fo r 

guests' vary ing ages, act ivity levels, and 

interests. Assign a group member to over­

see each event. Don' t forget meals because 

with a ll the ac ti vit ies, people (and dogs) 

will get hungry! 

Vendors: How many vendors will YOll 

want at your event in re lation to the num­

ber of guests expected? What merchan­

dise do you want them to se ll ? What fee 

will you charge for vendor booth space? 

Will you require vendors to make a dona­

tion to your raffle or auction? 

Govenunent affairs: Local officials should 

be informed about you r event and kept 

apprised of developments. What permits 

or prior authorization wi ll you need? 

Public re lations: A we ll -planned event 

won' t succeed if people don ' t know 

about it. How wi ll you spread the word 

about your event - through a website, 

advertising, e-mail campaign, li stings in 

dog-related publications? Pre)J<'U'C brochures 

and posters to distribute in advance. You 

may want to deve lop a logo for an easil y 

ide ntifiable look. Don' t fo rge t a local 

media campaign as your event nears . 

Sponsorship: Planning a major event 

involves expense. Finding sponsors can 

help allev iate some of the cosl. Pet supply 

companies, veterinalY practices, pet food 

disllibutors, <md local businesses can derive 

va luable exposure to new customers by 

becoming sponsors of you r event. 

In the fi nal month before Prairie Beach, 

organizers worked together to identify the 

small detai ls that still needed attentioll. Chil­

dl'Cn at a day care owned by an HGA member 

decorated mi lk jugs that were stuffed with 

plastic bags and used as waste clean-up sta­

tions at Prairie Beach events. HGA developed 

a list of "good guest guidel ines" that were 

sent in advance to all reg istered Prairie Beach 

guests, advising them of helpful supplies they 

could bling to the hotel plus health and safety 

issues they should cons ider for their dogs. 

Group members made signs identifying spe­

cific l'Cunion events that pointed the way along 

streets leading from the hotel to a local park. 

The Event Arrives 
When your reunion an'ives, planners must 

remain focused. You ' ll need a registra ti on 

table with enough staffers to quickly check 

in guests and d istribute reg istrat ion packets 

conta in ing programs, maps, schedules, 

nametags, and maybe even some dog treats. 

Each event manager will need to wo rk 

wi th your reunion's facilities coordinator to 

make sure all supplies are ready and that the 

event can strut at its specified time. Each event 

should have clearly marked signs and you 

may want to make decorations 100. To help 

guests keep on track, take time at the end of 

each event to announce the next event and 

starting time. 

You may want to assign a group member 

or two to take photos or shoot video during 
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the reunion so you can document the activ­

ities and share photos afterwards . 

Your reunion will fl y by but your careful 

plan ning should payoff in fu n and enter­

tainme nt for a ll. Heart la nd Grey hound 's 

planning yielded an event with an opening 

parade of athletes, helpful speakers, an auc­

tion of Greyhound-related merchandise, an 

ice cream socia l with entertainment fro m 11 

voca l quarte t, two complimentary break­

fasts, a catered indoor picnic, live lure-cours­

illg demonstrations, and a bonfire memorial. 

Relax a Little, then Regroup and 
Analyze 

Within a few weeks of your event, your 

planning cOlllmittee should regroup, review 

notes , and analyze both the successes and 

the areas that need attent ion. You may have 

decided whether or not YOll walll to continue 

your event for anothe r year. That decision 

will need to be made quickly so faci lity reser­

vat ions and other planning can begin anew. 

If you decide to continue, you' ll have a 

year of va luable experience to bui ld on, giv­

ing you ajumpstal1 on your next reunion . If 

your reunion was a one-time event , sit back, 

enjoy your memories and photographs, and 

congralUlate yourselves on ajob we ll done! 

HGA members followed up the regroup­

then-analyze strategy and currently are 

working o n plans for the nex t Prairie Beach, 

scheduled for September 2003 in Altoona. 

"We addressed so Illany detai ls last year 

that th is yea r's pl an ning is going mo re 

quickly," King sai d. "We know we have a 

lot of work to clo, but we' re looking forward 

to ano the r weekend dedicated to Grey­

hounds - and their owners." • 

Mary Neubal/er works ill pl/blic reim io/lS alld is {/ 
member oj HearllOl1d Greyholtlltl Adoplion. a 1/0 1-

for-profil 501 (c)(3) orgal/ izalioll ill eenlrallowa 
l)roll10lillg the (I(/oplion oj relired racing Grey­
hO/ll/(/s. She (11/(/ her hllsballd Rhe/t ROllth liI·e ill 
Clil'e, 101m. 11";111 Iheirlll·o adopted Greyhoullds. 
ResClle alld R.J., Iheir adopted Jack RIIssellterriel; 
Ricky. alld of Ie II limes, a Creylwl/lul ill Josler care 
l!"ilhHCA . 
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adoptions 
By Dianne Shadle 

The Buddy System 
Providing Support for New Adopters 

Nittany buddies with their Greyhounds. 

A major obj ec ti ve of all Greyhound 
adoption groups is to provide education and 
support to ensure successful adopt ions. For 
many adopters, the education beg in s at a 
meet-and-greet or an IlltCIl1Ct website. Much 
of the in-depth education of new adopters 

occ urs before the adopt ion aC lUally takes 

place. Home visits, adoption manual s, and 
well-knowll publications such as Retired Rac­
illg Greyhollnds!or Dummies and Adopting 

the Racing Greyhollnd are proven tools for 
educating new adopters. 

Provid ing conti nuing support can be a 

more difficult (ask for the ndoplion group. 

Thi s is especially true when a significant 
number of dogs arc being placed over a large 
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geographical area and with limited volun­
teers. As volunteers with Nittany Greyhounds 
and as retired educators. we deve loped a 
system to address this difficulty based on a 
practi ce used by Pennsy lvani a sc hool s 
known as mentoring. Mentoring pairs a new 
teacher with an experienced one whose role 
is to ass ist the llew teacher through the first 
year. Our system, the Nittany buddy system, 
is designed to accomplish the same goal by 
providing each new adopter with a seasoned 
olle - someone who has experi ence with 
adopting a Greyhound. The mentor shows the 
novice the ropes by patterning and tra ining 
them. Th e mentor has been through the 
process, be it teaching children or dea ling 
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with the adjustment of a new dog into a 
household. Mentors offer advice and guid­
ance with problems as they arise. 

Each new adopter is asked if he would 
li ke a buddy to help him through the initial 
adjustment period aner the adoption. This 
offer is made at the time of the home visit, 
or by phone or e-mail. The potential adopter 
is lold what kind of help he can expect from 
his buddy. To date, no one has refu sed the 
oller of a buddy. The new adopter is ass igned 
a buddy, usually from his geographical area. 
In some cases, we assign a buddy who has 
a dog with a similar personality or a dog 
fromlhe sallle kennel, owner, or trainer. The 
local adoption representatives are 1110st 



familiar with the volunteers who have offered 

to se rve as buddies, so they are in charge of 

new recmits. The buddy keeps in touch with 

the adoption re presentative by e-mail or tele­

phone to rep0l1 on the progress of adjustment 

and any problems encountered by the adopter. 

Buddies can do much to lighten the load of 

a busy adoption representative. 

Our group uses a very casual approach. 

An immediate goa l for Nittany Greyhounds 

is to beg in keeping a written li st of buddies 

and their characteristics, such as location, 

types of G reyhounds, and issues they could 

handle. If, in the future, we have a buddy 

coordinator or our program grows, this would 

be ve ry useful. Many times we just go with 

a gut feeling of which people wo uld make a 

good match. 

Who makes a good buddy? A good buddy 

is someone who is reliable and will foll ow 

through with contac ts, e-mail , and phone 

call s during and after the initial adjustment 

period. A good buddy is a friendly, outgoing 

pe rson with good people skill s. He is Grey­

hound savvy and loves the breed. We look 

for the volunteer who has a soft approach, 

someone who is non-threate ning to the new 

adopter. We also look for good li steners, as 

new adopters often have llluch to share. 

Ju st as with the me ntor-teac he r re la ­

tionship, the experi enced adopters who act 

as buddies need some informal trainin g. 

They are expec ted to make the contact, pro­

vide support and e nco uragement , answer 

quest ions, and be a li stening ear for all the 

brags and good news. Buddies are e ncour­

aged to personally invite the new adopters to 

adoption g roup events. CUlTently, we do not 

have a formal buddy training program. The 

adoption representative simply visits with 

the new buddies and sets expectations about 

the ir role, about what kinds of problems they 

should address, and when they should involve 

the re presentative . For example, N ittany 

buddies always refer separation anxiety and 

health problems to the adopt ion represen­

tati ve, who is more equipped to dea l with 

these issues . T here are cases, however, where 

the buddy may remain involved ifhe chooses 

to he lp or fee ls comfortable with the situa­

tion. If the task of being a buddy becomes 

too complex or too involved, some volunteers 

might bUill out. We like to make thi s an easy, 

pleasant re lationship for both parties. 

T he response to the Nittany buddy sys­

tem has been extreme ly positive from both 

sides . Many expe ri e nced adopters have 

become buddies to more tluUl one new adopter 

and new adopters have in turn reques ted to 

serve as buddies. The new adopters have 

reported that they are comfortable sharing 

the ir experiences and concerns with the ir 

buddies. Once a new adopter has positive 

contact with the buddy, in many cases they 

request to do the same for someone e lse. 

Our new adopters are a valuable resource 

as they have just recently gone through the 

adjustment period with a new-G reyhound. 

While working together, some of the Nit­

tany buddies have become c lose personal 

friends. Some get together weekly for walks 

and visit the local dog park. Others do meet­

and-greets together and have even shared 

condos at Dewey Beach. 

One of our recent adopters was sight ­

impaired. Since ne ither she nor her husband 

is able to dri ve due to vision problems, the 

buddy drove the m to the ke nne l for the 

adoption. The family's dog guide was a lso 

inc luded so he could be part of the process 

of picking Ihe appropriate Greyhound. Fol­

lowing the adoption, Ihe buddy also helped 

arrange transpol1 at ion for meet-and-greets, 

fun walks, and even obedience classes. 

Nittany Greyhounds recently completed 

an adoption that presented some serious sep­

aration anxiety issues . The dog could not be 

c rated, as she repeatedly harmed herse lfby 

trying to escape the crate. In thi s case, two 

Nittany buddies and the adoption represen­

tative successfully worked through the prob­

le m. One buddy li ved in the ne ighborhood 

and the other buddy recently faced similar 

problems with a new dog. The adopter related 
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velY well to the buddies and their suggestions, 

and was comfortable communicating about 

her sllccesses and failures . With suggestions 

coming from several differe nt perspecti ves, 

the adopter was able to find strat eg ies that 

worked for he r dog. While she was a bit 

reluctant to share her proble ms and concerns 

in the beginning , we found that as we 

worked together with her, she became much 

more open and willing to share information 

about the problems she was facing. That dog 

is now a happy couch potalo and the adopter 

is a Nittany buddy to someone else. 

An unexpected benefit of the buddy sys­

tem has been to increase the involvement of 

both new and experi e nced adopters. New 

adopters are sometimes reluctant to take part 

in adoption group events no t knowing how 

they will be received or how the ir dogs will 

react in a new situation. This reluctance has 

been overcome by having a buddy there to 

welcome them . The buddy often invites the 

new adopter to participate in Nittany Grey­

hound events like the annual picnic, fundrais­

ers, meet-and-greets, and our monthly fun 

walk. Buddi es, having invited the ir new 

charges, also attend more events. We are 

finding that the Nittany buddy sys te m is 

increas ing sati sfact ion for new and experi­

enced adopters alike. 

Adopting a retired racing Greyhound can 

be a scary experience, espec ially if you take 

seriously all of the dos and don'ts you read 

concerning Greyhound adoption. We feel 

that the buddy system is an effective tool in 

making the adoption a less stressful expe­

rience for everyone involved. It has also pro­

vided our group with the unexpected be ne­

fit s o f pe rsonal friendships and greater 

invo lvement. • 

Dialllle Shadle al1d herhusbal/d Jill/ are retired edll" 
('alOrs I\'ho tr(ll'e/ ill amofOrllOlIlejorsevemlmollfhs 
{/ year with their Greyhounds Runnel; Farrah. (lnd 
P(lulo. Di(lnne alld Jim serve 011 the board oj Ni/ ­
/(1 1/), Gre)'hol/l/(/~i il/ Port Matilda, Po. Di(/l/lle i~i Nit­
Tally Greyho/ll/ds adoption represellt(llive jor the 
greater Harrisblllg. Pa. area. 
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activities 
Story and Photos 

by Joan Headland 

Dazzle and Skyler Take the Ferry 

The ferry waits to take Dazzle and Skyler from Nova Scolia to Newfoundland, 

Skyler and Dazzle enjoy the view from the door of 
the RV. 

When we first considered the idea of 

vacationing in Newfoundland, one of Ollr 

major concerns was how the trip would be 

for ollr dogs. We have two Greyhounds: 5-

year-old Dazzle and 3-year-old Skyler. We 

enjoy taking them with LI S when we travel 
in our rec reational vehicle CRY) and won', 

consider leaving them anywhere while we 

vacation. We started gathering information 
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through the Inte rnet so that we could be 

properly prepared. 

Other than flyin g, the only way to get 10 

Newfoundland is by ferry. The re arc two 

ferries to Newfoundland - one lasting fi ve 
and-a-halfto six hours, the other lasting 13 

to 14 hours. We decided that the longer trip 

was out of the question for Dazzle and Skyler, 

so we concentrated on the shorter trip 

de parting from North Sydney, Nova Scot ia 

and arriving in Port Aux Basques, New­

foundland. The following is a description 

of our experience traveling by felTY with our 

Greyhounds. 

Pets are not permitted on passe nger 

decks. Kennels are available without charge 

and are located 0 11 the left anci right side of 

the ship on the number four deck. To ensure 

the security of pets during the voyage, pad­

locks are available on payment of a depos it 

or you can bring your own padlock. Animals 

can be taken frolll the kennels to the number 

three ca r deck to re lieve themselves. The 

owne r is respons ible for cleaning up after 

the pet. 

We spoke with several people who had 

taken the ir dogs on the ferry to Newfound­

land. One told us that when she went down 
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to her RV to walk the dogs in the afternoon, 

she just stayed the re and did no t return to 

the passenger deck. Another assured us that 

one of the staff members would let li S go to 

our vehicle as often as we liked. T he more 

we talked with people who had trave led on 

the ferry, the less concerned we were. 

In J lil y, after several months of planning 

and making reservations, we packed LIp the 

RV and headed out. We drove east from Ari ­

zona , making short stops along the way to 

vis it friends and family. Two weeks later, 

we arrived in Baddeck, Nova Scotia , where 

we stayed overnight in a KOA campground. 

The nex t mo rning, we awoke at 5:00 

a.I11., walked the dogs, di sconnected the RV 

water and e lec tri c, a nd headed for North 

Sydney, Nova Scot ia to catc h the ferry to 

Newfoundland. We were required to be there 

an hour before the ferry ' s scheduled 9:00 

a.m. departure. \Ve had been warned that 

there would be heavy fog in addition to only 

one lane of traffic going over Seal Bridge. It 
was onl y 52 miles, but we did not want to 

risk being late. We arrived at 7:00 a.l11. with 

am ple time to wa lk and feed the dogs and 

to have our own breakfast in the RY. 

This was our first time taking our RV on 

board a ferry, so we weren't Slll'e what to 

expect. We were directed into a pre-boarding 

lane . The lanes were narrow and our RV is 

wide, so we were a little nervous navigating 

our way to the boarding plank. 

Many people were out of the ir vehicles 

walking around, but s ince we had no idea 

of what to expect, we ste pped outside only 

briefly, to take a few pictures (I would have 

take n llluch more time had I known that we 

wo uld be told over the loudspeaker when 

we needed to return to our vehic les) . Even­

tuall y, we were directed to the lowe r deck, 

where we waited while many trucks were 

loaded. Finally, we drove on and parked. 
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Skyler and Dazzle guarding the Citadel, an historic 
site in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 

With the dogs leashed, we left the RV and 
headed in the same direc tion as eve ryone 

e lsc. A crewmember direc ted LI S to the e le­

vator, infonn ing us that the dog kennels were 

on the deck above. Though it was their fi rst 
e leva tor ride, Dazz le and Skyler behaved 

like pros even if they didn 't quite understand 
the ea rth moving under the ir feel. 

As we unde rstood it , passengers w ith 

kenne led dogs wo uld be able to visit them 

every couplc of hours and wa lk them. Ifwe 

left them in the RV, they would have to stay 

there for the entire trip. We thought the ken­
ne ls would be best for the dogs conside ring 

that the slay would be over six hours, includ­

ing lime for di sembarking. A crewmember 

on deck four showed us to the kenne ls and 

explained that he would bring us to the ken­

ne ls so thm we could take the dogs oul. 

Dazz le we ill into a crate immediate ly, 

turned aro und a couple o f limes, and la id 

down. Skyler refused . We tri ed pushing and 

shoving and coaxing Skyler to get into the 

crate, but it wasn' t going to happen. As it 

tumed out , Skyler was Sll1aJ1er than we were 

because the c rate was ne ithe r tall enough 

nor long enough for him. Since the kenne ls 

were no longer an option, we had no choice 

but to return the dogs to the RY. 

It was warm inside the RV and the fumes 

from the fe rry engines added to the di s­

comforl. We turned on the ce iling fan that 

lu ns off or tile house banery. Then, since we 

fi g ured that il would be bes t 10 pu sh the 

warm air out of the RV instead of bringing 

in the nasty fu mes, we quickl y reversed the 

direc tion - and blew the fuse. We knew we 

had no lime to look for a repl acement 

because it was time for us 10 move 10 the 

passenge r deck, so we hoped for the besl. 

We were not pleased abollt leaving the 

dogs in those conditions, but we had no 

choice. Since they are accustomed to be ing 

left in the RV for two or three hours, we felt 

sure they would just sleep. Many people had 

dogs in the ir vehicles and we were pre tty 

certa in that it would be okay. 

A fter about two hours, we couldn 't stand 

it any longer and began to look for a c rew­

member to escort us to Ollr RY. We were 

direc ted to the purser's offi ce, whe re we 

were told thm passengers could access thei r 

vehic les onl y at scheduled times. We would 

have to wait another half hour. 

Finally able to check on the dogs, we 

descended in the e levator, leashed the dogs, 

and asked the c rewmember in charge if we 

could take them up to an open deck to get 

some air. On deck three, Dazzle and Skyler 

looked all over for grass and trees be tween 

the cars and trucks. Finding none , they 

dec lined to re lieve themselves. We returned 

Skyler and Dazzle resting in the RV, 
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them to the RV, gave them some loving and 

a treat , and re turned to the e levator. 

Both e levators were locked. We resigned 

ourselves to the fac t that we had missed our 

chance to return to the uppe r dec k and 

returned to o ur RY. A c rewmember spotted 

us and direc ted us to the sta irs, where we 

c limbed two nights to the passenge r deck. 

We ate lunch, chatted, wa lked out on the 

open deck, and kept an eye on the clock, 

waiting for the nex t time that we would be 

pellllitted to take the dogs for a walk . Around 

I :45 p.m ., we were again escorted to the 

deck where we had parked our RY. We took 

the dogs fo r a no the r walk . This time, 

because they had been waiting for hours, 

they reli eved themselves. 

We had planned to stay in the RV for the 

rest of the trip , even though we knew it was 

against the rules, but the c rewme mber in 

charge was waiting for us (pe rhaps she had 

gotten into hot wafer for leaving us behind 

earlie r). 

We docked in Newfoundland at approx­

imate ly 2:30 p.m . and were o ff the ferry 

within half an ho ur. We drove to Grand 

Cod roy RV Camping Park for our first night 

in Newfoundland. We had trave led 65 miles 

by land and 107 miles by sea in one ve ry 

long day. We were pleased at how nice the 

campground was, but mos tl y we were 

pleased that it was not moving anci that we 

were a ll toge ther again . 

After two great weeks in Newfoundland, 

we re turned to Port aux Basques to catch 
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Ihe ferry to North Sydney, Nova Scotia. By 

thi s time, we felt like seasoned ferry trave l­

ers. We gOI in line to board the fe rry and 

relurn lO the mainland. 

