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My first visit to a Greyhound racetrack was a stop at Coeur d’Alene
Greyhound Park, twelve years ago.  I was driving from Minnesota with
Greyhounds Herman and Hattie to visit my parents in Oregon.  I saw the

sign from the interstate and curiosity got the best of me.
I pulled into the parking lot, leashed the dogs, and waited as they jumped out of the

station wagon and stretched.  I knew I wouldn’t be allowed in the main building with
dogs, so I just loitered by the front doors, hoping that somebody would come out and
notice us. (As I recall, this was also about the third day of our cross-country driving-and-
camping trip, so my generally grungy appearance also deterred me from going inside.)

After receiving smiles from a few patrons leaving the building, the dogs and I headed
for the perimeter, where we encountered a gentleman who was wandering around inside
a fenced area.  He came out and greeted the dogs and introduced himself. I have forgot-
ten his name, but I remember him telling me that he had worked at the track since its
opening day, in various maintenance roles. He mentioned that the track discontinued live
racing in 1996 but offered to give me a tour of what was left of the kennel area. I followed
him through the gates, watching Herman and Hattie to see what their reaction might be.

As I recall, the kennel compound, even in the process of being disassembled, was a
beautiful property. The kennels were perched on a bluff overlooking a river. Tiny wild-
flowers grew up and around rolls of chain-link fencing stacked up near what used to be the
turn-out pens. The names on the kennel doors — Windrunner, Wild Rose, Paulk —
struck me as mysterious, picturesque, and evocative. As Herman and Hattie enthusiasti-
cally sniffed the neatly stacked piles of building debris, I wondered aloud if they were able
to smell the Greyhounds who had been there before them. My tour guide told me they
were probably picking up on the scent of voles who had taken up residence in the over-
grown weeds.

After a few minutes more, we found ourselves back at the gate. He told me that it had
been a long time since he had seen Greyhounds on the property and that he sure enjoyed
meeting my dogs. I thanked him for his time, and he wished us a safe trip.  

Given Greyhound racing’s current state of disarray, it seems ironic that the first race-
track I ever saw was in the process of being taken apart. Eight Greyhound racetracks
closed in 2009:  Wonderland and Raynham in Massachusetts; Seabrook and Belmont in
New Hampshire; Twin River (R.I.), The Valley (Texas), Dairyland (Wisc.), and Phoenix.
At the end of 2010, 24 U.S. tracks continued to host live Greyhound racing. Over half of
these tracks are in Florida.

This is not the first issue of CG devoted to track closings (see: The Woodlands clos-
ing, Spring 2009; Plainfield and Geneva Lakes closings, Spring 2006). I doubt it will be
the last. For reasons too varied to address here Greyhound racing is, at the very least, in
contraction. What does this mean for Greyhound adoption? Based on the experiences
chronicled in this issue of CG, responses to this question from within the Greyhound
adoption community may surprise you.
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Inspired by Greyhounds and Art
I would like to make a few comments about

the Winter issue . . . I think perhaps one of the
best issues yet. First, my wife and I love the
stores tied in with the theme of Greyhounds as
Inspiration. Every one of those stories was so
uplifting — excellent job. Second, my favorite
part: “Greyhounds in Art.” In response to that
article I have enclosed am image that I think
you may find fascinating. In 2005 the Egyptian

Museum of Antiquities hosted a traveling
show named “Tutankhamen and the Golden
Age of the Pharaohs.” Attending the exhibit, I
was curious if I would see any art depicting a
Greyhound. As I wandered through all the
artifacts, eventually I found what I was looking
for. A fan dated 1332-1322 BC bore a depic-
tion of King Tut riding in a chariot and partic-
ipating in an ostrich hunt. Running next to
the chariot, leading the hunt, is a Greyhound. 

Ron Zrodlo
Via E-Mail

Thanks for the very interesting
Greyhound in Art pictorial. I would like to
add a few other items of interest that fellow
Greyhound pet parents may enjoy. Believe it
or not, there was once a Greyhound Saint
Guinefort! Whether or not you are interest-
ed in the actual folklore and history of how
the dog achieved “saint” status, you may be
interested in various artistic depictions of
Saint Guinefort. Use your favorite search
engine to find interesting photos. Also, a few
years back while visiting the artifacts exhibit
from the tomb of King Tut while it was on
display in Philadelphia, I was really excited
to see at least two pieces of art that clearly
depicted Greyhounds. I recall one piece of
pottery that depicted Greyhounds on the
move. The notion that the breeds’ line
extended back to ancient Egyptian times was
very thought-provoking.

Dave Kline
Spring Township, Pa.
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Detail from a fan found in King Tut’s tomb depicts a Greyhound running alongside a chariot.

Rusty, adopted by Jim and Marcia Amos of Pinewood Springs, Colo.
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Veterinary Warning
The March 1, 2010 American Veterinary

Medical Association Journal contains a letter
to the editor from the Animal Poison
Control Hotline. They have recognized 21
dogs that experienced acute liver failure after
ingesting large quantities of joint supple-
ments. These supplements can be purchased
over the counter and are made in tasty chew-
able form, leading the dogs to over-consume
them. The dogs each ate between 20 and 240
tablets. Clinical signs of liver failure — vom-
iting, depression, and diarrhea — began any-
where from five hours to two days after eat-
ing the supplements. Recovery data was
available on fewer than half of the dogs
involved, but five out of nine either died or
were euthanized due to organ failure (mostly
involving the liver). The lesson here: Any
over-ingestion of these supplements should
be considered an emergency and should be
treated aggressively as directed by your vet-
erinarian.

Jim Bader, DVM
Via E-Mail

Dr. Jim Bader is a CG regular contributor.
—Ed.

More Thoughts on Black
Greyhounds

After reading the article on black
Greyhounds in your Summer 2009 issue
(“Doggie Discrimination — Black is
Beautiful”) and the responding letter from
my friend John DeMetro (“Your Letters,”
Winter 2009 CG), I continued on to read
comments from several owners of black
Greyhounds. In October, I released my
BlackJack to run free at the Rainbow Bridge.
We had him for a brief 19 months as he was
a bounceback. His previous owner adopted
BlackJack from the track where he raced for
five years. He must have loved him very
much, and certified him as a therapy dog. But
after five years of pet life, BlackJack was no
longer able to climb stairs because of two
ruptured discs, so his owner was unable to
keep him. I first saw BlackJack when he was
in foster care, and I fell in love with him. He
came here to stay. Black Greyhounds are dif-
ferent, compellingly lovable and affection-
ate. Every day since BlackJack’s passing, I
look for him. We miss him terribly. When we
walk our other two dogs through the neigh-
borhood, people ask about Jack. The chil-

dren around here talk about him often. I
would love to take another black Greyhound,
perhaps an older one as I am 62 and need to
know that I will outlive and be able to care
for him or her. Hopefully this will happen
someday. The day may come when we no
longer think of BlackJack every day, but we
will never stop feeling honored to have had
him.

Barbara and John Wainwright
Ilion, N.Y.

You’re Welcome!
While on the Internet today, I found your

website. My wife and I subscribe to your mag-
azine and I wanted to thank you for putting it
together. I really enjoy reading it and seeing
the pictures of the hounds. Keep up the great
work.

Larry Thimm
Via E-Mail

Leland (Flying Leland), fostered by Jeff and Shelley Lake of Paola, Kan.
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I’d be so grateful to see the enclosed photo
appear in one of the future issues of Celebrating
Greyhounds Magazine. I have to page through
every issue I receive to see all those cute faces
before I ever read it cover to cover. Who knows
. . . if this photo landed on the cover of an issue
I might just read it first.  Thanks for a great
publication.

Jill Goldammer
Milwaukee, Wis.

Jill, since we’ve featured your photo on this
issue’s cover, we trust that you’ll make it to this
section to see our response:  Thank YOU for send-
ing us such a charming photo of two lovely dogs. —
Ed.

Thank you for your letters (up to 300 words)
and photographs. Please send letters and photos by
mail to Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine,
Attn: Editor, PO Box 120048, Saint Paul, MN
55112. Letters sent via e-mail to editor@adopt-a-
greyhound.org are also welcome. Please include
your home telephone number if you would like
your letter to be considered for publication. Letters
may be edited for brevity and/or clarity.

We regret that we cannot publish every letter
and photo.

Al, adopted by Bill and Kathy Helm of New Boston, Mich.Tuffy, adopted by Linda Sykes-Hannam of Hamilton, Ontario.
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Greyhounds in
the News

National Adopt-a-Greyhound
Month Recap

Thank you to everyone who took time out
of their busy schedules to help promote
National Adopt-a-Greyhound month in
April. The second annual event continues to
show growth as public service announce-
ments were sent to additional markets and
the campaign was launched on the internet.
This year, Cal the Greyhound’s PSA was sent
to 152 stations in California, Illinois,
Wisconsin, Iowa, Virginia, North Carolina,
Arizona, Ohio and Colorado. In addition,
several local volunteers were able to get the
spots sent to local contacts in other markets
such as Minneapolis, Minnesota.

In addition to becoming a television
celebrity, Cal the Greyhound has also
become an Internet sensation. In late March,
Cal the Greyhound Seeking a Long-Term
Relationship was launched on YouTube via his
own Facebook page. To date, Cal has nearly
1000 fans on-line and his fan base grows
daily. Check out Cal’s fan page at
http://www.facebook.com/#!/CalTheGreyho
und as he continues to share his story about
his road to fame, as well as spreading the word
for Greyhound adoption.  His YouTube video
has had nearly 20,000 hits to date.

In 2011, the plan is to build on the success
of the Cal the Greyhound campaign.  The
Greyhound Project welcomes your input to
help make this campaign an even bigger suc-
cess in the coming years.

By making a donation to The Greyhound
Project PSA Fund, you will be providing
much needed funds that will allow the
Project to purchase much needed commercial
time so that more people become aware of
Greyhound adoption. To donate, visit The
Greyhound Project website or send a tax-
deductible donation to The Greyhound
Project PSA Fund, PO Box 5239
Framingham, MA 01701. —Melissa Cook
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Symbol (Wise Symbol), adopted by Suzanne Griggs of Richardson, Texas. Carol Sahlfeld
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Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine
is on Facebook 

Celebrating Greyhounds Magazine now has
over 1,000 Facebook fans from at least 20
countries. The purpose of the site is to con-
nect Greyhound-admiring subscribers (and
non-subscribers) to each other and with
some of our content, including magazine
covers. Fans have been sharing their
thoughts on the magazine and photos of their
Greyhounds. Some of the comments we
receive on the site will be selected for publi-
cation in CG. To join or check it out, go to
www.facebook.com/cgmagazine. To those
who have joined — please invite others, and
keep the feedback and fan pictures coming!

Free issue of CG Magazine to
adopters of seniors, special needs
Greyhounds

Do you know someone who has adopted a
special needs Greyhound? If so, tell this
Greyhound lover that he or she is eligible to
receive one free issue of Celebrating Greyhounds
Magazine. All the adopter needs to do is send a
note to the Editor at editor@adopt-a-grey-
hound.org or CG Magazine, PO Box 120048,
Saint Paul, MN 55112. The note must
include a description of the dog’s special
need, the name of the adoption group or
other source of the dog, and the adopter’s
name and mailing address.  (The special
needs Greyhound is either at least 7 years old
at the time of adoption or one of any age who
has a special medical problem at the time of
adoption.)  There is no time limit on this
special offer.

Correction
In the Winter 2009 issue, the address for

Henry Townsend’s website devoted to images
of Greyhounds in art is picasaweb.
google.com/greyhounds.in.art/greyhounds
inart 

Moving? Need to Renew?
Don’t miss a single issue of Celebrating

Greyhounds Magazine? Please send your
renewals and address changes well in
advance to CG Magazine, PO Box 5239,
Framingham, MA 01701. Address changes
may also be sent to Betsy, our subscriptions
manager, at subscriptions@adopt-a-grey-
hound.org. Subscriptions may be renewed
online at www.adopt-a-greyhound.org/
cgmagazine.

Sabrina (Tyville Madison), adopted by Bill and Terri Royea of Waskesiu Lake, Saskatchewan.
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Queen Victoria, Prince Albert,
and their Greyhounds
By Henry Townsend

In 1838, the year the 18-year-old Victoria became Queen, her black Greyhound Nero was one of three dogs
in a painting of the Queen's favorite pets. Nero was with Hector, a Scottish Deerhound; Dash, a Spaniel; and
Lory, a parrot. Dash may well have been the most loved, for after her coronation Victoria, on arriving home

at Buckingham Palace, immediately removed her royal robes and gave Dash a bath. But Greyhounds were soon
to rise to first place. 

In October, 1839, when Victoria's future husband Albert came for a visit and to become engaged, he brought
along his Greyhound, Eos, who charmed all. Although today we might think Victorian manners were stiff, Eos was
allowed to walk around the luncheon and dinner tables, offering her paw and being rewarded with tidbits off a fork.
Presumably the Queen was amused.

The following February, Albert came to London to be married, and was preceded by Eos. Victoria and Albert
spent their honeymoon at Windsor Castle. At noon on their first day of marriage they walked out on the terrace of
the Castle with Eos.

Victoria, Princess Royal, with Eos (1841, Edwin Landseer) was commissioned by Queen Victoria and presented to Prince Albert on his birthday.
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Their daughter, also named Victoria, was
born in November 1840. Nero was high in
the Queen's affections, for he was “gentle as
a lamb” and kind to the baby, and Dash had
become jealous. Victoria's birthday present
to her husband the following August was a
painting of their eight-month-old daughter
sharing a cradle with Eos. The dog was said
to be “very friendly if there is plum-cake in
the room... keen on hunting, sleepy after it,
always proud and contemptuous of other
dogs.” 

That December, Victoria’s surprise
Christmas present to Albert was the great
painting Eos, by Sir Edwin Landseer.
Meanwhile, the Queen had begun another
breeding program, as shown in the 1841
painting Eos with Her Puppies, by George
Morley.

Victoria's Christmas present for Albert
the following year, 1842, was yet another
family portrait with Eos, now with their new
son. The painting is Victoria, with the Princess
Victoria and the Prince of Wales, by Sir Francis
Grant. Finally, in 1843, Landseer completed
another painting with Eos he had started in
1840. 

Eos was tragically shot in a hunting acci-
dent in 1842, and died in 1844. Victoria
wrote, “She had been his constant and faith-
ful companion for 10 and ½ years and she
was only 6 months old when he first had her.
She was connected with the happiest years of
his life and I cannot somehow imagine him
without her. She was such a beautiful and
sweet creature and used to play with the
Children & be so full of tricks.” Eos was
buried at Windsor, with a statue over her
grave designed in part by Albert. When he
died in 1861, a likeness of Eos was carved on
his tomb. Victoria placed the painting of Eos
in Albert's dressing room, where it remained
until after her death.