We had decided ahead of time to ask to 

park on the open deck so that the dogs would 

have be tte r a ir. Not knowing who m to ask 

(we were not Illal seasoned), we asked evel), 

employee we saw. We asked the woman at 

the booth as we entered, the man who gave 

us the tag say ing OUl' propane tank was 

closed, the Illan who look our boarding pass, 

the man who directed LI S 10 move forward , 

and , finall y, the man who made the decision 

abou t where we would park . 

We saw other RVs go on board to the 

c1osecl lower vehicle deck and we hoped that 

we would ge t the open upper vehicle deck . 

We had cel1ainly expressed oll r desires and 

concerns to enough people. 

When a liI' turn came, we were pleasantly 

surprised at the ex tra aHention we received. 

Not on ly were we parked on the open deck, 

but the crew made certai n that our RV was 

the last one under the overhang. This al lowed 

our RV to be shelte red from the e lements. 

while allowing plenty of air to flow through 

the windows. The crewmembers paid c lose 

attention to providing room for the steps to 

come down as we ll as room for us to get in 

and out wi th the dogs. 

We were comfortab le leav ing the dogs 

in the RV this ti me and both Dazzle and 

Skyler seemed to be relaxed. We ascended 

with the other passengers, ate breakfast, and 

enjoyed the fe rry ride. When it came time 

to walk the dogs, we had no problems and no 

concerns. Even the fog and the fogho rn 

caused LI S no concern , with people talking 

about how close we were to where the 

Ti tan ic had gone down. We docked, d isem­

barked, and drove to a KOA Campground 

where we stayed the night. 

Dazzle and Sky Ie I' fared the tri p to New­

found land very well . They especiall y enjoyed 

a couple of enclosed areas where they could 

stretch out and 11111. The Newfoundland parks 

22 cgmagazln8 

Indy, adopted by Anne Ter Meer of N. Richland Hills, Texas. 

have s igns that read "Please stoop and 

scoop," and some even provide bags for pick­

ing up after your dogs. We found Newfound­

land to be a very clog- friend ly ancl people­

fr iend ly place. 

If you ever have an opportunity to visit 

Newfoundland, clon ' t pass it up . The peo­

ple and the scenery are fantasti c. And if you 
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are trave li ng by ferry with your dogs , be 

sure to ask to be parked on the open vehicle 

deck . • 

loon He(l(lIalld has lI'Orkedll'ilh Creyl lOl/lul adoplioll 
Jillce 1985 and 11'(1.\' (/ I'olll/lleer/or Creyhoulld Pets 
o/America/rolll 1987 ,11,." 2001. She (/{Iopled DlI::'­
:. Ie frolll GPAIOC-GLA (II/{I Sky/a/rolll CPNAri­
zona. She ('/II'I'(~ I/Ily Ii\'e.~ ill Cellll'(l/ 1\1'1<:0//(/ (l ild 
Iml'('ls lI'ilh 1/('1' Greyhollll(/s .wl l·emllime.\· a year 
\ ';(11110101' hOllle. 



living with greyhounds 
By lauren Emery 

Remembering Our Greyhounds 

00 you visit your Greyhound 's final resting spot and share your thoughts? Bernie stops for a visit in the woods at 
a canine friend's grave that is marked by a hand-hewn heart shaped slone. lAuRIN EMERY 

A Greyhound Prayer 
Whelll die, 

Lei it be (IS a p el 

So lhat someone 

Will remember //Ie. 

- Kathy Porter 

Do yo u remember when your adopted 

Greyhound first came into your life? Did you 

vie with family members for the privilege 

of holding the beautiful c rea ture 's leash on 

walks? Did he lise your antique chairs as chew 

toys, shred ncwspapers for entertai nment. 

and pee on the woodpile by the stove? Soon 

thi s exotic st ranger adapted to his Ilew life 

in your house, learning house manners and 

routines. And when you weren't looking, 
he made himself at home on yo ur couch and 

snuggled into a cozy corner of your hear!. 

At the start of your adventure toge the r, 

the last thing on your mind was his death. 
Some of us have been fortunate to have 

shared many years of our li ves w ith our 

adopted Greyhounds, whi le death took some 

100 soon - some lila), 100 SOOI1 . A number 

of our Greyhound compani ons have SlI C­

cumbed to thc cffec ts of agc or illness and 

some to acc ident or injury. Many or us have 

had the opportunity to plan how and where 

our ai ling Greyhounds would leave the eru1h; 

for othe rs, thc death of our dog came as a 

completc shock. With Greyhound adoption 
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having mushroomed a number of years ago, 

it seems that so many of our needle nose 

friends have died. With the ir average lifes· 

pan being 12· 14 years old, odds are tha t 

most of liS will outlive our Greyhounds. 

Each de<.lth will be a loss and create a vo id , 

but all will have enriched our lives with 

many memories. Although we may eventu­

ally adopt another Greyhound, each has left 

unique paw prints on our heart. 

Was your Greyhound your companion , 

confidante, comforter, and cudd le· bug ? 

Dogs play many roles in our livcs. They give 

us a reaSOIl to get out of bed cvcry morning, 

get fresh a ir, and exercisc. Thcy can he lp us 

connect to other human be ings. Exception­

ally toleran t, they never complain about our 

taste in music orour vocal talcnts and could 

not care less abou t aliI' bad hair days. Their 

sensitivi ty to human emotions often makes 

us wonder if they're psychic. 

Studies have demonstrated that dogs can 

impact positive ly on our physical and men· 

lal health. Their presence in our lives can 

lower blood pressure, cholestcrol, and uiglyc­

e rides. They can he lp decrease stress and 

improve surviva l after a majo r illness. No 

wonder then that the death ofa beloved dog 

can be a hCaJ1breaking and devastat ing expe· 

rience. F0I1unately, in our society it is becom· 

ing somewhat more acceptable to express 

the grief one experiences with pet loss, espe­

c ially when supportive famil y and friends 

can case thc bereavemcnt process. 

He len Kc ller, who owned and loved 

many dogs in her long life, wrote: "What we 

have once enjoyed, we call1lcvcr lose. All that 

wc love deep ly bccomes part of us." With 

that in mind, perhaps some of the fo llowing 

suggestions will help those seeking 10 honor 

the roles the ir beloved Greyhounds played 

in the ir li vcs. 
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We develop special relationships with our canine companions. Fellow couch potatoes Dan Emery and Soomer 
loved walking miles a day together untilSoomer died at 13 with age related problems. lAUREN EM ERY 

Photographs 
When your dog's daily presence is gone, 

a framed phOlO taken during a happy, healthy 
time can be a tangible reminder of the joy 
you and your dog gave each other. Collage 
frames, wh ich come in different sizes, allow 
you to select a !lumber of photos to display. 
Looking back at old photos of your friend 
can be good therapy, too. If you don' t have 
your photos in an album or memory book, 
consider mak ing one specifica lly devoted 
to your Greyhound. 

Shadow Box and Memory Box 
A shadow box is hung on the wall as a 

three-dimensional pic ture frame and allows 
YOll to display objects sllch as your dog 's 
collar and lags, hair clippings, dried flowers, 
and other small mementos. You can also 
enlarge a photo of your dog and cut it to fi t 
inside the oval shape of the co ll ar. A shadow 
box can be custo l11 -made by a professional 
framer or purchased from a frame supplier 
(e.g., w\\'w.frameplace.com). Instead of dis­

playing your mementos, YOll lllay choose to 
store them in a memory box . The Pet Mem­
ory Box from www.orvis.colll is made of 
wood. Inside Ihe box is a SIOlIO hold <I collar 
or photos and a section with a magnetic lid 
to hold the dog's ashes. The brass namcplate 
on the top of tile oox's exterior can be engraved 
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with your dog's name, and a photo can be 
inserted into the front exterior of the box. 

Personal Writings 
The sadness and grief assoc iated with a 

beloved dog's death may overwhelm mem­
ories of the joy he gave you. Cult ivate mem­
ories of the good times and make an e ffort 
to look back. To get started, list all of your 
dog 's nicknames. Then share stories of the 
happy and fun ny times you had together. 
Remember your dog's unique personality 
and habi ts. Poetry and prose often serve to 
mcmorialize your loved one as well. Don' t 
worry about spelling or composition. Thi s 
memoi r should be written to express your 
feelings first. Refi ne you r wrilings later if 
you wish. YOLI will keep the chcrished times 
alive when you re-read these pages and they 
may help you smile now and in the future. 

Memorial Donations 
Consider honoring your Greyhound 's 

memory and helping other animals by mak­
ing a donat ion to an adoption group, animal 
shelter, advocacy, or humane organization. If 
your pet was stricken with cancer, you may 
wish to donate 10 the MOITis Animal Founda­
tion 's Greyhound Cancer Project, which the 
Greyhound Project sponsors. University pet 
loss hot lines, staffed by veterinary students, 
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can offer SllPPOI1 during the gtieving process 
and are also supPolled through donations. If 
your Greyhound served as a therapy dog. YOLl 
may want to sUpPOll the mganization of which 
he was a member. Wlite a memoliallo send 
wi th your donat ion to let the chosen organi­
zation know how special your dog was to YOll . 

Web Memorials 
There are many websitcs dedicated to pet 

memorials. For instance, you may post a t1ib­
ute to your Greyhound 's life with a photo 
on the Greyhound Memorial Park website 
( www.geoc ities.com/Hearll and/Poi n tel 
82901Memoriall). On lhe Pel Loss O,ief Sup­
poll website (www.petloss.com).yollcanadd 
your Greyhound 's name to the li st of beloved 
pets who have died. Some adoption groups 
also post memorials of their departcd dogs. 

Candle Ceremonies 
Setting aside a spec it"ic time to remember 

your pet can be therapeut ic. Since 1995, the 
Pet Loss Grief Support observance has 
evolved into a worldwide ceremony that 
takes place each Monday evening at 10:00 
p.m. Eastelll Time (times for other pallS of the 
world are listed all their websi te). You can 
learn more about Ihi s non-denominational 
candle lighting cerenlOny to honor and remem­
ber pets at www.petloss.com/ceremony. htm. 
In addi tion, the Greyhound Memorial Park 
webs ite mention s a candle ceremony to 
remember Greyhounds on Saturdays at 9:00 
p. l11 . Eastern Time and a special memorial 
service at Dewey Beach each year. 

Plants 
Living plants can be beautifu l reminders 

of those who have died. On Memorial Day, 
traditionally Ihe start of gardening season in 
New England, it is a pleasure to select flow­
ers and fill planters with colors tha t will 
remind LIS of our dogs. To honor a red Grey­
hound with a white bib <md toes, create a beau­
tiful pot of annuals such as orange gazanias 
and marigolds wi th white pe tunias and 



Framing a remembrance photo of your departed Greyhound taken at a happy time will help keep the good memories alive. Glendower was a beloved Greyhound of Mart and 
Mary Lapin, who died suddenly with cancer before his eighth birthday. MARY LAriN 

alyssum. For a black Greyhound who wore 
a red collar, a pot of black pansies and red 
dianthus would be lovely. Forget-me-nots 
are easy to grow from seed. Plant a tree as a 
living memorial to your Greyhound, perhaps 
including the dog's ashes when you plant it , 
for years of beauty. 

Window Crystals 
Many people who have experienced the 

death of their dog have been comforted by 
the story of the Rainbow Bridge - a place 
where dogs who have di ed go and are 
restored to health , frol icking until they are 
joyously reunited with their owners. Consider 
hanging a faceted crystal in a sunny window 
in honor of the memory of your Greyhound. 
They are avai lable in many different shapes 
and sizes. When the sun shines on the crys­
tal , the rainbows it casts witl surprise and 

de light, perhaps reminding you of the beau­
tiful energy of your dog's spi lit and the Rain­
bow Bridge where he now plays. 

Urns and Gravestones 
There are many types of lIrns and grave­

stones that you can use to commemorate 
your Greyhound 's final resting place. Urns 
may be wooden, ceramic, or marble. They 
may have various emblems and figurines on 
them and can be engraved. Some have a 
space for a photo display. Many urns and 
gravestones may be ordered on line. For a 
simple grave marker, use natural stones. 
Commercially available grave markers with 
engraving are made of river stones, slate, 
granite, and bronze. Glass and porcelain 
photos of your dog can be included on some. 

Regardless of whether or not you add a 
gravestone at your Greyhound 's burial place, 
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it may be therapeutic to visit your dog's grave, 
express your love, and speak to him about 
things in your life. It is possible that the energy 
may be transmitted to the other side. 

"Olle last word offareweJl, Dear Master 

and Mistress. Wh elleveryou visit Illy grave, 

say to ),ourselves with regret bill also with 

happiness in ),ollr hearts tit the remembrance 

of my ... happy life wilh )'ou: 'Here lies aile 

who loved liS alld wh011l we 101'ea.' No 11latter 

holV deep Illy sleep, I shall hear ),011, alld IIOf 

(III the power of death call keep Illy spiritjtvlII 

\Vagging a grateful rail," 

-Eugene O'Neill, "The Last Will and Testament 

of An Extremely Distinguished Dog" • 

/J,ll/I'll Ellie,), is afirqllelll COIlfd/)II'or foCG Maga7jne. 
She has been illmll 'ed II'i,h GreyllOlIIlll at/option/or 
eight y{,{//'S lIlId is a I'OIIIII/{'erlllld HOlm/member\I 'ifl, 
the Animal Refuge League o/GreaTer Portlalld. M e, 
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activities 
By Phil Filz and Bev Dalrymple 

Lure Coursing: Two Stories 

Junior in hoi pursuit. PHil fill 

Junior's Story: A Senior's First Meet 
By Phil Fitz 

On Labor Day 1999, my wife Laurie and 
I adopted Junior Say Ow, a 5-year-old red 
fawn male from the Greyhound Adoption 

League (GAL) in West Palm Beach, Florida. 
I am a retired coach and teacher from Bell ­

more, New York. Laurie and I moved to 

Florida in 1992, the year of the ICITib le Hur­

ri cane Andrew. 

Junior Say Ow began his racing career 
at 18 months of age. He was a dependable, 

consistent race r who was 48 percent in the 

money with 22 wins during his 470-race 

career. His first race was in Sf Petersburg, 

Florida, and his career continued at the Palm 
Beach Kennel C lub in West Palm Beach , 
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Flor ida. Most of his races were Grades B 

and C, with a few Grade A starts. Junior had 

his share of minor bumps, scrapes, and 

injuries, just like any professional ath lete. 

At 5 years old . Junior entered the adop­

tion program at GAL. He was there for five 

months. No one seemed to want thi s ordi­

nary-looking, hard-working, retired jour­

neyman athlete. 

On our first visit to GAL, Laurie and I 

met a beautiful 18-month-old black female 

named Ruby. We could not take our eyes off 

of her. But Alice Borchert of GAL called 
me as ide, looked me straight in the eye and 

sa id: " In our interview, you said YOll were 

a very active person, jogging and biking, 

quite a robust retired person. Ruby may not 
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be the Greyhound to meet your needs. Ray 

and I think that we have another Greyhound 

that might be more suitable for you. He is 

5 years old , raced all his life, and is quite 

vigorous. Please take a look at him." 

Let me tell you, when that bundle of mus­

cle pounced from the upper crate and came 

straighllo me, 1 took the leash and knew 

immediately that he was the hound for me. 

Almost four yea rs have passed since that 

momentous day. Junior has had a good life 

with us. He runs wi th me when I bike three 

miles each morning. We trave l together. We 

play. YOllname it- we have done it. Junior 

has been any thing but a couch potato. But 

for the three years we have been together, 

Junior has obviously wanted more. 



I did some research into cours ing. 
Though I was able to find active coursing 

groups ill central and northern Florida, the 

dates of their meets conflicted with other 

events in our lives. Finally, last June, Laurie 

and I applied for and received permiss ion 

from the Sunshine Cours ing Club of 
Gainesville, Florida for Junior to participate 

in a lure coursing Fun Trial. 

Three years late, I worried as we drove 

the 3 18 miles to Gainesville. Maybe it would 

be too much for an 8-year-old. Maybe Junior 
is too heavy now at 69 pounds (three pounds 

over hi s racing weight ). He handles three 

miles a day okay, but those jogs are not even 

close to an all -out pace. I wondered if we 
were beginning coursing much too late in 

Junior's life and for the wrong reasons. I 

rationalized that we would let the dog tell 

us if he should participate by the way he 
reacted to the environment. I worried and 

worried through the night. 

Junior cools down after a run. PHIL fill 

Well , in the three years I've spent with 

thi s retired race r, never did I witness such 

excitement. Junior was ecstatic. Every dog 

at thi s Fun Tri al had some ex perience at 
coursing. with the exception of Junior. How­

ever, none showed more excitement (with 

the exception of a few Whippets). To my 

surprise, there were Ridgeb.'lCks, Wolfhounds, 
and a few breeds I couldn ' t identify. Qual­

ifying dogs of like breeds were allowed to 

run in g roups of two or three. They were 

beautiful to watch. 

Juni or's run was a s ing le, where one 

s ighthound chases the lure. Fourteen 
sighthounds were entered in the event. Junior 

was the only Greyhound and the only one 

who had never before participated in cours­

ing. Laurie ac ted as the handler, slipping 
him for the race, because I was afraid that 

Junior would sense my apprehension . 

The fi rst heat did not start well. Junior 
lost track of the lure and became disoriented 
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in the big fie ld . He recovered, found the lure, 

and fini shed the 780-yard course in good 
order. The two judges scored him seventh 

among the 14 participants. 

In the second heat, Junior ran the entire 

780-yard course and was awarded the high­

est single score of all e ntrants in either heat. 

When the combined po ints for both heats 
were computed for the Fun Trials Sing le 

Event, Junior Say Ow won second place to 

an experienced Whippet named Devo. 

It is impossible fo r me to describe the 

sparkle in the eyes of this reti red 8-year-old 
Greyhound . Of course, even more impossi­

ble to describe were the emotions that ran 

through this old coach 's body. Our football 

and wrestling teams won many games and 

wrestling tournaments. We had countless 

county and state wrestling champions dur­
ing the 30 yea rs that I was an ac tive high 

school coach. None of these experiences 

compares to the satisfaction of watching that 

retired profess ional athlete succeed in an 
entirely new venue with such noble courage, 

determination, and heart . 

Since that first nm, Junior has earned his 

Junior Coursing title and placed in several 
local A K C (American Kennel Club) and 

ASFA (A merican Sigilihound Field Asso­

ciation) coursing meets. Most recently, he 
won a First Place ribbon in the Greyhound 

Veterans' Division at an ASFA-sponsored 

coursing event in Ocala, Florida. 

There is an o ld adage in Greyhound 
adoption and rescue that one does not choose 

a Greyhound - the G reyhound chooses 

YOll . Laurie and I fee l very privileged and 

delighted to have been chosen by Junior Say 
Ow. Junior Ilot only chose me, but he res­

cued me from an ordinary retireme nt and 

int roduced me to an exciting and produc­
ti ve life with a truly wonderful animal. 

I hope that we will find lure coursing 

events for Junior with other participants in 

his age group, so he can run in a group after 
the lures. Somehow Ijust know he will sim­

ply love thaI. 
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One of Robbie's winning runs at the June 1998 ASFA International lnvitalional, Lexington, Ky. SHOT ON SITE 

Robbie: A Father's legacy 
By Bev Dalrymple 

My tilther, Fred Meas, adopted 2-year-otd 

Robbie from The Greyhound Rescue Society 

of Sugar Loaf, New York, in April of J 997. 

At the time, Dad had a Greyhound named 

Diana whom we had been avid ly lu re cours­

ing for several years. Diana was rapidly pass­

ing her prime and being a huge fan of the 

spall , Dad decided he needed a younger dog. 

Robbie turned out to be that hound - and 

what a fine coursi ng dog he was. 

When Robbi e was first adopted , Dad 

applied to the AKC for an ILP (Indefinite 

Listing Privilege) number. The ILP number 

was necessary to make Robbie elig ible to 

compete in coursing events as well as other 

performance trials. When he registered Rob, 

Dad insisted that I be documented as co­

owner. Hlfanything ever happens to me," he 

said, " I can be assu red that Robbie gets into 

the hands of someone who loves him ­

someone who wi ll always keep hi s best 

interest at heart." Just seven months after 

Dad adopted Robbie, they participated in a 

coursing event in Mt. 1-I 01l y, New Jersey. 
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Dad collapsed and died that day at the fie ld 

with a mass ive heart attack. Since then, love 

Robbie and keep his best interest at heart is 

just what I' ve done. I immediately set out 

to prove to the world in general, an d the 

cours ing community in particular, that 

Robbie was the dog Dad insis ted would 

make folks "sit up and take notice." 

I believe that proper condit ioning is the 

single Illost important thing that can be done 

for a cours ing hound. I have attended events 

where people have allowed their overweight 

and generally unfit Greyhounds onto the 

course for a fun nm. I completely understand 

the des ire of these folks to see their hounds 

stretch out and really run . I have o ften 

advised these people to run on ly a portion 

or lhe course without shaIV tU111S. Some have 

taken the advice and some have not. I watch 

with my heart in my throat unt il these dogs 

are safely back in the arms of their we ll ­

meaning, yet sadly uninformed owners. 

Each spring, at least four weeks before 

the first coursing event of the year, I begin 

Robbie's conditioning routine. The first step 

is a visit to the vete rinarian to assess Rob-
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bie's avera)) health. While I always felt he 

was in good condition, blood work and a 

stethoscope are certa inly sharper than my 

eyes. Robbie raced at the track at 64 pounds. 

Ifhe was over that by more than two pounds, 

J began checking hi s weight week ly. If 

increased exercise did not drop those two 

pounds in a couple of weeks, I then adjusted 

his food intake. 

Robbi e's aerobic condition ing was 

accomplished through roadwork. I li ve near 

the county fairgrounds which contain a net­

work of roads - some grave l, some grass, 

and some pavement - untrave led by the 

pub lic. The variety of surfaces helped 

increase the toughness of Robbie ' s pads. I 

held the leash out the window of my van, 

and drove at 5 to 7 mph, which produced a 

very brisk trol. The first time I ever tri ed 

this, I moved the van very slowly only a few 

feel. I needed to know if Robbie would be 

afraid. Gradua lly, I increased the distance 

and speed. We started each spring with a 

half-mile trot per day. As Robbie's fitn ess 

improved, he eventually worked up to three 

mi les per day. 



Each day I considered many factors: how 
long ago Robbie ate, the outside tempera­
ture, and whether his pads were sufficiently 
tough to tolerate a longer distance. He grew 
to truly enjoy the game. When I started the 
van, Robbie would wag his tai l and with an 
expectant look 011 his face, urge me to get 
going. He always wanted to run faster than 
I felt prudent. Only rarely would I increase 
my speed to around 15 mph, and only for a 
very ShOll distance. I never really felt in total 
control of either the van or him and it wor­
ried me too much to do this very often . 

(Ed. Note: Roadwork is 1I0tfor evelJOlle. 

"is a commoll approach 10 tmilling a dog 

for coursing and, IV/,en IIsed carefully 011(1 

sparillgly, can be an appropriate element of 

a coursing dog 's conditiolling program. 

Needless to sa)\ a"yone contemplating mad­

lVork lVith his Greyhound should exercise 

extreme caution, as 'he author describes. 

Use a/a 1110101' vehicle is 1101 the ollly optioll; 

a lIIodemtelyfir recreational r/lllllerorcyclist 

call also cover a distallce afthree miles at a 

speed 0/5 to 7111ph wi/hol/l IIIltch effort.) 

After four to six weeks of training at the 
fairgrounds, I felt I had done everything in 
my power to ensure safe I1I1lS on a coursi ng 
field. If I was coursing him weekly, I stopped 
these workouts. If more than two weeks 
passed between trials, we would hit the fair­
grounds every couple of days. 

The day of an event usually began very 
early. I traveled frolll 30 to 200 miles to 
events and occasionally even fmlher. If Rob­
bie was not going to course for at least six 
hours after we got up, I would give him his 
usual breakfast. Ifhe wou ld be on the course 
sooner than that , he got only a portion of his 
normal morning meal. I have always fed 
him a good quality, commercial kibble. His 
morning meal is dry food only, but at night 
I add a little something to make it especially 
yummy - usually a bit of leftovers or chicken 
livers that I have cooked just for him. I also 
supplement his diet with a maintenance dose 
of Glyco-Flex'" and MSM'''. I have contin-

Robbie takes a break from training to visit the beach. lEV DALRYMPlE 

ued this diet even though he is no longer 
coursi ng in hopes that these joint and mus­
cle supplements wil l serve him well in his 
golden years. During the day at an event, I 
always gave him Nutri-Cal"', a high protein 
paste that replenished the vitamins and min­
erals exhausted while he was running. I also 
gave him water wi th added electrolytes to 
replace the fluid he lost while panting heav­
ily after a course. 

Before he ran, I always bandaged the 
stop pads on his forelegs. He had the unfor­
tunate experience of tom pads once, and I was 
determined to prevent it from happen ing 
again. Robbie also tumed so sharply that his 
hind toenai ls, no matter how trim, would dig 
into his elbows on the front and tear them 
open. To aid in preventing this, I wou ld 
slather on a good dollop of petroleum jelly 
to make the hind nai ls glance off, as opposed 
to digging in. After each course, I walked 
him and gave him only little sips of water 
until he was completely cooled down . At 
that point , he could have all the electrolyte 
water he wanted. Liquids need to move 
smooth ly through the system so that the kid-
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neys continue to function properl y, guarding 
against uremic poisoning, so I always walked 
him unti l he urinated. 

I always covered Robbie on cold days 
until the start of a course. On hot days, I kept 
him soaking wet, both before and after a 
course, knowing that as water evaporated 
from his skin, it would cool him. When he 
was completely cooled down, I checked him 
from head to toes, looking for injuries of 
any kind that would make him unfit to run 
fU I1her courses. Bumps and bl1lises, line lac­
erat ions, and injured toes and pads are COI11-

mono Some are not so severe as to prevent 
more running that day, but others are very 
seriolls. I have seen hounds who have broken 
a leg during an event and it is a sight I will 
never forget. On any day that I questioned 
Robbie 's fitness, I always pu lled him from 
competition. I cou ld not have li ved with 
myself if I had made the choice to run him 
and a severe injury occ urred. When we 
finally aJTived home after a day of coursing, 
a big evening meal , a hot whirlpool footbath , 
and a good overall massage were always the 
way we ended Robbie's busy day. We came 
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Although Robbie has maintained the physique of a conditioned athlete, he has retired from the sport of lure 
coursing. 8(voAlRYMPlE 

home with ribbons often , To tell the truth, 
the ribbons meant nothing to Robbie; he rev­
eled in the intense joy of the chase. For me, 
every time I brought home an uninjured and 
happy, but tired dog, I felt we had won 
despi te the number or color of hi s ribbons. 

I can' t tell you how lllany special people 
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and hounds I met over the years of coursing. 
Coursing people, for the most part , are gen­
uinely concerned about the he,llth and well 
being of your hound as well as their own. 
There is always someone ready and willing 
to give you a hand - helping you bandage 
a leg, walking your dog if you are occupied, 
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or holding your hound while you are in the 
portable pOlly. I wholeheartedly endorse the 
sport of lure coursing. For any Greyhound 
- or other sighthound for that matter - who 
is willing and fit , it can be wonderful fun. 

Robbie always ran with such glee and wild 
abandon that those who watched couldn ' t 
help but be enthralled. At 8 years old, he 
would still course if I let him, but coursing 
is not a sport that can be clone occasionall y. 
Robbie has not coursed in over two years. 
His weight is the same as when he was 
tlcti ve ly coursing and his nails are trimmed 
as short as possible, but these are only the 
things I can see. His heart rate and respiration 
surely aren' t what they used to be and his 
pads are now soft and tender from my c<llVets 
and the couch. I would liken ilto a mill'athon 
nlllner who has spent six months in front of 
the television. A runner would no more think 
of going to a race without condit ioning than 
I would think of turning Robbie loose on a 
course today. Injuries happen more often as 
these athletes age, and they arc usually more 
serioll s. Robbie proved hi s mettle in 1998 
and that's good enough for me. 

In 1998, Robbie (M's Fair Rob, SC LCM 
CaC) was the #2 American Sighthound 
Field Association (AS FA) Greyhound. That 
year, he defeated 172 of328 coursing Grey­
hounds. (The # I Greyhound defeated 173.) 

Hi s crowning glory that year was at the 
ASFA Internat ional Invi tational in Lex ing­
ton, Kentucky, where he defea ted all 45 
Greyhounds and took Best of Breed. There 
was not a dry eye among his fans as he came 
charging to the finish line. We all knew he 
had done it for my fa ther. 

I take solace in knowing th at Dad was 
doing something he really loved when he left 
LIS. And indeed, no man has ever left his daugh­
ter a more precious legacy than Robbie . • 

Phil Filz is a relired high school leacheralld coach 
frolll Nell' York 11'110 CII/Tt?l/ll"esideJ iI/ Sill/rise. Fla. 
Bel' Dafl)'IIIIJ/e resides ill E/lllil"a, N. Y. It'here she is 
aClirely ill l"Ol\w/lI"ilh cal/ille obediel/ce lraillillg. A 
l'o/lIl/leer/or MUllica ".I" Hearl C reyhOlllld Adoption 
0/ Altoolla, Po .. she enjoys life witll herCreyllOlI/uls 
RolJbie alld Ed. 



activities 
By John Parker 

Is Lure Coursing For You and Your Greyhound? 

Lure coursing is all-out funning. SHorON SITE 

It is a scenario that is all too fami liar to 
those of us with our feet in both the adoption 
and lure coursing worlds: A new adopter hears 
about lure coursing and decides to take his 
Greyhound to a practice or a field trial. He 

figures that since hi s retired racer runs in 

the backyard, he's rcady for the coursing 
field. At the field trial , some veteran coursers 
try to give him unsolicited advice. He feels 

they're talking dOWll 10 him and so he ignores 
them. He runs his Greyhound, who has never 
seen lure coursing and is entirely unfamiliar 

with the movements orthe lure. The dog tries 

to take a turn at too high a speed, gets hurt, 
and now the surprised adopter is upset. He 
blames the sport of lure coursing, the host 
club, or the veteran coursers whose advice 
he chose to ignore, when it was his own lack 
of preparation that caused the injury. 

Don ' t let this happen to you and your 
Greyhound. Do your Greyhound and your· 
self a favor and make 3n informed decision 

about whether the SJXll1 is light for both of you. 
As with any athletic activity, lure coursing 

does present the risk of injury to your Grey­
hound. It involves all-out !Unning that is both 
more intense and more exhilarating than any 
free running your Greyhound will do in the 
backyard. Letting your Greyhound try lure 
coursing is analogous to letting your child 
participate ill youth sports. The fun comes 
with risk and responsibility. It is your respon­
sibility, first and foremost, to know your dog's 
history and fitness level, and to be attentive 
to his condition before and after he mns. 

How Do You Know If lure Coursing Is 
Right For Your Greyhound? 

The first question should be: Is my Grey­
hound fit for the sport ? The methods of 
researching your Greyhound 's history and 
assessing his fitn ess level are beyond the 
scope of thi s article; consult "Lure Cours­
ing Step by Step" (Spring 1998 eG) or 
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http ://www.greyhoulldadoption.org/lure­
coursing.htm for a detailed description of 
history research and fitness assessment 

There are several amusing myths as to 
why Greyhounds shouldn't participate in 
lure coursing: 

I. Greyhol/nds that have been refired 

from racillg shol/fdjl/Sf enjoy the good fife 

alld lIot be made to rull ill lure coursing. 

I have yet to meet a healthy Greyhound 
who doesn' t enjoy running and chasing. To 
them, chasing something is the good life. 
Greyhounds cannot be made to lure course; 
if they enjoy chasing, they will run. If they 
don ' t, they won' t. 

2. Llire coursing will awaken a Greyhound's 

"killer" instillct alld illcrease his prey drive. 

I have known scores of retired racers who 
go lure coursing, and I have never seen this 
occur. The only behavioral changes I have 
ever seen have been in somewhat shy Grey­
hounds that developed more self-confidence 
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as a result of getting out among groups of 
people and dogs, and realizing that running 
in company is fun. My four Greyhounds live 
peaceably with two cats, and lure coursing 
has not changed their behavior with the cats 
in the least. 

3. My adoptioll agreement prohibits rac­

illg m)' Greyhollnd. 

Most adoption groups mean professional 
racing by this provision. In any event , racing 
is a test of speed. Lure coursing is a test not 
just of specd, but of sllch talents as agili ty 
and endurance. It is the rare adoption group 
thm prohibits lure coursing for its adoptees. 
If YO ll have an interes t in lure coursing and 
your local adoption group has such a clause 
in it s agreement, consider adopting from 
another group. 

How Do You Know If Lure Coursing Is 
RighI For You? 

I f you've cletenllilled that your Greyhound 
is fit for lure coursing, it 's a pretty safe bet 
that he wi ll enjoy it If you are willing to be 
hi s trainer, coach, and chauffeur. Here are 
a few questions to ask yourself that wi ll help 
you determ ine if lure coursing with your 
Greyhound is right for you: 

I . Are Jail willing 10 become a seriollS 

swdellt oJlhe Greyhoulld, particl/farly Grey­

houlld (/I/(I/OIIIY and physiology? 

Taking an ac ti ve interest in Greyhound 
anatomy and physiology can help you do 
everything from spotting and treating even 
subtle strains to assessing your Greyhound 's 
overall mental and physical status to deter­
mine ifhe should continue in the day's field 
trial. Most active lure coursers leam to deter­
mine how their Greyhound is feeling based 
on lheir Greyhound 's manner, gait, and stride. 
They also learn which minor maladies they 
can treat and which need to be secn by a vet­
erinarian. 

2. Do JOII already h(fl'e a weekend fIfe 

crammed Jill! oj activities ? 

Most Illrecoursing field trials are all-day 
events, lasting from 8:00 or 9:00 a. 111. 10 3:00 
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or 4:00 p.I11., during which each dog runs at 
leas t twice. You can' t really come for half a 
day and expect to fully participate in the 
trial, then expect to make an afternoon golf 
game or soccer match. Lure coursing veter­
ans like to say that the sport is 90 seconds 
of excitement while your hound is nllming, 
interspersed with hours of sitting around 
and visiting with olher sighlhollnd owners. 
For that reason, lure coursing has a pleasant 
social element , with many lasti ng friendshi ps 
initiated on the coursing fie ld . 

3. An~ YOI/ impatiel1l ordo you like iflSf{/lIf 

grafijiclIlion? 

If you are the type of person who takes 
the fast food approach to life (goffa have iI, 

gotta have it 11011') , lure coursing with a 
Greyhound may 110t be for you. There is 
simply too much preparat ion required to 
jump right in there wi thout reading the 
owner' s manual. To run a former raci ng 
Greyhound safely, you must invest igate his 
history and start him off slowly. He needs 
time to watch and leam that the lure ("bunny") 
all the lure coursing fie ld moves differently 
than did the lure ("Rusty") at the track. If 
he interferes with his running mates, you 
may need to run him alone for several trials 
so that he can learn that the game is chase, 
not bUlllp-and-run. Patience is the key. 

At the line: Greyhounds get ready for the tatly ho. 

summer 2003 

4. Are )'01/ highly competiti ve? 

Lure coursing involves competition, but 
the placements and ribbons are just there to 
add interest for Ihe humans; they aren' t the 
be-a ll and end-all of the spolt . If you tend to 
get a little caught up in cOlnpetition, you 
might want to choose another outlet for that 
competit ive drive. The last thing you want 
10 do is to be competitive at the expense of 
your Greyhound and run him one last time 
just for that Best of Breed ribbon when he's 
had enough for the day. 

I hope this art icle has given you a realis­
tic perspec ti ve on what it takes to properly 
involve your Greyhound in the sport of lure 
coursing and hasn' t scared you off. If your 
Greyhound is an appropriate candidate for 
the sport and you are will ing to make the 
investment of time and interest ill preparing 
him, lu re coursing can be a wonderful bond­
ing expelience with your Greyhound. There 
is no doubt that you and your hound wi ll 
enjoy yourselves immensely . • 

iollll Porker is Chairman oJ lhe Adl'isory Board oj 
Greyhoulld Pet:.' oj AllleriC(I-Atl(l Il /(l/Solllheaslern 
Greyhol/lul Adoption. ali(I is Presidel1l oJlhe Soulh­
eastern Greyhol/nd Club. He is all/ember oJrhe 
A,)jJal(lc/'ee Coursing Club alld serves 01/ the Bow d 
of the COf/rsing HOI/lid Associatioll oflhe So//t/'­
east. He lil·es with his fo//r GreyhOlfllds (lnd two cars 
;1/ Nell ·II(lII, Georgia. 



activities 
By Tracy Rudzitis 

A Day at the Amateur Races 

Malibu, adopted by Michele Houghton of New Boston, N.H., was the top LGRA Greyhound in 1999 and 2000, and the LGRA dog of the year in 1999. 

After adopting my tIl'S! Greyhound, I spent 
most weekends at lu re coursi ng tri als. I 
enjoyed it and my dog really enjoyed it. Then 
I di scovered amateur rac ing, and my dogs 

and I found a new kind of weekend thrill. 

I adopted Haley (M's Maid Betty, FCh , 

GRC) when she was 20 months old. Allhough 
she came from a rac ing kennel, she never 

had what it took to compete on the track. 

Lack of speed was not her problem. Her 
personality just wasn' t tough enough for the 
life of a track dog. I took he r home and 

began the process of building her confidcnce 

and se lf-esteem. It was just about thi s lime 

that I discovered amateur racing, so I brought 

her along to see how she would do. That first 

day, I saw a side of Haley thaI I didn'l know 

existed. Haley began 10 come out of her shell. 

She ga ined a little more se lf-confidence at 

each race that can·ied over to her life at home. 

Greyhounds have been bred to chase and 

hunt. It comes as no surpri se that in Ill Os t 

cases, you r Greyhound will know exac tl y 

what is expected of him or her at the event . 

This doesn' t mean that training and condi­

tioning are unnecessary in amateur sports 

- it means that it can be a lot of fun 10 work 

wi th your Greyhound in a sport for which 

the dog is highl y motivated to parti cipate. I 

knew that Haley was fit enough to compete 

her first time oul. I spend many hours exer­

c ising my dogs - free running, long walks, 

and even trotting them nex t to me on my 

bicycle a couple of times a week. 
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All dogs must have the correct leve l of 

fitness before competing in a race. If they 

a re accustomed to running and playing, 

injuries may be less like ly. Conditio ning is 

probably the Illost important first step if you 

are contemplating serious running ac tivities 

for your Greyhound . Make sure that your 

dog has not just stepped off of the cO llch and 

onto the fi eld. As your dog 's protec tor and 

advocate, yo u must be able to object ive ly 

judge you r Greyhound 's cond itio n. Your 

dog will want to run , and run hard , but you 

must condition yo ur dog grad ually before 

en tering a race meet. It is a lso important for 

your dog to undergo a complete phys ical 

exam by your veterinarian before competing 

to identify any prev ious injuries or current 
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Although a variety of sighlhound breeds compete in LGRA and NOTRA events, dogs only race against their own breed. O.A. BEllWGfR 

hea lth concerns. Haley had no prior racing 

injuries, as she had never raced profession­

ally. Don ' t le t that put you off; the condi ­

tioning you do with your dogs is a wondelful 

bonding experience , whichever training 

methods you choose. 

All clubs have practices because they 

want to encourage new people to come out 

and enjoy the sport with their dogs . It is ill 

the club 's interest to teach new people and 

new dogs the ins-and-outs of a race meet 

and you will be cheerfully welcomed to the 

event. If you attend at a scheduled meet with 

your dog , you will certainly be put to work 

helping out with the meet. YOll wi II also gel 

a chance to teach your clog about the start­

ing box ancllet your dog take a practice run 

clown the track in pursuit of the lure. You 

will have an opportunity to see both the 
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expe rienced and the not-so-experie nced 

hounds run. Amateur racing is fUll and any­

one is welcome to show up and learn more 

about it. 

The clay begins early, before dawn. r feed 

the dogs an early morning breakfast of raw 

meat and some supplements to ensure they 

have enough energy to get through the day, 

but not enough food in their systems to slow 

them down. Amateur race enthusiasts take 

the feeding and condit ion ing of their dogs as 

seriously as the professional might. It is 110t 

uncommon to spend much of the race meet 

di scussing training, conditioning, and feed­

ing ideas with other participants. 

After the dogs have eaten their breakfast, 

it is time to load the car. I keep a large bag 

pre-packed with a ll of the rac ing equipment 

I need. My equipment li st consists of a set of 
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racing blankets and a plastic racing style 

muzzle for each dog I have entered that day. 