Victoria owned at least nine other
Greyhounds, including a granddaughter of
Eos, as well as others from the breeding pro-
gram. A photo album of dogs in the Royal
Kennels in 1865 has on its cover a
Greyhound named Helios. Helios is the
name of the Greek god of the sun, whose sis-
ter, Eos, is the goddess of dawn. 

Other breeds soon seem to have sup-
planted Greyhounds in Victoria’s favor, for

her last known Greyhound was gifted to her
in 1873. That Greyhound was Giddy, the
daughter of the famous Irish racer Master
McGrath. Although other breeds had always
been in the Royal Kennels, the primacy of
Greyhounds seemed to have begun to subside
after the death of Albert.

Sources
There are many biographies of Victoria,

but few even mention Greyhounds, and then
usually with only a brief reference to Eos.
Although she wrote a journal comprising
over one hundred volumes, they were heavi-
ly edited by her youngest daughter Beatrice.
Therefore this article relies on paintings, and
the photographs in Sophie Gordon, Noble
Hounds and Dear Companions, London:
Royal Collection Publications, 2007. The
paintings Eos and Victoria, Princess Royal,
with Eos may be seen in the exhibition
“Victoria and Albert: Art and Love,” at The
Queen's Gallery, Buckingham Palace, from

March 19 until October 31, 2010. All the
images here are copyright The Royal
Collection © 2010 Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth. The paintings mentioned in this
article by Sir Edwin Landseer and by Sir
Francis Grant are from the Royal Collection
of Queen Elizabeth II. ■

Henry Townsend collects and takes photographs
of Greyhounds in art as a hobby. To see more
Greyhound art images, visit picasaweb.google.
com/greyhounds.in.art/greyhoundsinart. Visit
www.royalcollection.org.uk and click on the
exhibition mentioned above to find more
Greyhound art. In addition to the images in the
article, you may see a wonderful golden banquet
centerpiece designed in part by Prince Albert and
including, to your certain surprise by now, a
model of Eos. Eos also appears on other items in
the Royal Collection such as paperweights and
inkstands.

Eos (1841, Edwin Landseer) was commissioned by Queen Victoria and presented to Prince Albert at
Christmas, 1841.
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Hero
Hound:
Bruno,
Friend
in Need
By Roz Keene

Some people say Greyhounds make good therapy dogs. Speaking from experience, I believe
they do. After losing three family members one after another (including a mother and a sis-
ter), I fell into a deep depression. I lost interest in everything.

One day, my son came to my home and said he wanted me to take a ride with him. I had no idea
my life was about to change. We drove to Friends of Greyhounds, an adoption group in South Florida.
I always had a deep love of animals, but in my depression I thought I’d lost that, too.

We were in the adoption office and out came Bruno. He acknowledged everyone, but when he came
over to me, he put his head in my lap and even kissed me. Bruno has been my shadow and best friend
ever since.

From day one he would wake me with his cold nose, pushing and giving me kisses until I got out of
bed. I believe he knew I needed him.

Bruno and I have met many wonderful people at the dog park, including his aunt. The park we visit
is frequented by many Greyhounds. To see them all running and interacting is beautiful. 

Bruno has been a blessing. I love taking care of him, too. ■

Roz Keene lives with Greyhound Bruno in Tamarac, Fla.

Bruno helped Roz pull herself out of depression.

Bruno shows the other dogs how it’s done during his regular visits to the dog park.
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Today’s
News
Story and photos by Karen Hartley

Just what, I wonder, does he smell? Argus often goes to just this spot in the yard, cranes his neck up as far as
it can go (and then from somewhere in his lanky frame pulls yet another inch upward) and sniffs. A big, full,
rich, deep breath of air. I imagine it rushing past his nostrils and gathering in his nasal cavity where it is held

hostage until his brain takes it apart and teases out today’s top news from the air molecules he has trapped.
Me, I smell the dirt Argus has just kicked up on his daily run, the spring lilacs, the hint of rain in the air. But

Argus has a sense of smell that is 10,000 to 100,000 times superior to mine. What does he detect? I look at him as
he holds this breath of air he has just taken — sampling and savoring a world I will never know — and wonder just
what his grand nose detects. I watch as he expels the air in a puff before taking in another, or, being drawn to a par-
ticularly savory scent, trots off to investigate.

I observe his wanderings around the yard: A sniff here, a sniff there, a tantalizing scent picked up and followed.
A jump up on the fence line to give a what-for to the squirrels, then back to his sleuthing of the smell — what crea-
tures have been here and where did they go — until he has surveyed the entire perimeter. When he finishes, he jogs
back over to me and looks up as if to say, “OK, we can go in now.” I reach down, hug him, and bury my nose in his
fur. This smell I know. This smell is Argus. ■

Karen Hartley lives with Argus (Carolina Tornado) in Newton, Mass.
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What does Argus smell? Hey you! Squirrels!
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What You Don’t Know
Can Hurt You
By Sally Barbour

Irecently adopted my third Greyhound, Hot Dog Kenny, from Greyhound Friends of North Carolina (GFNC)
in Oak Ridge, where I have been a volunteer for about three years. I love the breed and Greyhounds as pets,
and I am fascinated by their unique upbringing.
One recent Friday evening as Kenny and I had just come in from our evening walk, I happened to look down at

his legs and he was stretching. I noticed what looked like some swelling on his right front leg. I felt the area and sure
enough, there appeared to be a hard lump about four inches down from his elbow. My breath immediately caught in
my throat; after losing my first Greyhound to bone cancer, I began to imagine the worst. The area did not appear to
cause any pain and I had noticed no limping or licking of the area, but I was not about to take any chances. On
Saturday morning I promptly called my veterinarian we headed over for an exam.

The swelling was not terribly visible, but when you felt the right versus the left leg, the difference was obvious.
The look on my veterinarian’s face said it all. Her words, as best I recall, were “this is not normal.” She recommended
x-rays.

The abnormality was even more obvious on the x-ray. The lump appeared as an oblong area, about three inches
long. The center looked more porous than the surrounding solid, white bone. Anyone who has had the terrible expe-
rience of looking at evidence of your loyal companion’s bone being eaten by osteosarcoma knows what an abnormal

Hot Dog Kenny had a lump on his right front leg . . . was it bone cancer?
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bone x-ray looks like. The positive news:
The area was apparently not painful to
Kenny, and the veterinarian did not think
that the spot on the x-ray looked like cancer.
She mentioned the possibility of a previous
racing injury, but wanted to send the film off
for a consultation. She sent the films to
North Carolina State University’s veterinary
radiologist on Monday and told me we could
expect to hear back by the end of the week.

Kenny and I left for home and that after-
noon’s shift at the GFNC kennel. The posi-
tive news was encouraging, but I could not
help but play out the “what ifs” in my mind.
By Saturday night, I decided to try and get in
touch with Kenny’s racing owners to see if
they might be able to shed light on the issue.
Knowing a little about how Greyhounds can
move from breeder to trainer to racing ken-
nel, I knew finding someone with a mean-
ingful history might be a long shot, but I
decided to give it a try anyway. 

The e-mail contact for Kenny’s registered
owners was easy enough to find. I sent them
a brief e-mail listing his racing name, date of
birth, and tattoo numbers along with a short

explanation of the veterinary findings.
Admitting they may have had little to do
with his racing career, I just asked for infor-
mation about a possible injury if they knew
of any. Then I resigned myself to wait for the
next bit of news from either front.

On Tuesday evening, I received a very
gracious note bearing some weight-lifting
news from Kenny’s former owners. They
thanked me for adopting him and told me as
a very young puppy the leg in question had
been broken. They did not expect to be able
to race him but by the time his litter was
ready for training, the injury appeared to
have healed and he was eager to go with his
siblings. They trained and were able to race
him after all.

I left word at the veterinarian’s office the
next morning. By Thursday, the veterinary
radiologist at NCSU confirmed that we were
looking at a “non-aggressive lesion” from a
healed bone fracture.

While I obviously would have gotten this
word from the consulting veterinarian even-
tually, I was very grateful for the e-mail from
Kenny’s former owners and the information I

learned about his past from them. In addition
to the good news about the injury, I am aware
that given Kenny’s past things surely could
have turned out differently for him. A bro-
ken leg as a pup could have conceivably
shortened his days or had him looking for a
home as a puppy. (His owners said they actu-
ally had a potential home for him that fell
through before they started his training.) I
imagine the stress of racing on a healed frac-
ture could have produced a more serious rac-
ing injury. Based on what I now know about
Kenny’s past, I will certainly be more mind-
ful of issues with his right front leg, but more
than that, I have a much greater apprecia-
tion for the journey Hot Dog Kenny took to
get to retirement on my couch.

There are lots of helpful folks on the rac-
ing side of our Greyhounds’ lives, so if you
have questions it never hurts to ask. My
observation is that when they have the time
and information, they are more than willing
to share what they know. ■

Sally Barbour lives with Hot Dog Kenny in
Winston-Salem, N.C.   

  
  

Whisper, adopted by Suzanne Labbé and Roch Bernier of Granby, Quebec.
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Help! My Greyhound's
Stomach is Huge!
By Jim Bader, DVM
Photos by Merri Van Dyke

There are numerous critical emergency situations which can involve a Greyhound, A condition which can
strike at any time is bloat and gastric torsion. What is bloat and gastric torsion? How is it diagnosed and
treated? Can it be prevented? To better understand this disease, one must learn a little about anatomy

and understand predisposing factors. 
The dog’s stomach lies in the forward portion of the abdomen, usually protected by the last few ribs. The inflow

comes from the esophagus, with a valve called the cardia. The outflow is to the duodenal portion of the small intes-
tine. The valve separating the stomach from the small intestine is called the pylorus. The cardia valve is not very
strong in allowing reverse flow of food or gas, allowing vomiting or burping. The pyloric valve is a much stronger
valve. It keeps the contents in the stomach for digestion until, through chemical signals, the valve is told to let the
partially digested food leave the stomach. The stomach has no real attachments to other organs except a small lig-
ament to the liver. The spleen also has no real attachments to other organs, except again, a small ligament to the
liver. Basically, the stomach floats freely in the abdomen, like a hammock attached at both ends, with the spleen
riding the greater curvature side and willing to float wherever the hammock swings.

Havane (Oshkosh Rainbow), adopted by Manon Bégin of Gatineau, Quebec.
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In deep-chested dogs, such as
Greyhounds, the relationship between the
stomach and esophagus is different than in
other breeds of dogs, and this may decrease
the Greyhounds' ability to burp. This is very
important, especially if the Greyhound is fed
from an elevated food bowl. The previous
way of thinking was that elevating
food/water bowls decreased the chance of
bloat. In reality, elevated bowls allow the
Greyhound to ingest more air when eating
and this may contribute to expansion of the
stomach.

There are no studies stating exactly what
factors contribute to bloat and torsion, but
studies have pinpointed a few contributing
factors. There is probably a genetic base to
this condition as offspring of dogs who have
bloated or torsed have a higher incidence
than those with no family relation. Also,
males appear at greater risk than females.
Dogs fed one large meal a day, and especially
from elevated dishes, are at greater risk. And
finally, fearful dogs have a higher risk than
calmer dogs.

What is bloat and torsion and how does it
occur? First of all, all Greyhounds with tor-
sion have bloat, but not all Greyhounds with
bloat have torsion. Bloat is the rapid expan-
sion of the stomach with gases and fluid. The
stomach remains in the correct anatomical
position but is very distended. A torsed stom-
ach is not only filled with gases and fluid, but
has moved to a dangerous location. As the
stomach begins to bloat, the pyloric end of
the stomach moves from the left side of the
abdomen, towards the bottom of the
abdomen, then ends up on the right side of
the body. The spleen and the right side of the
stomach move towards the backbone, then
onto the left side of the abdomen. When this
happens, the blood vessels to multiple organs
such as the stomach, pancreas, and areas of
the small intestine are all compromised.
Blood flow slows almost to a stop. This caus-
es a collapse of the rest of the circulatory sys-
tem, leading to abnormal blood flow to the
heart, lungs, limbs, and other areas. This is
why torsion is so serious; it causes a total
breakdown in circulation leading to massive
shock and death if immediate intervention
does not occur. 

The exact causes of bloat and torsion

have not been pinpointed. The stomach
begins to fill with gas either from swallowing
air or from the fermentation of ingested food.
For some reason the Greyhound cannot
expel the gases and the stomach continues to
enlarge. The pyloric and cardia area are now
functionally closed due to the stomach’s dis-
tension. Fluid produced by fermentation, and
fluids produced by the stomach’s distension,
add to the quickly enlarging stomach. At this
point, for reasons unknown, the stomach
either begins to torse or continues to enlarge.
This is the critical point between bloat and
torsion, and it usually happens so quickly
that intervention at this time almost never
occurs. The Greyhound begins to show clin-
ical signs of abdominal distress.

The clinical signs of bloat and torsion are
the same. The only way to differentiate the
two conditions is with a radiograph. These
conditions are characterized by several signif-
icant clinical signs. First, the Greyhound is
standing hunched up, maybe trying to vomit,
but is unable. The Greyhound also may
appear very restless, unable to get comfort-
able, and may have trouble breathing.
Finally, the Greyhound’s abdomen may
appear enlarged. This occurs usually just
behind the rib cage. If you tap this area with
your thumb, it will sound like a taut balloon.

Any or all of these clinical signs mean your
Greyhound needed to be at the veterinarian’s
office five minutes ago! Do you know your
veterinarian’s daytime and nighttime emer-
gency procedures? The minutes saved could
save your Greyhound’s life.

When a Greyhound is suspected to have
torsion or bloat, a quick but thorough physi-
cal exam is performed. Quickly, a radiograph
is ordered. These must include at least a right
lateral (right side against the radiograph
plate) and perhaps a dorsal-ventral view,
with the Greyhound lying on its chest like a
lion. These views will confirm either a bloat
or torsion. The next few steps are the same
for both conditions.

The first aspect of treating both condi-
tions is to address the shock, or abnormal cir-
culation. This involves administering intra-
venous fluids given as rapidly as possible for
the first 5 to 10 minutes. This may involve
two or three intravenous catheters depend-
ing on the Greyhound’s size. Antibiotics and
pain relievers are administered. If the
Greyhound is having trouble breathing, oxy-
gen may be given too.

The next step is to decompress the stom-
ach, draining the accumulating gasses and
fluids. This will relieve the abdominal pres-
sure causing respiratory distress, and decrease  

  
   

    

The distended stomach of a dog with bloat is visible in this radiograph.
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the circulatory compromise. If a stomach
tube can be passed orally, this is ideal. In
Greyhounds with bloat, the tube should pass
easily. In Greyhounds with torsion, the tube
may not pass as the cardia may be twisted
closed. If a stomach tube cannot be passed, a
large bore needle is inserted through the

Greyhound’s abdomen into the stomach.
The gas is drained off, and hopefully, so is
some of the fluid. The heart is monitored
during the stabilization and probable surgery
to assess for abnormal rhythms due to lack of
blood flow or factors produced elsewhere in
the body which adversely affect the heart.

If the stomach is bloated, further support-
ive care is needed. If the owner elects surgery
to inspect the stomach for damage, this is the
time for that, as long as the Greyhound is sta-
ble. This may be also the time for a gas-
tropexy procedure (discussed later in the arti-
cle) to attempt to prevent a future torsion. If
the owner elects a conservative approach to
treatment, the Greyhound is monitored to
assure the stomach is returning to normal,
the shock condition is subsiding and the
Greyhound is stable. If the stomach is torsed,
the next step once the Greyhound is stable is
surgery. If surgery is not performed, then the
stomach will refill with gas and fluid, circula-
tory compromise will continue and the
Greyhound will definitely succumb to this
condition.

With surgery, a mid-line incision is made
exposing a large portion of the abdomen.
This allows visual inspection of most of the
organs. If the stomach needs be emptied fur-
ther, that is done at this time. The direction
of rotation is determined because not all
Greyhounds follow the typical pattern and,
in rare cases, the stomach may torse in the
opposite direction. The stomach and usually
the spleen are returned to normal anatomy.
Then the organs are reassessed again. There

Inserting a tube can help drain the stomach of compressing gases and fluids.

In some cases, surgery may be the only treatment for bloat and torsion.
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are times when areas of the stomach die due
to lack of blood flow. These areas are pushed
into the center of the stomach, and the
healthy edges are sutured together. The sur-
geon then performs a gastropexy.

A gastropexy is a procedure to scar the
pyloric area of the stomach to the body wall.
There are several different methods to do
this and the surgeon’s familiarity with a par-
ticular procedure determines which proce-
dure the veterinarian performs. Basically, the
pyloric end of the stomach is adhered to
either the body wall by making incisions in
each and then suturing them together to
form a scar, or a suture is passed through an
area of the stomach, then around a rib to
form a scar. Either method is very effective.
However, these procedures will not prevent
bloat, although they will prevent torsion as
long as the scar does not break for some rea-
son. Standard veterinary protocol now rec-
ommends that dogs in the high risk group
have a preventative gastropexy before an
emergency situation occurs.

Full recovery from surgery requires about
one to three days. During this time, the
health of the stomach and its return to nor-
mal function, are monitored. The heart is

monitored for any damage-causing abnormal
rhythms. Abnormal heart rhythms can occur
at any time and should be addressed. Once
the Greyhound is eating, drinking, and act-
ing normally, the surgery can be considered a
success. Studies on bloat and torsion indicate
a death rate ranging from 30 to 45 percent
even with early intervention. You must keep
your fingers crossed for a favorable outcome
during this stressful event.

Torsion and bloat is a very scary event for
the Greyhound owner and veterinarian.
Either condition can occur at anytime.

From a personal standpoint, my German
Shepherd was perfectly normal when my wife
and I left for work one morning. My wife
came home six hours later to find our dog
dead in her kennel from torsion. She was
lying in her kennel like she was sleeping. In
retrospect she did not fit any of the risk fac-
tors: She ate small meals several times a day;
her food dishes were not elevated; her her-
itage had no history of bloat and torsion; she
was not a “frightful” dog; and being female,
she had lower risk than males of experienc-
ing this condition. Our situation demon-
strates that there are factors we think con-
tribute to bloat and gastric torsion, but again

Surgery exposes the stomach and spleen, enabling the veterinarian to empty the stomach and return both organs to their normal position.

Greyhounds, or any other breed of dog, do
not always follow the norm. It’s important to
be mindful of any abnormal behavior in your
dog, especially if he or she is trying to vomit
unsuccessfully. If you have any doubts, you
are better off having a false alarm than ignor-
ing a real emergency situation. Call your vet-
erinarian immediately and remember to
check on daytime and nighttime emergency
procedures and phone numbers. The minutes
saved could make a difference in the out-
come. ■

Dr. Jim Bader is a CG regular contributor.
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Caring for Greyhounds
with Broken Legs
By Kari Swanson-Massa

An adoption group’s decision to accept a Greyhound who requires surgical repair of a broken leg should
not be taken lightly. Medical follow-up is essential to the successful outcome of any surgery. The fol-
lowing is a guide to the care of post-surgical Greyhounds with broken legs. While this article focuses

on recovery rather than the surgery, it is critical that both the surgeon and those responsible for aftercare work
closely together for a full recovery.

The Break 
When we refer to a broken leg in a Greyhound, in some cases there is not a broken bone, but rather a disloca-

tion of the hock or a fracture of one of the small bones that make up the hock. When a racing Greyhound breaks
his leg, it is almost always (95 percent of the time, in our experience) the right hind leg. 

Front leg fractures involving the radius or ulna are much less common but can occur, especially as a result of a
collision and fall during a race. These breaks are extremely painful for most dogs in the first 24 hours, but they heal
more quickly than a fracture or dislocation of the hock. Also uncommon is a tibia/fibula fracture in a hind leg. 

Gracie, adopted by Craig and Debbie Ackley.
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The Mechanics of Repair 
There is a 10-day window during which a

repair should be made. Beyond that, the
bone will start healing even if it is out of nor-
mal alignment. 

The veterinarians who are responsible for
the repair of these breaks may or may not be
orthopedic specialists. Many veterinarians
who are not orthopedic specialists are fully
qualified to accomplish these repairs. 

There are three major types of surgical
repairs for treating the most common kinds
of racing injuries. They require hardware
such as plates, pins, and screws. More com-
plicated injuries might require the use of a
figure 8 wire or a type 2 fixature. At the other
end of the spectrum are minor fractures that
require only casting and healing time. 

Stainless steel plates used with stainless
steel screws are usually 3 to 5 inches long and
are measured by the number of screw holes
on the plate (i.e., 8-hole plate, 12-hole
plate). These plates are placed directly on
the bone to enable arthrodesis, or fusing of
the joints. 

Pinning is a surgical repair using long
stainless steel rods, or pins. A hole is drilled
through the bone, and a pin is placed down
the shaft. The pin provides added strength to

the bone until the fracture site is healed. 
Screws are used to put small fracture frag-

ments back into their normal positions. Screws
are also used to secure plates to the bone. 

Figure 8 wiring is a surgical repair tech-
nique using a wire wrapped around two
screws to repair the fracture. This is done
when the break is in a bad position and a
plate cannot be used. 

A Type 2 fixature uses internal/external
screws and outside rods to stabilize the break.
The “halo” used on a human is an example of
a type 2 fixature. 

Casting, Rehabilitation, and
Follow-up 

Although great skill is required to repair
the actual break, the follow-up and aftercare
of a Greyhound with a broken leg is just as
critical. 

Due to the physiology of the Greyhound,
the size of the surgical plate, and the manip-
ulation of the skin, tendons, and bone, mod-
erate to severe swelling and edema occurs in
approximately 40 percent of the cases of sur-
gical repair. Depending upon the severity of
the swelling, the incision may break open,
exposing the plate underneath. If this occurs,
hot soaks and daily rewraps of a Robert Jones

bandage using a spoon or hard splint will be
required. 

Fortunately, not every Greyhound will
need surgical repair and some do very well
with casting or splinting only. The appropri-
ate course of treatment is determined
through examination and x-ray to see how
many of the smaller bones are displaced.
Unfortunately, surgery is not a perfect sci-
ence. Even with the best care, some repairs
will not turn out as expected and the limb
may appear crooked. In these cases, the
defects are usually only cosmetic and the dog
will have fairly good function of the leg.
Additional follow-up surgery is unnecessary. 

While recovery time depends on the
severity of the break, in most cases, full
recovery will take six months to a year. Until
then, leash walking is recommended; run-
ning off leash in the backyard is not advised. 

The Start 
In the event of swelling, the cast must be

changed frequently. The best way to monitor
the leg for swelling is to check for swollen
toes. As a result, use of a soft cast, which
leaves the toes accessible, is best. 

Unless there are medical complications
with a Greyhound’s surgery, he or she can  

  
  

Quesa, adopted by Joan Nageldinger of Rochester, N.Y.
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come home the day after the procedure.
Immediate aftercare involves administration
of antibiotics and monitoring the leg for
swelling. 

First, one must determine if the incision
on the dog’s leg is going to remain closed and
heal well without hot soaking the leg. The
leg must be unwrapped and rebandaged in
the first few days so the incision can be
checked Simple observation will reveal
whether the incision site is healthy and heal-
ing. A leg that is healing well and has a min-
imum of swelling will probably not have to
be soaked. 

At any time during the healing process, if
the toes are swollen or you detect an odor,
you must unwrap the leg. If swelling s the
incision site to open up, hot soaks should be
done daily every other day.

The Hot Soak 
Use a 1- to 1.5-gallon, heavy-duty bucket

filled with water that is very warm, but not so
hot as to scald. Add one to two teaspoons of
iodine, so the water looks like very weak tea.
Be careful not to add too much iodine, as this
will irritate the wound and slow the healing
process. 

Contrary to what you might think, scab-
bing over the wound is not the desired out-
come. The appearance of granulation tissue
is.  Granulation tissue is pale pink in color,
and has the appearance of bumps, or gran-
ules, in the flesh. Good granulation tissue
will have the appearance of dark raw chick-
en meat rather than raw beef. 

Using a large, clean rag, soak the dog’s leg
for 10 to 15 minutes. When the rag has
cooled, warm it in the bucket of water and
place it back on the leg. After placing the
wet rag onto the leg, wrap a plasticized potty
pad or bag around it to retain the heat.
Repeat as necessary to provide optimum heat
and soak time. If swelling is present, you may
want to massage the leg — very gently — in
an upward motion. This will help move the
fluid that has pooled in the toes up the leg
and help minimize additional swelling. (Be
aware that fluid leakage from around the
wound opening is common.) If you are deal-
ing with an open wound, such as exposure of
the plate, not only is the hot soak method
recommended, it is essential for healing.  

Depending on the swelling and the size of
the wound opening, hot soaks should be
done every day to every other day. Once you
get a feel for the wound, you will know how
often it should be done.

Keep your area and supplies clean and
sanitized by using a 10% solution of bleach
(1 part bleach to 10 parts water) on the
buckets, rags, and pads.

The Wrap 
With practice, wrapping broken legs is

easy and requires only a few supplies. Before
attempting to wrap a leg for the first time,
seek guidance from someone more experi-
enced, as a poorly wrapped leg can slow heal-
ing time or result in more serious complica-
tions.

The bandaging technique described here
is called the Robert Jones bandage. It con-
sists of a splint (approximately 6 to 8 inches
long) with padding, rolled gauze, and an
outer wrap.  

First, you need to pad the cast. First-aid
cotton, available in one-pound rolls, is most
commonly used. You can also use leftover cot-
ton batting from sewing projects. The latter
can be washed with bleach and reused. We
have also had luck with cotton batting that is
used in horse wraps. In addition, you will
need rolled 4-inch gauze and a top wrap, such
as self-clinging bandaging tape or an Ace®-
type bandage. For a Greyhound who needs
daily or twice daily soaks, Ace® bandages are
best since they can be reused (self-clinging
bandaging tape cannot). The end of the wrap
can be secured with a loop of duct tape. 

The hardware of the Robert Jones band-
aging system is a spoon splint supplied by
your veterinarian or long plastic shaft that
supplies the support to this splint. We have
had dogs chew or break this spoon splint and
we’ve had to resort to making splints from 2”
PVC pipe, which can be split into thirds to
make the proper radius. Be sure to grind
rough edges and use ample padding. 

After the leg is soaked and dried, you are
ready to wrap. Lay the dog on his side on a
sofa or raised dog bed. The more comfortable
he is, the less he will squirm. It helps to have
an extra person present to distract the dog.

If there is an open wound, use a coverlet
or Telfa pad. One of the best coverlets or

wound dressings that we have found is a san-
itary napkin, which is perfect for this pur-
pose. They are clean, dry, individually
wrapped, very absorbent, and rarely stick to
the wound.

If the wound is healing well and there is no
dead tissue, apply a triple antibiotic ointment
such as Neosporin®. As an alternative, you
may choose to use a mastitis cream such as
AmoxiMast®, which you can buy at a farm-
supply store. A mastitis cream is usually more
liquid than a triple antibiotic ointment and
can be more easily introduced into the wound
area and under healing tissue as needed.

If the wound has dead (black) tissue or
ragged edges, apply a necrotic treatment such
as Granulex®, Trypzyme®-V, or Metazyme™.
These necrotic sprays that “eat” dead skin
cells. Necrotic sprays or ointments are partic-
ularly useful early in the wound-care process
if swelling has broken open the incision.
When the healthy pink granulation tissue
comes in and the wound has clean edges, dis-
continue use of the necrotic spray and switch
to antibiotic cream or ointment. 

EMT® gel is not recommended for large
wounds, as it causes the skin to heal too
quickly, before granulation tissue has formed.
In addition, do not use ointments or creams
that contain cortisone, such as hydrocorti-
sone or Panalog®. Cortisone inhibits the heal-
ing process. Also never hydrogen peroxide on
an open wound, as it damages living cells.

If there is an open wound, first apply to
the incision the appropriate ointment or
spray, then the sanitary napkin or first-aid
cotton. Then wrap the leg with as many lay-
ers as needed to achieve a uniform thickness
of one inch. Finish with a layer of rolled
gauze. Wrap using even pressure and be sure
no areas are too loose or, more important, too
tight. Cast padding and gauze should extend
past the dog’s heel by 2 to 4 inches if you are
wrapping a rear hock. Leave the toes exposed
so you can monitor swelling. 

Next is splint placement and final wrap of
Ace® bandage or self-clinging bandage. It is
critical that this final wrap not be too tight.
A too-tight wrap can cause severe swelling
and damage to the circulation of the foot,
toes, or leg. 

Using a firm grip, pull out approximately
6 inches of bandage and place it on the rolled
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gauze. Make one pass around the leg before
adding the splint. Place the splint on the
back of the hock, extending one inch past
the toes. Many splints have a rounded edge,
and this should be placed at the bottom,
nearest the toes. 

Now start wrapping the self-clinging
bandage, pulling another 6 inches out as you
proceed. Stretch the wrap slightly while
working your way around the leg. One to two
layers of bandage should be enough. Make
sure there are no tight areas that will rub
against the skin and possibly impede circula-
tion. Self-clinging bandage has self-tighten-
ing property that can be wonderful yet
potentially dangerous. 

Allow your dog to get up and walk. If he
normally has been placing his weight on the
injured leg or foot, he should be doing so
now. If you have a successful wrap, you
should hear a click of the splint on the floor
when the dog walks on it. Over the next
hour, make sure there is no swelling in the
toes. The dog should be comfortable and not
pick at the wrap. If you should see additional

swelling within the first few hours, unwrap
and rewrap the outer layer of the bandage. 