The clogs can share the blankets , but if they 

end up in the same race during the day, they 

each need a muzzle. All dogs race wearing 

muzzles because the dogs are very keen on 

the lure. When the lure stops and the race is 

fini shed, the dogs will attempt to lllaul it. 

The muzzle ensures that a dog wi ll not be able 

to grab the lure in it s mouth, which can result 

in a long delay as once a dog has gotten hold 

of " the pot of gold at the end of the race," it 

will not give it up wi llingly and easily. 

I also carry a first aid kit stocked with 

assortment ofnatural-basecl skin salves, pad 

moi sturi zer, antibiotic ointment, Betadine~ , 

COttOIl gauze, vet wrap, elastic streich adhesive 

tape, and bandage sc issors . I pack a few large 

bOllles of water because most field s do not 



have dlinking water available. As I am round­
ing up the equipment the dogs are bouncing 
around me and wagging tai ls; they know 
what is happening and they can' t wa it to be 
loaded into the car and get on the road. 

There are two types of amateur racing 
venues in which Greyhounds are allowed 
to compete. Large Gazehound Racing Asso­
ciation (LGRA) formed in 1995 for recog­
nized sighthound breeds other than Whippets. 
Na tiona l Oval Track Racing Association 
(NOTRA) had its beginnings in the mid 
1970s and gradually spread to all parts 
of the United States and in to Canada. In 
NOTRA, both Whippets and large sight­
hounds compete, with the nOI1-Whippet pro­
gram known as the Other Breeds (OB) pro­
gram. LGRA is a sprint event , where the 
dogs nm a 200-yard straight lrack. NOTRA 
is an oval track, commonly called a U-VAL 
for its shape. It is a length anywhere from 
220 meters to 402.5 meters, depending upon 
the size of the fiel d ava ilable to the club and 
what the club members want to run. 

This day we are off to a LGRA event. I 
live in the NOl1heast U.S., where I am f0l1U­
nate to be surrounded by a number of clubs 
that sponsor both LGRA and NOTRA race 
meets. My dlive can be as ShOll as one hour or 
as long as eight hours. For a longer trip, I will 
stay at a motel or camp on the field if that is 
penllilled. Today we an'ive at the field about 
an hour before the roll ca ll is to begin. LGRA 
and NOTRA are organizations that depend 
upon the support and hard work of the par­
ti cipan ts in the meet. The sponsoring club is 
responsible for bringing the equipment to the 
field, but it takes the enti re group of rac ing 
participants to set up the track, staff the stall­
ing box, serve as line foul judges, and handle 
dogs for others. I fi nd this to be pari of the 
fU ll , as the day is busy working with the dogs 
and sociali zing with the other participants. 
ll1ere is never a lull in activity and often much 
walking to and frolllthe starting boxes and 
the fini sh line and back to the cars with the 
dogs. Who says you can' t be in as great shape 

as your dogs? My fitness level has increased 
considerably since I have owned pelfonnance 
dogs; not a bad side effect. 

At both LGRA event s and NOTRA 
events, a variety of sight hound breeds are 
allowed to co mpete; however, dogs only 
race against their own breed, and so the 
Greyhound only races other Greyhounds. 
More than one dog from each breed is 
required to generate an offi cial race meet, 
and I am happy if I see six or more Grey­
hounds out for the event. It is a lot more 
exci ting to have good competition fo r the 
day and to be able to watch three or fo ur 
different Greyhound races in each program. 
LGRA meets are made up of three programs 
of races, meaning that each dog wi ll run a 
total of three times in one day. Each race 
consists of up to fou r dogs, depending lIpon 
the draw and the total number of Grey­
hounds entered. 

Since most meets are held on the week­
ends, clubs typically hold separate meets on 
Saturday and Sunday. Sometimes a straight 
race (LGRA) will be held the first day with 
1Ul oval race (NOTRA) the next. The makeup 
of the meet depends upon the club, its mem­
bership, and their preferences. Participants 
are not required to attend both days. Many 
p3l1icipants enter only the event that fits best 
into their schedule. 

The first few hours of the race meet are 
the busiest. It is difficult to jugglc the tasks 
of prepari ng the track whi le greeting other 
participants as cars, vans, and RVs arrive 
and dogs and peoplc pile out. When I first 
arrive at the event , I usually spend a little 
time wa lking my Greyhound, Haley, and 
stretching out her legs after the drive. She 
does the usual sniffing and sllch until she 
notices the race equipment 0 11 the field; then 
she freezes, and locks her eyes onto the lure, 
the machinery, or maybe just the track if it 
is already set lip. She rea lizes why she is 
here and starts to tremble in anticipati on. 
There is no more time for sociali zation once 
that pml of herb rain has been triggered, and 
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Blade and Haley break oul of the box at an amateur 
racing event. STEV1 SUBFMAN 

so we return to the car where she will wait 
for the races to begin. 

Once the track is set up, which means 
the track has been measured, the starti ng 
boxes have been placed at one end, and the 
finish line marked at the other, the race meet 
secretary calls for a roll call. I take Haley 
out of the car again, with leash on, and walk 
her to the area where roll call is taking place. 
The roll caJl is the opportunity for the race 
meet secretary and assistants to confirm the 
arri va l of pre-registered participants and to 
add any day-of-meet entries for the procras­
tinators among us. The hounds are asked to 

walk up and back in fro nt of the race meet 
secretary to ensure that the dog is not lame 
and is able to compete. Assessing your own 
dog is difficuh. lfyo ll are in any doubt about 
your dog's ga it , walk him back and forth in 
front of others, so that they can assess his 
condition objectively. 

Once the fin al regi stration of entered 
dogs is recorded, the race secretary draws 
the board. Hounds are ranked upon waves 

(weighted averages of their last three races) 
with first time entered (FfE) hounds I1l1ll1ing 
in the lowest ranked races. This ensures that 
the hi ghest ranked dogs are competing 
together and the unranked or lower ranked 
dogs are competing together. After the first 
race, the next race is drawn based upol1the 
placements in the preceding race, meaning 
that in each program, the dogs usually run 
against different dogs. 
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Muzzles are required, because if the Greyhound 
grabs the lure, it will not give it up willingly and 
easily. IRYANRAliOOU'll 

If your dog is not running in the first few 

races, you will be put to work on the fie ld. 

I try and get my dogs prepared ancl settled, 

with my blankets and muzzles out. I write 

down my dogs' blanket numbers and race 

schedules, so that I will be prepared for our 

tum. Theni volunteer as a line or foul judge. 

Besides the judges and the catchers (those 

who wait by the end of the track and grab 

the dogs as they pounce on the lure), there 

is a box operator and a lure operator. Own­

ers usually walk their own dogs down to the 

starting boxes. With the box operator's assis­

tance, the dogs are loaded into the boxes, 

numbers one through four, and the signal to 

begin is given. The motion of the lure focuses 

the hounds. The box o perator Illoves the 

lever to open the box. The dogs leap o ut , 

and the race is all . In any racing event , the 

first dog over the finish line wins. Two line 

judges stand on either side of the fini sh line, 

pen and paper in hand, to record the fini sh. 

Concentratio n is a must as you have only 
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second s and Illany times less than that to 

correc tl y note the blanket numbers as the 

dogs cross the line. The high point race­

the race with the highest ranked dogs par­

ticipating - includes four lille judges, two 

on each side. Two foul judges watch the dogs 

as they trave l down the trac k. A dog cannot 

intentionally interfe re with another dog as 

they run from box to fini sh line. Aggress ion 

is not to lerated and may be grounds for dis­

qualificat ion. This is why it 's a good idea to 

practice a new dog by himself and then with 

other dogs before entering a competition. 

The lure operator is responsible for start ­

ing the lure moving once the dogs are loaded 

into the starting boxes. A good operator will 

keep the lure far enough ahead of the hounds 

so that they don ' t slow down o r catch up 

with it while keeping it close enough so that 

the hounds are acti ve ly purs uing the lure. 

The lure is attached to a string that is 

pulled through pulleys in the direction of 

the fini sh line. There are 110 pulleys on the 

track in LGRA (as it is straight). In NOTRA 

the pulleys are se t up on the turns, out o f 

way o f the dogs path, so that the lure will 

maintain the UVal shape. 

When the lu re stops, owners re trieve their 

dogs, walk them Ollt , and cool them down 

before putting them back into cars, vans, or 

crates. Allowing the dogs ti me to cool down 

and making sure they are walked off suffi · 

ciently is as important as making sure they 

are stretched out and ready to run in the first 

place. The safety and health o f the dogs 

always comes first and owners will always be 
given enough time to spend with their dogs. 

TIle first break in the action comes around 

noon. Overa potluck lunch, the parti ci pants 

review the moming races and recall the high­

lights. Expec tations for the afternoo n races 

are noted and pep talks g iven to the dogs 

trailing behind. Lunch is another chance to 

chat with competitors who YOlllllay not have 

seen since the last meet - an opportunity 

to relax and enjoy the camaraderie of those 

who share simil ar interes ts. 
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With one program left to run in the after­

noon, the pm1icipants re turn to their stations 

and the dogs ready themselves for one last tl)' 

a! that first place ribboll . Points are awarded 

to each dog depending upon their placement 

in each race. After the three programs are 

rUIl , the po ints are calculated fo r the dogs' 

place ments to be awarded . Practice runs 

occur while the race secrelary talli es the 

result s. Once the placements have been 

determined. the ribbons and pri zes are 

brought out and the dogs and partic ipants 

are called to gather rOllnd. Each breed run­

ning that day is e ligible for both race meet 

points and for titl e po ints . In a somewhat 

complicated sys tem that depends upon the 

number of dogs entered and the number of 

dogs defemed, the highest-plac ing dogs ,lI"e 

awarded po ints that count towards titl es . 

Different titl es are awarded in each organ· 

izatio n. LGRA titles include Gazeho ulld 

Race Champion (GRC) and Supreme Gaze­

hound Race Champion (SORC). NOTR A 
awards the Oval Race Champion (ORC) and 

Supreme Oval Race Champion (SORC). 

The mosl coveted award of the day is the 

turtle, awarded to the lowest scoring dog in 

each breed. 

Ri bbons are awarded and title po ints tal ­

lied. Pa!1icipanls applaud each hound as the 

placements are announced. Congratulations 

are made to both winners and losers and 

plans fo r rematches made. 

At the end of the day, every Greyhound 

is a sta r. The dogs are fati g ued , but ve ry 

happy. The owners are tired , with wind- and 

sunburnt faces to show for their effo rts. The 

drive back home. or 10 the mote l, is filled 

with thoughts about the next race meet. Five 

o'c lock comes awfull y earl y. 

For more information about amateur rac­

ing, visit www.lgra.org and ww\V.notra.org . • 

Tracy Rlld;. ili.\· /i ' ·l'S il/ BrooklYN. N. Y. lI"ilh her Grey· 
Il(ml/{ls Blade alld N(I/ey. She i.\· a letlcller dl/ rillg 
the 'I"eek alld (I race (/11(/ cou rsillg elll llll.\·;(lsf 01/ flil' 
II"Nkel1li s. 



house calls 
By Jim Bader, DVM 

Congestive Heart Failure 
Diagnosis and Treatment 

Timely diagnosis and treatment of congestive heart failure can aive your Greyhound more time with loved ones. Annie, adopted by Tim and Jenny Wright from Rescued 
Racers of St.louis, Mo. 

Congestive heru1 failure (CHF) is adise..1Se 
characlclizcd by an enlargement of the heart, 
causi ng mUltiple clinical signs. Although 
CHF may be controlled with medication, 

the heart will eventually fa il . leading to an 

acute death or requiring euthanasia. Suc­
cessful control of the di sease requires an 

understanding of the circulatory system, the 

effect of medications on the circulatory sys­

tem, the clinical signs ofCHF, and its diag­
nosis and treatment. 

Normal Heart Function 
The circulatory system consists of blood 

vessels to carry the blood, and a pump thai 
circulates it The heart is the pump. It receives 
blood from the entire body in the right side. 
The blood that enters the right side contains 

mostly carbon dioxide and very little oxy­
gen. The hea11 pumps this blood to the lungs, 
where the carbon dioxide is exchanged for 
oxygen; the blood then returns to the left 
side of the heart. The blood on the left side 
of the heart is then ci rculated to the body to 
provide oxygen and pick up carbon dioxide. 
Finally, the blood returns to the right side 
to start the trip all over again. 

The blood vessels are the pipes that callY 
the blood. Arteries have sma ll branches 
called arterioles thaL lead into even smaller 
capi llaries, where oxygen exchange takes 
place. This path carries the blood from the 
left side. The capi llaries then lead to venuoles 
and then veins that carry the blood from the 
right side back to the heart. The blood ves­
sels do not just carry the blood. They are 
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dynamic structures that help regulate blood 
pressure, increase circulation to needed areas 
of the body (for example, to the intestines 
to absorb the nutrients from food), and assist 
in regulating sodium balance. These dynamic 
stl1lctures allow medical intervention to alle­
viate the clinical signs of CHF. 

Diagnosing CHF 
The clinical signs of CHF vary with the 

severity and acuteness of the disease. The 
Greyhound may present with just exercise 
intolerance. More severe signs include a 
progressive cough, dyspnea (shortness of 
breath), syncopial episodes (fainting), ascites 
(fluid in abdomen), ano cyanosis (blue color 
to gums). The initial presentation varies with 
the length of time the heart has been failing, 
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any underlying medical conditions, and the 

side of the heart that is failin g. 

In right -s ided heart failure, the Grey­

hound usually has a cough that increases in 

severity; he may also have asc ites. In left ­

sided heart failure, the Greyhound usually 

has dyspnea and cyanosis. T hese signs, 

when present , help the veterinari an focus 

the examination. 

When a Greyhound presents with symp­

toms of CHF, the veterinarian first performs 

a thorough physical exam. A history is taken, 

focusing especially on herutwonn prevention, 

as this is the primmy cause of CHF in young 

dogs. The veterinarian li stens to the heart 

with a stethoscope, checks the gums for color, 

checks the pulses in the hind legs for pulse 

defic it (the veterinarian li stens to the heart 

with a stethoscope while checking the pulse), 

and examines the j ugular veins for pulses. 

In addition, the veterin arian palpates the 

abdomen for fluid . After the exam, testing is 

in order. 

The initial testing should include a com­

piete biood count (CBC), a chemi stry pro­
file, occult heartworm test, thoracic radi ­

ographs, and an elec trocardiogram (EKG ). 

The CBC and chemistry profile will help I1Ile 

out any infectious causes and any underlying 

electrolyte imbalances (such as the sodium 

balance previously mentioned). The tho­

racic radiographs assist in assess ing the size 

of the hem1, which side is enlarged, and how 

much nuid may be collccted in the lungs. 

Finally, the E KG mcas ures the e lec trical 

activity of the heart , and also assesses the 

size of the heart . At larger or re fe lTal clin­

ics, an echocardiogram is performed. This 

is an ultrasound of the heart to assess blood 

flow, heart enlargement , and valve function; 

it is also used as a too) to monitor ongoing 

therapy. 

Treatment Options 
Once a diagnosis is made, appropriate 

therapy is instituted . T he medications are 

foc llsed on alleviating the clill ica l signs and 
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Emmett, adopted by Amy Wanken of Columbus, Ohio. 

retuming the body's electrolyte balance. The 

classes of medicatio ns include diuretics, 

vasodilator therapy, and positive ionotropes. 

The diuretics aid in the removal of fluid from 

the lungs; o ne side effect is increased uri ­

nation. Diuretics also reduce the sodium sur­

pillS, allowing potass iulll to come back into 

balance. However, diure ti cs can also cause 

some deficiencies, so sodium and potassium 

should be monitored . 

Vasodilator therapy causes the right-sided 

vessels and/or the left -sided vessels to exp<U1d 

in size. Vruious medicalions fall into this class, 

but the 1110st popular are the angio-tensin-con­

verting enzyme inhibitors (ACE inhibitors). 

ACE is a hormone produced by the kid­

neys that constricts the blood vessels. As the 

heart fa il s, it is less able to maintain blood 

pressure. ACE allows the blood pressure to 

be maintained. However, as the vessels con­

stri ct, the heart must work harder to pump 

the blood. As the failin g hcal1 works harder, 

it begins to fail more quickl y, and more ACE 

is produced. Left untreated, this continues in 

a vic ious down ward spiral. The ACE in­

hibitors stop this process by blocking ACE. 
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which allows the arterioles and venules to 

dilate, thus making it easier for the heart to 

pump the blood. 
The final group of medications, that of 

positive io notropes, reduce the heart rate 

and aid in thc contraction of the heart. The 

slower heart rale allows the heart to fill bet­

ter before cont racting. As a result , it is bet­

ter able to move the blood. 

After therapy is instituted, the patient is 

mo nitored for alleviation of clinical signs 

and for symptoms of any toxicity frolll the 

medications. A CBC and che mistry profile 

should be performed about every six months. 

Thi s willmollitor elec tro lyte levels, any 

infec tions that may occur, and any major 

Orgilll abnollllalities. Repealing the ultrasound 

helps monitor the patient 's progress as the 

mcdica tions allow the heart to work more 

easily. Finally, fo llow-up thoracic radiographs 

monitor overall heart size. 

CHF is a devastating disease that even­

tuall y leads to death . Medical intervent ion 

allows the Greyhound to li ve a comfOl1able 

li fe before the heart fa ils .• 

D/: Jim Bader iJ (I CG reg l/ lar collf r iblilOl: 



medical management 
Story and Photos By Anne Pirie 

Piper's Skinning 

Twenty·four hours after the accident. 

Piper came to us on the evening of 

November 18,200 I. Rebecca, my 14 year­
old daughter, and I were at our adoption 
group 's holiday party. There was a large 

white and fawn dog who was totally out of 

contro l. One of two brothe rs taken in by the 

Greyhound Adopt ion Program (GAP), his 
name was Pablo. "Not as a gift," I said to a 

friend , "would I have onc of them." 

As we were leaving, I checked to see if I 
needed to take a foster dog with me. "Would 
you mind taking Pablo?" I was asked. We 

loaded up this huge, out-of-control dog who 

also suffered from severe car sickness and 

Sl311ed the three-hour trip home. By the time 

we arrived, Pablo had become Piper and he 

had travelled like a dream, Not that I was 

keeping him, mind you. I already had three 

dogs and a permanent fourth was not like ly. 

The next morning, I was ou t in the yard 

with the dogs when it happened. Piper was 

playing with our dog Sam when he ran flat 

out under the hand le of the clothesline. The 

handle caught him high on the side and 

ripped off a sect ion of his skin . He had been 

scalped, peeled; in technical tel111S, dc-gloved. 

He circled the ya rd twice, then jumped on 

the couch. I couldn 't believe it. I had lived 
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here for ten years and always left the handle 

up high, but Piper was the biggest dog I had 
ever had in my yard. I looked at this huge, 

white dog who was suddenly spol1ing a large 

red sadd le, and I was stunned. Momentari ly, 

I thought I was dreaming; I blinked, but it was 

still there. 

I grabbed my car keys, got Piper by the 
collar, and unlocked the gate to get to the 

car. Piper followed me easily. We were both 

in shock. I got to the station wagon and tried 

to unlock the rea r door, but the lock was 

stuck. Like a mant ra, I was repeating "Oh 

My God, Oh My God." I went to the front of 
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the car and pulled the lever to unl oc k the 
rear door, returned to the back of the cm, 
promptly put my key in, and locked the rear 
door aga in. I retumed to the front , pulled the 
levcr again, rcmembered to not insclt the key, 
and finally got Piper into the car. It seemed to 
take forever. Ten minutes later, we were with 
the veterinarian. 

Richard had Piper on the tab le and ready 
to operate in about five minutes. Meanwhile, 
I was making frantic phone calls to my Mum 
to go lock up my gate and put thc other dogs 
away. Then I ca lled GAP to see what to do 
aoout my foster dog. I knew it would cost quite 
a bit , but they gave the go ahead. Two hours 
and approximately 100 sti tches latcr, Piper 
was done. Now time would tell. 