Have no fear. This may sound very com-
plicated, but with a few wraps under your
belt, it will become much easier and you will
get a feel for the proper wrapping procedure. 

Complications 
In addition to swelling, potential compli-

cations include infection and  loss of skin. If
the dog chews on the cast, use a racing or
kennel muzzle with a stool guard. If a stool
guard is unavailable, use duct tape to wrap
the front of the muzzle. (Don’t worry; the
Greyhound will still be able to drink from a
bucket of water). An Elizabethan collar (also
known as a cone) doesn’t work well on
Greyhounds due to their narrow heads, and
it just frustrates them.

If your Greyhound does not want to use
his leg, physical therapy will have to be start-
ed after approximately six weeks. 

If the incision is not healing, consult a
veterinarian. The wound should be improv-
ing; if not every day, then in a three-day

span. Plateaus are common in the healing
process. Just keep at it and be patient. 

Pay attention to your dog and his reac-
tion to the bandage. If it has been a few days
since his last bandage change and he starts to
pester the leg, he is probably uncomfortable.
Remove the bandage, hot soak the leg, and
rewrap it. 

Swelling, especially downward swelling,
is common in Greyhounds. Downward
swelling occurs when fluid pools at a point
lower than the wound. For example, we had
a Greyhound who had knee surgery, and
swelling occurred in his foot. Although ice
packs are recommended occasionally for
swelling in the first 48 hours for the incision
site, hot soaks and massage are recommend-
ed for this kind of off-site swelling. 

Occasionally, a sequestrum (bone chip)
will migrate and come out of an open wound.
Don’t worry — these chips are “spare parts”
and can be removed.

Buried stitches irritate the wound and can
be removed if they are not holding good skin
or flesh together. Your Greyhound will be

Greyhounds don’t care for Elizabethan collars. Minnie, adopted by Gary and Cindy Victor of Woodbury, Minn.
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incredibly co-operative with you as you poke
and prod. A painful Greyhound is sometimes
a sign that there is something wrong.
Observation is the key to proper healing. 

A foul odor coming from the bandage or
the wound is always a warning sign. A sour or
putrid smell coming from the cast is a sign of
infection. Hot soak the leg until the smell is
no longer present. If it persists despite clean-
ing, consult with your veterinarian.

Rehabilitation 
Physical therapy should not begin until

the incision has healed, normally about six
weeks after the surgery. There are a few grad-
uated methods of rehabilitation that can be
used with Greyhounds, and most tolerate
them well. Before attempting physical thera-
py techniques other than slow walking, it is
strongly recommended that you work with
someone more experienced so you do not
inadvertently hurt your dog. 

Slow walking is a low impact method of
therapy and just as it sounds, it is simply
slowly walking the Greyhound for approxi-
mately 15 minutes. Walk at a snail’s pace.
The very slow pace will encourage the dog to
place more weight on the injured leg.  

While you and your Greyhound are
watching TV together, try the raise-and-hold
method of physical therapy.  Sit in a chair,
and while your dog stands in front of you,
simply support his chest and raise his weight
off the floor. Initially, he will respond by put-
ting all his weight on one back foot.
Eventually, this will encourage him to put
weight on the injured leg. This therapy
should be done in graduated time intervals
starting with just a few minutes and extend-
ing to several minutes, depending on your
dog’s level of tolerance. 

“Wheelbarrowing” uses the above tech-
nique but involves pushing the dog back-

wards while holding his weight in the front
quarters. 

Both of these techniques are only effec-
tive when used on Greyhounds who have
rear broken legs. 

Down the Road 
Although many of the devices or hard-

ware used for the initial repair can remain in
the leg indefinitely, stainless steel hardware
can and will eventually be rejected and like-
ly will need to be removed. This hardware
should not be removed for at least six months
to allow for complete healing. Signs of plate,
pin, or screw rejection include:
• Nonhealing wound at the surgery site,
especially after initial healing has
occurred 

• Severe limping not responding to physical
therapy 

• Black areas or blood blisters under the
skin 

Fable, adopted by Laurie Palmeira and Michael Tabory of Milton, N.H.



Reassurance

I tell our Greyhound,

“Never mind the rain,”

and she doesn’t.

“Never mind the thunder,”

but she whimpers, curled,

at the foot of the bed.

It almost never thunders

in the high plains,

so she’s not used to it.

When the sky breaks again

I sit beside her, saying,

“You’re a good dog,

it will be all right,”

stroking her head, gently,

but she still whimpers.

— Arthur Winfield Knight

• Swelling or skin hot to the touch 
• Fever or lethargy 
• Suddenly favoring or not using the leg 
If these symptoms appear, consult your vet-
erinarian. 

Working with Your Veterinarian
It is very important to have a good work-

ing relationship with your veterinarian. A
veterinarian who works with adoption
groups will make sure the group has medica-
tions on hand and will work with you — in
many cases over the phone — instead of
telling you to bring the dog to the clinic
when issues arise. You may already have some
medical knowledge if you’ve been dealing
with Greyhounds in an adoption setting and
in some cases can handle small complica-
tions on your own. 

Costs for the initial surgery as well as
aftercare are considerable. But you might
find that some veterinarians will work with
your adoption group at a discounted rate. 

When our veterinarian was presented
with our first case of a central tarsal fracture
in 1994, it took many weeks of begging on
our part before a surgery was ever considered,
since he had no experience with such
injuries. This dog had an old break that had

already healed badly and needed surgical
intervention. We eventually found a veteri-
narian who had treated many racing dogs,
and was able to repair this break. She was
gracious enough to supply pre- and post-sur-
gical x-rays and share her knowledge on the
techniques of the surgery with our veterinar-
ian. In the end, we all benefitted: Not only
did Dolly got the surgery she needed, we
found a veterinarian with an interest in help-
ing Greyhounds with broken legs. 

Adoption Group Responsibility 
We have an arrangement with our veteri-

narian to provide care and follow-up treat-
ment for injured dogs. Our veterinarian tries
to keep the costs low, and a new adoptive
family has the assurance that in the event of
complications, help will be provided.
Complications after initial healing time are
rare, but long-term commitment is critical. ■

Kari Swanson-Massa volunteers Midwest
Greyhound Adoption, located in the greater
Chicago area. She has had 15 years of experi-
ence managing Greyhound injuries, post-surgical
care, complications, and rehabilitation.
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Jackson (Pas Scanlon), adopted by Heidi Peditto and John Gilley of Sellersville, Pa.
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Just a plain red brindle bitch, Buzz Off was born January 15, 1984. She was one of
a litter of four pups whelped by Benatar who had been bred to Kunta Kinte. There
were two males, Back Pay and Ben Kinte, and another female, Bless It. They were

bred and owned by E.L. and R.G. Beckner. Buzz Off was later owned by Dorothy L. and
Ronald G. Beckner, so she evidently stayed in the family all her life. Kunta Kinte was
a prime stud and is in the Hall of Fame. He was inducted in 1991 along with Marathon
Hound. Buzz Off was inducted in 1998.

Buzz Off never raced; her contributions to Greyhound racing were as a dam. Bred
eleven times, she produced 79 offspring which literally saved the farm for Dorothy and
Ronald G. Beckner. She was bred to an assortment of studs including Perceive and
Dutch Bahama, both Hall of Famers themselves. She was the first bitch to have her
direct offspring earn in excess of one million dollars. At the time she was born, the
Beckners were in financial straits, and the outstanding pups that Buzz Off produced

were lifesavers for them. Some of these
pups would become famous in their own
right.

For example, two of Buzz Off’s pups,
Blendway and Bartie, had combined earn-
ings in excess of $500,000. They were
sired by Perceive. In 1989, Bartie came in
first and Blendway took second at the
Derby Lane Gold Trophy Juvenile Stakes
as well as the Juvenile Stake at Raynham.
Bartie would go on to have an outstanding
year, winning the Tampa Inaugural and
running second in the Wonderland Derby.
He also did very well in several other
stakes races.

Blendway's great year came in 1990
when he was named an All-American and
set a 5/16th track record at The
Woodlands. He won the Coors Superstar
Invitational at Multnomah, the Sunflower
Stake and People's Stake at the
Woodlands, and was a finalist at the
Kansas Shoot Out at Wichita Greyhound
Park in Kansas. He would also sire the
exceptional running dog Great Son, who
won the Hollywood Classic.

Other outstanding pups that Buzz Off
produced included the All-World title
hound Buzz Around, who was sired by
Dutch Bahama. In 1992, he and his litter-
mates earned in excess of $350,000.
Another great pup was Bestive, dam of
All-American Willow Run Becky, a litter-
mate of Blendway and Bartie.

Buzz Off, when bred to Bara Ray, pro-
duced Bara Buzz who was another top
racer. Bara Buzz went on to sire Be
Limited who won the Kansas Bred Derby
while her littermates placed second and
fourth in the same race.

Buzz Off was a stay-at-home mom who
excelled at her work. ■

Laurel E. Drew is a CG regular contributor.

Hall of Fame:
Buzz Off, Mom
By Laurel E. Drew

Buzz Off was a champion mom. Greyhound Hall of Fame
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Another New England Track
Closing: Déjà Vu All Over Again?
By Kim Reese and Emma Palmacci

On December 26, 2009, Greyhound racing in New England came to a screeching halt with the final race
at Raynham-Taunton Greyhound Park in Raynham, Massachusetts. After three tracks in New
Hampshire succumbed to financial insolvency and malfeasance in recent years, the bankruptcy filing of

Twin River Greyhound Park in Rhode Island a few months earlier, and the closing of Wonderland Park on
Boston’s North Shore in October, Raynham was the last track operating in New England.

In May 2005, Connecticut Greyhound Adoption/GPA (CGA) was directly involved in the closing of Plainfield
Greyhound Park in Plainfield, Connecticut (“Closing Plainfield: The Experience of Connecticut Greyhound
Adoption/GPA, Spring 2006 CG). With local Massachusetts groups already filled to capacity, CGA was called upon
to assist with the closing of Raynham. Few groups have had this extraordinary and taxing experience of closing mul-
tiple tracks.

The state had a rich racing tradition stretching back to 1935, but on November 4, 2008, Greyhound racing was
voted out of existence in Massachusetts. Voters approved Ballot Question #3 and the referendum made betting on
Greyhound racing illegal in the state. A long and contentious legal battle ensued to save the jobs and livelihood of
kennel operators, trainers and kennel hands. Approximately 900 racing Greyhounds also needed to find new “jobs”

Starz Flare, who raced at Raynham, faced unemployment after the track’s closing.  Deb Sutfin
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as a result of this legislative action.
In anticipation of the closing, racing

owners began moving some of their dogs to
other tracks in November and December.
Adoption group volunteers, led by CGA,
began profiling, cat testing, and photograph-
ing potential retirees in early December.
Each weekend, as more dogs who would be
retiring were identified, more were profiled
and photographed.

Raynham’s management agreed to allow
the dogs to stay in the kennel compound for
up to two months so that arrangements could
be made to move them to other tracks or to
adoption groups. They offered the use of one
kennel building to hold those awaiting adop-
tion, and the cost of electricity and heat
would be covered. Dog food and kennel help
were not provided, nor were funds offered to
cover veterinary care.

Linda Jensen, a long-time advocate for
retired racing Greyhounds and President of
Racing Owners Assisting Racers (ROAR),
was asked by the track management to set up
the temporary adoption kennel and arrange
for the retirees to move to adoption groups.
The kennel was equipped to hold 100 dogs
and, beginning on December 28, kennel
operators began signing their dogs over to
the care of Jensen.

The transition was swift and orderly,
albeit heart-wrenching. People whose entire
lives had been centered around their hounds,
and who now faced a bleak future them-
selves, brought their dogs to the adoption
kennel with tears in their eyes. They
thanked the volunteers to whom they were
entrusting their hounds’ futures, and left
with heavy hearts.

The dogs were in excellent condition and

obviously well cared for, but they were clear-
ly confused and stressed that their familiar
surroundings, their routine, and the people
who had cared for and loved them were gone. 

A steady stream of dogs transitioned
smoothly through the adoption kennel and
were moved out in record time, thanks to the
extraordinary efforts of Jensen, the kennel
workers, and the adoption community. By
the end of January, just under 200 hounds
made their way to Greyhound groups along
the Eastern Seaboard and Canada. The other
dogs continued racing at other tracks, moved
to farms, or were returned to their owners.

So was it déjà vu all over again from the
Plainfield closing? In some ways it was, but in
many ways the Raynham closing was
markedly different.

The most obvious difference was that
there was little to no notice of Plainfield’s

Starz Flare, accompanied by fellow Raynham retiree Pal’s Juliette, anticipates the next stage in her career.  Deb Sutfin
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imminent closure and, therefore, little time
to organize for the massive effort of closing a
low-end track. Although legal battles con-
tinued into November, Raynham’s closure
came as no surprise. Still, efforts to prepare
for the closure were late in materializing, in
part because many felt there would be some
reprieve given the current economic climate
and the loss of jobs that would result. No
reprieve came.

Unlike Plainfield, however, the lead time
allowed CGA and ROAR to get a head start
on closure preparations. A great deal of orga-
nizational work was completed prior to the
last day of racing on December 26. Through
December and the holidays, volunteers were
steadfast in their determination to make sure
each dog was profiled, photographed, logged
in a spreadsheet, and uploaded onto a public
website. Over 100 dogs were catalogued in
this manner before the end of December.
When racing ended, another 100 dogs
became available for adoption when options
at other tracks dried up. 

Because Plainfield was a low-end track,
many more dogs were moved to adoption
groups and also adopted directly after that
track’s closing; far fewer were able to contin-
ue their racing careers elsewhere. Raynham’s
racers had many more options. When cou-
pled with Massachusetts’ solid record of
Greyhound adoption, the perception was that
all the dogs had places to go and no help was
needed. This perception certainly made the
job much, much more difficult to accomplish.

Ultimately, nearly 200 of the Raynham
dogs moved to adoption but most moved on
to other tracks — primarily to Florida. 

After initial reports that the dogs had to
be moved within two weeks, Plainfield’s
management agreed to house, feed, and pro-
vide kennel help until the dogs were placed,
within reason. This time around, Raynham’s
management allowed short-term use of a
kennel, but did not provide food or kennel
help. The costs associated with the feeding,
care, and vetting of 200 dogs for up to two
months is substantial. Groups mustered the
resources to ensure the dogs were fed, and
ROAR hired and paid for the critical kennel
help. This was no small feat.

Perhaps one of the most surprising aspects
of the Raynham closure was the lack of

media coverage. Despite the protracted legal
battle, the loss of jobs, and the predicted
impact on the local economy, the media paid
little attention. National organizations did
not issue press releases, and it took grass roots
efforts from local adoption groups to obtain
any media coverage at all.

Although CGA and ROAR repeatedly
contacted media outlets in the months lead-
ing up to the closure, the media did not pick
up the story until mid-January, when the
website of adoptable dogs was made avail-
able. Suddenly the dogs had faces, names,
and personalities, and literally breathed life
into the story. Once the media took an inter-
est, community support and adoption appli-
cations swelled. The coverage also dispelled
the earlier, inaccurate reports that all of the
dogs had secured placements.

Likewise, national organizations did not
step up to assist with the closing as they did
with Plainfield. One might speculate that

this was because there were other closings
taking place and another New England track
closure was deemed routine. Perhaps it was
because this time there was no widely circu-
lated e-mail speculating that dogs would die;
maybe our adoption community has become
jaded and unless histrionics are involved
there is no response. Whatever the case,
assistance was not forthcoming as it had been
previously.

Beyond the donation of travel collars and
tags from the American Greyhound Council,
there were no donations of money or goods
to assist in the efforts to place the dogs. In
very tight economic times, local and region-
al groups stepped up to the plate. Keystone
Greyhounds secured a very large donation of
dog food and paid for its transport.
Greyhound Rescue and Rehab also pur-
chased food for the dogs. Individuals spent
hundreds of dollars of personal funds to pur-
chase supplies for the dogs, pay for fuel for

Starz Flare, now named Shiloh, found a new home with Deb and Ron Sutfin. Deb Sutfin
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transport, and do whatever needed to be
done for the dogs. If not for the funding pro-
vided by ROAR to pay for kennel help, the
situation would have been very dire indeed.

A few things remained constant in both
closings. It was apparent that kennel owners,
trainers, and the people who work with the
hounds on a daily basis truly wanted what
was best for their dogs. They care deeply for
their hounds and it shows. They did whatev-
er they could to assist in getting the dogs pro-
filed, photographed, vetted, and ready for
adoption, even while live racing and the
daily kennel routine continued.

Once again, Greyhound adoption groups
came together and helped in whatever ways
they could. GPA/Massachusetts helped with
profiling and provided a tremendous amount
of transport. A Keystone Greyhounds volun-
teer helped at the kennel and with transport.
Folks from The Greyhound Project made
sure dogs got to and from their vet appoint-
ments. CGA volunteers profiled and pho-
tographed the dogs and hosted the available
dogs website, which proved to be a tremen-

dous asset. They also set up the adoption
kennel and assisted with transport. 

Adoption kennel workers Sarah Arena,
Heidi Klehm Doherty, Amanda Campos,
Richard Hatch, III, and Mario
Saltalamacchia worked tirelessly to care for
the dogs’ daily needs and made sure they
were happy and healthy.

Most monumental efforts depend on a
handful of hardworking individuals doing
the day-to-day “heavy lifting.” This effort
was no different. Everyone from CGA
Connecticut Greyhound Adoption is to be
commended for their Herculean efforts and
the countless hours spent at the track and
working behind the scenes. Volunteers from
GPA/Massachusetts spent innumerable
hours assisting as well.

With both the Plainfield and Raynham
closings, Linda Jensen was the person with
whom the buck stopped. She coordinated
everything from flea and tick medication to
transport schedules, made sure the dogs had
what they needed when they needed it, and
did everything possible to ease their transi-

tion. The adoption community owes her a
debt of gratitude for all she has done and
continues to do to quietly get the job done,
no matter how big it may be.

Most importantly, groups took dogs and
found them wonderful homes. We can never
lose sight of that. ■

Kim Reese is currently the Co-President of
Keystone Greyhounds. She served as President
of Connecticut Greyhound Adoption during the
Plainfield Greyhound Park closing in 2005. She
resides in Hummelstown, Pa. with her wonder-
ful hound, Chester, and Massachusetts retirees
Stretch, Hugo and Cocoa. They peacefully
coexist with kitties Macaroni and Diamond.

Emma Palmacci is the current President of
Connecticut Greyhound Adoption. She joined
the group to volunteer with the Plainfield closing
in 2005. She lives in Willington, Conn. with her
husband Shawn, their Plainfield retired racer,
Berkeley, and two bossy broods, Ivy and Princess. 

Cara, adopted by Mike and Joanne Bast of Edgewater, Md.
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The Closing of Phoenix
Greyhound Park
By Kari Morrison Young

On the night of December 19, 2009 I stood at the finish line with tears running down my face as I wit-
nessed a sight I never thought I’d see. The final race was being run at Phoenix Greyhound Park (PGP).
When we left for the evening we went out through the dog truck parking lot shaking hands and shar-

ing hugs with people I knew I may never see again.
This story actually started in October when I had a call from Dan Luciano, general manager at PGP asking if I

could stop by the office on Friday. 
Arizona Adopt-A-Greyhound Inc. (AAGI) has partnered with PGP for almost 20 years and part of our adoption

process was an educational tour of the facility every Friday evening to help potential adopters learn about racing
Greyhounds. We also do all of our adoptions on Friday. Because of that, I usually spend my Fridays around our adop-
tion center, so it was unusual for me to be summoned to the racing office.

So it was with fingers crossed that I stepped into Dan’s office where one look at his face told me why I was there.
My only question was when. Let’s face it, we all knew that the small crowds and the ever-diminishing purses were
making racing at Phoenix a tough reality.

Phoenix Greyhound Park ceased live racing on December 19, 2009. By early April, 35 retired racers displaced by the closing remained with
Arizona Adopt-A-Greyhound and were looking for homes. 
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Phoenix Greyhound Park has long been a
model for how a race track should interact
with adoption agencies. Everyone at PGP
was an adoption advocate and they support-
ed our efforts in multiple ways, including a
monetary grant through the Phoenix Racing
Foundation. Greyhound racing in Phoenix
was a year-round activity and most of the
kennel owner/operators lived here. There
were a number of family operations that had
been racing dogs in Phoenix for multiple
generations. The approach to the closing was
done with all of those factors in considera-
tion.

By making the announcement in October
for a December 19 closing date they gave the
kennel operators and local adoption groups
time to adjust, make plans, and move forward
without all of the panic that often surrounds
racetrack closings. And they assured me all
dogs would be cared for.

My first act after I caught my breath was
to move on two fronts. First and foremost was

coordinating with the racing kennels to be
sure no dog was left behind, and secondly,
reassuring our volunteers and adoptive fami-
lies that we had no plans to close AAGI
completely.

We put a notice in each of the kennel
purse checks and called everyone to assure
them we would take all the dogs, and asking
them to help us by keeping us aware of the
number they would have and by letting us
bring them into the program in an orderly
fashion. Bill, my husband and our kennel
manager, got really tired of hearing me
repeatedly ask, How many from this one? How
many from that one? 

Our kennel had for many years been
located at one of the racing kennel facilities.
We were in a separate building but the racing
kennel staff provided care at our kennel
along with their own. We were very fortu-
nate to be able to expand from our 40-dog
capacity to whatever we would need, even
on a temporary basis. And our wonderful vet-

erinarian was also willing to accommodate
additional dogs for spay/neuter and vaccina-
tions.

Through November things didn’t change
much. We brought in additional dogs that
were already waiting for adoption, but most
of the racing kennels were still sorting out
what they were going to do, where they were
going to go, and which dogs would stay or go.
These were the people my heart ached for.
Many of the kennels in Phoenix were oper-
ated by people who had raced dogs their
entire life and who knew nothing else. To
watch them lose family businesses and make
plans to move to other facilities was wrench-
ing.

Just when we thought we had a handle on
things I received an early morning call the
Friday after Thanksgiving. The state racing
commission had been called to a rural kennel
about 30 miles outside of Phoenix where the
owner was not properly feeding or caring for
the dogs. There were 27 dogs. Sadly, two of

April, adopted by Richard Fuisz of Bethlehem, Pa.
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them had to be euthanized. The rest were
divided between AAGI and GPA/Arizona.
The dogs were severely underweight and
completely tick-infested and, of course,
threw a major monkey wrench into both
organizations’ plans to focus on the track’s
closing.

Our primary objective was to get the dogs
relocated before the media seized upon this
kennel closing as an example of the cruelty
of the racing industry. We saw this situation
as the result of one bad individual who had
stopped racing and had temporarily slid
under the radar of the racing commission.
When the regulators were notified they took
swift action, including pursuing prosecution
of the individual once the dogs were secured.
We wanted to steer clear of that sort of neg-
ative publicity.

This incident gave us 14 unplanned for
dogs and until December I was in constant
communication with Linda Nelson of
GPA/Arizona about how many dogs were left

and which ones each organization would be
able to take. Some of the kennels that would
be maintaining their Phoenix property were
able to give us until January to bring in the
last of the dogs.

As 2009 turned to 2010, we had 115 dogs
in the program and the goal of getting all the
dogs from the kennels as Phoenix closed had
been accomplished. It was very much a group
effort and we were grateful for the relation-
ships we had built over the years. I was sad-
dened as kennel operators started bringing us
broods and a couple of studs. I knew those
dogs would be more difficult placements but
it never crossed my mind not to take them
and it hurt to know people were giving up
their livelihood.

The local media gave us some great cov-
erage in early January that resulted in us
placing 57 Greyhounds in homes, a record
month for our program. We continued to
bring in more dogs so we didn’t make a lot of
headway, but it was wonderful to have that

many go out. As of April 1, we have 35
Phoenix dogs still in the program and every
confidence that we will be placing those
soon.

At this writing, we do not know if racing
will return to Phoenix. The state legislators
are considering a bill that would allow slot
machine and other gaming at the racetracks,
letting Arizona take full advantage of the
racino model from other states. We live in
limbo until we are told that is no longer a
possibility.

Arizona Adopt-A-Greyhound will con-
tinue with our 20-year mission of finding
homes for racing Greyhounds. We will just
have to work out the logistics of being a
smaller program with less access to
Greyhounds, and that makes me sad. ■

Kari Morrison Young is director of Arizona
Adopt-a-Greyhound, Inc.

Crystal and Cowboy, adopted by Gregg and Jean Davis of Port Charlotte, Fla. Deanna Davis
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Running Out of Dogs: The
Closing of Dairyland Greyhound Park
By Ellen Paulus

Nothing puts a Greyhound adoption organization in a tail spin more than the announcement of a track
closing. That kind of information can bring about a myriad of emotions, fears, and anxiety, not to men-
tion endless questions and loads of additional work. So when it was announced in November 2009 that

Dairyland Greyhound Park would close at the end of the year, Greyhound Pets of America/Wisconsin’s volun-
teers went through several stages of discovery and preparation as we anticipated the hundreds of dogs that would
need our help finding homes once Greyhound racing ceased to exist in Wisconsin.

Some of our senior members had been through track closings before: Geneva Lakes in 2005, St. Croix Meadows
in 2001, Wisconsin Dells in 1996, and Fox Valley before that. Being seasoned veterans, we knew that no matter how
much you plan for something, invariably, your plan will have to be edited and revised. Not much about a closing is
under our control, so we knew we would have to adapt and be flexible to changing factors as things progress.

Still, as a fairly large adoption group, with a considerable base of dedicated and loyal volunteers, we started
preparing everyone for the closing to the best of our ability. We prepared lists of supplies we might need, tasks to be
completed, names of volunteers willing to help, ways to organize and implement strategies, and how to transport
dogs and inspire people to accomplish our goals. What were our goals? First and foremost, to move as many dogs out

GPA/Wisconsin volunteers accompany new retirees from Dairyland Greyhound Park as they wait to be photographed for the Adoptables webpage. Kay Manion
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of Dairyland as possible, to do so in an effi-
cient and effective manner, and to spread the
word that help would be needed across the
region to get the job done.

However, in the age of immediate com-
munication, not only through internet and
e-mail, but now through texting, instant
messaging, Facebook, and Twitter, informa-
tion travels across the country and around
the globe literally in seconds. This phenom-
enon might sound like a good thing if you
can control the information, but what is
written in cyberspace is rarely controllable.
Such was the case with information about
the Dairyland closing. We found this out
firsthand when a fictitious e-mail saying 900
Greyhounds would be euthanized if they did
not find homes by the end of the year began
circulating.

What followed can only be described as a
firestorm of media and public outcry from
concerned citizens and rescue groups across
the country. We literally received hundreds
of inquires through our website and voice-
mail systems asking what was going on, and
how people could help. While we appreciat-
ed the concern, trying to dispel the rumors
about all the dogs being put to sleep became
a full-time job for nearly an entire week.

Local groups tried to get the word out
that the information was not true, and we
were working as hard as we could to make
sure as many Greyhounds went into adoption
as possible. It was a surprise to many of us
that things could get out of hand so quickly.
Dairyland's Adoption Center received over
300 messages in one day and had to access
the messages from another location because
the system was so overloaded. It was one of
the wildest, most frustrating situations I have
ever been part of, and I assume that may be
true for some of the other adoption groups in
our area as well.

Someone once told me that sometimes
you have to have some bad press to generate
some good press. While that seemed coun-
terproductive at the time, in hindsight, it
may have had some truth. With all the pub-
lic outcry and media attention came a surge
in applications we have never experienced
before, not even with the other track clos-
ings. As an adoption group, this can be a
curse and a blessing. At time of year when we

would normally be working a dozen or so
applications, we were receiving ten to 15
applications each week. Dairyland's
Adoption Center was experiencing the same
thing, and their small staff was overwhelmed
trying to keep up. A few of the regional adop-
tion groups offered to help and we assisted
the track with processing hundreds of appli-
cations. At peak, GPA/Wisconsin had over
120 applications in process.

Other regional groups were managing
similar situations. With this kind of publici-
ty, there are many people who apply out of
sympathy, hoping to save a dog's life. Many
have not done much research on the breed
and though their intentions are good, it can
create a great deal of extra work for volun-
teers who spend additional time educating

people on the uniqueness of Greyhounds and
what an ideal home situation would provide.

We contacted groups across the Midwest
to see if they could help and how many dogs
they might be able to take. The response was
outstanding. Collectively, more than 200
Greyhounds were moved into adoption prior
to the close. These dogs went not only to
local groups, but throughout the region to
adoption organizations in Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Indiana,
Ohio, and even Pennsylvania. Effectively, all
the pet dogs were moved from Dairyland well
before the December closing date.

In the weeks that led up to the closing,
only a handful of dogs trickled out of the
facility as they graded off, or were injured.
The rest of the hounds needed to stay to fill

    
    

  

SB Kiowa Star raced at Dairyland and was adopted by Scott and Kay Manion of Wilmette, Ill. Kay Manion
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the race cards to the end of the year. This
presented a new and uncharted problem –
not enough Greyhounds to fill applications!
With the anticipated close and the remaining
dogs needing to go into adoption after
December 31, we were reluctant to prema-
turely bring dogs in from other locations. We
communicated to our applicants that there
may be a slow down around the holidays, but
once the track officially closed, we would have
plenty of dogs to fill the demand, and things
would pick up considerably. Surely hundreds
of Greyhounds would need homes in January,
and until then, we would continue operations
with a "business as usual" attitude. 