What lime did first was to kill off the flap 
of skin that had so carefully becn stitched 
back 0 11 . We saw the veterimu'ian nearly cveIY 
day. On the fifth day, he did some re-stitching 
in an attcmpt to keep the skin viable. It fai led. 
It was the most awful feeling to have to sit 
by and watch Piper's skin shrivel up and dic. 
By the eighth day, Piper had lost most of the 
skin damaged in the accident. I was practi­
cally living in my bedroom, where Piper was 
confined most of the time, only leaving him 
when Rebecca was able to sit with him . I 
returned home after doing some much 
needed shoppi ng on the ninth day to find 
Rebecca in tears as the last flap of skin clung 
to Piper by four stitches. I can do most things, 
but I couldn ' t touch th is, so back to the vet­
erinarian we wen I. He removed the flap and 
bandaged Piper. The wound was huge - an 
area of open flesh measuring approximately 
8'" by 8 .... We no longer eat red meat because 
of this. 

Wc had to bandage the wouIld every day, 
sometimes twice or even three times a day if 
the bandage slipped. Since the wound was 
on his side, rib cage, and back, keeping the 
bandage in place was nearly impossible. We 
applied Manukn honey on the wound, a layer 
of paraffin gauze, then ordinaJ)1 gauze, cotton 
wool, and self-adherent wrap. We covered 
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Five days after the accident. The dark patch is dying skin. 

the bandaging with an old cotton racing jacket 
held in place with six nappy pins. Rebecca 
and I were exhausted after each change of 
the wound dressing, and so was Piper. 

The honey was suggested by one of the 
veterinar ians, Kerrilee Luxford. She had 
been reading about the successful use of 
Manuka honey to treat ulcers and bedsores 
on nursing home residents. We added the 
honey to the standard wound dressing. We 

were lucky that the first thing we tried worked 
so well. At times it was obviolls the wound 
had shrunk dramatically from one bandage 
change to another. Using a ruler, we meas­
ured each side and found that sometimes the 
wound had shrunk by as Illuch as an inch or 
Illore. It was quite impressive. 

We were very grateful that Piper was so 
calm through all of this. It was very easy to 
keep him quiet. He showed no inclination 

Ten days after the accident, the dead skin is gone and Piper is left with a red sadd le. 
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Three weeks after the accident, the wound is shrinking. 

to move at all - a bit strange fo r an 18-
month-old dog! As long as Piper had one of 
us near him, he was quitecontenl to lie around. 

Three weeks after the accident, the wound 
was half its original size. We hoped we could 
remove the bandages by Christmas. Con­
cerned that as the skin grew back, it might 
tighten up and restrict Piper's movement , 
we encouraged Piper to move around a lot 
more. Rebecca and I would stand at oppo­
site ends of the yard calling Piperto us. We 
walked him around the neighborhood three 
limes a week. The increasing exercise paid 
off as the flexibility retumed to Piper's skin. 

The time had come to move Piper to 
another foster home. It wouldn' t be fair to 
keep him until FeblUary, when GAP resumed 
operations. I was wOITied abolll Piper becom­
ing too attached to us. I also worried that he 
may have some psychological problems 
about be ing here where the dreadful accident 
occurred. Piper would not walk near the 
clothesline for weeks after the accident. Just 
getting Qut in the backyard for toileting was 
given a miss for the first week or so. I told 
all of this to Lari ssa Darragh, the Adoption 
Coordinator. But deep inside, our hem1s were 
breaking; we followed our heaJ1s, and Piper 
stayed. He has his forever home with us. As 
soon as I knew Piper was stay ing, I let LaJissa 
know and took over Piper's medical bills. 

After six weeks, Piper was allowed to go 
bandage free. It was New Year's Eve. We 
were all so pleased. We had 10 drop sheets 
around everywhere 10 catch the "ooze," but 
we didn 't care. After about 12 weeks, Rebecca 

Six weeks after the accident. 

and I noticed the healing of the wound had 
seemed to stall . We decided to cover it again 
and see what happened. But what to cover it 
with? I used the last of the gauze and stuck 
it on with adhesive bandages. Ouch! How to 
get them off? We used oil on the bandages 
and they came off easily. But this made Piper's 
skin oily, so new bandages wouldn ' t stick. 

Finally, we hit on a method that has 
worked rea lly well. Every night I prepared 
his linledressing using eye make-up remover 
pads. I applied three adhesive bandages to a 
pad, turned it over, put a small section of 
paraffin gauze in the middle, then sneaked 
lip on Piper and quickly put it on him. Then 
on went the stretch-racing vest to help it all 
stick. In the morning, I would again sne.:'lk up 

Twelve weeks after the accident. 
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on Piper sometime after removing his vest, 
and pour oil on the bandages. They came 
unstllck with a bit of gentle rubbing, so Piper 
was free of them all day. These truly were 
"sneak" operations; Piper didn ' t like this at 
all. He cowered and cringed, and I'm not 
sure ifhe will ever let us approach him from 
the side without alaml . But we love him and 
he loves LIS. At 16 weeks, Piper's wound was 
smaller than a 20-cent piece. 

After 143 days, the wound was com­
pletely healed. Piper now has a magni ficent 
"star burst" scar on his side. In fact, we have 
registered him as Piper Starchaser on one 
Agility register. We are planning on com­
peting in Agi lity with Piper. He can jump 
like a stag and, incredibl y, after all I have 
done to him, Piper has complete trust in me 
and tries to do anything I ask. Sometimes 
that means squeezing th rough tunnels, leap­
ing th rough tires, or weaving his mass ive 
size (about 86 1bs) around poles, 

The scar will always require a lot of care. 
I f Piper has a good old scratch he could bIUise 
himself or even open up the skin a bit. We 
first applied gel with extract of melaleuca 
to the scar as it was similar to the honey but 
not as messy. We now lise either emu oil or 
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Sixteen weeks after the accident and almost healed, Piper jumps for joy. 

aloe vera gel to keep the scar supple. We also 
apply sunscreen to the scar every day. 

Piper is a fantastic dog, clown-like, lov­
ing, and loyal. We love him. Over a year has 
passed since Piper's accident , and I look 
back and shake my head in amazement that 
we all survived . It 's easy to look back in 
hindsight and think that I should have been 
aware of the potential danger of the handle 
on the clothesline, but the plain fact is that 
acc idents happen. We can guard against pos­
sible trouble spots, but we do not always see 
them until after the event. Piper is alive and 
happy, and his agility career is progressing 
well . Piper doesn' t blame me for what hap­
pened, so I try nolto blame myself. It was an 
accident. We dealt with it and survived .• 

Anne Pirie lil 'es in Victoria, Alls/ratia lI'ilil IIerdallgh­
ler RebeccaJollr dogs. alld Ihree CGlS. Alllle is Clfl'­
relll l), leachillg Piper (II/ abo/ll agilil),. 
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At 20 weeks and three days, the scab falls off, leaving a starburst scar. Piper's recovery is complete . 
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second look 

The Research Dogs at Home 
During lite SI/II/lller 0/2000, Guidan! 

COIpara/ioll released 98 GreyJlOlIllds!lvl1I 

their Minnesota-based cardiac research 
facility. After undergoing risky surgery to 

remove their pacemaker imp/allts, the dogs 

were absorbed by adoption groups. 

Th e Greyhounds found their way to 
Guidalll through Dalliel Shonka, a/orlller 
Greyhound kel1l1el OlVllel: Represe11lillg him­

self as 'he head of all adoption group, Shonka 
offered fa find homes/or Greyhounds whose 
racing days lIIere OVe/: Ill stead, he sold the 

dogs - IV;tIIOU1 Ollil/e reOllsell1 - to Glfidmll 

for about $400 each According to Sf. Croix 

COIl1lty(Wis.) CirclIit COliI'I recOIf/s, Shollka 

received al feast $374,000 for selling dogs 

to Gllidoll/from 1996 to 2000. 

Oil A/Hil 3D. 2002. Shollka was charged 
withfollr COlllUS offelony theft, three COlllUS 
offelony theft by fmud, lind olle COIlIIt of 
racketeerillg. 011 FebruOl)' 7. 2003, he was 
convicted of one COUl1t offe/ollY theft and aile 
COl/lit of misdemeallor theft after pleading 
110 cOlltest to ,he charges ill a plea bargaill. 
His kellllellVas alsofolllld guilty of six COllI/IS 
offelollY theft· ShollkalVas semel/ced to two 
years ill prisoll oJlthefelollY charge. but the 
selltellce was stayed and he lVas placed 011 
fOllr years probation. He was sellfellcell to 
lIille 1II0mhs i1l jail all the misdemeanor COIl­
victim/ lIl/{l begall serving that selltellce ill 

the spring. He was also ordered to pay more 
,hall $1 10.000 in fines alld restitutioll. 

The Fall 2001 issIIeofCelebrating Grey­
hounds Magazine/eall/rell several articles 
that chronicled fh e discovery and release 
of the Greyhounds, all effort that brought 
together adoptioll groupsfrom all Oller the 
COIll/tl}'. 

We wondered holV ,he dogs are doing 1I01V. 

Duffs Cricket (Renewed life for Greyhounds) 
Cricket, a 6-year-old red fawn female, had previously broken her right hock. I blew out my knee running, so I no 
longer compete like I did in the past . After hearing Cricket 's history, it was simple: One right hock plus one right 
knee equals two broken-down, reti red racers. On February 7, 200 1. I adopted Cricket. After her injury the leg was 
never set; it healed on a curve instead of straight. Trust me, the injury does not slow her down. I run with heron 
lead through an open field by our hOllse. As I run full speed, she just hits her stride. She nllls to the e nd of the lead 
and keeps looki ng back, slowi ng down just enough for me to keep up. Larry Jeurink, Jenison, Mich. 

Star Payday (NGAP) 
Zcke is doing excellent and he is happy and healthy. When we fi rs t got Zeke. illook a litt le practice for him to learn 
to go up and down steps and hop into the car. He quickly learned though. and he favors go ing anywhere and every­
where with us. He is very outgoing and fri endly toward people and other animals. It is extremely hard to imagi ne 
what hi s fat e might have been. Jama and Billy Robinson, Norfolk, Va. 
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Bohemia n Jedi (USA DOG) 
We decided to adopt a second Greyhound tojoin ou r then 12-year-old. Erin. Scveral weeks 
later, we were among several potenti al adopters receiving an introduction to 15 Greyhounds 
looking for homes. Joey (Bohemian Jedi), a magnilicent black and white 90-pounder. 
walked up to us with no hesi l<l1 ion. sat down, and never left our side until wc took him 
home. Nor were we deterred when he lifted his leg on my very expensive Coach bag! 
Sally Allen of USA Dog call s Joey the only hound that chose where he wanted to live. 
lyn Ward , Plymouth, Ind , 

Hilary Hart (GPAlWisconsin) 
We adopted Hilary Hart in June 2000, a few weeks a fter losi ng our other Greyhound, 
Nosey. Hilary lits perfectly into ou r menagerie of pets, which includes rats, mice, cats, 
birds, and a chocolate Lab. Hil ary is so gent le and laid back. She doesn't bother peering 
into the cages o f the nxlents, fe rrets. or birds. The cats :md dogs have free rein of the house. 
It's o ne big happy family. Hilary prefers to lie on the noor. I've tried to CO."lX her to jump 
on the bed or cotlch, but the noor is where she li kes to be. She sleeps on her back. 
Pat Bromberek, Portage , Wis, 
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Bart's Mustang (USA OOG ) 
She arrived al ourhol11e in May 2000 as a foster dog. One look at theexlrcmely 
scared liule black dog and we knew she needed a new name. We renamed her 
Mustang Sally and immediately began tl)' ing 10 win hero\'er. TI1Tce years later, 
Sally is a I>crmanent member of our household. She blossomed into a mouthy, 
bouney liule dog who wil l tell you her opinion about anything. She prefers 
resting her head on feather pillows. She enjoys lounging ill the pool in the 
summer, snuggling with the cat, and running around with our three other 
Greyhounds. Kevin and Lisa Stringer, Chicago, 111. 

; 
I 

.. 
Hammerin Howie (Nittany Greyhounds) 
My husb."lnd, two chi ldren. and I were considering adopting a Greyhound. 
I complcted an application and was still deciding when I rece ived a call from 
Elaine Skidel ofN iulIllY Greyhou nds. They had received a dog that seemed 
a good malch for Illy fantily and al though she knew we had not dC(:ided yet. 
she was o ffering him to us lirst. When she said his name was Howie, I look 
it as a sign because my daughter reatty li kes Howie Dorough from the Back­
street Boys. Thi s was the humble, coi ncident:ll beginning of a rela ti onship 
that would change our lives. Not only d id we become Greyhound lovers. 
spoi lers, and ad \'Q('ales, but Howie changed our family. Howie is a beautiful 
brindle with an affectionate, serious, :tnd (Illiet personality. He enjoys bei ng 
outsidc in our large fellced area :md goi ng for walk s in the woods. He sleeps 
downstairs and wanders into my daughter's room at night to check on her. 
He owns us. lenna Neff, Port Malilda, Pa . 



Edge of Goodbye (Rochester REGAP) 
Edgee came to live with my family and me on St. Patrick's 
Day 2002. What a phenomena l addition to my life she has 
been. At the time, I was home alone during the day recov· 
ering from surgery to remove a large brain tumor, and 
grieving the passing of my litt le DachshundlRat Terrier 
mix. A co· worker suggested adopt ing a Greyhound. 
Marcia Latz of Rochester REGAP recommended reading 
several books first. Sitting home alone, in a rural sett ing. 
j ust reading about Greyhounds became unbearable. While 
still reading. I called Marcia back and confessed, " I need a 
dog now!" Marcia drove right down with Edgee. We're st ill 
learning about Greyhounds and about Edgee. She likes 
other big dogs and enjoys sleeping on the couch. She wel ­
comes all visitors to our home, hoping for lots of petting. 
S he has an expressive face and eyes and is qu ite theatrical 
at times. After my near-fatal experience with a bra in tumor, 
receiving Edge of Goodbye in my time of need was a great 
gifL Marie K. Hanson, La Crescent, Minn . 

GRB Brontsaurus (Retired Greyhound Athletes) 
Zoey'sjourney into our lives covered a fi ve-year ti me span. Her story began at the track. then progressed to fos­
ter family and adoption, back to foster fami ly, lmd then ou r paths merged. She has shown us the joy and excite­
ment of every new day. Maybe she was meant to have so many fami lies because she had so much to give. When 
Zoey is very happy and exc ited, she spi ns in the air like an iee skate r. Sometimes she wi ll spin around five or six 
times. Blowing leaves. snowflakes, and walks in the dark are great adventures. She helps LI S see and appreciate 
things that we shou ld never have taken for granted. The excitement o f a family member coming home, the thrill 
of the car ride. and the secure fee ling of leaning close together are the things that reall y mailer. Afternoon naps 
that refresh mind and spirit are a pmt of life that Zoey seldom overlooks. Perhaps this is why humans need pets 
- to help us keep perspective. Ifso, Zoey is an excellent tcacher and mentor. Anne Sorensen, Sheboygan, Wis . 
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Star Reaction (NGAP) 
My wife Janet, an animal lover. had always wanted to 
adopt a Greyhou nd . I adopted Nala without Janet's 
knowledge and surprised her with this wonderful gift for 
ou r second wedding anniversary. Nala stood in the back 
seal with her head on my shoulder for the entire three- hour 
drive from Philadelphia to Long Island. NY Upon our 
arri val, my wife greeted Nala with open arms. Aft er minutes 
of hugging and kissing, Nala, being a superior athlete and 
apparently thinking she possessed some divine capabili ti es, 
took one look at the pool in ou r backyard and without 
hesi tati on attempted to wal k across the water. After her 
initial surpri se, Nala swam to the side where we helped 
her out of the pool . She quickl y settled into her new home 
and now spends most of her days lounging around the 
house or the yard with Belle. another dog we adopted the 
fo llowing year. Nala is very affect ionate and will dOjllSI 
about anything fo r a biscuit, except go olltside when it's 
cold. Na la thi nks she is a princess, but that's ou r fuull. 
Adopting her is the best thing we've ever done. 
Stephen and Janet Rock, Long Island, N.Y. 

Ed. Note: 5/(1r P(!ytlay (pg,43) (l nd SIal" Reae/ion Me 

/illerm(lles. 
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Wind Chimes (USA DOG) 
We were looking for a great pet dog and were blessed with the adopt ion 
o f Windy on March 17,2001 . She enjoys playing with other animals, 
espcci:llly our neighbor's Greyhound, as they get together occasionally 
in each other's backyards. She is \'el)' good with our children, Ariel (age 7) 
and Caleb (agc 3). Terry a nd Ellen PeHit, Columbu s, Ind, 

He B Tuff N Nuff (Rochester REGAP ) 

Colgan 's Hero (Greyhound Friends of N.J.) 
Toni ght. I'/ogan lays here, one whi te- tipped paw touching my fect. He sighs comcmcd ly, hi s 
cndlcss brown eyes almost closed. In August 2000. his sigh was less contem and his eyes were 
anxious. Almost 24 inches of the right si de of his neck and throat was sha\'ed and the staples 
closing his incision were st ill in place. We looked at him and he looked back at us. My husband 
and I were in immediate agreemetU that he was home to stay. Tonigh!. l'logali knows he is one of 
a pack of well-loved. happy hounds. He plays sweetly and wi ldly. He welcomes Ihe fos ters who 
come through ou r home and is a gal lant proleclorof our 13-year-old brood mama, Kelly BC'lly. 
He is a blood do nor at the University of Pt'lI llsylvani:1. Hogan's Hero is as at home with us and 
as trusting with us as we are of him, His (,(Xlt shines. his brown cyes nash. and Hogan's warm. 
beautiful body leans inlO us. !f lhere are s(:ars from his previous life, we don 't sec them. Wh:lI 
we sec is that tonight, all is right in l'logan's world. Ros e and Dennis Donohoe , Linwood, N.J. 

Husker Dandelion (Michigan REGAP ) 

After t\\·o years, Ti gger fin:l ll )' allows us to touch hi s cars. He sneaks oIT to hi s bedroom when a crowd gathers. 
He has a habit of stealing and hiding shoes to keep us all ou r toes and around a lillie longe r. He sti ll loves to run 
and can be seen showing off hi s sprinting abil ities inlhc summer after the Icx:a l amateur baseball games. Tiggcr 
has dOlle a litt le strai ght ·line lure coursing and hopes 10 do more in the fll1mc. Hc stil l greets a fam iliar face with 
a big smile. He's pictured hNe relaxi ng in the grass with his roommate, Moore),. Barry Brown, Rochester, Minn . 
PHOTO BY 8RYAN WOIDLAIID 

I intcnded to foster Relll ),. When I was c:llled to get a 
profile on him for potcntiallllatching to an adopter, I 
realized that I could no t lei hi m go. I believe that Remy 
uscd to dream of d igg ing big holes and chewi ng wood ­
p.1n icu larly the corners of antique chests, tables, and the 
rungs o f rocking c1lili rs. Wh ile in my home, he real ized 
his dreams. He was prob.1bly the mastermind behind 
the Christmas 2000 c:lpe r that involved spreading ten 
I)()unds of nour and five pounds of brown sugar all over 
Ihe living room. I watked in and thought it had snowed 
in Ihe house . Rem)' will corne :md gct1l1C to siraighten 
his bed when it is mcssed lip - cven inthc middle of 
Ihe night. He is one of the sweetest dogs you will ever 
meet. Rcm)' worked ovcr the camera. It slilltakes pic­
tures. buttherc's n 100th hole through the nash. 
Larain LaMontagne, Oetroit, Mich. 
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G's Posiedon (Michigan REGAP) 
Gigi carne to us as a foster during summer 2000. We fostered several dogs before her. but none of them clicked 
with our big fawn boy. Red, unti l Gigi showed her preUy face. She is very smart . Within 24 hours of her arrival, 
she found the food bin and started helping herself. Gigi is a lovable and loving pet and is a great ambassador at 
REGAP's meet-and-greets. When I walk around the house, it is her needle-nose that is always inll1Y hand. She 
prances around like a fairy pri ncess. Gigi's favorite thi ng to do is sleep and now she's right next to me, with her 
head in my lap. Tammy Fenner-Lamky, Macomb, Mich, 

. , 
.. ..i'(" \ 

Go Rawhide Go (USA DOG) 
Rawhide is a big goofball. Hc chats up a storm. He barks whcn he's cxcited, moans whcn he gcts hi s cars rubbed, 
whines when he wants to bc invited onto thc couch. and makcs othcr variou s snorts . huffs, and sounds that make 
LIS laugh and coo. Li ke many Greyhounds. Rawhide secms to think hc's a lap dog. It sti ll surpriscs me when he 
cl imbs on top of mc and tries to curl up in my lap. He 's a lot of dog whcn he's lyi ng on you r legs! He loves thc 
snow - he sprints around and bounds through drifts with a glcam in his eyes and a smile across his facc. 
Tiffany Peterson and Dan Morse, Greenwich, Conn, • 
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poetry 

Avatar 
By Yvonne Zipter 

This is the one we thought didn't need us, 

the dog who tosses and catches her own toys, 

who finds solace in being pressed 

to something firm, whether baseboard 

or easy chair, who uncovers joy 

with some sense we don't have, 

aswe move 

to the drumbeat of her tai l 

on the material of our lives. 