As the closing drew closer, information
started to surface that many of the trainers
and their Greyhounds would continue racing
by relocating to other tracks, primarily in
Florida. The numbers of dogs being offered
up for adoption was starting to look substan-
tially lower than what had been projected. It
became clear that there would not be hun-
dreds of dogs needing homes. In fact, the
final number would probably be less than 200
dogs. For some organizations that still might
seem like a large number, but for the groups
in the Midwest who were geared up for
potentially more than 500 dogs, the smaller
number came as quite a shock. How would

we fill all those applications we had pending?
How would the hauls that had been pre-
arranged to take dogs to other states be filled?
The situation became a problem that really
no one could have anticipated.

As we neared the end, lists of dogs that
would be available were gathered and dogs
were assigned to different groups. Long dis-
tance hauls throughout the region were post-
poned or canceled. Discussions started
among the senior members of our group
about what we would do next. No one could
quite believe that we would actually have a
shortage of dogs. When I communicated this
to the directors of other adoption organiza-
tions, the sound of people falling off their
chairs was almost audible. But it was true; we
had nearly 90 applications approved at the
end of December, and it turned out we would
likely have access to only about 20 or so
Greyhounds after the closing.

Given that many Greyhounds and train-
ers were packing up and moving their entire
kennels to Florida, we made the unprece-
dented decision to utilize that situation to
our best advantage. Haulers were coming to
Dairyland on January 1 to take dogs back to
Florida. On the way here, their trucks and
trailers were empty. With a few phone calls
and a couple good connections, we arranged
to bring 12 Greyhounds from Orlando up
with a hauler coming to Dairyland.

As we watched the last groups of dogs
come around the track at Dairyland
Greyhound Park on the final night of racing,
New Year's Eve, we reminisced about the end
of an era with friends, adoption associates,
track management, and kennel operators.  It
was a night of many emotions and as that
chapter came to a close, our first haul of
Florida dogs was enroute to Wisconsin. At
9:30 a.m. on January 1 — less than 10 hours
after Dairyland's official closing — 12 bouncy
Orlando pups arrived safe and sound to begin
their quest for new homes here in Wisconsin.
Perhaps it was a bit of a surprise to them, get-
ting loaded into the trailer in Florida at 50
degrees, and arriving here on one of the cold-
est days of the year, but they seemed to take it
in stride. They were transported by our vol-
unteers to one of our partner kennels and
began their new retirement careers.

GPA/WI volunteer Doug Gregory outfitted his shuttle bus to accommodate crates and hounds. Here, daugh-
ter Laura helps load the dogs into the crates. Ellen Paulus
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We kept the arrival of this first haul quiet,
since it seemed like a crazy idea to bring dogs
in from across the country in the midst of the
closing. With all the media hype and con-
cerned adopters who wanted to help
Dairyland dogs, we did not want to squelch

the enthusiasm of our volunteers or people
wanting to adopt a Greyhound by letting
them think there was less need. I received
phone calls and e-mails from other groups
and chapters of GPA asking me if it was true
that we were going to be short on dogs, and

if we had really brought dogs in from Florida
the day after the close. "Yes," I informed
them. That certainly was true. What an
unbelievable turn of events.

As trainers and hounds continued to
depart from our now-closed race track, about

On December 5, Doug Gregory’s bus left Dairyland with dogs bound for GPA/Indianapolis. Ellen Paulus

CDN Thunder Kat, now Thunder, came to GPA/Wisconsin from Dairyland on November 27. He now lives with the Hull family of Madison, Wis.
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ten more Dairyland dogs came into our program for adoption. In all,
GPA/Wisconsin received about 70 of the Dairyland Greyhounds. We could
have taken many more had they been available. Since the first load of Orlando
dogs, we have received Greyhounds from out of state nearly every weekend to
help fill our applications. So far we have received dogs from Sarasota, Daytona,
Jefferson County, Oklahoma, and Alabama. Not having enough dogs during a
track closing seems surreal, but it was a reality for GPA/Wisconsin. No one
could have anticipated that situation.

The silver lining is we now have the ability to help other groups that have
excess pet Greyhounds. To date, our volunteers are still working roughly 60
applications. Though the numbers have slowed a bit, we hope to continue rid-
ing the wave of interest in Greyhound adoption for as long as possible. More
hauls of dogs are scheduled to arrive in Wisconsin in the weeks ahead. ■

Ellen Paulus is the President of GPA/Wisconsin and has been an active member of that
group for 14 years. She lives north of Milwaukee with her husband Bob and their three
Greyhounds, McGrady, Quaker, and Sugar.

On January 16, GPA/Wisconsin received a haul of 29 dogs from Daytona, Fla. to help meet the demand generated by the Dairyland closing. The dogs went to
five adoption groups.

Emerald Sugar, one of the Dairyland retirees at 1 year of age, found
a home with Ellen Paulus and her family. Ellen Paulus
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Track Closings: A View
from “Below”
By Ann Bollens
Photos by Skip Bollens

Will signs like these soon be a thing of the past? The sign at the entrance to Pensacola Greyhound Park.

Once it was possible to look upon a track closing as a remote event that involved a lot of work on the
part of a lot of people in a lot of adoption groups in that region. When the final Greyhound at the clos-
ing track moved on to an adoption group the job was done. We could all heave a huge sigh of relief and

return to our normal adoption lives. Recent events, however, have shown this view to be fiction. The recent
track closings in the United States haven’t just affected adoption volunteers in Wisconsin, Massachusetts,
Arizona, and surrounding states. When a Greyhound racetrack closes, there are consequences for Greyhounds
throughout the entire United States.  

Simply put, when a track closes, the owner of a successful racer at that facility (a dog who who is not yet ready
to end his or her career) will most likely decide to send his dog to another track to race. The owner finds a trainer
at another track willing to take that dog into his kennel, and sends the Greyhound to that track. To make room at
the receiving kennel for the new dog, another racer must leave. That racer will be one of the slower dogs at the ken-
nel. If he is able to move to another facility, it will be an even less competitive track, at which he will displace yet
another, less successful racer. This simple trickledown effect can be confusing. To understand its full impact, you
need a basic understanding of Greyhound racing in this country.

According to the Greyhound Racing Association of America (www.gra-america.org), a Greyhound track is a
corporate entity. The track conducts pari-mutual wagering on state licensed premises. While owners and partners in
the corporation are not prohibited from owning a Greyhound, the corporation itself does not own the racing
Greyhounds who live and race on its premises any more than the owner of a baseball stadium owns the teams that
play there. The owner of the racing dog is the person who either bred or purchased the Greyhound and selected the



racing kennel or trainer booked at the track
where their Greyhound will run. A racing
kennel signs a contract with the track agree-
ing to provide a certain number of dogs who
will race on that track. The trainer is respon-
sible for the care and training of the individ-
ual dogs in the kennel and may or may not be
the actual kennel owner.  

Greyhound tracks can be roughly divided
into three categories: upper, middle and
lower. The categories are based on the size of
the purse, which is the money paid to the top
performing dogs in each race. A high-end
track with have a larger purse and thus will
attract faster Greyhounds. The most compet-
itive dogs will race where their winnings will
be the highest. Lower and middle end tracks
tend to have slower dogs: Dogs who are mov-
ing down from the high-end tracks, who
never made it to the high-end tracks, or who
are pups just breaking in to the racing world.
A Greyhound runs at the track level and
grade where it is competitive. The relation-
ships between racing dogs and levels of com-
petition are not unlike those of human ath-
letes and their teams.  Many ball players go
to training camps. Some will go on to the
minor leagues, and a stellar few will become
major league starters. The majors are the
high-end tracks, the minors are the middle
tracks and the training camps are the low-
end tracks.

Consider Really Fast Greyhound, who
is racing at one of the top tracks in the
nation. When that track closes, Really Fast
has options. She may go on to race at the sec-
ond-ranked major league track, she may
return to her owner, or she may be placed
into an adoption program. Most likely, espe-
cially if Really Fast is a young dog, she will
move to another kennel at another track to
continue her racing career. In order for there
to be room for her in that kennel, the train-
er will most likely move Sorta Fast
Greyhound out of there. Sorta Fast will move
down to the minors or to a lower grade track.
Sorta Fast Greyhound will be quite competi-
tive at his new track, where he replaces
Slower Greyhound. Slower goes on to a
lower grade track where she is quite compet-
itive and Slowest Greyhound now has a
problem. For Slowest the options narrow to
owner return or adoption — there are no

more leagues in which he can successfully
compete. Multiply the number of Really Fast
and Sorta Fast Greyhounds moving on to
other tracks by hundreds, and the trickle-
down effect of a track closing becomes clear.

Now consider that the state of Florida
has more Greyhound tracks than all the rest
of the racing states combined. It therefore
stands to reason that sooner or later many of
the dogs displaced from the closing tracks
will wind up in Florida. It also stands to rea-
son that because there will be a higher per-
centage of low-end tracks in Florida than in

other states simply because there are more
tracks in Florida than anywhere else. Down
here, Slowest Greyhound is replaced by
Slower Greyhound on an all-too-regular
basis. For many years, adoption groups at
Florida’s low-end tracks have been fighting a
neverending battle to get as many
Greyhounds into adoption programs as possi-
ble. 

While permanent racetrack closings are
major disruptions, there are other types of
closings that result in significant displace-
ments of Greyhounds. With seasonal race-
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Saying goodbye is never easy, even when you know that a special dog has a pet home awaiting him. Helen
Viles, Tuskawilla Kennel, Pensacola Greyhound Park.
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track closings — say, in Florida at the end of
the tourist season — a facility will close to
live racing for several months each year.
Seasonal closings produce the same effect as
permanent closings, though they are on a
smaller scale and somewhat predictable.
There are also kennel closings, where a con-
tract kennel ceases to operate at a given

track. Again, depending upon their compet-
itiveness, some of these Greyhounds may
find other places to race; some will not.
Finally, there are the dogs on the Greyhound
farms, ready to begin their racing careers.
Farms that close can leave these bright-eyed
youngsters with few job options.

The large number of Greyhounds dis-

placed by closings at all of these levels has
led many Florida Greyhound adoption
groups to become “hauling” groups. Rather
than placing Greyhounds in adoptive homes,
they concentrate on moving Greyhounds to
adoption groups in non-racing states. This
makes sense when you consider that Florida
has far more Greyhounds needing homes
than potential homes for them. Superficially,
the most obvious and immediate effect of a
track closing is on those hauling groups.
Hauling groups depend on a constant
demand for Greyhound pets from adoption
groups in non-racing states. When a track
closes, adoption groups in non-racing states
typically turn their focus to the closing track
in the effort to move all of the displaced
Greyhounds into adoption. As a result, their
demand for dogs from the hauling groups
slows or stops, at least for a while. The num-
ber of Greyhounds moving from low-end
tracks into adoption programs slows, too.
Thus the first and most immediate trickle-
down effect of a track closing is a widening
pool of adoptable Greyhounds at the low-end
tracks. 

Timing matters, though. For Pensacola
and Ebro, two of Florida’s low-end tracks,
early 2010 could not have been a better time
for an influx of Greyhounds. While many
Florida tracks braced for an incoming tide of
dogs following the 2009 closings of Raynham

Hauler John Holman enters the kennel compound at Pensacola. He’s here to pick up 47 dogs headed for a group of adoption groups calling themselves 
the Northern Consortium.

Danny Viles from the Tuskawilla Kennel and John Holman load the dogs into the trailer for their trip north. 



and Dairyland, Pensacola and Ebro were
both at the end of their seasons. Trainers
were looking for new dogs to make their ken-
nels competitive. Almost all the pet dogs
from the beginning of the season closing —
and in Pensacola’s case almost all the dogs
from a kennel closing — had been placed in
local pet homes or hauled to adoption groups
in non-racing states. Amazingly, while the
professionals were looking for new dogs to fill
their kennel rosters, the adoption groups
serving Pensacola and Ebro were as close as it
gets in the Florida panhandle to needing to
get more dogs.

Ebro received an influx of dogs from
Dairyland and Raynham. Dogs who had
come directly from those tracks to Ebro to
continue to race. Pensacola and Ebro
received dogs from other Florida tracks, ones
who had been replaced in their racing ken-
nels by the faster dogs from the higher-rated
tracks. No one knows exactly how many dogs
from the track closings actually came direct-
ly to Ebro, as no one keeps those statistics.
However, the racing histories of some of the
dogs entering the adoption programs are
telling. 

Some Greyhounds run their entire career
at one track. Others move more often than
the traveling gnome. Carter, Katty, and
Manny, dogs currently in the GPA/Emerald
Coast adoption program, all arrived at Ebro
following the track closings in the north.
Carter was easy to track. He ran at Dairyland
until it closed, then raced at Ebro, and then
retired. Katty ran at Dubuque, Southland,
Gulf, and then Ebro. Although she never ran
at one of the closing tracks, the timing of her
move to Ebro — February 2010 — suggests
that she might have been caught in the trick-
ledown. Manny’s arrival at Ebro from Orange
Park, also in February 2010, suggests that he
might have been a trickledown dog, too.

In the short term, the situation at the low-
end tracks is gloomy. But we are entering a
new era of Greyhound adoption, one full of
possibilities for the future. The smaller num-
ber of tracks has created an increased demand
for pet Greyhounds from Florida. For the first
time, GPA/Emerald Coast is actually able to
help Greyhounds from other tracks and areas
as established adoption groups in the north
find themselves in the unprecedented posi-

tion of being without regional Greyhounds to
place. As a result, an ever-increasing number
of Florida Greyhounds are either returning or
emigrating north. These dogs are finding
enthusiastic groups, long experienced in plac-
ing retired racers, to welcome them with
open arms.

As more Greyhounds move from racing
to non-racing states, as internet communica-
tion grows, and as Greyhound gatherings
proliferate, relationships are forged between
individuals and groups. The Greyhound
adoption world is growing smaller but we are
increasingly aware of the problems faced by
groups in all regions of the United States.
Where once we were concerned about the
Greyhounds at “our” track, in our state, or in
our region the focus of concern has shifted to
include the entire Greyhound community.
There are still problems and concerns, but
together we can and are making a difference. 