But now, here she is: a puncture 

amid the slender bones 

of her forward foot. This is what comes 

of hurling through the universe 

with no theory of harm. I spray the wound. 

The antiseptic is biting. But she stands 

perfectly stil l. Her on ly comment 

is the weight 

of her forehead, the flat 

of her snout against my breast, 

and the velvet of her ear reticent 

as a mullein leaf on my chin . 

Yl'OlIlIe ZIIJler is {Il11l/eh-pllblished poet alld the edi­

lOr of The Sk inny: News letterofGreyhounds O nly, 

Inc. She and partller Kailly Forde adopTed ex-racers 

N(lcllO mid Yoko abolllfolll' ye(lrs ago (ll/d their Nl'es 

havell '/ beel/ the .mille sillce. 
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physiology 
By Or. Linda l. Blythe 

Physical Therapy and the Retired Racing 
Greyhound 

Greyhounds will run like the wind when given the opportunity. 

Retired rac ing Greyhounds are unique 

animals. In their previolls lives, they were the 

elite sprint athletes of the canine spec ies. 
Some may sti ll try to retain thi s abi lity jf 
cats or rabbits run nearby or when they are 
simply le t out in a spaciolls area . For all of 

two to three minutes they race around the 

area and then they look for the nearest cOllch 
or soft spot. When running they use tremen­

dous power to gain speeds of up to 42 miles 

per hour in seconds. Even when they have 

arthritic conditions ancl age-related prob­

lems, they will try to I"un like the wind when 

given the opportunity. I have personally wit­

nessed thi s ill both of my Greyhounds . 

When rac ing, they did so counter-c lock­

wise on an oblong track co mple ting two 
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turn s of varying degrees of curvature and 

banking . These factors set the stage for dif­

ferential stresses on bones, muscles, tendons, 

and ligaments. Tissue, inc luding bone, 

responded by strengthening when training 

was opt ima l. Add track surface conditions, 

level and method of training , frequency of 

rac ing, and age, and you can see that avoid­

ance and cOiTection of minor to major injLl1ies 

is a constant task for trainers and pet owners 

alike. On the racetrack, e ffort s required to 

preven t and treat injuries must be balanced 

with consideration ofeconolllic factors, espe­

cially the time of kenne l he lp and traine rs. 

With Greyhounds as personal pets, own­

ers give more care to these members of the 

famil y. My contenti on has long been that 
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many major career-affecting injuries can be 

avoided by prophylactic recog nition and 

care of minor injuries - often the forebear­

ers of more severe problems. While veteri­

nary rehabilitation faci lities are multiplying 

and can be one avenue for a trainer or owner, 

use of physical therapy techniques should also 

be incorporated at home to keep Greyhounds 

limber and in fit condition. 

The first essential is to know the bas ic 

anatomy of tile Greyhound and the physica l 

examination procedures to evaluate the mus­

culoske letal system for injuries. This infor­

mation has been published in de tail spec ific 

for the G reyhound in the book, Core aIthe 
Racing Greyhound. Over the past fi ve years, 

ve terinary mecii c ine has placed an ex plo-



s ive interest in phys ic':lltherapy. Interest is 

coming from veterinari ans who recogni ze 

the bcncfit s and from physical therapi sts 

trained in human medicine who wish to apply 

the ir skills to animals. Educat ional and train­

ing opportunities for both groups increase 

every year. Physical therapy techniques range 

froill the simple but ve ry effec tive use of 

massage and range of motion exercises to 

the use of sophisticated equipment sllch as 

underwater treadmil ls or shockwave therapy. 

Thi s article foc Ll ses on seve ral of the IllOs t 

CO l11mon injuries and describes how phys i­

c al the rapy at varying levels can benefit 

Greyhounds. 

The most common physical therapy tech­

niques making major differences following 

illjUl)' or OVel1lSC are: In the first 24 to 48 hours 

after acu te injury to muscles, tendons, and 

ligaments, the therapy of choice is applica­

tion of cold, or cryotherapy, to the area. After 

the inllammation and swelling have rcduced, 

massage therapy and passive and acti ve range 

o f 1110tion techniques can begin. Application 

of heat with hot packs or hot watcr hydrother­

apy, or therapeuti c ultrasound 72 hours after 

acutc injury, serves to increase blood flow to 

the injury and promote healing. Controlled 

exercise with leash walking or swimming 

is also benefi cia l in promot ing full range of 

movcment , improving circulati on, and reduc­

ing muscle atrophy. 

Controlled exerci se through lcash walk­

ing o n fl at or hilly slopes, swimming, and 

most recentl y, the use of underwater tread­

mill s in rehabili tat ion facili tics, all acceler­

ate healing, promote muscle strength , and 

reduce muscle atrophy. Equally importan t 

is the physiological effect of weight bearing 

011 bones and the tendon-ta-bone and liga­

ment -la-bone junctions. These structures 

all lose ca lc ium, bone density, and strcngth 

whe n normal weight -bcaring stresses me 

absent. Injured Greyhounds who have 

reduced or no weight bearing all a limb for 

a peri od as short as two weeks will have 

some reduction of bone strength in the bone 

Silky and Ollie, adopted by Loren and Andie Johnson of Bakersfield, Calif. 

it self, and in the areas where the ligaments 

and tcndons attach. This loss of bony ti ssue 

strength must be considered when planni ng 

retraining schedules for re turning to athletic 

performance. 

While bone fractures, especially of the 

hock bones, are the 1110st COlllmo n traumatic 

injury reported in racetrack injury surveys, 

it is the earlier damage to muscles, tendons, 

and ligaments that often set the stage. In pet 

Greyhounds part icipati ng in coursing or 

other athlc ti c ac tivity, muscle injurics are 

morc cO l1unon. They range from simple con­

tus ions, brui sing or infla mmation of the 

muscle ce ll s (myositis), to muscle sheath 

tears, to complete tearing of the muscle at 

it s origin, insertion , or witllin the mLlscle 

itself. Minor ligament tears often progress to 

major tears or disru ption without treatment 

and physical therapy. Initi al therapy to all 

musculoskeletal injuries in the first 48 to 72 

hours is the app lication of cold therapy to 

decrease local blood circulation, pain, and 

ti ssue swelling. This is done with applicat ion 

of hydrotherapy with cold watcr from a hose, 

ice ba th s, or commercial cold packs. One 

practicalmcthod is to freezc water in small 
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paper cups (i.e., 4 oz). Tear off the top part , 

and then use them to rub over thc inflamed 

area for 1510 20 minutes every two to four 

hours per day for the first 48 hours. Thera­

peutic effec ts occur at ti ssue temperatures 

between 15° and 19° C (59° to 66° F) and 

can be effec ti ve from olle to four cm deep. 

Oncc inflammat io n of acute injury is 

reduced, other fo rms of physical therapy 

can begin. After 48 hours, massage and pas­

sive range of 1110tion should be applied to 

the damaged muscle, ligamcnt , or tendon. 

Hand massage should be two minutes of 

finn mbbing with the palm of the hand, then 

two minutes of probing and kneadi ng with 

the fingers for a total of four to eight minutes 

in each damaged area. With pass ive range of 

Illotion exercises, the affec ted limb or joint 

is flexed and extended by the therapist's hrulds, 

movin g to the full es t level tha t does not 

result in a painful response. This is done for 

ten minutes, three times per day. These treat­

ments should continue over the first week 

or until the Greyhound is able to start leash 

walking, bcaring full weight on the limb. 

While physical therapy can be applied 

at home, veterinalians and phys ical therapists 
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Cher, adopted by Betty De La Rosa of Westminster, Calif. 

o rten make use o f special ized equipment. 

This equipmcnt includes therapeutic ultra­

sound, pulsating magnetic fi eld therapy, neu­

romuscular elcc trostimulation or faradi sm 

(muscle cont ractor units and transcutaneous 

elec trical nerve stimulation or TENS units), 

and low intensity laser therapy. Laser is an 

ac ronym fo r Li ght Amplifi cat io n by the 

Stimulated Emission ofRadiatioil . With the 

latter, the light is monochromatic and does 

not produce any physiologically significant 

ti ssue heating. It s benefits are re lief of pain 

and acceleratio n of resoluti on o f inflam­

mation and wound healing. Low- level laser 

therapy has also been used to modify scar 

ti ssue. When coupled with pass ive range of 

Illotion exerc ises, a fun cti o nal increased 

range of movement can be obtained. Elec­

tri cal stimul ation increases range of move­

ment, muscle strength and to ne, and assists 

in muscle function fe-educat ion as we ll as 

nccelerating wound healing, reducing edema, 

and Illuscle spas1l1. Neuromuscular electri ­

cal stimul a ti on will reduce pain at some 
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intens ities, but it is most o rte n used to 

strengthen Illuscles and reduce or prevent 

disll se muscle atrophy. In Australi a, a IllU S­

c le contractor is o ft en ll sed to strengthen 

muscles above a joint where there is minor 

ligmnent or tendo n damage. This prophy­

lac tic measure reduces further damage and 

promotes healing in those latter ti ssues. The­

ore ti call y, by strengthening the muscles, 

there is Jess stress o n the ligaments and ten­

dons and a reduction of abnol1llal joint move­

ments that result in damage to both ligaments 

and bones . It can also be used in one form 

(io ntophores is) to enhance transdermal 

transport of medications. All o f these ther­

ap ies are most commonly used with either 

acute illjulies after inflammation and swelling 

has been reduced (after 36 to 48 hours) or 

with chronic recurring les ions. 

Pulsating magnetic fie ld therapy can be 

used in both acute and chronic lesions. To 

constlict blood circ ulation to an area in order 

to reduce inflammation and edema, a low 

frequency to the soft ti ssues should be used. 
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The effec ts here mimic the use o f ice packs 

and massage . Conversely, high frequency 

pul sa ting low frcquency mag neti c fie ld 

therapy minimizes pain caused by reduced 

blood now and accumulation . 

For the three adc1itionalmodalities used 

to promote healing, the following sugges­

tions are made. Since therapeutic ultrasound 

produces acoustic vibra tions that generate 

phys iological heat in the ti ssue, it has the 

ab ility to produce heat in the deep ti ssues 

as well as superficial ones. One should ultra­

sound over the affec ted muscle area for fi ve 

to seven mimttes of continuous, or six to 12 

minutes of pulsed wave impulses. A gel or 

coupling medium is required and fo r opti ­

mum effect , the hair over the area should be 

c lipped . On the limbs below the e lbow or 

knee, ultrasound can be applied to the area 

with the limb in a container o f cold water. 

Five to six minutes of continuous wave or 

seven to nine minutes of pul sed wave once 

o r twice a day fo r fo ur to eight minutes is 

bene fi c ia l. Speci fi cs as to the times and 

anatomical areas can be found in Care of 

the Racillg Greyholllld or the ult rasound unit 

owner's manual. A pulsating magnetic fie ld 

pad or boot set at a high frequency produces 

an effect of loca li zed heat and massage. Usc 

it for ten minutes once or twice dai ly for fi ve 

days and then on alternate days for fi ve to 

seven more treatments. Laser therapy can also 

be used o n some injuries by traine rs who 

have been educated as to the precaut ions 

and optimum usage of th is type of machine. 

These treatments can be used alone or in 

any combin atio n, even on the sa me days. 

They can be used separate ly on differe nt 

days, depending on the availability of equip­

ment and time. When treating twice dai ly, 

space the treatment sess ions at least two 

hours apart ; a fo ur-hour interva l is betler. 

For example, two opt ions fo r split muscle 

sheath therapy are as fo llows: 

Method One: Use a neuromuscularstim­

ulati on unit (muscle contractor or T ENS 

unit) with ten to 20 contracts in three to four 



Application of physical therapy can help keep pet Greyhounds fit. 

different locations around the split or tear 

in the muscle sheath , once or twice daily, 

for 14 days. After each Ireatmcnt , apply a 

heating liniment to the skin , using enough 10 

wet the hair and skin and allow to dry. Do this 

once daily for five days, then on alternate 

days fi ve to ten more times. 

Method Two: Use a therapeutic uhra­

sound with iodized oil as a coupling medium 

and apply the probe over the split or torn 

muscle sheath and the surrounding area for 

fi ve minutes, once daily for fi ve days; then 

repeat on alternate days fi ve more times. If 
only a coupling ge l is used under the probe, 

apply the ultrasound on the same schedule 

and the n app ly a heati ng liniment as in 

Method One. Or, if using a magneti c fi e ld 

unit , use hi gh frequency with the coil o r 

blanket centered over the sheath split or lear 

for ten minutes once dail y for 14 days. After 

each treatment app ly a heating liniment 10 

the skin once dai ly for live days and then 

alternate days for five mo re treatments. 

For reculTing tendon or ligament injuries, 

e ither of these methods of therapy is rec­

ommended. The first method applies thera­

peutic ultrasound in cold or icy water, on low 

( 1.510 2.0) selling on continuous mode for 

fi ve minutes once daily for five days, then 

on alternate days five more times. After each 

treatment, dry the area and apply a heating 

linimcnt as above. Using a pulsating mag­

netic field unit , follow the same protocol as 

above in method two for torn muscle sheaths. 

Or apply the laser probe, fo llowing manu­

facturer recolllmendations fo r setti ngs, 

directly on the tendon or ligament injury, 

spacing the contacts at one centimeter inter­

vals, for 30 to 45 seconds on each spot. Do 

this for a total treatment session of three to 
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five minutes once daily. After each treatment , 

apply a heating liniment as above. A third 

method would be simple daily massage by 

hnnd of thc affec ted area for three minutes 

once daily for len days using a heating Iin­

imcnt and then re peating the therapy on 

alternate days ten more times. This therapy 

would be lI seful for any of the injuries men­

tioned above. For these therapies, manually 

Il ex ing and ex tending the affected limb ten 

times, one to three times a day to increase 

or maintain range of motion is beneficial. 

The li se of vitamin/mineral supplements 

containing chelated vitamins A and Care 

believed to be beneficial in the formation of 

strengthen ing co ll agen. The Grey hound 

should be restricted to walking or swim­

ming only for the first 14 days after reoc­

cllrrence of the injury and then gradually 

re turned to it s previolls acti vity. 
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Nero. adopted by Beatrice Anderson of Victoria. Australia. 

Recommendation of the rapy for a ll 

injuries is beyond the scope of th is art ic le. 

Each specific injury needs some judgment 

as to the type o f therapy and re tra ining 

schedule. However, resources are avai lab le 

(see references be low). Care of the Racillg 

Greyhoulld, avai lable through the National 

Greyhound Association in Ab ilene, Kansas. 

outli nes spec ific therapies fo r Illulti p le 

injuries as we ll as reco mmenda tions for 

re trai ni ng schedu les spec ific for Grey­

hounds . • 

Lillda L. BlYlhe. DVM. Ph.D .. ;sa cOl/rse ;lI5tmclor 
;1/ the College o! \'eler;//ary Med;c;IIl' ami (/ COl/r.w! 
l{'ader ol\'(' ll'ril /(/I )" Nl'IIIVSciell('t's (jlld Pre\'eler;II{/1} 
M edicille ( II Oregoll Sf(l/e Uni!'t'/'sily. Sill' ;~- (/ lIeo ­
rologisl lI'ilh all i ll leresf ill racillg (//Jill/als. l'~."ecially 

GreyluJllllds {llId hor.5es. She co-olI/horet! Ihe book 
Care o rlhe Raci ng Greyholl mt. 
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think piece 
Story and Photos 
By Marcia Herman 

Crating: How Long is Too Long? 

Hounds relaxing comfortably in their racing crates in the Pups Without Partners adoption kennel at Shoreline 
Star Greyhound Park, Bridgeport, Conn. 

Have you ever been in a polite gathering of 
Greyhound adopters and adoption represen­
tatives, only to find that thecollversation look 
on an actversruiai tone when the subject (umed 
to c rating? Someone says in despair, "Our 

newly adopted Greyhound just hates being 

crated. Why? After all , she should be used to 
the crate from her raci ng days. How can we 

make her accept the crate?" Perhaps these 

owners expect their newly-adopted dog to 

stay in hercrate ten 1012 hours because "she's 
new to ourhomc and can' t be left alone," Do 
the owners believe that len hours rea lly isn't 
such a long time to go wi thout water orexer­
cise? Or perhaps they think that because she 
might have come from an adoption kennel 
situation it' s acceptable to continue to let her 
wait . Docs th is couple want their dog back in 
the crate at bedt ime, too? Is the crate used too 
long and inappropJiately? 

Another adopter, who views crates fro l11 
the opposite side and believes that track dogs 
are basically crated 2417 except for bathroom 
tri ps and a race or two a week (not true), 
adds in hOITor, "Greyhounds should never be 
crated. After all , they've been crated through­
out their track lives for2 3 hours a day. They 
are pets and family members now. Crating 

is too cmel!" Perhaps she's a lucky adopter 
who adopted the rare dog who fit right into 
the household and never did anythi ng 
unmannerl y. 

Or, maybe she didn' t adopt the perfect 
hound and actually st8l1ed out by using the 
crate to confine her unhousewonhy Greyhound 
rather than trying to leach it the ways of the 
house. She discovered that when she uncrated 
the dog, it still didn' t "behave" so the hapless 
hound went back into the crate. She used the 
crate as quasi-punishment by confining the 
misbehav ing dog rather than teaching it what 
she wanted it to learn. This confuses the dog, 
too, as it teaches nothing. The dog has no clue 
why she's in the crate when she'd rather be 
elsewhere. Even worse, if the dog who behaves 
inappropriately actually prefers the crate, the 
befuddled owner is reinforcing unmannerly 
behavior by crating her. The owner may have 
given up on the crate entire ly concluding that 
crating rea lly doesn't work. Her hound will 
be free, lIncrated, and dangerously unman­
nerly because teaching her house manners is 
much more of a hassle than expected. Expect 
this dog to be a bounce back. 

A th ird person chimes in with , "What's 
the problem? Our Greyhound loves his crate 
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and voluntarily spends time in it ." Perhaps 
they use the crate judiciously to teach one 
desired behavior at a time. This savvy couple 
knows crates are best used for housetraining 
(i.e., teaching a dog proper house manners). 
They know the crate is the tool to use for 
housebreaking (i.e., eliminating in an accept­
able place, generally outdoors) if not using 
the classic method of keeping your dog teth­
ered to your waist unt il it is housebroken 
and generally trustworthy. 

Addit ionally, they use the crate to protect 
both house and dog while teaching di ffer­
ences between inappropriate chewing of 
animate and inanimate objects and accept­
able chewing and playing objects. They know 
that injUdicious crate usage creates a pJison, 
not a school for learning house manners. 
When the training is finished the couple put 
the crate away. When these observant owners 
saw their dog looking for his crate (his den), 
they took it out of storage and put it where 
the Greyhound and the humans could be 
together. Their dog might be among those 
who had come to th ink of his crate as refuge 
during kennel days when liv ing with 40 to 
60 other dogs. Once home, these hounds 
continue to see their crate as a comfy, padded 
den now - now one loaded with toys - where 
they can reel safe and happy. 

How Long and When to Stop? 
Why do so many of us crate for so long 

in the first place? Probably because our 
adoption group told us we had to use a crate. 
The declaration, "No crate, no Greyhound 
for you" is a convincing argument for buy­
ing or bon'owing ~U1d using a crate. The group 
may say, "Usc it for a month. By then, the 
dog might be trained." Trailled in what? Other 
groups may give no time frame or guidance. 
The new adopter is left to his own devices 
about holV to accomplish this train ing and 
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Hounds in their less comfortable, in-home adoption kennel crates. 

decide wilen the crate is no longer necessary. 
Many adopters continue to li se the crate out 
of habit and fami liari ty, not out of necessity. 

When to stop crating? Simple. SlOp when 
Ihe hound is housebroken and housetrained. 
By giving the dog the chance to prove he is 
housebroken, is fini shed chewing up the 
couch or drywall , no longer gets into dan­
gerous subslances, and is no longer interested 
ill noshing on your antique dining room table. 

How about a test? If you're not CO Ill ­
pletely convinced your dog is totally hOllse­
worthy even though he shows signs of being 
sO, lry muzzling him out of the crate. If, after 
a few trial pedods nothing is amiss, tly unmuz­
zling him for a couple hours in a safe room. 
Give him a chance lO prove he can be trust­
worthy. Even setting up a video camera for 
15 minutes and leaving can prove very 
en lighten ing. See what happens. 

How long it takes to teac h those two 
major accomplishments depends on the dog 
and the dog's teacher - generally the owner. 
Every dog has a different set of needs and 
lime frame for leaming house manners. Sim­
il arl y, every owner has a different level of 
teaching skill s. We have heard of Greyhounds 
who behave perfectly from day one, and we 
see people who can teach a behavior in min­
utes. We have heard the opposite too. Regard­
less of which end of the spectrum you and 
your dog live, the two main variables toward 
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ach ieving sllccess are YOll and your dog. 
Like any tool, a crate does its job effi ­

cien tly whell used cOITCctly. Even better, odds 
are high the Greyhound won' t be stressed out 
while learning house manners. Once Ihe 
teaching tool has served its purpose, the 
adopter may put it away ulltilthe next proj­
ect - his next newly-adopted Greyhound ­
or leave it out as an available den and refuge. 

Other Considerations 
Worried about how your new Greyhound 

gets on with your other pets? Ra ther than 
crating the Greyhound and assuming the 
worst, consider gat ing the dog fro m a room 
where the cats or small dogs live. Stalt think­
ing of muzzles as face crates. If the dog is 
housebroken, the mu zzle is the nex t step 
towards run of the house. 

Safety withi n a dog pack can be a huge 
concern. Three or more dogs equal a pack. 
The relationships and actions among these 
dogs arc quite different from the relationship 
between two dogs. In addition, every time a 
foster dog enters a home with resident Grey­
hounds, there is jockeying for pack position. 
Crating or muzzling might be in order. 

Ifa dog is ill , he may need 10 be separated 
either by gates, crates, and/or wearing muz­
zles. Crates can also be llsed to keep the dog 
safe at the veter inar ian or while traveling. 
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Comparing Notes 
Let's take a look at what three respected 

non-Greyhound pl acement groups do, and 
decide if we are really using crates properly. 

The Rat Terrier Club states that an appro­
pl;ate time frame for crating dogs 17 weeks of 
age and older is approximately fOllr hours (six 
hours maximum) and that no dog should be 
left in his crate for Iheentire day (eight hours). 

Jacque Lynn SchuitzoftheASPCA offers 
another view on www.pelfinder.o rg. She 
writes, "The rule of thumb for crating is no 
longer than one hour per each month of age, up 
to nine to ten haul'S maximulll (the average 
work day). Each session should be preceded 
and succeeded by an hour of aerobic exercise." 
She urges caution and suggests weaning away 
from the crate gradually. In other words, don't 
decide 10 keep your dog in the crate for ten 
hours one day and allow him the run of the 
house for ten hours the next. Staying home to 
accomplish this may mess lip your work sched­
ule, bu t it 's a good idea when you are plan­
ning a stay-at-home vacation. 

Ms. Schultz continues, "Before you can 
leave your dog confined for the long stretch, 
be sure YOll have accustomed him to the crate. 
A dog who panics when left alone in a crate 
could do damage to the crate and, more seri ­
ollsly, to himself. And never, never crate your 
dog while he is wearing any SOJt of correc­
tion collar - it could eas ily gel caught on 
something in the crate and choke the animal." 

Mary Stuart of the Champaign Humane 
Society states: "No dog shou ld be crated 
throughout the day and again at night. As a 
rule of thumb, if you will be away for more 
than five or six hours at a time, your dog 
should be left in a confinement area (a dog­
proofed 1'00111 or portion of a 1'00 111 secured 
with barriers), rather than a crate." 

There are no firm answers for every dog 
and situation . How long is 100 long? It 

depends on your hound, your teaching 
methods, and how you view your crate . • 
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Sa turday. June 7 
Woofstock 2003 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Greyhound Adoption Center 
Canine Sports Center 
4821 Dehesa Road 
EI Cajon, Calif. 
Woofstock is a fun-filled annual party for dogs and 
their people to benefit Greyhound rescue. Games, rame 
and silent auction, great shopping, picnic lunch, doggie 
confidence course and more. Spec ial appearance by 
retired Padres Cy Young Award winner Randy Jones. 
Conlact: 877-houndsa\'ers 
or greyhound@greyhoundog.org 

Saturday, June 7 (rain date June 14) 
11 th Annual Greyhound Reunion Picnic 
1O:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m . 
Greyhound Pets of America/Springfield , Mo. 
2016 S. Arlington Terrace 
Springfield, Mo. 
Swimming for people and pets, rames, silent auctions, 
sack rames, Greyhound store, nail cutting, group photo 
and more. Greyhounds can be olT leash if muzzled. 
Contact: Atane Shultz, (417) 883-8 156 
or (4 17) 887-6439, agreyhound@mindspring.com; 
www.gp.1rno.com 

Saturday, June 7 
WAG's Picnic in the Park - Doggone Walkathon 9 
9:00 a.m. 103:00 p.m. 
We Adopt Greyhounds, Inc. 
lock 12 Park 
Cheshire, Conn. 
A fun walk with fellow Greyhound enthusiasts to 
rai se money for WAG dogs awaiting adoption. 
Contact: Jim Berger, Jr. , (203) 325-9727 
or (877) 595-8991 ;jirn@bergcradvisory.com 

Saturday, J une 7 
Eighth Annual Greyhound Reunion Picnic 
and Fundraiser 
W:30a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Adopt-A-Greyhound of Centra l Canada, Inc. 
lilac Hill Fa rm 
1845 Century Road W. 
North Gower, Ontario 
Contact: Lynda or Chris Seed, 613-489-0654 
or info@adopt-a-greyhound.com; 
www.adopt-a-greyhound.com/golf/pg2.htm 

Saturday, June 7 
Annual Festival 
ll:ooa.m. to4:oop.m. 
Greyhound Pets of America/Minnesota 
Spooner Park 
little Canada, Minn. 
This is the annual fund raising event for our organization 
featuring raffies, \'endors, contests, and of course, 
lots of hounds! 
Contact: Teri Petri n, 651 -702-8952 
or petrin @worldnet.att.net 

Saturday, June 7 
2003 Greyt Greyhound Gathering 
9:00 a .m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Hill Country Greyhound Adoption 
McAllister Pa rk 
San Antonio, Tex. 
Enjoy and meet with othe r Greyhound owners and 
friends for fun , food, games, silent auction, raffl e, 
Greyhound items and t-shirts for sale. Public welcome 
and encouraged to attend . 
Contact: Linda Knight, (210) 829-1328; 
hcga@satexas.com 

Sunday, June 8 
Third Annual Greysland Gathering & Reunion 
11 :00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
GreysLand Greyhound Adoption 
Hopkinton State Park 
Hopkinton , Mass. 
A day of fun for all Greyhounds and thei r humans. 
Vendors, games, raffl es, information booths, food , 
and more. 
Contact: Robin Norton, (508) 435-6023 , 
greys5@ aol.com; www.greysl and.org 

Sunday, June 8 
South Jersey Volunteers Sixth Annual Picnic 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
National Greyhound Adoption Program 
Atlantic County Park in Estell Manor 
Mays Landing, N.J. 
Games, rames, vendors, demonstrations, Greyhound 
wedding. Donation of $ 15.00 per family of 4 and 
$2.50 each additional person; lunch included! 
Contact: Merci, mercibar l@aol.com 
or NGAP at 1-800-348-2517. 
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Sunday, June 8 
Greyhound Friends West Reunion 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Greyhound Friends West, Inc. 
French Park 
N. Egremont, Mass. (near New York border) 
Spri ng reunion and gathering. E\'eryone is welcome 
to attend and bring their Greyhounds. Barbecue lunch. 
bake sale, huge rame, games for kids and dogs, 
goodie bags, dogs available for adoption to pre­
approved adopters. 
Contact: Nancy A. Korman , 
nkorman @ix.nclCom.com; www.gfwgreyhounds.org 

Thursday, June 12 through Sunday, June 15 
Greyhound America 2003 
Race the Wind Greyhou nd Adoption 
Sterl Hall 
Abilene, Kan . 
This annual gatheri ng is made up of retired racing 
Greyhounds. the dogs' owners and breeders, and 
Greyhound adoption groups from all over the United 
States and Canada. Tours of the Greyhound facilities 
in and around Abilene are planned, as well as network­
ing of information, and, of course, a lot of "rooing" 
from the four-legged attendees. 
Contact: Judy Sparks, greydogs@swbell.net; 
www.racethcwi nd.org 

Satu rday, June 14 
Monica's Heart Summer Blast 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Monica's Heart Greyhound Adoption 
legion Park 
Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
Games, silent auction. rames, vendors, concession stand 
open fo r good food. A great slart 10 the summer ­
fun and sociali zing for hounds and their humans! 
Contact: Kay McNelis, (814) 942-3 145, 
houndmorn @charter.net; 
or Peg O'Brien, (8 14) 943- 1475, obie@aasdcal.com 

Saturday, June 14 
Eighth Annual Homecoming Picnic 
11:00a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Personalized Greyhounds, Inc. 
Pavilion #3 
Gifford Pinchot State Park 
l ewisberry, Pa. 
Vendors, food, beverages, music, contests, Chinese 
and silent auctions, 50/50 drawing. 
Contact: Diane FreundeL (7 17) 737-2609; 
www.pgreys.org 
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Friday, June 20 through Sunday, June 22 
Sixth Annual Great Lakes Greyhound Gathering 
SI. Joseph-Benton Harbor. Mich. 
A weekend of fun to benefi t the Morri sAni1l1al Foun­
dation. Pizza pany. Woof SlUdios Dog Port ra its. loud 
and li ,'ely auction. poker s troll. ice cream social. 
contests. ram e. si lent auct ion. beach walk. \"cndors 
from across the country. and TIle Gilley Girls Dancing 
Greyhounds. 
Contact: Con nie Cassidy. 269-429-6985: www.glgg.org 

Saturday, June 28 
Second Annual Spring Fling 
Greyhound Friends of N.J. 
Atlantic County Park 
Estel l Manor, N.J. 
Contests. bake snlc, nail cutting and car cleaning. food 
and ben .. ragcs. vendors. Greyhound boutique. rames. 
Contact: PallY Tus tin. (609) 624-9 192 
or Spolsyloll @aol.com 

Friday, July 25 
Greyhound Club of America Western Specialty 
9:00a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Ryon Park 
lompoc, Calif. 
Thi s is a "SI)Cciahy" dog show for AKC-rcgistcrcd 
Greyhounds. wi th classes offered in Obedience. 
Conformation and Junior Showmanship. Held in 
conjunction wi th the Western Sighlhollnd Combined 
SI)Ccia!ties. there will be shows for other sighthound 
breeds on the same day <l11hi s location. Lurecoursing 
(for both A KC-registered and ILP G reyhounds). 
Judges: Sweepstakes - Mrs. June Matarazzo: 
Specialty classes - Mrs. Pani Widick Neale. 
Contact : Jack BradSha\\' Dog Shows. 323-727-0 136 
fo r Premium list: 
Sholl' Chair Joni Lo\"ci.j!m"Ci @san.rr.com: 

Trophy Chair: Sheryl Bartel. 360-422-7804 
or sbanel@sos. net 
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Saturday. J uly 26 
Eleventh Annual Reunion 
Noon ti ll? 
Rainbow's End Greyhound Rescue 
Ann and Gary"s home (call for directions) 
Harveys lake , Pa . 

Come relax. share your Greyhound storics. enjoy 
great food. rames. lots of free games to play. CGC 
[md TDl testing. Costumc contest wil l begi n at 1:00 

p.m. with a ll ga mes fo llowi ng. Cover dish and/or 
prize for ramc. As always this is for Greyhou nds on!y. 
Contact: Ann. 570-639-26 12: 
Diana. 570-822-9815 or dakc @epix .net 

Saturday and Sunday, August 2 & 3 
San Diego Renaissance Faire 
The Greyhounds of Fai rhaven 
War Memorial Grounds 
BalOOa Park 
San Diego, Calif. 
For the third year the Greyhounds o f Fairhal'en will be 
promoting Greyhound adopti on at the San Diego 
Renaissance Faire. [f you [jl·e in or lIrc visi ting the San 
Diego area. comc out and meet our 1110St noble hounds. 
Contact: Marsha Roc. 602-493- 1063 
or info@greyhoundsoffairhaw n.org: 
www.grcyhoundsoffai rha\"en.org 

Saturday, September 6 
Annual Reunion 
11 :00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Greyhound Pets of America/Central 
New Hampshire Chapter 
Rollins Park 
Concord. N.H. 
Please jOi llllS for our annual G PA ·CN HC Reunion. 
Last year's reuni on proved to be the bcst ever and II'C 

arc hoping the 2003 Reunion will be el'cn beller! This 
is a fun - fi lled day for both humans and hounds. There 

will be raffl es. games. a costume contest. plenty of 
food for everyone. vendors. and lOIS more. Come and 
chat with old friends. make nell' friends and meet our 
dedicated I"olunteers. 

Contact: Mari na Greene. 603 -783 -93 13: 
greyhoundange Is@aot.com 
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Saturday and Sunday. September 6 & 7 
Tenth Annual Canine Fun Days and Greyhound 
Reunion 
Greyhound Adoption of Ohio 
Cleveland Metroparks Polo Field 
Route 87 & Chagrin River Road 
Moreland Hills. Ohio 
Lure coursing. fun agility, fun dog sholl'. demos. ven­

dors. blessing of the animals. emenainrnellt. g il'e­
aways. all -breed rescue roll'. great food . 

Contact: Linda Perko. 800-269- 1148 or 
RJRJLP@aol .com:www.greyhoundadoptionofoh.org 

Thursday, September 4 through Sunday, September 7 

2003 National Greyhound Adoption Conference 
Sponsored by Greyhound Pets of America 
Best Western Rime Garden Inn and Su ites 
Birmingham. Ala. 
The conference is open to I'oluntecrs fro m all adop­
tion groups and we urge greyhound !O\'c rs from all 
wal ks of life to allcnd. The meeting will be hosted by 

G PAlNonhern Alabama. 
Contact: Alane Shu ltz. VP@g reyhound pcts.org; 
wWII'.g reyhoundpets.org 

Saturday, September 13 
Quad Cities Greyhound Adopt ion Reunion 
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Quad Cities Greyhound Adoption 
Rock Is land Conservation Club 
Big Island Road 
Milan , III. 
Rcunion of dogs and the people that hal'e adopted 
through QCGA. All gr .... yhotLnds and their people are 
lI'elcome! Fun gamcs. great food. and grcatl'cndors. 
Contact: Janet Stocfcn. 309-793-4578 
or janet@qcgreyhollndadoption.org: 
II'wII'.qcgreyhoundadopti on.org 

Saturday, September 20 
WAG's 11th Annual Games & Gathering 
11:00a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

We Adopt Greyhounds, Inc. 
Wharton Brook State Pa rk 
Wallingford, Conn. 
Fun. games. leaming experiences. vendors. great food. 
Con!;lct: Ell ie Goldstei n. 877-595-899 1 (toll -free) 
or 288-7024 (local): Audice@aol.com 



Sunday. September 21 
Greyhound Planet Day 
The purpose of this internation31 event is to rai se the 
pub lic 's awareness of the wonder and magic of Grey­
hounds as pets, educate others on the current status of 
Grcyhounds around the world. and to honor those 
Grcyhounds who have left us alrcady. For more infor­
mation and a complcte listing of cvcnts associated 
with Greyhound Pl rmet Day, pleasc visit www.arncll · 
rogrcyhoundalliancc.orglghplancl.htlll 

Friday, September 26 through Sunday, September 28 
Prairie Beach: A Gathering of Champ ions 
Heartland Greyhound Adoption 
Altoona, Iowa 
Joi n us for our second annua l celebration of grey­
hou nds. Greyhound adoption supporters from ten 
states and a Canadian province attended our inaugu· 
ral ycar: now you cnn get in on the trend! We' ll have 
an opening parade of ath letes. informati ve speakers. 
an auction ofGreyhound-re lalcd merchandise, and a 
unique opportun ity for you to cre:lte artwork wi th 
your Greyhounds. 
Cont:Lct: Mary Neubauer. 5 15-226-0958, 
marya ndrheu @lIlsn.colll; 
Eugenio Coco. 515·334·5419, endcoco l @mchsi.com: 
Jo rcnc King. 515-967·6564, joreneross@aol.com: 
www.heartlandgreyhoundadoption.org 

Saturday, September 20 
(rain date Sunday, September 21) 
Greyhound Rescue Reunion and Fundraiser 
Walk-A-Thon 
12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. 
Greyhound Rescue of New England 
River Bend Farm State Park 
Uxbridge, Mass. 
A fun day of rames, doggie contests. a silent auction. 
and the chance to hang out with olherGrcyhounds and 
thcirowners. Call for a sponsor sheet if you'd like 
to pal1icipate in the walk; you' ll enjoy even more oflhe 
beauti fu l scenery at this state park. and help the hounds. 
Contact: Michel le Tewksbury, 508-478· 16 17 
or g reyhoullds @qnc i.net 

Saturday, September 27 
Fifth Annual Reunion 
11 :OOa.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Lake Erie Greyhound Rescue, Inc. 
Lagrange Lions Park 
240 Glendale 
Lagrange, Ohio 
Silent auction. Chinese auction . door prizes. contests. 
vendors. and food. 
Contact: Sally Hennessey. 440-466- 1347 
o r greyhound @ncweb.com 

Sunday, September 28 
Fourteenth Annual Greyhound Homecoming and Picnic 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Make Peace with Animals 
Valley Road Picnic Site 
Hopewell Township, N. J. 
(2 miles south of Lambertville off Rte. 29) 
Greyhound gatheri ng open to all and the ir dogs. Silent 
auclion. vegetarian buffet. vendors. nail tri mming. 
lick testing. 
Contact: JoAnn Fo the ringham, Jofothcr@aol.com: 
www.makepcaeewithanimal s.org 

Saturday, October I I 
Ninth Annual Las Vegas Greyhound Picnic In 
The Park 
Il :OOa.m. 104:00 p.m. 
Greyhound Pets of America/Southern Nevada 
(Las Vegas) 
Floyd Lamb State Park 
l as Vegas, Nev. 
The Las Vegas Greyhound comlllllll ity's ninth annual 
ce lebration of Greyhound adoption . Enjoy a re laxing 
and fun · tilled beautifu l fa ll day featuring a gri lled 
lunch. si lent auction. artisans. hound games and con­
tests. rarne. and more! Contact: Jan Valentino. 702-
392-5822 or info @lasvegasgreyhounds.org: 
www.lasvegasgreyhounds.org 
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Sunday, October 19 
Greyhound PetFest 2003 
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Greyhound Pets, Inc. 
Evergreen Stale Fairgrounds 
Monroe, Wash. 
Pet Fest 2003 is Greyhound Pels. Ine.'s biggesl event 
of the year and the largest gathering of rescucd racing 
Greyhounds and their owners in the P:lcitie North ­
west. PCIFest will feature live entertainment. greal 
auctions. rarnes. dozens of booths offeri ng a variet), 
of pet products. services. a dog obedience demonstra­
tion. dog costume contest. games and a number of 
reti red rac ing Greyhounds available for adoption. 
Contact: Cathy Munro. 425-742· 1388 
or adopt.greyhounds@\·erizon.net 

Sunday, October 26 
Fall Reunion 2003 
12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Arizona Greyhound Rescue 
Reid Park, Ramada # I 
Tucson, Ariz. 
A fun day fo r Greyhounds and their fami lies. Games. 
lectures, shopping. raflle. si lenl auction. food and 
beverages. Donated ilems are always appreciated for 
our r;lfIl e and silent auction. Vendors invited. 
Contact: Dawn Melichar. 520-275-3585 
or sllowYlhegreYI@yahoo.com: 
www.:lzgrcyhoulldrescue.org 
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Judy's Greyhound Gifts 
Beautiful, unique items for greyhounds 

and the people who love them. 