Want to help make a difference in the

lives of retired racing Greyhounds? Please
consider volunteering for the Greyhound
adoption group nearest you. If you don’t have
the time or are otherwise unable to volun-
teer, please consider making a donation to
the group of your choice. Greyhound adop-
tion is expensive work and there always
seems to be a senior or special needs
Greyhound waiting in the wings for someone
to step forward and extend that helping
hand. ■

Ann Bollens is a Greyhound adoption volunteer
who works with Pensacola and Ebro, two low-
end tracks in the Florida Panhandle. She notes:
Over the years, I have learned that low-end
tracks do not automatically mean low-end care.
Low-end tracks have smaller purses, but just as
in the major and minor leagues of baseball, there
are people who do the best they can for their ath-
letes, regardless of the competitive ranking of
their playing field. 
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With a hauler full of 47 dogs, John Holman steers the truck north. This haul included the first of the dogs
from the Dairyland closing who relocated to Ebro, then retired. At this writing, all but a handful of the 47
dogs have been placed into adoptive homes by their new groups.



A
D
O
PT

IO
N
S

cgmagazine 41

Rev, Whisper, and Bonanza. George Giunta Jr.

When 2010 began, the number of tracks racing Greyhounds was nine fewer than at the beginning of
2009. This drop constituted a reduction of almost one-third of the number of Greyhound tracks in
the United States. At present, only 23 Greyhound tracks remain in operation. Florida, with 13

tracks, has more active racetracks than the rest of the nation combined.
In Florida, many tracks continue to feature live Greyhound racing because it is a requirement; they must do so

in order to offer other, more lucrative activities. In 2009, legislation was introduced to allow Florida tracks to dis-
continue live racing and still maintain their simulcast operations and poker rooms. Although that bill failed to get
out of committee, it became apparent to the Florida House and Senate that an end to the live racing requirement
was supported by several of the Florida tracks. Many feel that the Florida legislature is likely to have an opportuni-
ty to consider this issue again in 2010; this time, it may pass as a consolation to the tracks for other pro-parimutuel
bills that have failed (allowing tracks to have the full use of slot machines, for example).

Anticipating the Storm: 
The United Pathfinder Project
By Dennis Tyler



No one knows whether a similar bill will
be introduced in 2010. If it does, and if the
move to end live racing as a requirement to
maintain simulcasting and poker room activ-
ities is successful, there could be as many as
five or six Florida tracks discontinuing live
racing in 2010. If it doesn’t happen in 2010,
it could happen in 2011.

Unlike some of the other track closings in
2010, the tracks in Florida that would close
are lower-end tracks to which every other
track in the country typically sends their less-
competitive Greyhounds. For example, when
Dairyland Greyhound Park closed, more
than two-thirds of their racers went on to
compete at other tracks. Very few of the
Greyhounds racing at low-end tracks in
Florida will be able to go on to race else-
where; most other tracks would be a step or
two up from their current level of competi-
tion.

How many Greyhounds would be looking
for pet homes if Florida passes legislation
allowing racetracks to discontinue live rac-
ing? Each track holds between 500 and 1,000
Greyhounds in their kennels. If five or six
tracks opt to end live racing, we could be
faced with the simultaneous retirement of
well over 3,000 Greyhounds.I refer to this
scenario as a Greyhound tsunami. A second
wave could even precede the first.

Greyhounds come to the racetrack at 15
to 18 months of age. There are well over
20,000 Greyhounds currently on farms, wait-
ing to race. Although they range in age from
newborn pups to Greyhounds 15 to 18
months old, they will be ready to come to the
track to race at a rate of about 1,000 per
month. With the track closings of 2009,
there are already almost one-third fewer
tracks at which these hounds could begin a
racing career. Owners are already experienc-
ing difficulty placing their Greyhounds at
tracks.

There will be, no doubt, some Greyhound
owners will stop paying their boarding fees,
thus creating difficulties for the farmers who
care for their pups, and for the pups them-
selves.

With the help of the National
Greyhound Association, the adoption com-
munity can be alerted to and enlisted to

assist in these situations. Being aware of the
big picture can help us prepare for solutions.
Greyhound Pets of America has introduced
the United Pathfinder Project to help the
many Greyhounds who could be in jeopardy.
The Project urges all Greyhound adoption
groups to unite and get ready for the huge
wave of Greyhounds that may be upon us
soon.

What can the adoption groups in the
U.S. and Canada do to prepare for such an
event?
• Inform your membership of the possibili-
ty of a massive layoff of racing
Greyhounds within the next year or two,
and rally them to get as many people to
commit to fostering one Greyhound.

• Contact local veterinarians. Inform them
of the possibility of this mass layoff and ask
for their support in spaying and neutering
these dogs. If local veterinarians are willing
to spay and neuter the Greyhounds, the
time needed for Greyhounds to exit
Florida will be shortened.

• Contact local boarding kennels patron-
ized by your adopters. See if they would
be willing to donate housing for one or
more Greyhounds for this one-time dis-
placement.

• Plan fundraising efforts to swing into
place when this event becomes immi-
nent. This will help your local group pay
for veterinary services and may even help
pay some of the transport costs incurred
with this mass exodus.
I am sure we all thought Greyhound rac-

ing would not be closing down as quickly as
it is. If we take action early to prepare for the
coming storm, we can make a difference for a
large number of Greyhounds who would oth-
erwise face an uncertain future. ■

Dennis Tyler is President of GPA/Central
Florida and a member of the United Pathfinder
Project Committee.
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Oliver, fostered by Judy Greenfield and Will Mahoney of Denver, Colo.
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Your Greyhound — Coming
Soon to a Screen Near You?
By Mardy Fones

If a picture is worth a thousand words, then a good video of your Greyhound doing something unique is price-
less. The emergence of online video sites such as YouTube and Vimeo has thrown open a window into the
lives of Greyhounds and the things they do to endear themselves to their people. 
It’s the beauty of the World Wide Web where video, shot on everything from an iPhone to a hand-held video

camera, can garner you and your hound fame and adoration. So far, no one’s figured out how to make a fortune at
it, but just give them time. Greyhound people are like that.

Buddy and Betty, adopted by Tim and Janet Turner of Portland, Ore. Tim Turner
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Rethinking the Academy Awards
The brief appearance of a pair of hounds

(of the AKC variety) in the 2007 film Charlie
Wilson’s War (“Greyhounds Go Hollywood:
The Dogs of Charlie Wilson’s War,” Spring
2008 CG) was a nod in the right direction of
Greyhound cinema. Likewise, the hound
that made a cameo appearance in the 2003
film Calendar Girls was a notable addition to
the breed’s film library.

These pale by comparison with the
YouTube epic Greyhound Home Alone
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=KlA4bonXsIs).
It’s logged more than 44,500 viewings and
answers the question: How do those paw
prints get on the counter? Then there’s the
live-action category, “Greyhound – Specky
Goes Surfing!” with more than 19,000 views
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zviQY3WGC
4). Watch this one enough and you begin to
wonder if this dog has ADHD or an Olympic
skater’s prowess for managing dizziness.  Lilli
the Greyhound goes Nuts! (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Q4ddUETEWs8&feature=fvw),
with more than 212,000 views, is another
spin fest. Someone needs to take this girl to
a fenced ball field before she runs into her-
self!

In the too-relaxed-to-be-believed catego-
ry, Blaze — Are You Dead? (http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=5zeTsLc9PgU), with
more than 22,000 views, demonstrates a
Greyhound’s aptitude for zoning out. Also in
the relaxation category are Greyhound
Moments with 118,000 views
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=GkmOabBtC0
o) and Greyhound Beauty at the Beach with
109,078 views (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=tTViPkJ1TiM). These are lengthy
slide shows set to new-age music. Despite its
low “ratings” (just over 1,100 views), Dog
Licking Ice Cubes (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=BfkWNrFXzYw) is the consum-
mate demonstration of a Greyhound’s ability
to get what it wants with as little effort as
possible.

Lights! Camera! Action!
Are you interested in putting your

Greyhounds on line? Even Cecil B. DeMille
had to start somewhere. Plan, as best you
can, for good lighting, a clean background,
and sound containment. Then remember
these tips; even if your hound’s Best Actor
performance is spontaneous, they’ll lead to a
better result.

Keep Your Camera Handy
Don’t you hate it when your hound does

star-quality rooing and your video camera is
in the other room? Anticipate your hound’s
Oscar-worthy antics and have your camera in
hand when he’s most likely to do his stuff.

Patience is a Virtue
A Greyhound may be fast, but that does-

n’t mean he’s going to quickly cooperate
with the camera or replicate some wildly
photogenic activity. Be prepared to wait for
the star moments and to use a lot of memory
doing it.

Seek Stillness
The best footage can be ruined by camera

motion, so work on keeping the camera level
and even. Or consider investing in a tripod
and then practice your panning technique.

Be the Dog
Give the viewer a hound’s eye view by

shooting at his level. That may mean scoot-
ing around on the patio or just shooting from
the floor so the viewer sees the world from
your hound’s level. 

Vance, adopted by Muriel Cunningham and Matt Gohr of Kenosha, Wisc.
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Watch the Light
Spontaneity and improvisation notwith-

standing, shooting into the sun or in deep
shadows or dark rooms can diminish the
impact of your footage. What’s the point if
the viewer can’t see what you saw?

Sounds Good 
If sound is integral, keep it clean. Shut off

the television and radio while you’re shoot-
ing. Shoo non-participants (both people and
animals) out of the room and tape up your
hound’s tags to keep noise down. That way,
the viewer can focus on the action.

Music, it’s said, soothes the savage beast.
Even so, choose carefully. Laying down a track
of inappropriate, obnoxious, or insipid music
is the fastest way to get your video shut down.

Size Matters
Video for the web is highly compressed so

that the largest number of people will be able
to play it. That compression also affects qual-
ity. But if you send or post a file that’s too
large, viewers won’t wait for it to download.

Practice, Practice, Practice
Yes, it’s boring but true. Practice makes

perfect. Spend time shooting your hound
doing his thing. Do it in different situations
and under different lighting. Look for unique
angles, but keep the background simple.

Experiment; you’ll be surprised how much better your footage looks.
For more tips on shooting video for the Web and information on video-for-the-Web tech-

nology, visit these sites.
www.creativepro.com/article/web-tips-shooting-video-for-the-web
www.life123.com/hobbies/photography/digital-camcorder/tips-for-shooting-web-

videos.p2.shtml
www.youtube.com/t/yt_handbook_produce
A quick how-to guide specifically for YouTube.
www.youtube.com/videotoolbox
Tutorials to give you a leg up on editing, audio, and camera techniques. Check out the funky

1950s take on uploading.
www.familyvideos.co.uk/FilmingYourPets.html
Excellent range of how-to information for the beginner.  ■

Mardy Fones is a volunteer for GPA/Nashville.

Zuyder, adopted by Patti Tanzi of Staten Island, N.Y.

Charlie, adopted by Karen and Desi Marcelynas of Danbury, Conn.
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Check out this selection of Greyhound videos, then start planning your hound’s movie debut.
Hungry One Day Old Greyhound Puppies

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J8RAmPz78k
Who can pass up puppies, complete with squeaky puppy feeding noises? A+

Tofu’s eye
www.vimeo.com/3427570
Tight close-up of a Greyhound’s eye — while we watch them, they watch us watching them. Think about it. B

Greyhound exercise
www.ireport.com/docs/DOC-409518?hpt=Sbin
The lengths to which Greyhound people will go to entertain their hounds and themselves in inclement weather are infinite. A+

Belle and the Remote Controlled Car
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvMYDEMOvhk&NR=1
Okay, this could be construed as animal torture, but it’s a good way to help your hound get his aerobic miles. B

Greyhound - Specky Goes Surfing!
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zviQY3WGC4 
They named this poor guy Specky and he’s trying to tell them his name is Spin. C

Amazing Jumping Greyhound
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JsBF-waTUdI&NR=1&feature=fvwp
As long as this dog doesn’t attempt this trick when the pool is full, everything should be okay. C

Greyhounds Sing
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TpMxW-6nBeY
This pack demonstrates the many and diverse schools of rooing. B

Goofy Greyhound
www.youtube.com/watch?v=a0AuLQy1Qq8
If roaching were an Olympic event, this hound would have the gold medal and a callus on her back. B

My Greyhound Goes Up the Stairs Backwards
www.youtube.com/watch?v=04w4xaQpdMs
Herb clearly has something in mind with this move. It’s just hard to know what. B-

Greyhound vs. Giant Stuffed Bunny
www.youtube.com/watch?v=HU-SAq5YVLE
Yes, even Greyhounds have fantasy lives, and this proves it. C

Greyhound of Egypt
www.youtube.com/watch?v=oTR67eNE5Zs
Another talking Greyhound, this time expounding on Egyptian gods, including Anubis, who was depicted as a Greyhound. B

Lola’s Toys
www.vimeo.com/4070926
Best use of music. Forget the basket. Lola has other ideas. B

Greyhound - How does he work this?
www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XOzwxeOEKw
Those who say their homes are too small for a Greyhound need to see this video. Nice cat cameos. A

Two-Legged Greyhound
www.stupidvideos.com/video/animals/Two_Legged_Greyhound/#241275
This one is a tribute to the fortitude and courage of the Greyhound. A+

Bugs Bunny – The Grey Hounded Hare
www.jogyjogy.com/watch.php?id=19bb6%5C
There’s plenty to offend the most tenderhearted of viewers here, but come on. It’s a classic Looney Tunes cartoon from 1948
(before the era of political correctness), complete with Mel Blanc doing the voices. Bugs Bunny falls in love with the mechanical
rabbit at a racetrack and triumphs over those fierce, aggressive racing dogs in his pursuit of her. That’s all, folks! B

Mardy Fones is a volunteer for GPA/Nashville.

Greyhound Videos Reviewed
By Mardy Fones
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Sunday, June 27
15th Birthday Bash
Pups Without Partners
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Osbornedale State Park
Derby, Conn.
Picnic, vendors, costume contest, activities for
kids, raffles, silent auction.
Contact: Penny Zwart, (203) 933-3607
or info@pupswithoutpartners.org

Saturday, July 10
Keystone Volunteers “Hang Out”
Keystone Greyhounds
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Mt. Laurel Community Park
1175 Piketown Road
Harrisburg, Pa.
Very informal event for anyone who would like to
know more about volunteering for Keystone; also
volunteer recognition. Come hang out with your
Greyhound(s) and your picnic blanket. Lunch
will be served. Contacts: Kathy Campbell,
shenango72@aol.com,
or Rose Stover, (717) 939-0015.

Thursday through Sunday, July 29-
August 1
The Grapehound Wine Tour/New York
6:00-8:00 p.m. Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. Friday through Sunday
New York-based Greyhound adoption groups
Watkins Glen, NY-area wineries Wine tasting,
vendors, music, and fantastic waterfalls.
Contact: Larry B, (717) 669-8723
or Grapehound@Gmail.com;
www.Grapehounds.com

Saturday, June 12
GPA/Greater Northwest Picnic
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Kootenai County Fairgrounds
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
Join us for a picnic, live and silent auctions,
vendors, hot dogs, hamburgers, and all the
fixin’s for free. Race your dog against a radar
gun. Reservations available for campsites at the
fairgrounds. This is a Greyhounds only event.
Contact: Martha Frohboese, (208) 772-3149 or
(208) 651-0739, gryhnd5@peoplepc.com.

Sunday, June 13
19th Annual Reunion/Picnic/Fundraiser
Operation Greyhound
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
273 Chicory Lane
El Cajon, Calif.
Put on your sneakers, grab your sunshades,
chair and Greyhound(s) and come and mingle
with old and new friends. Bid on silent and live
auction items. Contests, nail clipping booth,
shopping, music and more. Ticket includes
lunch. Register online or call for an invitation
by mail. Contact: Bob and Bruna Palmatier,
(619) 588-6611; www.operationgreyhound.com

Saturday, June 19
Summer Blast
Monica’s Heart Greyhound Adoption
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
American Legion Park
Hollidaysburg, Pa.
Lots of fun for hounds and humans. Games,
food, vendors, auctions. Contacts: Kay
McNelis, (814) 942-3145 or
houndmom@atlanticbb.net; Peg O’Brien,
(814) 943-1475 or obie77@verizon.net

Saturday, June 26
Greyfest—Unleashed!
GPA/Minnesota
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
King’s Ranch
17151 Baugh Street NW
Ramsey, Minn.
Contact: Michael Horrigan, (763) 785-4000 or
mjhorrigan@gmail.com 

YOU’RE INVITED

Friday through Sunday, July 30-
August 1
Summer GCA Specialty
Greyhound Club of America
Ryon Park
Lompoc, Calif.
The GCA offers both an obedience trial and a
rally trial along with their specialty shows. All
Greyhounds welcome. Some special trophies
will be awarded for ILP dogs, which are usually
ex-racers. Come show us what adopted dogs
can do in the performance events! Sighthound
specialties on Friday include breed, obedience,
junior handling, and rally. Saturday features
lure coursing for Greyhounds and the Lompoc
all-breed dog shows. Entries close three weeks
before the show. Contact for premium list:  Jack
Bradshaw Dog Show Superintendents, PO Box
227303, Los Angeles, Calif. 90022-0718;
(323) 727-0136 phone or (323) 727-2949 fax;
mail@bradshaw.com

Sunday, September 12
Annual Reunion Picnic
GPA/Indianapolis
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Marion County Fairgrounds
7300 Troy Avenue
Indianapolis, Ind.
Picnic features silent auction, straw draw, ven-
dors, games, contests. Guest speaker Pre-regis-
tration $5/person, $10/person day of event. Hot
catered lunch available $7/person, $5 per child
under age 12. Nail trims $5/dog. Dr. Guillermo
Couto’s presentation on Greyhound health and
wellness begins at 1:00 p.m.
Contact: Sharon Murphy, (317) 839-6436;
Sharon_Murphy@gpaindy.org

Saturday, September 18
12th Annual Reunion
Lake Erie Greyhound Rescue, Inc.
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Western Reserve Harley-Davidson
8567 Tyler Blvd.
Mentor, Ohio
Contact: Sally Hennessey, (440) 466-1347 or
greyhound@ncweb.com
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Sunday, September 19
GPA/Nashville Picnic
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Large Events Pavilion
Centennial Park
Nashville, Tenn.
Potluck lunch, games, live and silent auctions.
Contact: Jan Bornstein, (615) 269-4088 or
janbornstein@aol.com; www.gpanashville.org

Sunday, September 19
Annual Fall Picnic
Greyhound Friends of New Jersey
11:00 a.m to 3:00 p.m.
Duke Island Park
Old York Road
Bridgewater, N.J.
A special day to celebrate Greyhounds.
Greyhound owners can bring their dogs to
spend the day, enjoy each other, buy something
new from the many vendors, and have some-
thing to eat . . . all to benefit GFNJ in its quest
to save more Greyhounds. Contact: Patty
Comerford, patty.comerford@yahoo.com;
www.greyhoundfriendsnj.org.

Sunday, September 19
Greyhound Connection North County San
Diego Annual Reunion & Picnic
10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. food served
Felicita Park Area 4
Escondido, Calif.
In conjunction with the International Fiesta de
los Galgos on September 19, celebrating
Greyhounds, Galgos, and sighthounds world-
wide, we invite you to join us in this fun day of
events for our annual fundraiser. Live and silent
auction, raffles, vendors, nail trimming, games
for hounds, and many more surprises. We
accept your gently used collars, coats and leash-
es for donation. Don’t forget your checkbooks!
Contact: Telma Shaw or Wally Lacey, (619)
286-4739; www.greyhoundconnection.org

Saturday, September 25
COGR Reunion Picnic
Central Ohio Greyhound Rescue
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
BRAG Agility Center
810 Distribution Drive
Columbus, Ohio
Vendors, silent and Chinese auctions, lunch
available. 9,000 sq. ft. indoor facility.
Contact: Barb Fields, (614) 239-0943 or
cogr@wowway.com

Sunday, September 26
GCMO Annual Reunion
Greyhound Companions of Missouri
Noon to 4:00 p.m.
Sylvan Springs Park/Jefferson Barracks
Ordnance Shelter
St. Louis, Mo.
Food, silent auction items, raffle baskets, 50/50
drawing, Straws 4 Paws game and merchandise.
Greyhounds only, please. Contact: Patty Luter,
(314) 277-0551; luterville@charter.net

Saturday, October 23
16th Annual Gala Greyhound Gathering
GPA/Wisconsin
10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Waukesha County Expo Center Arena
1000 Northview Road
Waukesha, Wisc.
This annual fundraiser is one you don’t want
to miss. Bring your hound for a fun-filled day
of raffles, auctions, vendors, games, and other
great activities. Contact: Ellen Paulus,
pauprint@sbc.global.net;
www.gpawisconsin.org

Saturday, October 23
8th Annual Reunion/Fundraiser
Greyhound Lifesavers
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Judy Horton’s home
213 Meetze Avenue
Lexington, S.C.
Join us for hot dogs and hamburgers, fun and
games for humans and hounds, and the best
silent auction ever. This is our biggest fundrais-
er of the year. Contact: Judy Horton, (803)
957-3866, jhorton8@sc.rr.com; Joyce Jackson,
(803) 429-4209, jjacwcola@bellsouth.net

Saturday, September 18
Greyhound Gallivantasia
GREYlong
10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Kill Creek Beach Park
DeSoto, Kan.
A wonderfully fun time for dogs and their own-
ers. Marvelous venue includes lake, sandy
beach, and walking trails. Enjoy your
Greyhound’s antics as they dive in the lake.
Food is potluck, with silent auctions and dog
collars for sale. Proceeds fund canine cancer
studies administered by Morris Animal
Foundation. Contact: Lori Haberman-Wilson,
(913) 851-4382 or greylong3@yahoo.com

Saturday, September 18
Roofest
GPA/Greater Northwest
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Frontier Park
21800 Meridian S. 
Graham, Wash.
This free event will include raffles, vendors, live
and silent auctions, food, doggy games, and
available dos. Come spend a day in the park with
your dog(s). Camping available for a nominal
fee. Contact: Julie Van Sickle, (253) 927-5043
or julies_kids@yahoo.com

Saturday, September 18
Annual High Desert Greyhound Fiesta
Reunion Picnic
GPA/New Mexico Greyhound Connection
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Home of Jerry and Candy Beck
Los Lunas, N.M.
Bring your Greyhounds and join us in the beau-
tiful Rio Grande Valley for an old-fashioned
fiesta picnic. Hamburgers, hot dogs, sodas and
water provided. Fun includes vendors, games
and raffle. Special Memorial Bell Ceremony to
celebrate the hounds we have loved and lost.
Come join the fun! Contact: Candy Beck,
(505) 573-6305 or exracindogs@q.com

YOU’RE INVITED
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Saturday, October 23
Greyhound Day at Eastern New Mexico
University
Portales, N.M.
11:30 a.m. Gather at ENMU Campus Building
for reception with ENMU’s Greyhound mas-
cots, Vic and Tory.
1:30 p.m.  Caravan to Greyhound Stadium for
the football game against Abilene Christian.
This is a day to celebrate Greyhound adoption.
Greyhounds are welcome at the football game
and will be introduced over the public address
system during the game. GPA/New Mexico
Greyhound Connection will host an informa-
tional table about Greyhound adoption. Bring
your lawn chairs/blankets and plan to enjoy an
afternoon of football, rooting the Greyhounds
on to victory. Vic and Tory’s adopted brothers
and sisters will have their own area at one end
of the stadium, away from the crowd.
Contact: Candy Beck, (505) 573-6305 or
exracindogs@q.com

Saturday, October 23
Las Vegas Greyhound Picnic in the Park
GPA/Las Vegas
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Floyd Lamb/Tule Springs Park
Las Vegas, Nev.
A day of contests, picnicking, vendors, silent
and live auctions, raffles, and lots and lots of
Greyhounds.
Contact: Judy Currier, greyhounds@cox.net

Saturday, October 30
Greyhound Lovers Gathering
GPA/Louisville
Noon to 5:00 p.m.
National Guard Armory
Crittenden Drive at I-65
Louisville, Ky.
Annual gathering open to all Greyhounds and
the people who love them. Vendors, raffles,
silent auctions, lunch, games and much more.
Indoor event. $5 admission. Contact: Lois
Mauk, (812) 282-6492, gpa@gpalouisville.org

Jade, adopted by Barbara Celli of Tampa, Fla.

YOU’RE INVITED
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MARKETPLACE

GGrreeyyhhoouunndd
GGrreeeettiinnggss
 www.greyhoundgreetings.com
HHaanndd--MMaaddee CCaarrddss && GGiiffttss

(720) 252-4330     (877) 252-4330

10% of all proceeds benefit greyhound rescue.

Check out our

 new products!
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MARKETPLACE
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MARKETPLACE

VOYAGERS K9 APPAREL

www.k9apparel.com

1-877-423-7345

GREYT GREYT 

GEAR !GEAR !
winter coat
spring/fall coat
rain coat
tummy warmers
booties
and more...
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IN MEMORIAM

Chick (KD
Rich Chick)
1998-2010
Chick was the
princess of the
Hall household
and deeply

loved by both Pat and Howard. Her photo
appeared in the Summer 2004 issue of CG.
Chick was a petite girl with a large person-
ality. She loved nothing more than to be at
Pat’s side whether walking, riding in the car,
doing the occasional meet-and-greet, or just
laying behind Pat’s chair while she was
doing computer work. Although Chick
attended obedience class, she wasn’t thrilled
with it or with the agility class she attended.
But Chick loved to do tricks. She could give
a paw, crawl on the floor, and spin in a cir-
cle. She loved to hear Pat and Howard
chuckle at her antics. With Pat by her side,
Chick was released from pain caused by can-
cer. She will be greatly, greatly missed. 

Farrah (DT's
Bandetto)
1998- 2010
Adopted and

loved by Dr.
and Mrs. James
Shadle,  Farrah
was featured on
page 48 of the

Fall 2002 issue of CG. She was an ambassa-
dor for Greyhound adoption for 10 years as
she traveled the country with the Shadles in
their motor home along with 4 other
hounds. Farrah camped and visited every
state with the exception of Alaska and
Hawaii. She hiked countless miles with the
Shadles and on her last trip this winter, she
covered well over 500 miles of trails in the
west. Farrah had a personality that those
who knew her will never forget, and a pres-
ence about her that you had to love. Farrah
is sorely missed by the Shadles and the other
hounds who lived with her. The Shadles feel
blessed and so fortunate to have had Farrah
with them for 10 wonderful years. Farrah is
now with Runner, her best friend, and they
are looking down and smiling from the
Rainbow Bridge.

Gold Dust (Nitro Gold Dust)
1995–2010
Adopted at age four by Eileen and
Jonathan Doughty, and children Ellie and
Theo, Gold Dust made a smooth transition
from racing to snoozing in the sunshine. He
was an ambassador for Greyhound adop-
tion, particularly with elementary school
children. Gold Dust modeled for a craft
article (“Quilted Greyhound Pillow,” Fall
2005 CG) and gained some notoriety by
starring metaphorically in a series of politi-
cal art quilts made by Eileen. He was an
inveterate tail-wagger, coming from the
adoption group with a protective plastic
curler taped to the tip of his tail. A placid
dog, he only barked when he heard the
family car pull into the garage, and at
watermelons. During his final months, his
painfully degenerating spine took all
strength from his back legs. His family will
miss Gold Dust for his head-nodding "yes,"
whinnying during ear-rubs, speaking in
Wookie, for the quiet love he gave them
over his many years. May he run to his
heart's content in endless fields.

Laurie
Darlin’
(Jams
Lauren)
2000-2009
Pictured on
page 8 of the
Winter 2007
CG in what is

arguably one of the only photographs of
three generations of pet Greyhounds,
Laurie Darlin’ died during a routine dental
cleaning. A Grade A racer and brood
matron, she was adopted and loved dearly
by David and Kathy French, who moved
with her from Georgia to Connecticut.
Laurie Darlin’ was named after a character
portrayed by Diane Lane in the western
epic, Lonesome Dove. Laurie was a clown
like her mother Annie, and never left the
house without a Frisbee or stuffed animal.
Her favorite activity was catching Frisbees
in mid-air. She is survived by her daughter
Molly, her half-sister Katy, and offspring all
over the eastern United States. Her nick-

names included Miss Biggy, Big Lug, and
Daddy’s Big Girl. Physically fit from plenty
of exercise, she weighed 87 lbs and was the
largest female Greyhound most people had
ever seen. 

Sahra (Crazy
Sahra) 1995-
2009
Deb and Ed
Maxwell adopt-
ed Sahra from
G r e y s l a n d
G r e y h o u n d
Adoption when

she was 8 years old. After her careers as
racer and brood mom, she began a new
career as a companion to the Maxwells.
Sahra lived life to the fullest, continuing to
run zoomies in the yard at the grand old age
of 14. She loved all people and even learned
to love other girl hounds, of whom she was
not fond at the beginning of her retirement.
Princess of the house, she would get down
and dirty with her housemates. Sahra's per-
sonality ranged from sweet and demure to a
spunky yard patroller alerting us to anything
that may be invading her property. Her
favorite things included van rides, walks,
pizza bones, Deb’s frozen yogurt treats, and
finding that perfect sunbeam. Sahra was
extremely affectionate and gentle. Over the
past six years, she brought an incredible
amount of joy to the Maxwell home; they
wouldn't trade that time for anything. Run
free Sahra; know that many humans,
hounds, and kitties will miss you.

Without the Greyhounds whose stories and
images populate its pages, Celebrating
Greyhounds Magazine would not exist. With
In Memoriam, we express our gratitude and
bid farewell to those who have, in previous
issues of CG, enriched our lives by sharing a
bit of themselves with us.
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