Limited Edition Cinch Collars 

Lead Ornaments 

Martingale/Collar Sets 

Wet Down Jackets 

Bandana Sets Collar Covers 

Cinch Collars Coats 

Greyhound Rag Dolls Dog Bed Covers 

Do you have an idea of something that you want to have 
custom made for your greyhound? 

Give Judy a call. .. with your input she wil l be happy to make it for you. 

P.O. Box 99913, Louisville, KY 40269 - 877-943-8364 
website: www.adoptagreyhound.com/jgg.html 
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e-mail: jgg@adoptagreyhound.com 

Pet Portraits 
From Your Photos 
Award winning artist and Greyhound 
adopter Kent Roberts is available to 
paint a FULL-COLOR watercolor 
of your pet. Prices start at just $95. 

For ordering information go to: 
www.artmarketing.com/gallery Ikentroberts 

To recieve a fulJ·coJor flyer and order form 
send $2. (deducted from first order) to: 
Kent Roberts 
8735 Pineville Road 
Shippensburg, PA 17257 
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WillOW 'S Spi ri t Vide 
exclusive di stributo r of: 0 

"The Grey test Love of All" 
WWW.bradpritchett.com 
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VVhen it comes to greyhound surgery, .;5B~­
VVe Do More! 

VVhen it comes to dentistry, 
(Cleaning, Doxirobc Treatment, Bonding & Extractions) 

VVe Do More! 

VVhen it to comes to straight talk, 
.:::-":l_CC;:- , VVe Do More! 

VVhen it comes to care, 
VVe Do More! 

VVhen it COllIes to cost, 
VVE DO LESS!! 

National Greyhound Adoption currently does 2000+ anesthes ia ~ 
s urgeries on greyhounds annually. Call for information. 

In the near future look for our 3 million dollar nevv kenne l and ~ 
s urgical facility on the Delaware River! 

National Greyhound Adoption Program 
4701 Bath Street - Phila, PA 19137 

(215) 331-7918 - (215) 331-1947 - Fax 
E-mail -ngap@ix.netcom.com 

Website - www.ngap.org 

• Quality collars at an affordable price! 

• Specializing in Martingale collars! 

• For a free brochure, ca ll (574) 674-0559 
or e·mail: sales@my3greys.com 

", 58529 \'(f,lnu, H;ll Tr.l;1 • El kh, n, IN 465 17 

'II' Visit our website at: www.my3grc)·s.com 

A portion of all nt l adoption 
. Fund j i 
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T-IapPY' Tail it on over to fartJac'k-com. 
We're open ""'/7 for your Scratching 2, 

Shiffing EnjoY'ment! 

fast~ 

9 Designs by 

"Laay with a Greyhouna" 
art aeco figurine 

14-3/4 
inches 

tall 

Only $37.95 plus $6.95 SErH 
www.artfulseasons.com 

The Greyhound. Whippel and all Sighlhound Conneclion. including olher breeds 

SIGHTHOUND AND DESIGNER FASHIONS 
FANCY & EVERYDAY COLLARS - LEASHES - MUZZLES and GUARDS - COATS & BOOTS - FLASHERS 

DINING CENTERS - BEDS & MATS - RACING & RETIRED SILKS - DECALS & CAR MAGNETS 
_I _ SUNGLASSES & HATS - JEWELRY & STATUES - DENIM & SWEAT SHIRTS - NOTE CARDS 

.~.\ WWW.K-9DES IGNS.COM .EIl 
'I . ) , J 32537 361h Ave SW - Federal Way. WA 98023 - USA 

Telephone: 253.661.2905 Fax: 253.661.5935 
=---:J We contribute to Greyhound Rescue Groups 
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The St. Francis Urn 

55. 5175. 

The St. Francis Urn .. . made of the finest quality pewter... 
features a sterlint,? s ilver medallion depicting 

St. Francis wIth two special hounds. 

Both sizes are available in two non-tarnishing finishes ... 
polished or satin. The price includes your choice of 

script or block engraving. 

The St. Francis mednllion (inset) is nlso available 
as a dog lng, medal, nnd keychain . 

'Ghc Golden :Hound 

270 Bellevuc Avenuc 11303 
cwpOl1 . RI 02840 
(40 I) 247-1664 

goldcnhollnd@eror1rcss.coll1 
www.goldcnllollnd.coITl 

hllp: l/mclIlbers.ebay.comi 
abolllllle/lhcgoldcnhound 

p,"<:i,,1 thunks 10 Kevin Z (or shoring his Sl. Fr. "cis al1wori:. 

A pori ion of lilt pro,,"<:,ls b"IICfll' grc)'hound Hooplion and the Morris Animal Foundation. 
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Do You LOVE Greyhounds? 
Then SHOW IT! Get GREYT shirts and accessories from 

~6~~[A~ 
www.greytwear.com 

Greyt Human Apparel for Greyhound Lovers 

Offering a huge variety of styles, and colors, made to order from your specifications. We also 
carry jackets, caps , mouse pads and greeting cards. Come visit us at GREYTWEAR' 

toll free 1·877·956·1225 
Contact us for Fund Raising and Dealer Opportunities 1942 Jackson, Columbia, MO 65202 

GREYHOUND 
GEARr~l~ 

www.greyhoundgear.bigstep.com 
Statuary, apparel, toys, collars and leads, vehicle ramp, Retirement 
Bound poster, stain removers, odor finder, predator call, Simmons 

Beautyrest dog bed, and more. Highest quality, best prices , 

ghgear@wideopenwest.com 

Let RUN WITJ-I IT EMBROIDERY take ('are of all your cmbroidcl) ' wants and desires. Dcsigns 

like "R.1ce Va To The Couch", "Greyhound 'r-.1om' or 'Dad''', "One By Onc" and many morc for 

2002, embroidered on lIats, Ts, Polos, S\\'catshi t1s, Denims, Jackets and Morc. 

Offering Discounts to Adoption Group Orders, and Logo Digitizing 

if //01/ dol{? see,( doeSll? ",eol{ ieol{? ",aRe ,1./ 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE or CALL BECKY -VISA -See Us at Dewey. 419·663·6262 • runwilhilemb,com Copyrighted Designs by: 

Check our Site for Coming Events A P",,,,,tlol.,,, ... ~ , """,,",, ,. Gr<)h,,",'" AcIop,'" Run With It Embroldery 
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Advertise 
in Celebrating 

Greyhounds Magazine 

Sell your 
products, 
service, 

website, etc. 
Here! 

Contact: 

Celebrating Greyhounds 

Advertising 

P.O. Box 358 

Marblehead MA 01945-0358 

Payments and deadline: 

Spring issue: December 1 

Summer issue: March 1 

Fall issue: June 1 

Winter issue: September 1 

marketplace 

"MEETING OF THE RACERS" 
This award winning 8-1/2x II class ic photograph by John Mottern 
would make a beauti ful addition to any greyhound art collecti on. 
Part of the proceeds go to the American-European G reyhound 
Alli ance. AEGA is a small non-profit organi zation fo rmed to 
investigate and promote greyhound welfare worldwide. 

To order send your name. mailing address and check for $ 18.00 
made payab le to AEGA. attn Louise Coleman, 167 Saddle Hill Road, 
Hopkinton MA 01 748 

To see other greyhound photos, go to WWW.PHOTOCAV E.COM 

Warm Your Hound With ... 
!'OLAI( flOOTS & t-tOODS, 

HOUND TOGS & 
CKI5J\NTHEMUr..'\S DOG COATS 

Make 'Em Beautiful... 
WITH A NEW GROOMING Min 

Make You Beautiful. .. 
W ITH ,\N EMBRO IDERED T·SHIRT OR 

LO NG SLEEVE DENIM SHIRT 

GREAT GIFTS!! 
wecarrylhe new We carry a wonderful 

"GREYHO UND STERLING JEWEt RY" seleclion of statues 
by BLACK HORSE DESIGNS including !'EWIER & DANNYQUEST 

All This And Toys Too ... 

PI USH GREYHOUND "sqUt"AKlR" roy 

NEW!!NEW!!NEW!! 
Christmas Cards ' Window DKait 

OKoral ive Pins ' Ties 
Candle Holder, 

Black Steel MailBox Toppers 

JEWElRY -1'EWTlR - ~llRIJNG SllVIR - VlRMBl - ~TM1I'S & MLO-t MORE 

a I fd a f 4667 Route 31, Vernon, NY 13476 
'::J ~£at or oun '::J i f:i Phone: 315-829-4800 

Email: dixi@tds.nct 
CALL OR WRITE FOR OUR CATALOG! http://greathoWldgifts.homestClldcOlll 
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S ~" oC~AGeRS L"'~ v Jewel", Des;! 11 
JEWELRY 
14kt Gold Vi 
Sterling Silver .; _ 
Rubber Stamps 1'-'1 

Visit us 
in the his toric 1851 
' Old Stone House" '_~ 
Cambridge, Wisconsin 
Meet our retired 
rac ing greyhounds on sla f . 

CATALOG, 
1-800-352-3762 
608-423-4446 
Visit our NEW web site ..... 

www.voyagersjewelrydesign.com 

~~~~~~r~d.~~~~~~q:~ 
prints. bogs & wearobles. Also featured ore beautifully illustra ted c hildren's books Greyhound Love and The Home Stretch. 

419 SUvar brook Dr., Birdsboro, PA 19508. phone {610) 582-3573, email greyhouncUove5@oOl.com 
jLorge portion o f prol its go to greyhound rescu 1 • _ 

AdOfoble plush GreyBobles! 
-, .... l);\ Each comes with matching scor f 

I. with unique Greyhound Love logo 
// • and their own adoption certificatel 

~ 
. ...... Collect all 6 colors - white, 

" " . : \ fawn, blue. block. brown 
'.....,.J-f and white WIth black 

'" • $8 each, 3/$22. 6/$40 
,~ 

100% 01100 profits GreyBobles and Belly Bands d irectly benefit the medica l needs 
and rescue ladoptlon e fforts 0 1 the refired broods, speclol needs and 101m greyhounds 

°V __ , 
'-. 

~4_~ ••• __ • .;;;:.::; 

For adoption Informotion for these wonderful greyhOunds, please contac t Marilyn 01 emoil:9reys 1 OO@ool.com 

Only rrom Greyhound Love Collectibles!! To order VIsit, www.greyhoundlove.com 
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This ad space 
could 

have been yours 

for 

$72.00 
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Here I S pn invitaf ion to Grey,s a "d their 
families to come vislt theyMi estl 

'/4:i1J' /,' I /. 

... ",e Bead. 200 i?JI 
~, CJ 

ci??;~ 
-<~ ~ // 

fte'''e''f1& of 01. ""\ .~ . ~ .~ . 
PraVle Beach;,- 1 Gatherlng,o! Champions, 

, Sept. 26-28, 2003,>'~ our second~ 
annual greyt ~-together in the heart ofl he Midwest! 

:; 

Prairie Beach i a wonderful opportunity td meet 
Greyhound (/gnd their owners from all over. Jl'e inaugural 
year of ~alrie Beach brought attendees fro[\ 10 states 

pill.as a Canadian pro~il)ce and this yeaP'is looking to be 
Detter than ever! 

The keynote speaker for Prairie Beach 2003 will be the 
well-known author of several Greyhound books and 
regular contributor to Greyhoupd magazines, 
Robert Scott McKinnon. ?,j 

Lots of activities are planned for a greyt weekend including: 
/ 

.('; Prairie Beach's signature Parade of Athletes 

.('; Free ice cream and pizza party 

." Crafty Greys 

.('; Vendors with lots of greyt Greyhound-related items 

." Robert Scott McKinnon as the keynote speaker 

." The Prairie Beach Auction 

." BarkBack Live 

We hope you can join us! 

For additional information or to 
register online. go to 
www.heartlandgreyhoundadoption.org. 
(Just click on the Prairie Beach linkl) 

summer 2003 

~, 
H EARTLAND 

GREYH OUND 

Registration forms also available 
by writing to: 
Heartland Greyhound Adoption 
P.O. Box 342 Bondurant, Iowa 50035 
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COLLARS Be LEADS 
BRILLIANT TRIMS * 

VELVET LINED * 
DURABLE * 

SOLID BRASS -GR- * 
STAINLESS STEEL H W * 

Posh Paw Creations 
The Sighthound Connection & other breeds 

DESIGNER FASHIONS 
FANCY COLLARS - LEASHES - SILKS - OECALS - MAGNETS 

HATS - COATS - SHIRTS 

WWWPOSHPAWCREATIONS.COM 
Subsidiary of K-9 Designs by Sharee 

I We offer wholesale pricing \0 Greyhound Adoption Groups I 
We contribute to G reyhound Rescue G roups 

32537 36th Ave SW - Federal Way, WA 98023 - USA 
Te lephone : 253.661.2905 Fax : 253.661 .5935 
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KREATIVE K-9 FASHIONS 

Halld Made Coals for Greyhol/llds 

RAINCOATS 
SNOW COATS 
WINTER COATS 

P.O. Dox 8493 
Warwick, Rl 02888 
K rea t ive. K9. Fash io IIs@att.net 
hit p:/lho me.a tt. netJ-K n~ath' e. K9. Fash ions 

Ilor1ion or proceeds benefits the 
Morris Animal Foundat ion. 

Come visit us on line for color samples. 

marketplace 

GREYHOUND TALES 
True Stories Of Rescue, Compassion & Love 
~ ~ Edited by Nora Star .,., ji 
~ Introduction by Susan Netboy ~ 

"There ;s a very special class of privileged citizens in this country, those who 
have gotten to know a greyhound. II is an experience like no other and this book 
is living testimony to that fact. Unlike other privileged societies, the one buill 
around the greyhound is very easy to join. You don't have to be born into it 
' "' you just have to be willing to give love and accept love." Roger A. Caras, 

~ ~ _ P'.'.;,~PC~ 

;~~~,~~ 
SEND $15.95 TO : STAtC 9728 TENAYA WAY, KEI.SEYV I LLE, CA 95\51 
REDUCED RATES TO RESCUE GROUPS, PROFITS A LL GO TO DOGS 

Screen PrintinfJ Since 1993 
T.SHIRTS, SWEATS AND MORE 

HOME OF THE 
GREYHOUND FOSTER MOM AND DAD SHIRTS 

GREYHOUND PRAYER SHIRTS 
FOIL GREYHOUNDS SHIRTS 

Custom Printin~ 
Logos, Grevhound Event Shirts, Fundraisin~ 
Discounts for Adoption Groups on Custom Orders 
1 (800) 404-GARB www.graphicgarb.com 

GREYHOUND FRIENDS 

Decorative and functional slghthound col/ars featuring our popular 1·1/2 in ch wide, 

of Northern California 

P.O. BOX 8018, RED BLUFF, CA. 96080 ' {S30)51H489 

fur lined, adjustable colfars. 

The Regal Line, adjustable collars adorned wit ti,J!lms befitting the 
king and queen hounds of your castle. ~ 

Necklaces for your hounds featuring seml·precious stone', gl.1I beads 
and carved bone. 
Sterling Sliver Jewelry by Black Horse Design. 
Note Cards and Address Labels with original artwork. 
Deca ls, Muzzles. Squawkers, and much more. 

http ://www.sllkroadcol lars.com 

SilkRdClrs@aol.com (253)841-3005 PST 

Wholesale orders welcome, many adoptfon groups carry Silk Road Collars, we encourage 
you to support your local greyhound adoptfon groups. 
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A TANGLE-fREf LEASH THAT REALLY WORKSI 
The look of a Grey tangled in a leash says; 

"What are you going to do about this . " 
THE NO HANG UP<!l Is The Answer! 

oDesigned for Greys by a Grey Ownero 

THE NO HANG UP· DOUBLE THE NO HANG UP· 

i 

Up to 12 ft of Tangle-Free Safety! 

A Flexible Fiberglass Rod with a Polyester/Nylon Leash Cord 
Allows you to Keep Your Grey Tangle · Free Ii Safe. 

A Shock Absorbing Bicycle-Style Hand Grip Ii Safety Loop 
Takes the Strain Off your Hands . 

.Ii A New Hold· Ii Close·Control 'Short·E's' are also Available . .Ii 
!I Start Your Grey Walking FUN - Order One Today !I 

~ (featherea Gems heCp simpnJr. you,' hortaay shoppinS -
sive everyone st .. -rinS siCver &. sems!one sreyhouna jeweC,"'t! 

'We ,,"c create. ,wop ana ship YOU!' Sifts JOt' you. 
Sec"<1 9?aCs-we can ship YOU!' SiJt to YOU!' ~PaC anonymousCy. 

6B cgmagame 

C an't decide wflat to eet? Send a aift Cet1iJicate! 

'Ham 'HoHdays from 

(feathered Gems 3eweCry 
\p. o. 'l3ox 722 • 

'I[t"corn ~p"'-k. ~148'46 
n13) 928 -9123 

kjoflllS0t1@1fcathcrcdfJCtllS.COI1l 
<)=lfcnsc visit us onCinc: r1t1p:/ /,wv,w.fcalhc,'cd'acms,corn 
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Greyt Gifts 
Susan O'Hara 

Magnets. OrnamcnlS, Vases and Other Gift Ideas 

www.greytgifts.com 
susan·ohara@comcast.net 215.9 18.3385 



Cairo (Haus of Lords) 1993-2003 
Owned and loved by Carmen Riley 

and by all who knew him, Cairo was fea­

tured in "Will H e Ever Like Us?" (Winte r 

1998 CG). He was a lso pictured o n the 

back cover orthe Winter 2000 issue. Cairo 

crossed the Rninbow Bridge to reunite with 

hi s long time Whippet fri end Hansonn 
(aka Brother) fo llowing a brief and unex­
pected illness. Always the gentle soul , 

Cairo instant ly made strange rs into fri ends 

whethe r a t a show-ancl-te ll , a home visit 

with potenti al new .. dapters, or on a wa lk. 

Cairo and Brother arc deeply missed. 

Scooter 1992-2003 
Adopted by Anna C le men ts of 

Barce lona, Spain , Scooter was pic tured in 

"The Welfare o f the Irish Greyhound" 

(Spring 2003 eG). Retrieved from the 

Pabe ll6n racetrack in Barcelona w hen it 

closed in 1999, Scoote r was 50S Galgos' 

first rescued Greyhound. 

Carrera (Penrose Tierra) 1988-2003 
Carre ra joined the family of Dan and 

Laney Kussman in 1994. following three 

years as a racer. and three mo re years in 

her first post- reti rement home. She was 

fea tured in "Aging G racefully" (S ulllmer 

200 I eG). Carrera worked tirelessly as a 
Therapy Dog with the Orange Count y, 

Cali f. SPCA PAWS group bringi ng smiles 

to people of a ll ages, and getting her fair 

share of love and hugs for her ellorts. She 

a lso enjoyed he r "other job" - charming 

the c rowds at loca l meet-a nd-gree ts. 

Carrera was a swee t and gentle Greyhound 

loved not just by her humans, but a lso by 

the cats and a cockatoo w ith whom she 

shared her home. Although we are gra teful 

to have had he r with us in good health for 

so many yea rs, Carrera's pass ing leaves a 

huge hole in our hea rt s. 

summer 2003 

In memoriam 

Sophie 1991-2003 
Adopted by Stephen and Carol 

We inhold thro ugh REGAP SI. Louis, 

Sophie was pictured on page 29 of the 

Fa ll 1999 CG and, post-amputation. on 

page 56 of the Winter 1999 CG. At the age 

of I I years and nine 1110nths, Sophie was 

a 45-l11o nth osteosarcoma survivo r. She 

was diagnosed in May 1999 and li ved a 

healthy and hnppy life for an addi tiona l 45 

months until her pass ing from causes not 

directly re lated to the di sease. She was a 

true Greyhound ambassador, making 

numerous appearances on television and 

in newspapers in the 51. Louis area. Her 

sweet di sposition and undaullting courage 

through adversity will keep he r forever in 

the hea rts of those tha t loved her. 

Witho/lt tIle CI'l'.\·/IOII/U'-{ \I'/lOse storie's alll/ images 
populate il.~ l){Iges. CG Mng:lzine wOllld 1I0t ('xi.l"t. 
Wit" 1/1 MeJllo}'illlll. we t'X/Jrl'H Oil}, g}'(l/itlldt, (I/ld 
hidfiln' ll'ell /() those who IUII ·i '. illl'l'l'l'iol/s isslll's. 
t'llric"l'll Oil}, Ih 'es by ,{/Illrillg {/ hi! of '''elllse/I'l'S 
Ifit" liS. 
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